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Six months here
& the other
6 there?

HAVANA, May 27:
Maradona says in an interview
released Friday that he now
hopes to split his life between
his native Argentina and Cuba,
where he has been undergoing
drug abuse treatment since
January, reports AP.

I'm not thinking about re-
turning to  Argentina,’
Maradona said in an Interview
with the weekly newspaper
Granma International. “I'm go-
ing to ask Fidel (Castro) for

rmission to stay here and I'm
thinking about spending say.
six months of the year in Ar-
gentina and six mouths here.

‘It's a decision | have to
think about carefully,” the
former captain of the Argentine
national team added In his first
interview with the Cuban me-
dia. "Argentina is a difficult
country, with a lot of corrup-
tion and poverty

“In Cuba | feel like I'm at
home,” Maradona is gquoted as
saying in the English transla-
tion of his interview, conducted
in Spanish. “The people have
given me care and support that
nohody else in anyv other part ol
the world has ever given me be-
cause the world is materialistic.
It’s almost rotten.”

Ronaldo in Rio
for long rest

RIO DE JANEIRO, May 27:
Ronaldo arrived home in Brazil
today to begin a long period out
of the spotlight after surgery on
a knee injury last month, re-
ports Reuters.

“I'm here to rest. That's all |
can do at this stage.” said Inter
Milan and Brazil striker
Ronaldo as he arrived at Rio's
international airport

.
Jessore, Tangail
From page 13

[n the tie-breakers., Joynal,
Joy and Tipu of Jessore con-
verted correctly but none ol
Jhenidah players could score.

In Jamalpur, Tangail
booked their place in the final
round by beating Netrokona 2- 1
at the Jamalpur Stadium

Ranjan put the winners
ahead in the second minute
while Jhony of Netrokona re-
stored parity in the 39th
minute. Baktiar scored the
match-winning goal for Tan-
gail just one minute before the
long whistle.

Earlier, five teams — Chit-
tagong. Khulna. Bhola, Ra-
jshahi and Comilla — booked
final round berths as zonal
champions.

In the day's other matches,
Bangladesh Army beat
Bangladesh Navy in the open-
ing Services~Zone -malteh in
Dhaka. Rashid scored the lone

goal for Army in the 71st
minute
The other Services Zone

match between Bangladesh Po-
lice and Bangladesh Air Force
ended 2-2.

Babar and Tara scored for
the police men while llasnal
and Awal netted for Air Forci

Reid means

From page 13

JR: | am very happy. | was
the match referee during the
ICC Trophy in Malaysia when
Bangladesh qualified for the
World Cup along with Kenya
and Scotland. | also saw them
in England during the World
Cup last vear. They have a fair
way to go.. they are keen and the
whole country is behind them,

You need the support of the
other Test-playing nations. So,
| think the move by the ACB
(and) UCB are all right. Al-
though they have a fair way to
go it is best to start at the bot-
toin Test-playving ladder. So
they can have a go at Zimbabwe,
New Zealand and England at
the moment

DSS: What do
about our stadium?

JR: [ played here in 1955. |
remember flying across from
Lahore in a Dakota and seeing
Mount Everest on the left-hand
side. So I'm looking forward 1o
seeing it again and also the
country as well

DSS: When did you receive
the OBE?

JR: | received the Order of the
British Empire (OBE) medal in
1963 which was towards the end
of my career for services to
cricket. At that stage | was the
captain ol the New Zealand
team that won the first Test
match and next two Tests on
tour in South Africa

DSS: Do vou recollect any
weird happenings? '

JR: No, not exactly. I'm a
pretly serious person. Let's talk
about Brian Lara's 375. | was
the referee for that match, It
was certainly o momentous oc-
casion for cricket. Then | saw
Sanath Jayasuriya score 360
against India. Where did
Sanath get caught with 360 on
the board? Can yvou believe |t...
at silly mid-offl!

My third memorable mo-
ment was when Shane Warne
took a hattrick, I think it was
against England. In fact, I've
witnessed three other hattricks,

DSS: And any rv;i,rvth'.’

JR: 1 am quite happy with
my role as a referee. It's a whole
new dimension for me,

DSS: Describe your family

JR: Besides my son who
works in Nike, 1 have two
daughters one of whom played
squash for New Zealand They
are all married and have chil-
dren. My wife hardly misses
me. She sometimes accompa-
nies me. We are going to cele-
brate our 50th anniversary on
January 19 |

DSS: How do you en' v your
leisure time? o

JR: My hobbles include trout
fishing and taking snap shots
of the places | visii

you know

Diego
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BERLIN, May 27:
Diego Maradona
made an emotio-
nal return to the
soccer stage for
the farewell game
of his old rival Lothar
Matthaeus on Friday, reports
Reuters.

The Argentine with the
magical skills, on the mend
from a life-threatening heart
condition blamed on drugs and
drink, almost stole the show

from the perennial German.

The pair, who have fought
many battles against each other
over the years, looked like joy-
ful teenagers on the pitch of
Munich's Olymplc Stadium.

The real star of the night was
record-breaking Matthaeus as
the game between a Bayerm Mu-
nich XI and Germany on his
favourite playground was bcln?
played in his honour. It endec
I-1.

But Maradona, eager to show
the world that his passion for
football is still alive, might
have been the happler of the

fwWo,
The hero of the 1986 World

Cup is 39 years old. like
Matthaeus, but — unlike the
captain of Germany's 19390

World Cup-winning side — it
had been a while since he felt
the thrill of a high-profile
match. "When Lothar invited
me | didn't hesitate for a sec-
ond,” sald Maradona. "Like me,
he is a man who lives for foot-
ball and it is simply amazing
that he is still playing at top
level at this age.”

While Matthaeus is warming
up for his last major tourna-
ment, the European Champi-
onship starting on June 10,
Maradona has other things to
worry about.

Under treatment in Cuba
since mid-January, the Kid
from a Buenos Aires shanty-
town who became a soccer icorn
dprcnrs to be making a reason-
able recovery.

Doctors gave him the go-
ahead for Friday's party, asking
him to return immediately af-
ter the game.

Maradona looked over-
weight but in cheerful mood,
waving at the fans before Kick-
off. Playing for the Bayern XI
under his cherished number 10
shirt, he pleased the crowd with

|
1
|

1

delightful passes, clever back-
im.-r flips and other tricks
which made him a living leg-
end.

He left at halftime to a
standing ovation after demon-

o T et

strating for 45 minutes that he
remained a unique footballer,

Matthaeus played a half for
cach side, marshalling the de-
fence with calm authority as he
has always done since he aban-
doned the playmaker role to be-
come a libero.

The second half for Bayern
was probably the one which
meant the most to him as he
played his last match for them
in March, leaving club closest
to his heart to start a new ad-
venture with New York-New
Jersey MetroStars.,

In the 82nd minute it was his
turn to leave, with 47,000 peo-
ple chanting his name. He had
tears In his eyes and was still
clearly moved when he came

A combo picture shows Lothar Mattaeus (R)
Argentine superstar Diego Maradona entertaining the
crowds during the former's farewell soccer match between
the German national team and Bayern Munich at the
Olympic Stadium in Munich on May 26. — Internet photo

back shortly alterwards lor a
lap of honour in a white tee-
shirt saying "Thank-you" in
German, English and [talian

“The atmosphere was amaz-
ing." he said. "I will never forget
that moment. It will stay with
me for ever.”

Nobody cared
about the score.

Carsten Jancker opened the
scoring for Bayern after 10
minutes and Thomas Haessler,
back in the Germany team aflter
a two-year absence, levelled in
the 26th minute.

Juergen Klinsmann, who
has had his arguments with
Matthaeus, came on in the sec-
ond half to show there were no
hard feelings between the two
greatest German players of the

too much

past decade,

Maradona and Malthaeus
have a rich history in comimon
and have faced each other in
two World Cup finals,

I 198 in Mexico,
Maradona enjoyed the finest
moment in his turbulent career
with a 3-2 trlumph over Ger-
many. But four years later in
Rome Matthacus took revenge,
Imdin% his men to a 1-0 victory
over Maradona's Argentina,

They also frequently met in
the Serie A, when Maradona
graced Naples while Matthaeus
played for Inter Milan.

Matthaeus will have little
time to rest as today he was due
to fly to Mallorca, where Ger-
many are setting up a training

and former

camp to complete the prepara-
tions for the defence of their
European title.

‘I want to play eight more
matches for Germany," he said.
eager to increase his world
record of 146 matches.

Playing eight more matches
would mean he would retire on
a high note after the Euro 2000
final on July 2 in Rotterdaim — a
prospect which seems unlikely
given Germany's dismal show-
ings of late.

Maradona packed his boots
and headed back for Cuba,
where he plans to stay until the
end of the year,

‘1 want to get 100 per cent
healthy,” he said. "I'm not there
yvet but I'm working on it."

Sport

Foes play like friends
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Cricketers' rain

@ PEPSI

ASIA CUP

Asian cricket's hopes of
pushing the match-fixing scan-
dal off the sports pages were
aside as heavy rains
threatened to wash out the four-
nation Asia Cup, scheduled to
start today, reports AFP.

The limited-overs tourna-
ment, featuring India, Pak-
istan, ar Lanka and

Bangladesh, was expected to
provide badly-needed succour to
cricket in the sub-continent

which has been wrecked by the

raging scandal.

But as torrential rains over
the last three days water-logged
Bangabandhu National
stadium, making Sunday's
opener between Sri Lanka and
virtual non-
starter, attention focused on the
lack of foresight by the game’'s
administrators to schedule the
tournament at this time of the
}Wfiir.

Both India and defending
champions Sri Lanka are com-
ing oif what is normally an ofl-
season, while travel-weary
Pakistan will dash from their
Test tour in far-away West In-
dies to play in the tournament.

“These were the only dates
available to us” said

Bangladesh Cricket Board sec-
retary Ashraf-ul Haq, "What
can we do? Can we stop the
rain.”

Even if the rains had Kept
off, the prevailing heat and

humidity would hardly have
provided cricketers ideal con-
ditions to.play a major tour-
nament.

Officially, the players Insist
they are looking forward to
some on-the-field activity. But
more than one visiting crick-
eter admitted off-the-record
that they would rather have
been resting at home,

"We have been confined to
our hotel rooms most of the
time.,” a senior Sri Lankan
player said. "And that's where
we may be for the next 10 days.”

Sri Lanka, the only overseas
teain to reach here before Sun-
day's scheduled start., turned
down an offer to practice at an
indoor facility an hour's drive
out of Dhaka.

The Indians, under a cloud
over the match-fixing allega-
tions against coach Kapil Dev,
have delayed their arrival till
sunday night.

Pakistan, who [finish the
Antigua Test against the West
Indies on Monday. will reach
here only on Wednesday. two
davs belore their opening
tateh against the hosts on Fri-
day.

The bad

forecast for

imnore

concern

weather over the next week can
only bring respite to the Pak-
Istanis, who have been on the
road since the start of the year
and are scheduled to undertake
a Test tour of Sri Lanka soon af-
ler the Asia Cup ends on June 8.

The cricketers are under-
standably wary of such tour-
naments in these turbulent
times, since each dropped catch
or run out will be eyed with
suspicion.

Kapil wanted the Indians to
pull out of the Asia Cup till the
match-fixing scandal was re-
solved, but was overruled by his
country’s cricket board.

Pakistan will play under the
shadow of the just-released ju-
dicial report which banned
lormer captain Salim Malik
and questioned the attitude of
senior cricketers like Wasim
Akram, Inzamam-ul Haq and
Mushtag Ahmed,

Even Bangladesh. who are
desperate to showcase their tal-
ent ahead of next month's cru-
cial decision to grant them Test
status, have not been spared the
raging storm alter suggestions
their momentous World Cup
win over eventual runners-up
PaKistan last year was fixed.

Asked how he planned to
tackle the situation, an Indian
player told AFP last week: "Eyes
open, moutih shut, And a silent
prayer: God, please don't mmake
ne drop a catch.”

|
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Bangladesh'’s fir"st_.nationnl cricket captain Shamim Kabir
(R) unveils the Vguy Pataka’, a book written by Shahidul

Azam, at the NS
Hassan (1, ),
presenl dunug e ceremony

'SC Conference Room yesterday. Roquibul
w0 15 also u former national captain, was

T L T, .

Ceremony on
‘Brjoy Pataka’

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader yesterday urged
players and cricket organisers
to uphold the International
fame of Bangladesh achieved
through superb performance in
the ICC tournament at Kuala
Lumpur and World Cup matches
in England, reports B5SS.

*We should be determined to
ensure continued success in
cricket as our boys have proved
their worth by beating Scotland
and Pakistan in the World Cup
cricket,” e said while speaking
as the chief guest at the publica-
tion cercmony of journalist
Shahidul Azam’s book “Bijoy
Pataka: Kuala Lumpur Theke
England” at the NSC audito-
rium in the city.

Deputy Minister for Local
Government and President of
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
Saber Hossain Chowdhury was
present as special guest on the
occaslion,

Shameem Kabir, Rakibul
Hasan, Shafiqul Hoque Hira,
Gazl Ashraf Hossain Lipu,
Minhajul Abedin Nannu, Fa-
rook Ahmed, Ataul Haque Mol-
ik, Dilu Khondoker and Ranijit
Biswas also took part in the
discussion on the book.

NOTICE

Due to space constraint
Crossword could not be
accommodated today. Any
neconvenience s regretted.

e

— Sporis Editor
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Zimbabwe
score 68

LEEDS. England, May 27.
Gavin Hamilton and Matthew
Hoggard plunged the Zimbabwe
tourists deeper (nto erisis on
the third day of the four-day
ame at Headingley here on
riday, reports AFP.

The Yorkshire pair took
eight wickets between them as
Andy Flower's men were skit-
tled for 68, the third lowest to-
tal they have ever made on a
tour.

Hamilton finished with five
for 22 and Hoggard. talked of as
a future England bowler, took
three for 18,

Scotland-born Hamilton did
not score a run, take a wicket or
claim a catch In his solita
Test appearance against Suuﬁ;
Africa last winter but found the
Zimbabwean batting much
more to his liking.

In left the Zimbabweans fac-
ing defeat even though they had
claimed a first innings lead of
Il and the game might well
have been over [n three days but
for the intervention of the
weather shortly after lunch.

Yorkshire added five runs in
the morning before being dis-
missed for 124, left-armer
Bryan Strang taking the last
wicket when he had Hoggard

caught behind the wicket for
one.

Debutant Simon Guy was left
unbeaten on 29 and Pommic
Mbangwa finished with six for
I4 from 18 overs.

But this fine effort in the
field was soon ruined by weak
batting, fully exploited by
Hamilton and Hoggard. '

The Innings developed in to
a procession from the moment
Grant Flower was bowled by
Hoggard in the third over of the
innings.

The tourists lost half their
side with only 42 runs on the
board as Hamilton supported
Hoggard's opening burst with
excellent seam bowling, going
on to claim five for 22 in only
/.3 overs, ;

Tufnell back
in the swing

LONDON, May 27 (Internet
report): Phil Tufnell returned
his best county championship
figures for nearly four years
before rain washed out the Di-
vision Two contest between
Northamptonshire and Middle-
sex at Wantage Road.

The 34-yvear-old left-arm
spinner, overlooked by the Eng-
land selectors so far this sea-
son, picked up two more wickets
on the final day to finish with
six for 92 from 38 overs as
Northants were dismissed for
319, giving them a first-innings
lead of 102,

Middlesex openers Mark
Ramprakash and Ben Hutton
had reduced the arrears by 24
when a heavy hailstorin drove
the players from the field two
balls after lunch, and the match
was abandoned as a draw.

Resuming on 265 for seven
after a blank day on Friday, the
home side were boosted by
David Ripley and Michael
Davies who carried their
eighth-wicket stand to 60 before
Tim Bloomfield had the wick-
etkeeper caught by Justin
Langer at first slip for a solid 55
from 119 balls.

Tufnell then tidied up the
innings, sending back Davies
who top-edged a sweep to wick-
etkeeper David Nash, and De-
von Malcolm courtesy of an-
other slip catch by Langer.

The slow left-armer's haul
was his best in the competition
for Middlesex since September
1996, while Bloomfield ended
with four for 46 from 16 overs.

Northants needed to make
early inroads if they were to put
any significant pressure on the
visitors. But Ramprakash
moved fluently to 16 from 26
balls, getting in some practice
for Thursday's second Test
against Zimbabwe, before the
heavens opened for a quarter-
of-an-hour.

Umpires John Hampshire
and Allan Jones then inspected
the conditions, accompanied by
the two captains, and they
quickly decided that no further
cricket was viable,

England pick

same bunch

LONDON, May 27 (Internet
report): The England selectors
have named an unchanged
squad of 13 for the second Test
against Zimbabwe which starts
next Thursday at Trent Bridge.

There is a doubt over Craig
White, who did not make the fi-
nal Xl at Lord's, but if he is
deemed unfit the squad will
simply be reduced to 12 players

White was taken ill on Tues-
day and spent the night in hos-
pital. He is expected to be told to
rest for a week.

Lancashire leg-spinner
Chris Schofield was preferred
to Durham pace bowler Steve
Harmison at Lord's and it could
be a late choice between those
(wo in the final line-up.

Schofield did not deliver a
ball on his Test debut while the
List bowlers did the job. but still
enjoved the experience of the
big occasion after just 16 first-
class games.

Other Injury problems have
been avoided by the resting
from county duty this week ol
captain Nasser Hussain,
Michael Atherton, Alec Stew-
art, Darren Gough and Andy
Caddick in accordance with the
conditions of the England
Cricket Board's new contract
systen.

Mark Ramprakash missed
out on England’'s run spree in
his Hirst opening role in 39
lests, so his new position has
still to be assessed.

SQUAD
N Hussalin (ept), M Atherton,
M Ramprakash, G Hick, A
Stewart (wkt), N Knight,
A Flintoff, C Schofield, A
Caddick, D Gough, E Giddins, S
Harmison !
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C'paul, Adams steady }

ST JOHN'S, May
27: Two vilal
pleces of the
jigsaw puzzle that
is the West Indies
inlddle-order
batting finally dropped into
slace to shorten Pakistan's lead
n the second Test on Friday
here, reports AFP.

Left-handers Shivnarine
Chanderpaul and captain
Jimmy Adams, whose batting
has been a letdown over the last
two years. batted for close to
four hours to give substance to a
West Indies total of 214 for
three at stumps on the second
day, replying to Pakistan's first
innings 269,

Chanderpanl and Adams,
whose batting averages have

lummetted from the lofty
ieights they attained early in
their international careers,
have so far shared an unbroken
fourth wicket stand of 130 that
lifted West Indies from the Inse-
curity of 84 for three,

It was not pretty cricket for
another modest Antigua Recre-
atfon Ground crowd to watch
from Adams and Chanderpaul
though. There was not the vol-
ley of strokes that has charac-
terised West Indian batting in
the 72 years of they have con-
tested Test matches.

It was however, steeped in
purpose, passfon and persever-
ance, three qualities West In-
dies have come to epitomise in
the last two months and has
Kept their side’'s hopes alive of
maybe, just maybe, clinching
the series-deciding win.

Chanderpaul has batted just
over four hours and faced 172
balls for his unbeaten 68 that
contains six fours, and Adams
has faced 169 balls in his 60 not
out spiced by four fours.

It was their 19th and 12th
half-centuries in their 42nd
and 44th Tests respectively.

It came after fast bowler
Courtney Walsh captured the
last two Pakistan wickets to
end with his 19th five-wicket
haul in his 117th Test to move
his world record career tally to
448 and Pakistan leg-spin
bowler Mushtaq Ahmed had
continued his absorbing battle
with the West Indies” batsmen.

Walsh needed only the first
over of the day to clear away the
rest of the Pakistan batting.

It k3 ¥

Waqar Younis miscued a
hook to backward square leg off
the second legitimate ball, and
Mushtagq cd&cd to provide wick-
ctkeeper Ridley Jacobs with his
fourth catch of the Innings.

It left Yousuf Youhana un-
beaten on 103, the sixth century
agalnst West Indies in thelr five
home matches for the year, one
in each of the Tests, two against
Zimbabwe and three against the
Pakistanis.

Mushtag then outfoxed
opening batsmen Sherwin
Campbell and Adrian Griffith
either side of lunch and had a
hand In the dismissal of Wavel
Hinds that to leave West Indies
Stru at B4 for three.

Campbell set aboul some
short, loose Pakistan bowling
from Wasim Akram and Waqar
to gather six fours, Including
one all-run, in his 31 that
lasted 60 minutes and 44 balls.

Campbell hit three fours off
the last three balls In Wasim's
second over: A savage pull, an
involuntary steer to third man,
and a rasping cut through
point.

The West Indles vice-captain
was really flowing when Pak-
istan captain Moin Khan called
upon Mushtaq. A little tenta-
tive against the leg-spinner
bowling his first over, Camp-
bell tried to clear mid-wicket
and hit the ball straight into
Yousuf Youhana's lap.

Things could have been
worse for West Indies had Pak-
istan taken the two chances of-
fered by Adrian Griffith.

His place in the side under
question, the left-hander did
little justice to himself in an
innings of 22 that lasted close
to two hours.

On one, Griffith was dropped
by Moin off Waqar and on ten
Yousuf put him down off Mush-
taq at short leg.

He just seemed to allow the
pressure of the moment to get
the better of him and after car-
rying West Indies to lunch at 60
for one alongside Hinds, Mush-
taq finally put him out of his
misery.

Sweeping at his 65th deliv-
ery, a googly pitched outside the
leg-stump. he was bowled be-
hind his back and immediately
raised the prospect of Chris
Gayle being the [first-choice
opening batsmen when West In-
dies arrive In England, unless
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he can redeem himse !
second innings here. IFin the

Hinds, the hero of

I )
ons Test with knocks n:l f&"ﬂﬂ- :
o4, has grown in confide oy

agalnst the Pakist
bowlers, J)artlcularly :;:: ‘f:l'" :
He had just taken efght pan
including his only both,--
the leg-spinner. when he wae
run out going for a s sin
Taking a few explora ,y
steps out of his crease. e gop 516
response  Irom  Chanderpay)
and. trying to scamper back,
was beaten by a throw to Moin

from Mushtag on his follow.
through.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the second day
of the third and final Test be.
tween West Indles and Pakistan
on Friday:

PAKISTAN: First innings
(overnight 267-8)

M Wasiin ¢ and b Rose 13
Nazir ¢ Rose b Ambrose 10
Younis ¢ Jacobs b Ambrose 4
Inzamam ¢ Griffith b Walsh 5
Youhana not out 103
Razzaq ¢ Jacobs b Walsh 2
Moin ¢ Jacobs b Rose
Akram ¢ Campbell b King
Saqlain ¢ Campbell b Walsh 4
Waqar ¢ Sarwan b Walsh 4
Mushtaq ¢ Jacobs b Walsh 0
Extras: (nb-20; 1b-4) 24
Total: (All out in 91 overs) 269

Fall of wickets: 1-21: 2-27: 3.
33: 4-130; 5-132; 6-173. 7-209:
B-247, 9-268.

A
2%

Bowler: O M R 49w
Ambrose 14 4 30 2
Walsh . 3 g A 5
Rose 19 4 48 2
King iI6 3 ' 48 I
Adams 14 2 40 0
C'paul ) ) RNy [ 0
WEST INDIES First innings
Campbell ¢ Youhana b Mushtaqg 31
Griffith b Mushtaq 2
Hinds run out %
Chanderpaul not out 8
Adams not out &0
Extras: (nb-4; |b-3) 7
Total: (For 3 wkis in 83.2 overs) 214

To bat: R Sarwan: R Jacobs:
F Rose: C Ambrose; R King: C
Walsh

Fall of wickets: 1-40: 2-73: 3-

84,

Bowler: O M R w
Akram 23 42 0
Wagar 132 4 27 0
Mushtagq 24 3 68 2
Saqlain 21 4 +H 0
Razzaq 10 1 30 0

Wadekar,

NEW DELHI, May

said that the
investigations so
far have revealed
name of a former
Indian cricketer as having
indulged in match-fixing even
as former Indian team manager
Ajit Wadekar and opener
Navjot Sidhu have denied the
allegations of bribery made by
Manoj Prabhakar against Kapil
Dev, reports PTI.

27: The CBI today

Sidhu know nothing

CBI sources said the agency
had gathered some evtgence
against a Delhi batsman, who is
atl present abroad, and further
probe was on,

The sources said Sidhu and
Wadekar, in their deposition
before the agency, denied that
they were aware of allegations
made by Prabhakar that Kapil
Dev had offered him 25 lakh
rupees to play below his poten-
tial in a match against Pak-
istan in a triangular series in

Former Indian cricketer Manoj Prabhakar displays a video

tape during a press conference to
against Kapil Dev in New Delhi yesterday.

press his allegations
—AFP photo

Sri Lanka

Sidhu has been named by
Prabhakar as a witness to the
offer allegedly made by Kapil
Dev in a hotel room he shared
with the former Indian opener.

Sidhu, during his 30-minute
deposition, conveyed to the
agency offi¢ials that there was
no truth behind the allegations,
the sources said.

Wadekar, during his deposi-
tion before the agency in Mum-
bal last week, also denied that
Kapil Dev was involved in any
match- fixing, the sources said.

Meanwhile, the CBI will de-
cide on filing a regular case
only after examining Kapil Dev,
they said.

The sources said things
would be more clear after examn-
ining Kapil Dev and corroborat-
ing the deposition of fornier all-
rounder Prabhakar before the
agency.

The agency had launched a
preliminary enquiry (PE) in the
case on May 2 after receiving
request from the sports min-
istry to probe various aspects of
match-fixing.

The sources said if the
agency did not find any sub-
stantive material after examin-
ing Kapil Dev, it might consider
closing the investigations.

Among the witnesses cited
by Prabhakar, CBI has already
questioned Wadekar and Sidhu
and will shortly be examining
others including former sKip-
pers Mohammad Azharuddin,
Sunil Gavaskar and Ravi Shas-
tri, the sources said.

Prabhakar claimed that the
offer was made in the presence
of his hotel roommate Sidhu
and following his angry oul-
burst wicketkeeper Nayan
Mongia and medium-pacer
Prashant Vaidya also rushed in
and were witnesses to the com-
motion. However, a report said
Vaidya has denied the claim of
Prabhakar and said he was un-
aware of what his former col-
league was talking about.

Malik appeals to military

LONDON, May 27
(Internet report):
Salim Malik said
he would take his
appeal against a
life-ban for mat-
ch-fixing to the country's mili-
tary ruler, General Pervez
Musharratf.

The disgraced former Pak-

iIstan captain told reporters at a
packed press conference on Fri-
day that he was Innocent of the
charges and was being targeted
unfairly.

1 have done nothing wrong
and am targeted. | will appeal to
General Pervez Musharraf and
President Mohammad Raliq
Tarrar against the ban," Agence

Former Pakistan batsman Salim Malik talking to reporters

in Lohore on May 26.

—AFP photo

France Presse quoted Malik as
saying.

The 37-year-old Malik and
former bowler Ataur Rehman
were banned for life from all
cricket activities by a one-man

judicial commission led by
Justice Malik Mohammad
Qayvuumn.

The commission also sug-
gested a 1 million-rupee fine
(around $20,000).

Malik. who hasn't played for
Pakistan since the World Cup of
1999, said he was waiting to
hear officially that he'd been
banned from the game.

“Once | get that in writing |
will consult my lawyers and
move the court,” he said.

Former captain Wasim
Akram and five others -- Mush-
taqg Ahmed, Inzamamul Haq,
Waqar Younis, Saeed Anwar
and Akram Raza were also
fured, though none of them were
accused of actual match-fixing.

1 don't talk about other
players - they will defend them-
selves. But I have been made a
scapegoat,” Malik said.

~The life ban imposed on me
was due to baseless allegations
of Australian players Shane
Warne and Mark Waugh." he
said. .
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