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New committee
of Mohila Dal

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR. May 28:
The newly elected committee of
Moulvibazar district unit of
jatiyatabadi Mohila Dal, womni-
en's wing of BNP, got approval
of the central committee of

BNP. . ‘
The committee was elected in

the district couference which
was held recently.

The approved district
committee of Jatiyatabadi Mo-
hila Dal was formed with Be-

um Dilruba Khan as presi-
gent. Begum Monwara Jamir
as general secretary, Begum
Hafsa Akhter Rumi as organis-
ing secretary and Begum Asia
Khan as treasurer. Begum
Khaleda Robbani, former MP
and former district president of
BNP have been included the
comniittee as a member.

New committee of
Moulvibazar BNP

A new district executive
committee of Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) for Moul-
vibazar district was formed and
approved by the central high
command of the party

This new committee was
formed without any council
meeting of conference of party
workers, it is learnt.

Moulvibazar district commit-
tee of BNP was abolished follow-
ing the party's defeat in 1996
parliament election. A convening
committee headed by former
MP Advocate Ebadur Rahman
Chowdhury was looking after
the party programmes here.

At last the high command of
BNP realised the demand of
party workers and give them an
exccutive comnittee,

Advocate Ebadur Rahman
Chowdhury, Advocate Juned
Ahmed and Musharraf Hussain
Badshah were selected presi-
dent, general secretary and or-
ganising secretary respectively.

Former finance minister and
local MP M Saifur Rahman,
former MP from women's re-
serve seat Begum Khaleda
Robbani and chairman of Sri-
mongal Pourasava Mohsin Miah
Madhu were included the dis-

trict BNP committee as mem-
bers.
There are seven posts of

vice-presidents and 31 posts of
secretaries including general
secretary and joint secretaries
in the 101-member comimittee

NID observed

|

ihe / - National Immunisa-
tion Day (NID) was observed in
Moulvibazar district recently.

The first dose of Oral Polio
Vaccine (OPV) was given on the
day and the second dose of
OPV will be given on May 29.

A total of 1,658 NID centres
were set up in different areas
Of the total NID centres, 288
were in sadar upazila, 293 in
Baralekha upazila, 192 in Raj-
nagar upazila, 412 in Kulaura
upazila, 221 in Kamalgonj up-
azila, 218 in Srimongal upazila.
15 in Srimongal Municipality
and 19 in Moulvibazar munici-
pality.

This time a total of three
lakh one thousand 624 children
of age %mup between one month
and 59 months were targeted
for OPV (Oral Polio Vaccine). Of
this targeted children 49,717 in
. sadar upazila, 32,881 in Raj-
nagar, 77,077 in Kulaura up-
azila. 43,444 in Baralekha.
38.989 in Kamalgonj, 46,669 in
Srimongal upazila, 3.273 in
Srimongal municipal area and
9,574 children in Moulvibazar
municipal area

Fire Service Week
observed

The fire service and civil de-
fence week-2000 was inaugu-
rated here at Moulvibazar Fire
Station premises recently

Faruk Ahmed, Additional
Deputy Commissioner (General)
presided over the function, while
G K M Nurul Ameen, Deputy
Cominissioner (DC) of the dis-
trict attended as the chief
guest. A K M Shahidul Haque,
Police Super of the district and
Alhaj Mohamudur Rahman,
chairman of Moulvibazar
Municipality, attended 'as
special guest.

19 more edn instts

brought under
MPO

Ninteen more educational in-
stitutions were included in the
Monthly Pavment Order (MPO)
of the Directorate of Secondary
and Higher Education here re-
cently

Of the total 19 new insti-
tutes, one is a college, nine are
junior and high schools and nine
madrasaas.

These institutes are Langla
Modern College of Kulaura,
Uluail Islami Dakhil Madrassa
and Jagathpur Madrassa of
Moulvibazar, Jalalla Dakhil
Madrassa, Bhukshimul Darul
Ulum Madrassa, Gourkaran
Nurul Ulum Dakhll Madrassa.
Babnia Hasipur Nizamia Dakhil
Madrassa of Kulaura, Islampur
Dakhil Madrassa of Kamalgon|,
Golla Dakhil Madrassa of Bar-
alekha, Roypur Junior High
School of Moulvibazar. United
Junior High School. Kesrigool
Junior High School, Kansal
Hakaluki Junior High School of
Baralekha, Sultanpur
Meherunnessa Junjor High
School. Shah Sundar Junior
High School, Agrani Junfor High
Scliool of Kulaura and Ahmed
Igbal Junjor High School and
Abul Fazal Chowdhury Junlor

High School of Kamalgonyj.
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Jute, Aus farming
declining
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Rizia Ahmed is the mother of a martyr of our Liberation War. She has lost her beloved
son Captain Bashar in 1971. Since then she has been bearing the pangs of losing her

dearest

son with a consolation that

her son

laid down

his life for the cause of

motherland. In exchange of her son’s life she expected a happy and prosperous
Bangladesh. But in reality she finds instability, lawlessness and corruption all around.
The situation makes her much more weaker physically. Mentally too she breaks down.
But did her son shed blood for such a country? As a martyr’s mother won’t she be able to
see peace in Bangladesh? It seems the photo shows she places this question before the
nation while pointing her finger at the memorial plaque of Shaheed Bashar Gate at
Jahanabad Cantonment in Khulna which she visited at the invitation of Bangladesh
Army during the Army Service Corps Reunion in November last year. Today (Monday) is
the 29th martyrdom anniversary of Captain Bashar. —Star photorby Z A M Khairuzzaman

Arsenic level alarming
in 918 villages

Arsenic reached a dangerous
mark in drinking water in 918
villages of the country, a study
said, report agencies.

The study claimed after a
five-year field level research
that Bangladesh's arsenic
calamity was the virulent in the
world.

Researchers of Dhaka Com-
munity Hospital and the School
of Euvironmental Studies
[SOES]) of Jadavpur University,
India conductéd the study re-
cently.

In the executive summary of
the study, the experts opined
that the magnitude of the prob-
lem in Bangladesh surpassed
the aggregate problem of all the
20 countries of the world where

arsenic contamination has
been reported
“We have analvsed 22.003

tubewell water samples from 64
districts in Bangladesh. Our re-
sult in five years up to February
2000, showed that arsenic in
ground water was above 0.01 mg
per litre in 54 out of 64 districts
and in 47 districts it was above
0.05 mg per litre. We have iden-
tified 918 villages where ground
water contains arsenic above
0.05 mg per litre,” it said.

The researchers said that so
far they had analyzed around
11,000 hair. nail, urine, sKin-
scale samples from affected vil-
lages (about 50 per cent of sam-

ples are from those developed
skin-lesions and rest 50 per
cent from those did not sulier
skin lesions). Over 90 per cent
of the people tested arsenic pos-

itive in their hair, nail and
urine and it was above sale
level, they said.

The joint study said of

1 7,896 people examined at ran-
dom from the affected villages,
3,688 (over 20 per cent) tested
skin-lesions positive

“We have their full identifi-
cation and details of skin le-
sions.” the researchers said.

Even after five ‘years [iled
survey in Bangladesh, we feel
that we have seen only the tip of
an iceberg of the actual
calamitv. The more we are sur-
veying, the more we are finding
people are suffering with ar-
senic skin lesiorn.

Our experience in the Indian
state of West Bengal says more
and more tubewell waters
which were once safe for drink-
ing are now being arsenic con-
taminated. they said.

Another report from Rang-
pur says: Arsenic, a deadly poi-
son. has been detected in tube-
well waters at four villages in
Kandi union of Pirgachha up-
azila of the district.

The Executive Engineer of
Public Health and Engineering
Department disclosed this at a

meeting of local health service
development conmunittee held on
Monday.

Its president and State Min-
ister for Forest and Environ-
ment H N Ashiqur Rahman
chaired the meeting.

Deputy Comimissioner, Po-
lice Super, District Civil Sur-
geon, Deputy Civil Surgeon, Ex-
ecutive Engineer, Public Works
Department, Deputy Director,
Family Planning, Acting Prin-
cipal, Rangpur Medical College
and Hospital, all the upazila
health officers, president,
Rangpur Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, among others,
attended the meeting.

The PHED Executive Engi-
neer said that they had tested
waters of 168 tubewells in the
four villages and found 50 of
them arsenic contaminated.

The affected villages are
Pathok Shekor, East Pathok
Shekor, Dadon and Chapra.

The contaminated tubewells
have been sealed and the people
advised not to use waters of
those tubewells, the PHED offi-
cials said.

The meeting was further in-
formed that 11 people have been
affected with arsenic related
diseases in the four villages.
They are now undergoing
treatment at Rangpur Medical
College Hospital.

From Aminul Islam

MYMENSINGH., May 28;
Farmers here have lost their in-
terest in jule cultivation.

This is because of low price
of jute which Is far below than
the production cost. This has
been happening for the last
:.-mq):le.- of years.

Jute cultivation has drasti-
cally fallen down in all 12
thanas. Cultivation of this
crop, which was once called the
‘Golden Fibre of Bangladesh' Is
being abandoned by farmers
%mduﬂll_v. Jute which was once
the cash crop has now become a
bane for farmers.

Farmers are now showing
no interest in cultivation of
this crop.

According to Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE)
official sources, 4,000 hectares
of land have been brought under
jute cultivation this year. Of the
total land, 3,000 hectares under
local variety and 1,000 hectares
under Tusa variety.

The chronology of last three
years jute cultivation here
shows how fast cultivation of
the crop Is vanishing.

A total of 28,600 hectares of
land were brought under jute
cultivation In 1997 while
achievement was 16,057
hectare.

A total of 13,720 hectares ol
land were cultivated in 1998
while the target was 30,716
hectares.

A total of 10,000 hectares of
land were cultivated in 1999
against its cultivation target of
30,716 hectares.

AED sources also informed
that the cultivation and produc-
tion target could not be
achieved here for the last couple
of years.

Once Mymensingh region,
especially the shoal areas if
Mymensingh district were fa-
mous for quallty jute produc-
tion in the country. But those
days are gone away because
most of the farmers have aban-

L

doned jute cultivation totally.

Jute cultivation Is being
continued here in a very lower
scale,

Most farmers continue jute
cultivation for jute sticks only.

Md All Asgar of village Char
Gobindapur in Sadar thana Is
one of those frustrated farmers.
He also sald that he has lost all
interests for its continuous
loss,

"Now I buy firewood from a
local sawmlill to meet the fuel
demand,” said an unhappy Ali
Asgar adding "I shall cultivite
jute again if the price becomes
reasottable n future in compar-
isonn .with the production cost.”

DAE sources also said that
following the nor'wester which
lashed all the thanas here sey-
eral times recently caused dam-
age to the jute crops.

Aus cultivation is also fac-
ing serious setback here.

Aus cultivation has sharply
been decreased here as the
farmers showed thelr interest
in boro cultivation for its good
production with more profit,
Now Aus cultivation has
touched its last edge.

A total of 81,140 hectares of
land have been brought under
jute cultivation here this year.
Of the total land, 54,540
hectares are under High Yield-
ing Variety (HYV) and 26,600
hectares under local varlety.
But only 10,000 hectares of land
have been cultivated this year.

A total of 41,000 hectares of
land had been cultivated last
vear here, while the cultivation
target was 91,159 hectares.

A total of 30,000 hectares
had been brought under Aus cul-
tivation in 1998 against its tar-
get of 106,000 hectares of land,
officials said.

Following massive pest at-
tack on Aus lields after Boro
harvesting production of Aus
has been affected seriously
causing a huge loss to the farm-
ers.

Pottery industry on
verge of extinction

From Abdul Matin Fakir

FARIDPUR, May 28: Pottery
is on the verge of ruination in
five districts.

The districts are Faridpur,
Madaripur, Shariatpur Gopal-
ganj and Rajbari.

It is gathered that this tradi-
tional small industry is on the
verge of extinction for want of
proper patronage. Hundreds of
families
industry ' for generation to-
gether find it difficult to con-
tinue this profession. Many
potters have already given up
the profession while others are
thinking to give up.

Once this profession was a
lucrative one thousands of peo-
ple were engaged in makin
earthen jars, plates., smal
cauldrons, toys and various
other thing to earn their liveli-
hood.

When contacted, the potters
of different areas of greater
Faridpur told this correspon-
dent that prices of earth, clay,
dice colour, fuel and other nec-
essary things of the industry
have increased many times and
went beyond the purchasing
capacity of the potters. On the
other hand, prices of and de-
mand for the articles produced
by them have been falling
gradually giving rise to despair
among the potiers.

The potters added that as the

connected with this .

demand for their products is
declining they can not work in
their full capacity with their
family members. They also can
not compete with their products
owning to lack of proper trans-
port facilities and new designs.
Moreover, the potters have no
capital for running their indus-
try smoothly. They have to bor-
row mpeney from the local
money lenders at high ratés of
interest.

It is unofficially gathered
that a total of 150 potter fami-
lies are living in Faridpur, 100
in Shariatpur, 125 In
Madaripur, 90 in Gopalganj
and 85 families in Rajbari dis-
tricts.

Alleged terrorist
shot dead in Feni

From Our Correspondent

FENI, May 28: An alleged
terrorist was shot dead by
unidentified hoodlums at wvil-
lage Chaigoria under Chhagal-
nia upazila on Tuesday.

The man was identified as
Tipu, 27, son of Abdul Motin, of
village Dalal Bazar under
Laxmipur district.

Tipu was accused in several
cases, police said. No one was
arrested in this connection.

Canadian High Commissioner in Bangladesh David P

b —

reston recently visited the Adarsha

Secondary School in Bera Dakuri under Gopalpur in Tangail. The High Commission
extended financial help for construction of an additional school building, a project of The
Adarsha Gram Unnayan Sangstha. Picture shows Golam Mustafa, President of the School
Management Committee and Habibur Rahman, President of the Gram Unnayan Sangstha
receiving David Preston and Mrs Preston.

Drug addicts increasing

SYLHET, May 28: The simug-
glers are doing a brisk business
of phensidyl and the number of
addlcts Is Increasing sharply in
the district, causing a grave
concern among the guardians,
reports UNB.

Taking the advantage of
open border in the 680-kilome-
ter frontier of the district, In-
dian phensidyl syrup is flood-
ing all bazaars in urban, subur-
ban and remote rural areas of
the district,

With easy availability of the
drug., the number of addicts
among the youths has Increased
sharply.

A large number of poor, In-

cluding women, work as carrier
of phensidyl smuggled from
across the border by organised
groups of traders.

The guardians are worried
with their school, college and
varsity going children.

In the town, the main points
of phensidyl trading are, Zinda
Bazar, Jallarpar, Subidbazar,
M,nllli{wrr Road, Kastagharh,
Baghbaria, Kajalshah,
Akhalla, Chhararpar., South
Surma Terminal, Medical
Colony, Mirza  Dighi, Lama-
para, and Shibganj.

The main dens of phensidyl
addicts are the make shifl
small roadside huts on Sylhet-

Sunamganj, Sylhet-Salutikor
and Sylhet-Jaintapur road. A
large number of addicted youths
come to these areas after the
sundown everyday.

Besldes, arrangement s
there for delivery and transport
of phensidyl through river
route ol Chenger Khal, in-
forined sources sail

People usually blame the po-
lice for the widespread phen-
sidyl trading. But a vested group
with strong backing 1s behind
the scene. Some guardians al-
leged that the police adminis-
tration, for unknown reason, is
overlooking drug trafficking.

Passing-out

parade at
BAF Academy

JESSORE, May 28: The Pass-
ing-out parade of the 41st GD(P)
and the 44th Ground Branch
Courses of the Bangladesh Air
Force was held at the BAF
Academy Parade Square here
on Wednesday, reports BSS.

Chief of the Air Stafl Air
Vice-Marshal Jamal Uddin
Ahimed attended the ceremony
as the chief guest. He reviewed
the parade and took salule at
the impressive march past. He
handed over awards, certifi-
cates and trophies to the out-
standing cadets. He also dis-
tributed flying badges amongst
the flight cadets.

Flight Cadet Wing under Of-
ficer AKM Nazmus Sadat was
presented with the coveted
Sword of Honour for best all-
round performance. He also got
the Osmany Gold Medal for best
performance in academic train-

ing.

The Chief of the
Trophy was given to Cadet
Sergeant Mohammad Harun-
Ur-Rashid for best all-round
performance in the Ground
Branch training while Flight
Cadet Under Officer Abul Fazal
Syed Faisal Uddin Ahmed re-
ceived the Commandant's Tro-
phy for best performance in
General Service Training
Meanwhile, the Number two
squadron wes adjudged the
champion squadren and was
given the Academy Colours.

Air Stall

Alr Vice-Marshal Jamal Ud-
din Ahmed sald that the newly
commissioned officers belonged
to the Bangladesh Alr Force
which had come into being dur-
ing the great War of Liberation
in 1971. He advised them lo
follow their predecessors’ ex-
amples and earn confidence, af-
fection and respect of the conn-
trymen by dint of their services
to the nation. They should
stand beside the people durin
natural disasters and nationa

I crises, if need be, he hoped.
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Four houses
ransacked 1n
Barisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, May 28: A group of
armed people allegedly led by
BCL leader Bashar on Wednes-
day ransacked four houses near
BRRI office in Sagardi area on
the outskirts of the town.

The houses belong to the
relatives of JCD activist Azim.

Woman beaten
to death 1n
Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, May 28: A vil-
lage woman was allegedly
beaten to death by a neighbour
woman following an alterca-
tion at village Khas Kawlia un-
der Chowhali upazila on Tues-
day.

Police said that Sajeda
Khatun of the village died on
the spot after she was allegedly
beaten up by Zarina Khatun of
the same village in the after-
noon. Police suspect they had
previous enmity.

A case was registered with
police and none was arrested in
this regard

Obituary

By Staff Correspondent

Farid Uddin Ahmed, a vel-
eran newspaper agent in Sylhet,
died of cardiac lailure on May
27. He was BS,

Ahmed, who hailed from
Bianibazar of greater Sylhet
district, started newspaper dis-
tribution business in 1967.

Ahmed left behind wite, four
sons, two daughters and a host
of relatives to mourn his death.

Among others, Nurul Islam
Nahid MP, Al Ahmed Babul.
va-rul secretary of Blanibazar
ress Club, poet Delwar, poet
Fazlul Hagque and Professor
Mahbubur ?lamuu condoled the
death,
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Police officials sued under PSA

NETROKONA, May 28: Fazlur Rahman, Officer (n Char of
Durgapur Police Station, Mahammed Hanif, an Assistant
Inspector and other six police constables of the PS have ol
sued under Public Safety Act (PSA) on charge of foreibly enter. }
Ing into a house of Abdul Hashim of village Barabatta and bea.
Ing up the inmates including females. They have also been
charged for taking bribe from the inmates by giving threat of
arrest, reports BSS,

According to Netrakona District Judge Court sources
Salema Akter Khatun, wife of Abdul Hashim of village Bara.
batta under Durgapur thana filed the case under Public Salety
Act I the court of District and Session Judge Netrakona on
May 16. Meanwhlile, Fazlur Rahman, Officer-in-Charge of Dur-
Fapur Police Station told local newsmen the allegations
rought against him and others is totally false and baseless.

Swedish Minister visits Rajbari

RAJBARI, May 28: Visiting Swedish Minister for Develop-
ment Cooperation, Migration and Asylum Policy Maj-Inger :
Klingvall visited Doyalgan] village In sadar thana on Thursday
to see the activities to Somota, a non-government organisation,
reports UNB,

She talked to the fleld workers, members and organisers of
the NGO that works for recovering khas land resurfaces in the
area every year from the river Padma. The NGO activists in-
formed Klingvaill of their struggle in realising the khas land
and alleged that 80 per cent people who live below the poverty
line are being deprived of the khas land. Talking to them, the
Swedish Minister assured them of all possible help after con-
sultation with the govermment and said people fu her country
too have been working for recovering eroded Lands. Swedish
Ambassador in Bangladesh Ander Jnéuaun. among others, ac-
companied the minister.

Three killed in Bogra

BOGRA, May 28; Three people were killed and nine others in-
jured in separate incidents in the district in three days till May
19, reports UNB.

Two of the deceased were identifled as Salamat Ullah, 60, of
village Ramsahar and Sirajul, 30, of Dastika in sadar Upazila.
Police sald Salamat was chopped to death by his rivals on May
17 following a land dispute. Sirajul, son of Dr Halim, was also
chopped to death allegedly by his younger brother on May 18. In
another incident, a 30-year-old unidentified passenger was
killed and nine others were injured when a bus veered off the
road and went down a ditch at Mohipur in Sherpur Upazila on
Friday. The bodies were sent to hospital morgue for autopsy.

L] L -
4 uplift projects progressing

PANCHAGARH, May 9g. Local Government Engineering De-
partment (LGED) has been implementing four development pro-
jects here at a cost of Taka 40. 58 lakh in the current fiscal, re-
ports BSS.

The projects included construction of different rural roads.
Of the total work, 80 per cent has already been completed and
the rest will be completed by June next. After completion of the
whole work the local communication system would be devel-

oped.

Rewarding the best one
Dr Mainuddin Ahmed, Civil Surgeon of Jhenidah dis-
tributing first prize to a participant of a drawing compe-
tition held recently on the occasion of National Nutri-
tion Week at Jhenidah Sadar Hospital in Jhenidah dis-
trict. — Star photo

Sunflower farming gains popularity

PANCHAGARH, May 28: Cultivation of sunflower is gaining
popularity as a profitable occupation, reports UNB.

According to the Department of Agriculture Extension
(DAE), this year, growers cultivated sunflower on over two
hectares of land. Yield of sunflower is higher than mustered and
groundnut and it can be cultivated in both winter and suminer
seasons. A good number of growers told that they earned a
significant profit from their production and are willing to
expand its cultivation. An official of the Department of
Agriculture Extension (DAE) said sunflower seed contains high

uality edible elements, which are beneficial to health.

ultivation of sunflower is more profitable than any other
crops, he added. According to the World Health Organisation I
(WHO) every person needs 35 g of edible oil while we take only
26 gin, he said. Bangladesh produces only 25 per cent edible oil
of the total necessity, the rest is imported from abroad.

Four get life term

BAGERHAT, May 28: A court here on Thursday condemned
four people to life term iinprisonment in a murder case, reports
UNB.

Additional District and Sessions Judge M Aftabuddin also
fined them Tk 5,000 each in default to suffer six months more
RI. The lifers are Sheikh Rezzak, Zillur alias Zilu, Nilu Sheikh
and Dilu Sheikh. According to prosecution. the convicts had
mercilessly beaten up Mahbubur Rahman at a bazaar in village
Mochlendapur of Chitalmari thana in 1995 as he prevented
them from playing cards. Mahbub was admitted to a local hos-
pital where he died later. The judge after examining the wit-
nesses handed down the judgment.

U

Cane crushing ends

CHUADANGA, Apr 28: The current season’'s cane crushing
programme of Darsana Sugar Mills ended recently, reports
BSS.

During
sugar by crushing

this season, the mills produced 12.679 tonnes of
1,39,139 tonnes of sugar canes. The mills has

exceeded its production target during the current season. During |
this season it had fixed up a target to produce 12,400 tonnes o

sugar by crushing 1,50,000 tonnes of sugarcanes. Average
recovery of sugar during this season was 9.11
days of here luring this season were 131 days.
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Magura unit of Jatiyotabadi Jubo Dal and Jatiyotabadi
Chhatra Dal jointly brought out a procession in the town
demanding withdrawal of cases against their leaders and
workers under Public Safety Act (PSA). — Star photo




