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ISLAMABAD, May 28:
Marking the second anniversary
of Pakistan's nuclear tests Sun-
day, Army Chief Gen Pervez
Musharraf said South Asian
neighbours, India and Pakistan,
have to settle the protracted
Kashmir dispute to remove “the
threat of a nuclear holocaust.”
reports AP.

He told a public gathering in
the federal capital that Pak-
fstan was not interested in em-
barking on a nuclear arms
race, However, he warned that
Pakistan would not be left be-
hind if neighbour India forged
ahead with nuclear weapons

development. |
The military chief, who
seized power from Pakistan's

civilian rulers last October, said
he has repeatedly offered talks
with neighbour India to settle
the Kashmir dispute, but he
warned New Delhi not to take
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the oller as a sign ol weakness,
“Our oller to talk on Kash-
tiir Is to remove the problem of
Kashmir. We don’'t want the
ple of South Asia to live un-
der the threat of a nuclear
holocaust,” Musharral said.
“But India shouldn’'t take our
offer as a sign of weakness.”
Both India and Pakistan lay
claim to a united Kashmir,
which was diwvided between the
two uneasy neighbors alter
British rule of the subcontinent
ended in 1947.
The two countries have gone

"to war twice over Kashmir and

last summer they waged a bit-
ter border battle that many
people feared would: escalate
into all-out war.

Musharraf said Pakistan
conducted its nuclear tests in
May 1998 in response to tests
conducted by India to weeks
carlier,
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Record breaking Mount Everest climber Babu Chheri (L)

with his wife in an open van wave to friends on his return
to Kathmandu yesterday, after climbing 8848-metre (29,028
ft) Mount Everest, the world's tallest, in 16 hours 56

minutes on May 21.

Babu Chheri now holds three world

records with the last two Climbing Everest, twice in the
same season in 1995 and staying atop Everest for 21 hours

m 1999.

— AFP photo

Blast in church in Indonesia:

I At least 10 people were wounded whefl & home-made bomnb

exploded in a chhurch the Indonesian city of Medan during today
mass, witnesses said. Reuters reports from Medan.

The blast is the latest violence to hit the troubled country
which in the past week has seen sectarian Killings resume in its
spice islands and bloody clashes between students and police in

the capital Jakarta.

Israeli DPM

gl.l.ltS!mm:n deputy premier
Yitzhak Mordechai. charged on three

counts of sexual assault,

has handed in his resignation. the primne minister's office said

yesterday. AFP reports

rom Jerusalem.

Mordechai submitted his resignation to Israeli Primne Minis-
ter Ehud Barak, it added. The Iraqgi-born Mordechai, 55. tem-
porarily stood down from his post as transport minister after
the investigation was launched in early March following an
initial complaint by a 23-year-old employee in his office.

Israel

President Ezer

reSident tO quit: Israeli

/eizman, beleaguered by sharp public criticism

alleging financial improprieties. will step down from office
within six weeks, political sources said on Saturday, Reuters

reports from Jerusalem.

The 76-vear-old formier air force chief and peacemaker in-
formed Prime Minister Ehud Barak of his decision to end his
terin by July 10 in a telephone conversation on Friday, Israel

Radio said.

Gore unvells his views
on US military .

WASHINGTON, May 28: US
Vice President and Democratic
presidential candidate Al Gore
unveiled his views on the US
military Saturday, calling for it
to be ready for humanitarian
missions, but remaining vague
on the controversial topic of
missile defences, reports AFP.

"We must be fully ready for
the 21st century peacekeeping
and humanitarian missions
that are certain to arise coming
decades.” Gore said in a docu-
ment posted Saturday on his
campaign Web sites.

Seeking to position Gore as
at least as strong a defender ol
the US Armed Forces as rival
Republican. the document said
that "America’s militarv must
be consistent with a future-ori-
ented vision of what it will 1ake
to win on the information-age
battlefield "

Reinforcing his pro-defence
mcuaf{f. Gore travelled to the
West Point Military Academy
in New York State Saturday and
delivered a rousing com-
mencement address

“Our Armed Forces will al-
ways be the power beliind
America’'s promise.” he told
hundreds of cheering cadels
“You will be the ones to open the
new avenues (o peace, and close
the gates against war "

? 1e vice president described

rogues states irying to obtain
weapons of much destruction
and missile technology as the
source of a "new emerging
threat to our country.”

in the four-point Pro-
gramme, Gore commits himself
to retaining a high-quality
yrofessional  all-volunteer
orce. using the US technologi-
cal edge to equip it updating ﬁjlc
US military strategy to con-
forin with future challenges and
streamlining the Defence De-
paitinent,

America must maintain s
nuclear strength, with adequate

offensive forees to ensure deter-
rence. the document said

e document contains what
is seenn as a hint that a future
Gore administration might
consider deploying satellite
protection defences as the US
economy grows increasingly
dependent on the Internet and
satellite-based communica-
tions.

"We also must ensure we can
defend ourselves and be confi-
dent that our space assels are
secure so that we can conduct
operations in urban environ-
ments, defend our cyberspae,
and protect the nation and its
forces against such asvinmetri-
cal threats as chemical and blo-

logical weapons,” the pro
Erafie s4ays
But the docunment contains

no specilic mention of the na-
tionwide missile defence sys-
tein being considered by the
Clinton administration to de-
fend the United States from
what it describes as missile at-
tacks by “rogue” states

Women taxt drivers
take to Dubai

streels

DUBAI, May 28: Seven Arab
women will blaze a trial in the
emirate of Dubal from Thurs-
day when they become the first
women taxl drivers across the
Mushm Arab Gulf, reports AFP.

Thevy will only take female
and children passengers, but
the press in the liberal trading
and tourist hub have greeted the
move as a breakthrough

In neighbouring Saudi Ara-
bia. which enforces a strict In-
terpretation of Islam, women
are not allowed to drive at all.

“There was quite a lot of op-
position from my brothers and
senfor family members,” Abla
Hussein told today's Gull News
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qhg_rrgf says

hmir solution

key to

peace in South Asia

Pakistan possessed the nu-
clear know-how to declare (tself
a nuclear power 10 years early,
but refrained from doing so “in
respect of international norms.”
sald Musharral.

“But then India tested and
they followed it with hostile
threats we were forced to con-
duet our tests to restore the
strategic balance in the area.”
said Musharral.

He saluted Pakistan's nu-
clear scientists for their
achlevements.

Dr A Q Khan, considered the
father of Pakistan's nuclear
programme, sald it's time lor
‘akistan to use its scientific
know-how to improve {ts soci-
ety, a society where barely 30
per cent of its 140 million peo-
ple can read or write.

“We have to improve our so-
cial development now,” said
Khan.
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Philippine chief negotiator Robert Aventajado |
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R) talks to Abu Sayyaf rebel leader, Galib

Andang alias Commander Robot (C) while a group of hostages, Marie Michel Moarbes
from Lebanon (extreme L), Marc Wallert (behind Robot)-and his father Werner Wallert
(second from R) from Germany in a meeting in Bandang village, the jungle camp of the

Muslim extremist rebels Saturday.

from a resort on the Malaysian island of Sipadan.

21 mostly foreign hostages were captured on April 23

— AFP photo

Putin signs
e

MOSCOW. May 28: l{rfab
dent Vladimir Putin has signed
the Comprehensive Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty, the Kremlin press
service said Sunday, reports
AP.

The treaty was ratified by
the parliament's upper cham-
ber, the Federation Council, on
May 17. The State Duma, the
lower chamber of parliament,
approved the treaty on April 21.
Putin_signed the document on

Saturday. the press service
sald.
Although Russia has now

approved the treaty, it will ban
nuclear tests only when the
United States and other nations
with nuclear capability also ap-
prove it. Russia has not con-
ducted a nuclear explosion since
1990.

The US Senate rejected the
treaty in 1999 after opponents
said it would weaken American
security. Other holdouts include
China. Egypt, Pakistan, India
and North Korea.

34 missing after

Indian oil tanker

catches fire off
S Japan

TOKYO, May 28: All 34 crew
members of an empty Indian oil
tanker were missing after the
ship caught fire Saturday off
southern Japan, the Japanese
Coast Guard safd today, reports
AP.

The 26,450-ton Pratibha
Yamuna went up in flames Sat-
urday night in the East China
Sea about 550 km west of the
southern Japanese island of
Amami Oshima.

A coast guard cutter that
reached the still-smoldering
tanker early Sunday morning
found an empty lifeboat but no
survivors, said Mitsuhiro
Yoshinaga, a spokesman for the
JCG's regional headquarters in
southern Kagoshima Prefecture
[state).

The tanker was apparently
empty at the time of the acci-
dent, and rescuers saw no traces
of oil leakage, Yoshinaga added

Japanese men
get breaks while
women burdens

TOKYO, May 28: Japanese
men get the breaks and women
get the burdens, according to a
government survey published
today, reports Reuters.

In the nationwide survey
conducted by the Primme Minis-
ter's office, 76.7 per cent of re-
spondents said that men re-
ceived better treatment than
women in society

Even though the survey was
conducted as a part of the gov-
ernment's plan to back gender
equality, about 45 per cent ol
respondents said that Japan's
laws and societal conventions
discriminated against women

F'ij1 presi

dent gives more

ground to rebels

SUVA, May 28: Armed rebels
holding Fiji's prime minister
and about 30 others hostage in
parliament today rejected the
president’s latest offer to solve
the crisis: A new governmendt
and immunity from prosecu-
tion, reports AP.

President Ratu Sir Kamisese
Mara said Saturday he has lired
the democratically elected gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry, who has
been held captive by an armed
sang for 10 days inside the Par-
hmnvnl compound

But rebel leader George
Speight insisted that Mara re-
sign and that the 1997 constitu-
tion, which indigenous Fijians

blame for giving too much
power to the ethnic Indian mi-
nority, be scrapped before the
hostages are freed

Mara's offer was “the act of a
desperate man,” Speight said.

"His agenda is clear — he was
trving to do everything in his
power to retain power in this
country.

Rebel guards holding auto-
malic weapons opened the gates
ol parliament to let in some
date supporters for a 90-
minute Methodist church ser-
vice in which Speight took

pride of place. Afterward,
Speight stood for 10 minutes
shaking hands with supporters.

Before receiving a delegation
from the influential indigenous
body the Great Council of
Chiefs, Speight said he expected
a new offer within two days that
could lead to the freeing of the
hostages. Any deal wnuﬁl have
to ratified by the full council, he
said. That could take days. The
meeting ended with no resolu-
tion annournced.

Mara's announcement on
Saturday came several hours
after two soldiers and a jour-
nalist were injured in a gun-
fight outside Parliament be-
tween rebels and Fijian sol-
diers. The president saild the
timing was unrelated

‘Lankan troops' shelling stops
evacuation of civilians : LTTE

LONDON. May 28: Sri
Lankan's Tamlil Tiger rebels
said today army shelling

stopped the evacuation of civil-
ians from the war zone in
Jaffna during a ceasefire, but
the military dismissed the re-
port as lies, reports Reuters.

The 'Libération TIgérs" of
Tamil Eelam said they imple-
mented a 12-hour ceasefire in
Thenmarachchi, a few miles
east of Jaffina town, on Satur-
day and had asked the govern-
ment to do likewise, but today
they said the offer had beeun
shunned

“The evacuation of an esti-
mated 15,000 civilians from the
embattled Chavakachcheri sec-
tor failed Saturday, as heavy
shelling by the Sri Lankan
army prevented them moving to
designated points where the
UNHCR officials were waiting,”
the LTTE said in a statément re-
leased in London

The government dismissed
the LTTE statement as propa-
ganda aimed at unnerving the
people on Jalina and lowering
morale in its forces.

Independent corroboration
of events in Jalina remains dif-

ficult, with communications
down and no journalists al-
lowed in.

Representatives of the
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
were unavailable for comment

Army spokesman Palitha
Férnando told Reuters firom
Colombo that “these are the lies
of the LTTE" and there had been
little action in the area on Sat-
urday

‘Evervthing was quiet, there
was a lull in the fighting. Fer-
nando sald, adding: "We don't
shell where the people are.”

Darling Harbour after coming off the Sydney Harbour Bridge yesterday.

L |
s
L ) " o
A section of the estimated 100,000 people who made the Walk for Reconciliation, approach

The People's

Walk officially led by indigenous and non-indigenous elders, forms part of Corroboree 2000
and is a demonstration of the Australian peoples commitment to Aboriginal reconciliation.

— AFP photo

South Asia in turmoil two years

after nuclear explosion

ISLAMABAD, May 28: De-
pending on the person you ask
in Pakistan, the Asian subcon-
tinent is either safer today be-
canse of tit-for-tat nuclear ex-
plosions with neighbour India
Iwo years ago or it's the likeli-
est spot for the world's first nu-
clear war, reports AP.

Pakistan's military ruler,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, says
nuclear deterrence has ensured
Pakistan's security and created
a strategic balance In a region
that has seen three wars in the
past 53 years.

As recently as last summer,
a bitter border dispute raged In
disputed Kashmir — a regilon di-
vided between both Pakistan
and India and clabmed in its
entirety by both countries.

The border dispute threat
ened to escalate into an all-oul
confrontation betweon the two
countries

This week, Musharraf said
he didn't believe that elther
Pakistan, or Its longtime en-
emy Indla, would be foaolish
enough to take thelr nations to
the brink of a nuclear war

"Pakistan and India are re-
sponsible enough to understand
the tmplications of nuclear
power and responsible enough
to avold such a confrontation
that would lead to their use”

Musharral said.

But others in
not so certain.

Some worry about the con-
sequences of a nuclear con-
frontation and fear that many
in Pakistan and in India, where
the literacy rate is barely 30 per
cent, may not realise the eflect
of a nuclear explosion

“The horrible consequences
of nuclear weapons are too hor-
rible to think of, but in India
and Pakistan most people don't
know about it." said Mo-
hammed Illyas, who owns a
camera shop in the federal capl-
tal

"They are emotional, They
think of each other as a rival
and they want to kill each other

Pakistan are

eVvell if' it means their own
tdeath,” he sald
Last vear Pakistan bullt

monuments to s nuclear capa-
bility. Replica ballistic missiles
were reacted at major Intersec-
tions. On the outskirts of the
federal capltal a glant liber-
glass rock was erected (o repre-
sent Chagal Hills, where the
underground explosions took
place.

Ahmed Kamal, who runs a
roadside business, sald Pak-
Istan's decision to conduct un
derground nuclear tests on May
28, 1998, has macde him leel a
lttle moi« <ecure and a lot

\ \

more proud.

"We feel safe because now ey -
erybody knows aboul our
power, our neighbour knows,’
he said.

Kamal doesn’'t hold out much
hope that Pakistan or India
will settle the nagging Kashmilr
dispute through dialogue. But he
says he's rrwuix' to endure war to
| i :”“' fll"\llllh' I*'Hirl'kl"'l

"If the only solution to the
problem Is war, then il as war
We will have to have it. The de-
struction cannot be avoided.” he
sald,

Others worry that unless the
twao countries begin talking
quickly, theyv will begin a nu-
clear arms race

‘The reality of a nuclear
Sounth Asia is there, and that Is
not going to go away", sald Di
Riffat Hussain, a political sci-
entist at Islamabad's Qaid-e-
Azam University

Both Pakistan and India
have sald that nuclear weapons
are a part ol their arsenals,
Both countries posses ballistic
missiles [;Ip.]hL‘ ol carrying
nuclear warheads, however neil-
ther country is believed to have
lh‘\r't‘lirlll‘[] a nuclear warhead

Hussain says the two coun-
(ries hiave to star talking hefore
they c1oss that threshold

"We have this small window
ol opportualty now. and il we

o

don’t take advantage of it we are
heading toward deployvment
and a nuclear arms race,” he
~

But relations between India
and Pakistan are strained

India refuses to talk to Pak-
istan unless it withdraws mili-
tant secessionists from Indian
Kashmir. India also is reluctant
to talk to Pakistan's military
ruler. whom they blame for last
vear's bitter border dispute

Pakistan, .meanwhile, de-
nies all involvement in arming
or training militants fighting
in Indian-ruled Kashmir, but
calls them “freedom fighters,
allows their political oflices to
be headquartered in Pakistan
and their followers to recruit
fighters for Indian Kashmir.

Azlz Saddiq, a spokesmarn
for the Human Rights Commis-
sfon of Pakistan, a fierce oppo-
nent of nuclear development,
sald Pakistan is worse oll today
than two years ago

The economy is in ruins, i
ternational pressure has per-
sisted, and relations with India
are at an all time low, he sald.

"What have we gained?” he
asked. "Nothing. Two vears ago
everyone knew we had the nu-
clear capability. We could have

not tested, gained economically '

and internationally from (t.”

LIMA, May 28: Peruvians
faced the possibility today ol
reelecting President Alberto Fu-
jimori or heeding the opposi-
tion's call to boycott a runoff
election which has been inter-
nationally condemned as un-
democratic, reports Reuters.

Opposition candidate Ale-
jandro Toledo, a shoeshine boy
turned World Bank economist,
is asking his supporters to face
a 833 fine — a third of the
monthly minbnum wage — and
boycott the vote or spoll their
ballot, alleging the election has
already been rigged against
him.

Some 14.5 million eligible
voters were legally bound to
head to the polls across Peru —
the latest nation in an Andean
region where many fear democ-
racy may be on the retreat

Voting booths were set to
open at am (19:00 BST) and
close at 4 pm (3:00 BST).

"There aren’t elections: this
is only Fujimorl's election,”
sald Lucio, 29, a Toledo sup-
porter who plans to void the
vote by writing "no to fraud” on
his ballot

Toledo, the 54-year-old son
of an Andean peasant, has
called his supporters to march
in protest to Lima's main down-
town square after polls close.
Comparing himself to Martin
Luther KHIF and Mahatma
Gandhi, he has vowed a non-
violent campaign to push for
another, clean vote.

Guards spent Saturday af-
ternoon greasing the Presiden-
tial Palace's iron gates to ensure
protesters did not scale them.

Mass demonstrations before
the end of voting are illegal

Toledo, whose promises of

Peru set to elect Fujimori
amid boycott call

jobs have struck a chord in this
mineral-rich but {mpoverished
country of 25 million people,
alleges unfair conditions like a
biased media, unreliable vote
counting computers and state
food handouts stole his victory
in the April 9 first round and
would ensure he lost {f he par-
ticipated in the second.

But Fujimori, who Is praised
for beating bloody leftist
guerillas and stabllising the
economy, needs only one third
of the electorate to cast valid
votes for the result 1o be constl-
tutionally legitimate. Pollsters
say the 61-year-old son of
Japanese immigrants, who has
largely kept his lead in the
polls, will easlly get what he
needs. {3

Yet, even before the frand al-
legations that led to Toledo's
boycott, his bid for a third con-
secutive terin was called a bla-
tant violation of the constitu-
tion

Protesters calling him a
dictator have sporadically
clashed with police throughout
the country since Wednesday's
decision by the National Elec-
tion Board, the country's top
electoral authority to reject
widespread requests to post-
pone the vote,

The election's credibility
was seriously bruised last week
after International monitors
dubbed the process “far from
free and fair” and observers like
the Organisation ol American

States and the US-based Carter
centre withdrew their monitor-
ing of the vote.

There will now be no nde-
pendent source to verify the
govermment's count

MANILA, May 28: Philippine
police have arrested 26 sus-
pects, including a Manila po-
liceman and Muslim rebels
trained in bomb making, in
connection to recent explosions
at two large Manila shopping
malls, officials said today. re-
ports AP.

The explosions, which Kkilled a
young janitor and injured at
least 24 other people, have set
the capital on edge, with many
residents shunning malls and
movie theaters. The stock mar-
ket and peso plunged to 19-
month lows, and security has
been tightened at many public
p.'.;n'{":'..

National police chief Panfilo
Lacson said the suspects were

| arrested_in simultaneous raids

on three houses in Taguig, a cily
in metropolitan Manila.

The suspects are believed to
be members of the Moro Is-
lammic Liberation Front, the
country’'s largest Muslim sepa-
ratist group, and at least six
received training in bomb
making, Lacson said. One was
trained in neighbouring
Malaysia, he said.

The MILF earlier threatened
to launch attacks against urbarn
centers in retaliation for a mili-
tary offensive against their
camps in the southern Philip-

pines !
However, an MILF

spokesman, Eid Kabalu, denied
anv involvement in the blasts

Lacson said three of the
suspects were identified by wit-
INESSES

One was identified by a se-
curity guard at SM MegaMall
the f-{‘iill{f'}' s largest shopping
mall, as the person who
brought a plastic soft drink cup
into a movie theater shortly be-
fore a bomb exploded there last
Sunday, killing one and injuring
at least 11 others, Lacson said
The plastic explosive used in the
bomb is thought to have ‘|“'+‘l.|.
carried into the cinema in a soll
drink cup

Two other
identified by teen-agers as hav-
ing been in the area of the Glo
rietta mall where a bomb ex-
ploded May 17, injuring 13.

In pre-dawn raids on the
three houses Saturday, author-
ities recovered pistols., an M-
rifle with a g[t‘lliult: lannche
ammunition, blasting caps.
electrical cord, batteiies
timers, nails and airgun pelicts
Lacson said.

susped IS were

I

26 arrested for Manila
shopping mall blasts

The suspects, who will be
charged with murder and at-

trmp'trd murder, have not
admitted involvement in the
bombings., he said. Two top
MILF leaders — chairman
Hashim Salamat and vice
chairman Al Haj Murad — will

also be charged, he said

2 dead 1n latest
Chechen rebel
attack

MOSCOW., May 28: Russian
officials confirmed today thai
one of their checkpoints outside
the Chechen capital Grozny had
been attacked by rebels but said
death far lower
than that given by the guerillas,
reports Reuters

Rebel a‘[-r-'hr-wmdn Movladi
Udugov said on Saturday that
the attack on the checkpoint
had claimed the lives of 16 Rus-
sian YMON paramilitary po-
11t

the {ioll was

File
of lsraeli President Ezer
Weizman hosting an official
lunch at Jerusalem
Welzman, tainted by
accusations of corruption
and tax fraud, will step
down July 10, three
years before the end of his
second term, and elections
for his successor will be held
on August 10, 1t
announced yesterday.

—AFP photo

photo dated January 6
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Tiananmen

HONG KONG, :'"alﬁ\ 28: Vow-
ing to keep fighting until China
beconies a democracy, aclivists
demonstrated today to com-
memorate the military crack-
down that ended the Tianan-
men Square democracy demon-
strations, reports AP.

About 50 people gathered in
a park under the blazing sun,
holding signs that said: "De-
mand accountahility for mas-
sacre,” and "Don’'t forget June
4", before a March planned later
today.

"While we're seeing momen
tous economic developments in
China why aren’'t we also seeing
the end of one-party rule?
asked labour unionist and in-
dependent lawmaker Leung Yiu-
chung .
Hundreds, if not thousands
of people were killed when
tanks and troops descended on
demonstrators at Tlananmen
Square in the early hours of the
morning on June 4, 19849
Younger people, who might
not have any memories ol the
atrocities 11 years ago, need to
learn about the importance of
democracy in China and Hong
Kong, the activists told a forum
"'hmv erodes our memories.

China has no hope unless the
new generation understands the

HK activists ¢

i'fﬂi‘l\lllg down on the |
Gong spiritual sect

crac

ommemorate
crackdown

impotance of democracy,” said
Andrew To, a veteran activists
and a district councilor of 1he
]‘H‘IIHILH Democratic Party

lohn No, 43. who has at-
tended the annual rally every

yvear, said he is optimistic
Taiwan has become a
democracy. China and Hong

Kong inevitably would have to
follow this global trend to open
up the government for opposi-
non,” said Ng, wearing a T-shirt
that says, ") lnwtltit'\.' 2000
iheep the fire a e.” :
Political conservatism re
mains strong in China despite
rapid economic dovelop: nd
Beijing leaders have heen
lun
The llong
Kong protesters said today the
i‘d.m'n IS a reminder of the
totalitarian government's re-
solve to quash any opposii

"The government Know- it

has to end one-party rule
day but is not confident en:
to do so.” said Ignatius Lo, a 2
vear-old college student

Tar

|"“l],|3'-_~. protests were orga

ised by the Hong Kong Allianc
i Support of Patriotic Demo

cratic Movements in China
which Beijing has labeled sub
versive,

. \




