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J-League
First stage
Marinos’

TOKYO, May 28: Yokohama

Marinos won football’'s J-league
first stage Saturday as they
watched front-runners Cerezo
Osaka crashed to a shock 1-2
defeat to newcomers Kawasaki
Frontale, reports AFP.

Yokohama, needing to win
by at least two points, defeated
JEF United Ichihara 2-0 to fin-
ish the first stage with 10 wins
against five defeats for 30
points, and then watched Osaka
going into sudden death extra
time,

The national stadium in
Tokyo burst into jubilation
when Kawasakl's Naoki Urata
struck home the decider from
Kazuki Ganaha’s right pass
only one minute into the second
hall of extra time, causing Os-
aka's fatal defeat.

Osaka ended with the same
win-loss tally as Yokohama,
but one point behind with 29.

"We lost to Osaka last week,
but we never gave up. We did our
best till the very last moment
and it resulted in this victory. |
cannot believe it." saild Yoko-
hama's head coach Argentinian
Os . alc o Ardiles.

- . -
Playing India’s
From page 13
his Bangladesh counterparf
while heading in the direction

of the elevator.

The Indian captain declined
to make any comment since
there was an embargo imposed
by their board. It was learnl
that the Board of Control 1or
Cricket in India (BCCI) has in-
structed the team not 10 €ngage
in any conversations with the
media before matches. How-
ever, the captain and the coach
will meet the press in an ofli-
cial briefing at the hotel at 10
am today. .

All-rounder Amit Bhandari
and slow left-arm bowler He-
mang Badani are expected to
make their one-day debuts
during the course of the lour-
nation tournament.

India will also be hoping 1o
end their recent poor run. At the
Sharjah Cup in March they

failed to make it to the linal
Besides, Tendulkar, who was
strangely not among the runs,
get into their stride on June |
with a game against Sri Lanka

With Dhaka proving a happy
hunting ground lifting the
third edition 12 years ago -- In-
dia will be hoping to win the
mother of all battles when they
take on arch-rivals Pakistan
on June 3

Indian team iS expected to
travel to BKSP for indoor prac-
tice this moming.

SQUAD

Saurav Ganguly (captain).
Rahnl Dravid  (Vicé-captain}
Sachin Feddulkar. Mehanimad
Azharuddin, Ajay Jadeja,
Robin Singh, Hemang Badani,
Anil Kumble, Saba Karim
(wicketkeeper), Sunil Joshi.
Nikhil Chopra, Ajit Agarakar,
T Kumaran and Amit Bhandari

Officials: Samiran

Chakraborty (inanager), Kapil
Dev (coach) and Andrew Leipus
(Physiol
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 SWEDISH SQUAD

ANNOUNCED
STOCKHOLM -
May 28: Swedish

squad for Euro 2000, which
runs from June 10 to July 2 in
Belgium and the Netherlands
announced on Friday:

SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Mattias Asper
(AIK) Magnus Hedman

(Coventry/Eng). Magnus Kihlst-
edt (Brann/Nor)

Defenders: Patrik Andersson
(Bayern Munich/Ger), Joachim
Bjorklund (Valencia/Spa).
Tomas Gustafsson
(Coventry/Eng). Teddy Lucic
(AIK), Olof Mellberg (Racing
Santander/Spa). Roland Nils-
son (Helsingborgs IF), Gary
Sundgren (Real Zaragoza/Spa).

Midfielders: Niclas Alexan-
dersson (Sheffield Wednes-
day/Eng), Anders Andersson
(Aalborg/Den). Daniel Anders-
son (Bari/Ita), Fredrik Ljung-
berg (Arsenal/Eng). Haakan
Mild (IFK Gothenburg). Johan
Mjallby (Celtic/Sco), Magnus
Svensson (Brondby/Den)

Forwards: Kennet Andersson

(Bologna/Ita) Yksel Os-
manovski (Bari/Ita), Jorgen
Pettersson
(Kalserslautern/Ger), Henrik
Larsson (Celtic/Sco), Marcus
Allback (Orgryte IS)
MATTHAEUS
SCARE FOR
GERMANY

BERLIN: Germany's veteran
libero Lothar Matthaeus has
torn a muscle in his leg in
tfraining Saturday just 24 hours
after his jubilee match with
Bayern Munich, German na-
tional teain doctors sald Sun-
day.

Matthaeus, who was train-
ing In Majorca, Spain with his
team-mates in the national
team, will have to rest for three
or four days

Cermany are due to kick off
their Euro 2000 campaign on
June 12 with a match against
Romania at Lir&c. Belgium

On Friday German f{ootball
honoured Matthaeus wit. a ju-
bilee match at Munich with
several world stars Including
alling Argentinlan legend Diego

= Maradona featuring.

LONDON, May 28:
. England held
Brazil to a 1-1
draw in a friendly
at Wembley on
Saturday in one
warm-up matches
before Kevin Keegan's men
travel to Holland and Belgium
for this summer's Euro 2000
Championships, reports AFP.

Michael Owen put England
in front after 38 minutes with a
low shot from inside the
penalty box only for Franca to
level the scores seconds before
half time.

Ten years have passed since
England last beat the Brazilians
- a 1-0 win at Wembley in March
1990.

The famous old stadium en-
dured a pre-match hailstorm -
but sunshine broke through to
welcome the players on to the
pitch for their warm-up.

Brazil fielded an unchanged
side from the one that beat
Wales 3-0 at the Millenium Sta-
dium in Cardiff on Tuesday
night.

England's David Beckham
was in direct opposition in mid-
field with Rivaldo, the man who
pipped him for the World Foot-
baller of the Year crown.

Up front Alan Shearer was
partnered by Owen. The duo
failed to find the target the last
time they played together,
acainst Scotland in the Euro
2000 play-off.

But in the absence of the in-
jured Emile Heskey and Andy
Cole, they had a chance to prove
themselves before Keegan
names his final 22 for the
summer championships in five
days' time.

Kick-off was delayed by 30
minutes because of major rail
congestion in the Wemble)
area

Barely 30 seconds were on
the clock when the visitors cre-
ated an opening for Emerson
but his path to goal was blocked
by Paul Ince's sliding tackle,

Moments later England were

of three

-

on the offensive when Martin
Keown's header was comfort-
ably held by Brazil's giant goal-
keeper Dida,

Ironic cheers greeted Rival-
do's close range effort after six
minutes as Barcelona's play-
maker - usually lethal inside
the penalty area - blasted the
ball high over David Seaman's
crossbar.

After 15 minutes England
came close to opening the scor-
ing when Beckhamn's Iree-Kkick
was met by Shedrer but the
Newcastle hitman’'s powerful
header was beaten away by
Dida.

Dida was kept busy five
minutes later when he dived
low to turn Dennis Wise's low
shot past the post.

As the rain came lashing
down Beckham - wearing white
boots with red laces - started to
win his duel with Rivaldo in the
middle of the pitch with the
Manchester United star's right
foot causing plenty of problems
for the Brazil defence, particu-
larly from set pieces.

With Beckham pulling the
strings England enjoyed a good
spell against the four-time
World Cup. winners and Owen
was unlucky to see his stabbed
effort inside the six-yard box
bundled away for a corner.

Dida bad to alert again after
29 minutes, getting down low.to
deny Shearer as theé hosts con-
tinued to enjoy the bulk of the
posession.

But the giant Brazilian
keeper was helpless after 38
minutes as England took the
lead.

Gary Neville's long throw
was headed on by Beckham and
the ball landed at Shearer's feet.
The England captain laid the
ball into Owen's path and the
Liverpool striker took a touch
before poking the ball past
Dida.

But England’s joy lasted for
only seven minutes when
against the run of play the

Brazil superstar Rivaldo curling in a free-kick over the England wall during their friendly
international at the Wembley on May 27.

— AFP photo

England’s creditable draw

South Americans equalised.

Paul Scholes cleared Silvin-
ho's t!uuﬁeruus cross and Ri-
valdo took the resulting corner.
The England defence were static
as Franca crept in at the back
post to head past Seaman.

Amoroso was bundled over
by Sol Caimnpbell just outside the
area two minutes after the in-
terval and Rivaldo stepped up to
take the [ree-kick. His flercely
struck shot flew inches over the
bar -
statuesque Seaman.

Cafu shot wide after 51 min-
utes when well placed to score
and six minutes later Owen al-
most doubled his tally.

Finding space 20 yards out,
the Liverpool star struck a right
foot shot towards goal but Dida
once again showed his agility
by tipping the ball round the
post lor a corner.

Owen showed signs that he is
startMig find his form after a
season plagued by injury in the
English Premiership, looking
menacing every time he touched
the ball.

Substitute Roberto Carlos, a
Champions League Cup final
winner with Real Madrid, lined
up for one of his trademark
free-kicks after 73 minutes and
his 40 vard effort was fraction-
ally wide of the post with Sea-
man at full stretch.

Franca was then put through
by Rivaldo two minutes later
and his corling' effort flashed
past the post as the Brazilians
started to apply the pressure
with the hosts visibly tiring.

Denilson, another second
half substitute, was seeing
plenty of the ball down the left,
while Rivaldo became more in-
fluential, finding more space as
the game wore on.

But even with the hosts
showing signs of fatigue after a
long hard domestic season,
Brazil had to be content with a
draw as England held firm for a
creditable result against the
FIFA ranked world number one
side

much to the rellef of a i

LONDON, May
28(AFP): Brazil's
world player of
the year Rivaldo
had warned Eng-
land here on Fri-
day they liave plenty to fear
from the unknown when the
two sides meet at Wembley.

While the likes of Rivaldo,
Ronaldo and Romario have be-
come international superstars,
perhaps the most exciting strik-
ing talent in Brazil is a virtual
unknown in Europe

But all that changed on Sat-
urday when the |1r{3r';igir}u§ tal-
ent of the next Brazilian super-
star was revealed under the
Twin Towers.

Francoaldo Sena de Souza,

known simply as Franca,
scored Brazil's {'{Illii”hﬂf just
three minutes after Michael

Owen has put the hosts ahead
and kept the Englishmen busy
all afternoon.

Franca, is a superstar in his
native country, unable to go out
to restaurants for fear of being
mobbed by his adoring fans.

The 24-year-old has scored
an amazing 98 goals in just two
years as a professional for Sao
Paulo, including three hat-
tricks and 17 g this season,
making him the top scorer in
Brazil.

Yet his appearance against
Wales on Tuesday was his first
for his country at any level, al-
though no lesser a judge than
Barcelona star Rivaldo knows
it will certainly not be his last.

"Look out for him.,"” Rivaldo
said. "He is the top scorer In
Brazil but he will be in Europe
very shortly.”

That prophesy may well
come true as the young star ad-
mits it is his "dream” to move to
Europe, with Manchester
United Included among the list
of great clubs he would like to
join.

But his mdst pressing task
will be to lirst complete a re-
markable and arduous journey
from Wembley to Rio this week-
end to play two games in the
space of 24 hours either side of
an ll-hour trans-Atlantic
flight.

Immediately after playing at
Wembley, Franca was scheduled
to fly back to Rio where he
hopes to play in a crucial League
game for Sao Paulo against

‘orinthians on Sunday after-
NOoOI.

"The club is waiting for me.,”
he said. "I will get into Rio at
5.00am on Sunday and the
game starts at 4.00pm. The
team is counting on me but the
doctor will decide if I can play.

“It's an 11-hour flight but I
cannot sleep on planes so I will
have no time to rest.

“The reason | was chosen to
come and play against Wales
and England was because it was
a good chance for the manager
to watch me in games without
too much pressure.”

Franca certainly impressed
against Wales in Cardiff earlier
this week, and was well-pleased
with his performance and the
reaction to it back home

‘Whenever a player is called
into the national teawm for the
first time in Brazil, there is a
lot of pressure.” he added.

“In Brazil we have a saying
that the shirt weighs heavy, but
alter the game I read the papers
in Brazil on the internet and

Remember the name ‘Franca’

they said that the shirt did not
weigh heavy on me. That made
me very happy.

"Against Wales 1 just did
what | do for Sao Paulo, and a
little bit more. It is {mportant
for me not to change because
now people are saying |1 am
wonderful.

"My most important virtue
is modesty, I'm from a very
humble family from the coun-
tryside in Brazil and [ must
maintain that modesty.”

Such modesty means that
Franca acknowledges that his
place in the side will not be
guaranteed should Ronaldo re-
cover from his serious knee in-
jury, suffered while playing for
Inter Milan in Italy.

"When Ronaldo is fit he is
unique, he is the very top,”
Franca added.

"We watched the game when
he was injured and I went out to
play four hours later, very de-
pressed. 1 was really worried
that could happen to me.

Franca, Brazil's exciting new striking prospect, 15 exul-

tapt after scoring the equaliser ay

27.

t England on May
— AFP nnoto

Scottish FA Cup
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Rangers lift
title in style

GLASGOW, May 28: Rangers
predictably beat Aberdeen 4-0

in the final of the Scottish FA
Cup here at Hampden Park on
Saturday, reports AFP.

The match between Rangers,
Premiership champions and
Aberdeen who propped up the
bottom of the table was never
expected to last long as a con-
test. :

But the game became an even
more one-sided affair when two
minutes into the match Ab-
erdeen’'s veteran 41-year-old
goalkeeper Jim Leighton was
carried off in the final game of
his career,

Former Manchester United
and Scotland keeper Leighton,
who made his name under Sir
Alex Ferguson at Aberdeen, sus-
tained a suspected broken jaw
after a collision with Rod Wal-
lace.

It was another piece of cruel
Cup luck for Leighton who was
omitted from Manchester Unit-
ed's 1991 FA Cup final replay
winning side by Ferguson after
a poor performance in the first
match against Crystal Palace.

Aberdeen, with no keeper
listed among only three substi-
tutes, were faced with a night-
mare scenario.

Robbie Winters, a striker,
came on as substitute and took
to fleld wearing second choice
Ryan Esson's shirt as a
makeshift keeper leaving the
Dons at once primed for a se-
vere defeat.

They survived the first half
with only the loss of a Giovanni
Van Bronckhorst strike after 35
minutes, but Rangers started
the second half with a goal blitz
of three strikes In five minutes.

Tony Vidmar struck first af-
ter 47 minutes with a shot from
just inside the area, before Billy
Dodds nodded in a third and
Jorg Albertz thumped in a
fourth to leave the Dons reeling,

Brazil versus England
Always a treat

LONDON, May 28(AFP):
Matches between England and
Brazil have often been exciting
battles. A look back at some of
those dramatic contests:

May 9, 1956 (Wembley)
friendly: England 4 Brazil 2.

Tommy Taylor and Colin
Grainger both score twice for
England In this first-ever meel-
ing with Brazil. But the visitors
hit back to level from two-down
through a Roger Byrne own goal
and Didi and nerves were
stretched even Jurther when
John Ateyo and Byrne both
miss penalties for England.

June 11, 1958 (Gothenburg)
World Cup finals: England 0O
Brazil O.

" England reached the quar-
ter-finals of the World Cup In
Sweden, but returned home
with the knowledge that they
held the eventual champions (o
a draw,

June 10, 1962 (Vina del Mar)
World Cup finals: England 1
Brazil 3.

Garrincha scored twice and
Vava once as Brazil progressed
towards another World Cup Iri-
umph in Chile, with Gerry
Hitchins replying Jor England.

May 30, 1964 (Rio) friendly:
Brazil 5 England 1.

The last time England con-
ceded five goals in an interna-
tional, just two years before Sir
Alf Ramsey's men succeeded
Brazil as world champions
Jimmy Greaves equalised afler
Rinaldo's early strike, bul Ri-
naldo, Pele. Julinho and Dius
completed a Rio romp.

June 7, 1970 (Guadalajara)
World Cup finals: England O
Brazil 1.

A game that will always be
remembered for Gordon Banks
producing what has been de-
scribed as the best save ever (o
deny Pele. England were un-
lucky to lose to Jairzinho's
strike, especially when Je[f As-
tle missed an open goal. Ram-
sey's men still went on to reach
the last eight while Brazil were
crowned world champions for a
third time in Mexico.

June 8, 1977 (Rio) friendly:
Brazil O E d 0.

England brought a run of
four successive defeats at the

"hands of Brazil to an end and

ensured they left Rio unbeaten

for the first time in Jfour at-

(fempls.

June 10, 1984 (Rio) friendly:
Brazil O England 2.

John Barnes scored a magl-
cal goal to send England on the
way to their only victory on
Brazilian soil, with Mark
Hateley netting the second with
a header.

March 28, 1990 (Wembley)
friendly: England 1 Brazil 0.

Gary Lineker's strike gave
England their last victory over
Brazil,

May 17, 1992: (Wembley)
friendly: England 1 Brazil 1.

Gary Lineker's woeful
penalty miss wrecked his
chance of equalling Sir Bobby
Charlton's all-time England
goalscoring record of 49. David
Platt secured a draw after Be-
beto put Brazil ahead.

June 11, 1995 (Wembley)
Umbro Cup: England 1 Brazil 3.

Graeme Le Saux fired a [ine
goal, but Juninho gave his first
demonstration of his skills at
Wembley to the English public
with a spectacular [ree-kick
while Ronaldo and Edmundo
were also on the mark,

C N L

Home: Won 2 Drawn 5 Lost 2
For 11 Against 11

Away: Won | Drew | Lost 3
For 4 Against 9

Neutral: Won O Drew 2 Lost 4
For 2 Against 7

TOTATL: WON 3 DREW 7 LOST
9 FOR 16 AGAINST 26

LONDON, May 28:
Michael Owen was
delighted to be on
targel for England
agalnst the best
tean in the world
ol Saturday with his first half
strike earning his side a well-
deserved 1-1 draw against
Brazil at Wembley, reports AFP.

But unfortunately for the
Liverpool striker, Franca lev-
elled for the South Americans
seconds before hall-time
thanks to some poor England
defending.

The game was one of three
warm-up matches before Kevin
Keegan's men travel to Holland
and Belgium for this summer's
Euro 2000 Champlonships.

Ten years have passed since
England last beat the Brazillans
— a 1-0 win at Wembley in
March 1990.

Man-of-the-match Owen
sald to play against football's
finest was a great learning ex-
perience — but was disap-
pointed that a lapse In concen-
tration by the England defence
in first-half injury time handed
the visitors an equaliser,

“If we had just held out for
another 15 or 20 seconds |
think we could have gone on to
win the match, but overall we
learned a lot from the game,
sald Owen.

"Personally I have learned a
lot and it will stand us in good
stead when we go to the Euro-
pean Champlonship.

"I think we did well. It's al-
ways hard at iInternational
level and today they must have
had 70 per cent of the ball, but
vou have to make the most of it.

‘It can be tough and | have
not plaved against the likes of

¥

A good day at school for Owen "

San Marino and scored hat-
tricks so I haven't a very good
scoring record. But to score
against Brazil, the best team in
the world, makes me very
Imp!;y.

“The second-half perfor-
mance went a bit dead — | think
they were quite happy with a

MICHAEL OWEN
draw, so that might say some-
thing. They were scared of us in
certain ways.”

England manager Keegan
was also pleased with the result
against the 1998 World Cup fi-
nalists.

“It's an honourable draw be-
cause |ts Brazil. They keep the
ball well and are very patient.

"I do get a feeling If we
knocked it about at the back,
which is not our style, 1 think
the crowd would get at us.

'l thou
well, we certainly had some
r,uml chances and the lads were
lowing at the end. It was a very
good workout.”

"As a stepping stone we can
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“We played very wel
first half and got lll?; goall tl:r]e :'l:e
served but we then cunudgdg
il rioed s i
sychologically th
{]usl before half lhl{e c;,’f,ﬁ,“'
ad time for us and I felt 1} 1:1
the second half we were pgt on
the same wave-length,
‘We wanted more possessing

but they made it difficult
by closingus down ane u‘é’q’ﬁ'ﬁ

ting us dictate the pace of the
me.

“But having sald all that we
created more chances and were
unlucky not to get a second
goal.”

Keegan was glad that Owen
repaid his faith in the injury

rone striker who made such a
ig impression for Engjand in
the 1998 World Cup in France.

"I've never had any doubts
about Michael Owen. He got his

oal which was terrific, 1|
thought his work rate was .

"He can hold it up better but
he is still a young player and Is
willing to learn. | thought he
deserved man of the match.”

“The England boss also paid
tribute to Dennis Wise who
filled in on the left side of mid-
field — a problem area for Kee-

"Dennis Is a tidy, intelligent
l)layer and did well for us on the
eft.

"In terms of stopping Cafu |
thought he and Philip Neville
did very well, but we did not at-
tack as well as we should have
down that side. We cancelled
each other out but it went ok
and we have got to build on
that.”

Spain squad unveiled

Camacho ignores Morientes

MADRID, May 28: Spain
coach Jose Antonio Camacho
Sunday named his 22-man
squad for Euro 2000, to be co-
staged by Holland and Belgium
from June 10 to July 2, reports
AFP.

Real Madrid striker Fer-
nando Morientes is the shock
omission although Camacho
has given a first call-up for Real
goalkeeper lker Casillas, who
turned 19 last weék, and re-
called ‘defender-Michel Salgado.

Camacho “did not explain
why he left out Morientes but
said: "l remember all those who
contributed to helping us get to
Belgium and Holland but when
the time came to name the list |
could not choose everyone |
wanted too, but only the specific
plavers who can replace a col-
league in a given position at a
given moment.”

Alongside Casillas, a mem-
ber of Real Madrid's Champions
League winning team and part
of Spain's World Youth Chamn-
pionship winning squad in
Nigeria last year. the other
debutant is Valencia's Gerard

Lopez.

"He is a good goalscorer and
hhe can rla}; as well up front or
in a withdrawn role and he is in
good form so we must take ad-
vantage of that.” explained Ca-
macho.

Camacho explained that
even the youngsters may find
themselves in first-team action
in Euro 2000, saying: "Of the 22
anyone can play. When | pick a
player 1 don’t think he can go
into the team or not because of
his age. If he is good enough for
the squad he is good enough for
the team.”

Morientes remains the most

FERNANDO MORIENTES

controversial exclusion having
featured in the Champions
League winning team for the
Meringues in midweek, scoring
the first goal in the 3-0 win in
Paris over fellow Spaniards Va-
lencia. g
From May 29 to June 2 the
players will be in a training
camp in Saler near Valencia be-
fore flying to Gothenburg for a
June 3 friendly with Sweden.
Spain are grouped with Yu-
goslavia. Norway and Slovenia
in Group C.
SQUAD :
Goalkeepers: Jose Francisco
Molina (Atletico Madrid), San-
tiago Canizares (Valencia), Iker
Casillas (Real Madrid)
Defenders: Abelardo Fer-
nandez, Sergi Barjuan (both
Barcelona), Juan Velasco (Celta
Vigo)k Fernando Hierro. Michel
Salgado (both Real Madrid).
Agustin Aranzabal (Real So-
ciedad). Gaizka Meudiela
(Valencia). Francisco Gemez
"Paco” (Real Zaragoza)
Midfielders: Juan Carlos
Valeron (Atletico Madrid),
Josep Guardiola (Barcelona),
Francisco Javier Gonzalez
"Fran” (Deportivo La Coruna),
Ivan Helguera (Real Madrid),
Vicente Engonga (Real Mal-
lorca), Gerard Lopez (Valencia)
Forwards: Joseba Exteber-
ria, Ismael Urzaiz (both Ath-
letic Bilbao), Alfonso Perez
(Real Betis), Raul (Real Madrid),
Pedro Munitis (Racing San-
tander)

Anelka still unsettled

CLAIREFONTA-

28: Real Madrid's
maverick French
imternational
striker Nicolas
Anelka has admitted that play-
ing alongside fellow strikers
Raul and Fernando Morientes
IS going to be problematic next
season - if he stays with the
newly-crowned European
champions, reports AFP.

Raul and Morientes both got
on the scoresheet in the
Meringues' 3-0 Champions
League Final win over fellow
Primera Liga outfit Valencia.

However, Anelka's starring
role in the semi-final win over
Bayvern Munich redeemed him
in the eyes of many Madrid fans
after his much-documented
problems with the Spanish side
this season,

‘It's difficult playing all
three of us together. That would
mean me on the right, Mori-
entes on the left and Raul in the
hole to feed me."” he told AFP.

“But then it would be me who
would score the pgoals and |
would steal the limelight from
him (Raul). I would be the star. |
want the Spanish people to un-
derstand I don't want to steal
the limelight from Raul.

‘I read In the Spanish press
that Raul did not want to pass
me the ball. but I did not come
(to Madrid) to steal the lime-
light from him. | am not at Real
to get in his way." he added.

Anelka admitted that rela-

MARSEILLE, France, May
28: The board of French First
Division club Marseille were
Sunday awaiting the reply of
Vasco da Gama's Brazillan boss
Carlos Abel Braga, who has
been offered the job as head
coach, general manager Eric Di
Meco sald Sunday.

“Nothing is done,” DI Meco
told AFP Sunday. "Abel Braga 1S
one of the two possibilities with
(Fiorentina coach Giovanni)
Trapattoni. But it is true that
with Trapattoni he is dragging
his feet and it is hard. While
nothing iIs signed I am walting
for Braga s reply.

INE. France, May'

tionships with his team-mates
had not been easy especially af-
ter his 45-day suspension with-
out pay for refusing to train - a
penalty that was lifted after 22
davs after the Frenchman made
a public apology.

"“The season was very diffi-
cult.” said the 21-vear-old.

"There was a very bad atmo-

A -
NICOLAS ANELKA
sphere and it was very difficult
with my team-mates lor a
while. We should not forget
what happened just because we
have won the Champions
League.,

"For the final they sacrificed
me by getting me'to cut off the
overlaps made by (Valencia's)
right back. It's normal. But if
they spent 37 million dollars
on me it is not to play me on the
right wing when I am a centre
forward.”

Asked if he might leave Real
after his troubled season - fol-
lowing an equally controver-
sial stay with English Premder-
ship club Arsenal - Anelka said:
“I want to stay. | will discuss
with them (the Real directors) to
<ee what they want. My broth-
ers (Clande and Didier. also his
agents) will take care of it.”

In the event of him leaving
Anelka has been linked with a
return to his first club Paris St
Crermain.

Anelka said: "I am ready to
envisage a return to France.
PSG is my home, my family.
But careful, That does not mean
| am coming back to Paris.”
Anelka thanked French

-

coach Roger Lemerre for stand-
ing by him even though Lemerre
excluded him while he was sus-
pended by his club - standard
policy for France.

"Roger Lemerre waited for
me until the last moment. Ar-
riving at Clairefontaine
(France's traing camp) I imme-
diately felt the difference. It's
normal, they are French,” he
said.

"I have played only 15 or 20
matches this season and I feel
fresh. | am not like the others.”

Asked what he had learned
after his eventful year Anelka
replied: "1 have learned to work
a bit with my back to goal and
to learn patience before receiv-
ing the ball.

"On the other hand what has
really annoved me is the train-
ing. It's difficult to cancentrate
when there are so many people.”

Moeller moves
to Schalke

GELSENKIRCHEN, Germany,
May 28: Borussia Dortmund
midfielder Andreas Moller will
play at rival Bundesliga club
Schalke 04 next season,
Schalke officials revealed
Friday, reports AFP.

The German international’s
contract at Borussia Dortmund
expired at the end of this season
and was not renewed due to the
excessive financial demands
made by the player.

The 32-year-old Moller has
85 caps to his name, along with
332 Bundesliga matches, in
which he scored a total of 104
goals.

However, he was rarely seen
during the 1999/2000 season,
mainly due to a rlgped muscle
and falling out with coach Udo
Lattek.

A World Champion in 1990,
European Champion in 1996
and winner of the Earopean Cup
in 1997 with Borussia Dort-
mund. the star midfielder
carned an annual 2.8 million
dollars a year - the highest
salary at the club.

Dortmund, finished in 11th
place in the German league,
while Schalke 04, their local
rivals who won the UEFA Cup _.
in 1997, finished not far behind
in lowly 13th. j




