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PERUGIA. Italy. May 29:
Libyan international Al Saadi

y ;-"-'Madall the son ol Libyvan

feader Colonel Moaer Kadhali
has been approached by Serie A

" olub Perugia. the ltalian club

announced Monday. reports

AFP.

*“There are certainly possi-
bilities but it is far too soon to
announce g definite. We
already know the player after
he played for Libya last season,”
club spokesman Alberto Di
Chiara told AFP.

“We must look at the prob-
lems by the departure of
Mazzone lPerugta's outgoing
coach Carlo) and the arrival of
the new coach,” added Di
Chiara.

*l am happy to have recefved
such an offer.” Al Saadi told a
London based Saudi paper.

A friendly between Perugia
and Libya last July was called
off after fighting broke out be-
tween the two teamms after 17
minutes featuring players on
the subs benches and various
officials of the two sides.

Police were called in to re-
store order and Al Saadi who
was not involved in the clashes
was escorted out of the stadium
as a precaution.

Storm allows
no hockey

AMSTELVEEN, Nether-
lands. Mav 29 At 12:45 pm to-
day all play in the Champions
Trophy field hockey tourna-
ment was abandoned for the
day as a storm between 10 and
12 Beaulort scale approached,
reports AFP.

Singles

From page 13
Bangladesh v Pakistan
Pakistan against India.

THE LUCKLESS
TICKET TOUTS

Ticket touts had a bad day at
the stadium as there was a poor
turnout.

Most of the fans stayed home
thinking that the match would
not take place.

Seeing no one was interested
to buy tickets, the touts were
forced to sell them even at half
price. One was seen selling one
Western Gallery ticket at GO
taka. The face value of that
ticket was Tk 125.

The rate slipped to even TK
40 after the first session.

However, rate for the India-
Pakistan match on June 3
commands a steep price. A
Western Gallery ticket was sold
at between Tk 300-350.

FIRST DAY, FIRST

FAILURE
IBangladéshoAn>fafinder
Naimur Rahman, who tied the
knot on May 17, arrived at the
crease with a lot promise. But
he found out the omens were
definitely not on his side.

His stay at the crease was
shortlived as he responded to a
call from opener Javed Omar
for a non-existent single. He
was run out without facing a

ball.
GOOD PITCH

Hats off to the groundsmen
at the Bangabandhu Stadium
for getting the pitch for yester-
day's match in good shape.

With the pitch was kept un-
der covers for almost a week as
torrential rains wreaked havoc,
everybody was in doubt whether
that would be playable. But the
staff had smiles on their faces
as well as the fans when they
rernoved the covers with the ap-
pearance of the sun.

The world of cricket later
watched in admiration what a

and

good pitch the groundsmen had |

produced.

Forget the fixing

From page 13

Replying to a question on
how he Rahul Dravid and Auil
Kumble will adjust to the
Dhaka weather after having
been in England for the last
couple of months, Saurav said,
“The place where | was playing
it was six degrees Celsius and
here it must be forty-six. But it
doesn't matter. We were brought
up in this type of climate. So we
hope this will not be a prob-
lem.”

Kapil, who has been em-
broiled In match-fixing allega-
tions levelled by former team-
mate Manoj Prabhakar, said
his team was at the moment fo-
cused only on their opening
match opponents Bangladesh.

“To me playing is more {m-

rtant. We will take it match-

yv-match. Weather here Is not

really very kind. So. we are
thinking about that also,” said
the Indian legend.

About Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, Kapil said. "1 think they
are just two good teams. So, you
have to play to the best of your
ability.

“It's very difficult to plan
ahead because the weather
might force us to play a 25-
overs-a-side match any time.”

Asked how he felt coming
here after repeatedly suggesting
to the BCCI not to send India in
the Pepsl Asia Cup, Kapil
diplomatically replied, “Now
I'in the mamager of the Indian
tean. So. I wont talk about thiat
here | wish to talk ahout It later
on

“I think it is the authorities
who should be asked to clarify
Our job Is to play the game,
Kapil said.

On Sachin Tendulkar's poor
run of form, the Indian coach
sald, "It's a team game not indi-
vidual, Yes, everybody Is impor-
tant. | don’t say A is better than
B because to me all the 14 crick.
eters are equal.”

Ganguly had one last com-
ment to make he sald he was
tired of constantly hearing

scandal after scandal and it was
time to end it once and for all

P
L]

s - SO Py
g ’ ‘:ﬁf.' '-.

¥ -
!

| the qthgr Pakistani bowl ”
"Sediied ‘18 trolible hiur Ifi'an fn- =

A, "** o

» %

AY 30, 2000

i
e

do some stretching exercises

THE MOOD 1S SOMBRE: Indian coach Kapil Dev stands in the middle while his charges
the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.
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ST. JOHN'S, May
29: A reckless
stroke by Wavel
Hinds conceded a
pivotal West In-
dies wicket to
Wasim Akram and Pakistan
just prior to a rain-induced end
to the penultimate day of the
third and deciding cricket Test
on Sunday here, reports AFP.

In a volley of strokes, Hinds
was leading West Indies to the
verge of a memorable and sig-
nificant win at the Antigua
Recreation Ground in a knock
of 63 when he gave his wicket
away playing the hook shot
that had cost opening batsmen
Sherwin Campbell and Adrian
Griffith their hands.

His dismissal in the $ruwing
gloom and imminent showers
that enveloped the ground on
his retreat to the Sir Vivian
Richards Pavilion left West In-
dies 144 for four, after Pakistan
were bowled out for 219 in their
second innings about ten min-
utes after lunch to set the host
team a victory target of 216.

Hinds has been the most pro-
lific batsman in the series on
either side with 340 runs at an
average of 68.00 including his
maiden Test hundred In the
previous Test in Bridgetown.

In only his fifth Test, his
dismissal showed he still has
much to learn about the psy-
chology of the game.

Except for Akram, none of
bowlers

nings that lasted 3 1/2 hours,
128 balls and corfained seven
fours and two sixes. both ofi leﬁ-
spin bowler Mushtaq Ahme
who has been his nemesis in the
earlier part of the series.

Hinds however, golt into a
wrangle with Saglain Mushtaq
and on one occasion barged into
the off-spin bowler for no ap-
parent reason. This conlfronta-
tion seem to knock him off the
tracks, since his timing and his
concentration was askew aflter
it.

When Moin Khan, the Pak-
istan captain and wicketkeeper.
played his "ace” late in the day
with the end beckoning, Hinds
clearly had lost sight of his
pPurpose.

On 60, he was dropped by
second slip Mohammad Wasini,
flying to his left to get a hand to
the ball, off Akram and eventu-
ally dragged a short-ball from
the champion left-arm [ast
bowler into his stumps to be
bowled in his following over.

It was a sorry way to end
such a promising innings that
could have led a voung, inexpe-
rienced West Indies side to a
morale-boosting win ahead ol
their summer's visit to Eug-
land. where their overseas

record ol losing their last ten
Tests and three series will come
into play.

The yoke of carrving the side
to the result now rests with cap-
tain Jimmy Adams, unbeaten
on 15 at stumps, Ramnaresh
Sarwan, in his second Test, and
out-of-form wicket-
keeper/batsman Ridley Jacobs.

[n pursuit of the magic num-
ber. West Indies lost two early
wickets to Akram before rain
intervened about 15 minutes be-
fore the scheduled tea break to
drive the players off the field
with West Indies 62 for two.

Hinds and fellow left-hander
Shivnarine Chanderpaul were
at the crease and had just begun
to explode just prior to the stop-

age that prompted an early tea
yreak in thelr third-wickel
stand of 53.

Chanderpaul played a flick
through backward square leg
and a steer to third man for
boundaries off Akram, whose
removal of opening batsmen
Sherwin Campbell and Adrian
Griffith carried him to 395 Test
wickets,

Hinds played ”Il't?f*“[}ll”!i off
leg-spin  bowler Mushtaq
Ahmed for a four, six and deuce
to the deep mid-wicket bound-
ary just before the rain arrived
to stamp his authority.

The two left-handers had
been paired after Akram sent
hack Campbell, caught at dee
backward square leg, and Grif-
fith. caught at long leg, in his
fourth and sixth overs respec-
tively. Both batsmen were out
playing hooks.

Campbell was the more se-
date of the two opening bats-
men as Griffith, his place at the
top of the order tenuous, tried to
hit his way out of form and
clubbed four boundaries from
36 balls before his fatal depar-
ture.

Alter tea, Pakistan did not
have to walt too long for the
breakthrough which was pro-

vided by Abdur Razzaq, the fast

bowling all-rounder, whose
thigh strain had made him a
doubtful starter for the Test in
the first place.

Chanderpaul, playving back
to a well-pitched ball moving
away, seemed a little unfortu-
nate to have been adjudged lbw
to Razzaq for 31 off 40 balls in
an hour with four fours.

The ball might just have
started outside the leg-stump
and this was probably on New
Zealand umpire Doug Cowie's
mind before his belated deci-

S1011.

WASIM AKRAM

Hinds and Adams, both
products of this year's Jamaica
side that won the Busta Cup
West Indies first-class champi-
onship. would be very familiar
with each other and came to-
gether to add 60 for the fourth
wickel

Hinds would have benefited
from the level-headed approach
of Adams. playing his 44th
Test, and when things looked
like it would get ugly between
him and Saqlain, there was the
West Indlies captain to step for-

ward and play the role of
peacemaker.
It was however, not to be

enough to keep Hinds focused
upon his job in the end and has
given greater meaning to the fi-
nal day not only for the iinme-
diate, but long-term future of
West Indies, whose record of
losing only one series in the
last 25 years will be on the line.

As they have done for the
last three months, the West In-
dies pacers had earlier bowled
with conviction to retrieve the
situation for their side, al-
though Pakistan pgained the

l

Antigua on knife’s edge

Ilsyclmluglrzal edge of a 200-run
ead.

Overnight 157 for live, Pak-
istan saw Curtly Ambrose and
Reon King share four of the last
five wickets to leave their
marks on their match,

Ambrose's removal of
Saqlain Mushtaq, caught at
first slip, and Wa(lar Younis,
caught at second slip, carried
his career tally to 388 in his
93rd Test and probably last in
front of his home crowd.

King's dismissal of Yousuf
Youhana, lbw for 42 in 215
minutes off 176 balls with five
fours. and Akram, caught bril-
liantly with his rig[(ht-hami by
Adams diving full-stretch at
mid-wicket, made him the most
successful West Indies bowler
with four for 48 off 23 overs.

In between, Razzaq was run
out after he and Saqlain got the
communication all wrong and
wicketkeeper Ridley Jacobs re-
layed Hinds' throw from back-
ward point to Franklyn Rose at
the bowler's end.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close on the
fourth day of the third and de-
ciding cricket Test between West
Indies and Pakistan at the An-
tigua Recreation Ground on
Sunday:

PAKISTAN: First innings
269 (Yousuf Youhana 103 not
out: Courtney Walsh 5-83)

WEST INDIES: First innings

: w23 (Shivongrine cCll_;ﬁils)dgpau}

89; Wasim Akram 6-6
PAKISTAN: Second innings

(overnight 157 for five)

M Wasim b King 2]

Nazir ¢ Sarwan b Walsh 0

Younis Ibw b Ambrose 2

Inzamam ¢ Jacobs b Rose 68
Youhana Ibw b King 42
Moin ¢ Hinds b King 10
Saqlain ¢ Campbell b Ambrose 15
Razzaq run out 0
Akram ¢ Adams b King A
Wagr ¢ Adams b Ambrose 16
Mushtaq not out 3
Extras: (b-2; Ib-4; nb-12) 18
Total: (All out in 90 overs) 219
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-3, 3-

49, 4-129, 5-150, 6-162, 7-163,
8-186, 9-213.

Bowler O M R W
Ambrose 21 9 39 3
Walsh 20 4 39 l
Rose 20 2 60 1
King 23 6 48 4
Adams 6 1 18 0
WEST INDIES: Second in-

nings

Campbell ¢ Youhana b Akramn 6
Griffith ¢ Waqar b Akram VA
Hinds b Akram 63
Chanderpaul Ibw b Razzaq 31
Adams not out 15
Sarwan not out 0
Extras: (b-3: 1b-3) 6
Total: (For 4 wkis in 49 3 overs) 144

Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-31, 3-
84. 4-144.

Bowler O M R w
AKkram 12.3 4 28 3
Wagqar 11 0 P 0
Mushtaq At 36 0
Razzaq G 3 8 |
Saqlain 13 5 27 0

Position: West Indies need 72
more runs to beat Pakistan

with six second innings wickets

standing.
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Bangladesh opener Javed Omar misses out on an attempt

to run the ball down to thirdman at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday.
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Graf angry at

paparazzi

BERLIN, May 29: The former
world number one womens
tennis player, Steffi Graf, told
the Sunday newspaper, Welt am
Sonntag, that she planned to
keep her private life even fur-
ther out of the media spotlight,
reports AFP.

The German former cham-
plon sald she was no longer
willing to “tolerate articles con-
taining damaging material

and that in several of them, the
lne had been “crossed often in
spite of common sense.”

She mentioned a recent visit
she and her partner, the US
tennis player, Andre Agassi,
made to Rome for a couple of
hours, during which the cou-
ple's car was closely followed by
the paparazzi on motorbikes,
who Irled to take photos of
them.

“They put themselves and all
those around them In danger
for a photo that Is of no value. |
just can’t understand that.,”
Gral sald.

Another success
for Zimbabwe

CASTLEFORD, England,
May 29: Zimbabwe warmed up
for Thursdav's second Test at
l'vent Bridge with their second
consecutive victory on York-
shire soil beating MCC by 22
runs here on Sunday, reporits
AFP

The tourists, beaten with
embarrassing ease by England
in the first Test at Lord's and
badly out of touch elsewhere
this summer, played them-
selves back Into form with a
morale-boosting win over
Yorkshire at Headingley earlier
this week -- and added this vic-
tory against an MCC side which
featured several current county
players.

All-rounder Neil Johnson
was the key man for Zimbabwe.
He made 40 at the top of the or-
der to lead them to 164 for seven
from 46 overs between the
showers, and then added an
economical spell of one for 19
from nine overs with the new
ball as the MCC reply realised
only 142 all out.

Pace linchpin Heath Streak
showed he is on his way back
from Injury with a spell of one
for 32 from 10 overs, while
Mluleki Nkala (three for 28)
was the Zimbabweans' most
successful bowler. Yorkshire's
Anthony McGrath (46) fared
best of the MCC batsmen.

World Team Cup
Slovakia's

DUESSELDORF, May
Dominik Hrabty and Karoi
Kucera led Slovakia to its first
World Team Cup title Saturday,
coasting to singles wins against

2.

Russia's two favoured Top 10
players, reports AP.
Hrabty beat a struggling

cursing Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 6-
4, 7-6 (1), while Kucera followed
with a 6-3, 6-2 win against
Marat Safin, one of the tour's
hottest players, in a highly en-
tertaining match.

Both Slovakian players.
dropping just one match be-
tween them all week, kept
whistling shots down the line
and finding the corners at the
dirs 1.9 million event, which
features eight nations split into
fwo groups.

That wasn't the case for
Kafelnikov and Safin, two
players with a chance to claimn
the French Open starting Mon-
day.

"It just gets better and bet-
ter,” said Hrabty, seeded 14th at
the French Open, of his game.
"I'm really looking forward to
Roland Garros.”

Kafelnikov, the 1996 winner
of the Grand Slam event who
holds fourth in the points race,
and No 9 Safin helped the Slo-
vakians with their erratic play.
giving away too many points

Hrabty, ranked 16th, blasted

a forehand down the line just .

inside the left corner at match
point to close out the match
against Kafelnikov in 1 hour,
18 minutes at the dirs 1.9 mil-
lion event.

The event, dividing eight na-
tions into two groups with Rus-
sia and Slm'ntia emerging as
the winners, gives top players a
final chance to tune up their
games for the French Open.

Kafelnikov, whose only vic-
tory at the event came against
rising Australian star Lleyton
Hewitt, again made numerous
errors, a pattern set with sev-
eral early exists from tourna-
ments this year,

During the match, his tem-
per flared and he twice threw
his racket, along with bickering
with the umpire.

"That gives you confidence,”
sald Hrabty, who reached the
final of Monte Carlo. "When |
saw that, it motivated me. You

think now vyou have the
chance."
. A meaningless doubles

match will follow later Satur-
day, but Slovakia has already
clinched the title with the two
singles victory In the best 2-of-2
tie,

Safin entered the match rid-
ing a streak that included 19
wins in 21 matches, two major

clay court titles and reaching |

the final last week at Hamburg,
The rising 20-year-old star was
also unbeaten at the Team
World Cup.

But Safin kept squandering
break chances against Kucera
until he finally sueceeded
against Kueera on his sixth try,

That pulled hiim back 1o 1-2 and
serving in the second set.

But Kucera broke back in the
next game to take a 3-1 lead and
Salin responded by batting a
ball high Into the stands, lead-
ing to a warning from the ume-
plire,

Salin and Kucera had some
sparkling rallies with Kucera,
lull of traded volleys, hard
baseline shots and drop shots,

I which delighted the spectators.
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WHAT'S COOKING?: International Cricket Council (ICC) match referee John Reid

The Baily Star 15

R

(2nd

from L) explaining something to the Indian think-tank of vice-captain Rahul Dravid (C),

| coach Kapil Dev (2nd from R), captain Saurav Ganguly (R) and manager Samiran

' Chakraborti at their team hotel yesterday. — Star photo by Amran Hossain

India ask Interpol to hurry up

NEW DELHI, My
29: Indian police
have asked Inter-
pol to speed up el-
forts to obtain
voice samples ol

South African

disgraced

. skipper Hansle Cronje who is

charged with match-fixing in
India, an official saild Monday.
reports AFP.

A top Delhi police official,
part of a team investigating the
match-fixing case, told this
news agency that two urgent
reminders had been sent to the
international police coordina-
tion agency to speed up efforts

‘Interpol Is taking its time
so we sent two urgent reminders
asking for Cronje's voice sam-
ples and other evidence needed
to go to the courts,” the official
told AFP on condition of
anonvmity

He said the reminders had
been sent "very recently”.

"Once we have all that, we
will start thinking of extradit-
ing Cronje and the others
charged in the case,” he said, a
day alter Delhi police commis-
sioner Ajai Raj Sharma
claimed significant progress in
the probe

" South Africa and India are
not bound by an extradition
treaty

he Delhi police crime
branch charged Cronje, Her-

schelle Gibbs, Nicky Boje and
Pieter Strydom on April 7 with
malch-fixing and said it had
tapes containing c]anming coll-
versations between the South
African skipper and London-
based Indian bookmaker, San-
jiv Chawla.

The police charges relate to
five one-day internationals
South Africa played in India
between March 9 and 19. India
won the series 3-2.

Cronje, who had initially
denied the allegations, was
sacked after he acF
been “dishonest” with the South
African cricket board over his
activities in India.

Police last month arrested a
Delhi-based bookie, Rajesh
Kalra, and jalled film actor
Kishan Kumar on charges of
match-fixing. They said the two
acted as the linkmen between
the South Africans and London-
based Chawla.

The police source here said
the crime branch had built an
"iron-clad” case against the two
arrested suspects.

"We have solid proof against
Kalra and Kumar and we are go-
ing in for their prosecution,”
the official said, as a court here
Monday allowed the arrested
Indian bookmaker to apply for
balil.

The official, however,
the crime branch will not pur-

mitted having

said

sue the stunning match-fixing
allegations levelled against
several top Indian cricketers by
former Indian Test all-rounder
Manoj Prabhakar.

"The Indian cricketers are
not part of our case. They are
the babies of the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBl). Our case
just involves the South
Africans and bookmakers who
cheated Indian cricket fans at
large

“The CBI will catch them,

don't worry,” he said in a refer-
ence to Prabhakar's deposition
last week to the federal investi-
gating agency.
" Prabhakar, who has charged
Indian cricket icon and current
national coach Kapil Dev with
offering him money to under-
play in a match against Pak-
istan in 1994, on Saturday dis-
played 90 minutes of footage
which he said he shot with a spy
camera to clean the game of
corruption

The display at a news con-
ference left cricket-crazy India
gasping as the video clips con-
tained candid admissions ifrom
domestic cricketers and admin-
istrators that they were aware
of deep-rooted corruption in the
game

Prabhakar too faces similar
charges, according to the latest
issue of India's Outlook maga-
zine
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PARIS, May 29:
Brazilian «clay
courl maesiro

Gustavo Kuerten
_ ' was in no mood to
S ,.-_ J waste time when
the French Open began at
Roland Garros on Monday. The
fifth seed breezed into the
second round of the men's event
with a quickfire 6-0, 6-0, 6-3
win over Sweden's unseeded
Andreas Vinciguerra, reports
AFP

Kuerten, the champion here
in 1997 and the Hamburg Mas-

ters Series winner earlier this
month, is at his best on the slow
red clay here and completely
outplaved Vinciguerra - taking
just 73min to breeze into the
last 64.

Kuerten next plays Argen-
tine qualifier Marcelo Charp-
entier, who won a marathon
against Morocco's Karim Alami
6-7. 6-4, 6-3, 1-6, 6-3

The brilliant Brazilian was
joined in the second round by
] 3th-seeded Briton Tim Hen-
man, who won a grinding aftiair
against chronic American loser

[French Open starts smoothly

I

Vince Spadea 7-5, 7-5, 6-4.
Spadea contributed to his own
tlemise by serving 10 double
laults.

Henman, seldom comfort-
able on clay, was persistent
enough to hand Spadea his 19th
straight defeat — a streak which
stretches back to late last year.

Nicolas Lapentti, the 11th
seed from Ecuador, also was a
straight sets winner in downing
Julien Boutter of France 6-4, 6-
2. 6-0, but eighth-seeded Ger-
man Nicolas Kiefer fell at the
first hurdle.
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