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City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evenin

Dhaka 262 20.6 89 &%
Chittagong 289 215 85 93
Rajshahi 312 234 90 R
Khulna 345 278 84 75
Barisal 21D 24.0 92 23
Svlhet 234 Z1.9 © 100
Cox's Bazar 32.1 22.6 74 B
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5.15 pm.

BIBM

9.15 am.

Safe Motherhood Day programme: the
inaugural ceremony of the Communication and Social
Mobilisation Programume on 'Reduction of Maternal Mortality'
will be held. Health Minister Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim will
be present as chiel guest. Venue:

12 noon.

Discussion: Amnesty International. Bangladesh has or-

ised a discussion meeting in observance of the 'Ainnesty In-
ternational Founding Day." Law Minister Abdul Matin Khasru
guest. Venue: Sena Kalyan Bhaban
auditorium (20th floor), Motijheel. Time: 4 pm.

will be present as chiel

Workshop:

ceremony: The

ceremony of a book. Adoleseent Girls Power, will be held.
Venue: WVA auditorium, Road-27, Dhanmondi. Time: 2.30 pm.

Iranian film show: zanhir Raihan Film Society will
screen three films — The Apple, The Peddler, and The
as part of its programme, the Contemporary lranian Film
Festival. Venue: German Cultural Centre, Road-9, Dhanmondi.
Time: 4.30 pm, 5.55 pm and 7.30 pm,

Discussion: Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy has or-
anised a discussion on artist Zainul Abedin to mark his 24th
eath anniversary. Prof Anisuzzaman will be present as chief

est while Prof Abul Mansur will present the key-note paper.
enue: Shilpakala Academy gallery. Time: 5 pm.

1 e ;
Bankers Forum seminar: Bankers' Forum has
organised a seminar on 'Role of private banks in the economy of
Bangladesh." Former finance minister M Saifur Rahman
present as chief guest. Venue: National Press Club. Time:

seminar: Bangladesh Institute of Bank
Management (BIBM) will hold a seminar on 'Politics of
Bangladesh and the trend in banking'. Ajay Dasgupta will
present the Key-note paper. Venue: BIBM seminar hall, Time:

Bangladesh Police Nari Kalya Samity in
cooperation with the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs
will hold a day-long workshop on The position of women In the
family: Ways to remove discrimination against women.' Home
Minister Mohammad Nasim will be
Venue: Police Telecom auditorium, Rajarbagh. Time: 10 am.

publication

clist —

P

Osmani Memorial Hall. Time:

present as chiel guest,

Discussion and publication ceremony:
Jatiyatabadi Peshajibee Parishad has organised a discussion
on President Ziaur Rahman's contribution to the political
arena’ to mark his 19th death anniversary. Also, a publication
ceremony of a book, 'Political Philosophy and ldeals of Zia,’
edited by Dr Emajudin Abmed will be held. BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia will attend the programme. Venue: National Press

Club auditorfum. Time: 3.30 pm.
Contemporar

Iranian Film Festival:
Zahir Raihan Film Society will screen two films — 'Once upon a
time, Cinema' and 'Gabbeh.” Venue: German Cultural Centre,
Road-9, Dhanmondi. Time: 5 pm and 6.45 pm.

Thundershower likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temporary gusty to squally wind is likelv at many places over

6 pm today, reports UNB.

Slight fall in day temperature is expected over the country,

Met office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 35.8 degree Celsius was
recorded at Chuadanga and the lowest of 20.6 degree Celsius at

Dhaka.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.40 pm and rises

tomorrow at 5.11 am.

Maximum and minimum

a, Chittagong. Svlhet, and Rajshahi and at a few
over Khulna and Barisal divisions during the next 12 hours till

temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

BARD founding
anniversary
observed

COMILLA. May 27: The 41st
founding anniversary ol
Bangladesh Academy of Rural
Development (BARD) was ob-
served here today in a befitting
manner, reports BSS.
Chairman of the Public Ad-
ministration Reform Commis-
sion (PARC) ATM Shamsul Huq
and Managing Director of Palli
Karma Sahayak Foundation Dr
Saleh Uddin Ahmed were chief
guest and special guest respec-
tively at the function held at
Kotbarl. Director General of
BARD Md Sikander All Mondal
presided.

The PARC chairman re-
ferred to the ploneering role of
BARD in poverty alleviation
and rural development and said
that a 20-year visionary pro-
gramme would have to be fixed
to create new job opportunities
and spread computer technol-

ogy.

Dr Saleh Uddin Ahmed, a
former director of BARD,
stressed the need for concerted
efforts to face the challenges of
the new century to eradicate
poverty.

Paying homage to Dr Akhter
Hameed Khan. founder of
BARD, the speakers said that he
had showed the people a way to
self-reliance by organising co-

operative movement.
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Sport Complex in the city yesterday.

Local Government Minister Zillur Rahman taking a closer look at a project on display at
the CARE Day exhibition organised by CARE, Bangladesh at the Sultana Kamal Women

— Star photo

Dev efforts being hampered
by natural disasters

Zillur Rahman says at
CARE Day function

By Staff Correspondent

The first CARE Day was ob-
served in the city yesterday

CARE Bangladesh, a US
based NGO which is serving the
humanity since 1947, organised
the day-long programme at Sul-
tana Kamal Women Sports
Complex at Dhanmondi.

Local Government Minister
Zillur Rahman was the chief
guest at the inaugural function
while country director of CARE
Steve Wallace delivered the wel-
come address. _

In his speech, Rahhman said
that Bangladesh is a potential
and promising country. It has a
great scope for rapid develop-
ment through proper utilisa-
tion of its natural resources,
fertile land and mass people.

"Unfortunately the devel-
opment efforts of Bangladesh
cannot attain its expected dy-
namism due to natural disaster,
drought, poverty, unemploy-
ment and lack of proper direc-
tion," he said.

He pointed out that the coun-
try could not practice democ-
racy in its rightful way. "As a
result, democratic values and
people’'s participation in devel-
opment were hindered to a great
extent,” he added.

Rahman said that the gov-
ernment believes that it is es.

sential to have concerted efforts

ol people In the development

process because it {s not possi-
ble for government alone to do
everything.

"We hr‘ht-vv that it {s possible
to have sustainable develop-
ment through people's partici-
pation along with the initia-
tives of the government and ef-
forts of the NGOs." he explained.

Referring to CARE's long-
standing activities in
Bangladesh, the minister said
that the people will always re-
main grateful to the organisa-
tion for its significant and effi-
cient role in reliel operation
during the devastation floods in
1998.

While describing various as-
pects of CARE's operation in
Bangladesh, Steve Wallace said
the organisation Is keeping
pace with the changes in the
world "Changes are taking place
in what we do and how we do it,’
he said.

Later, the minister formally

Sangskritik
Jote stages
hunger strike

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria yesterday said that cer-
tain "evil forces” had further
increased their destructive ac-
tivities in the country to foll the
execution of verdict in the
Bangabandhu murder case, re-
ports BSS.

‘It i1s unbelievable that the
irial of the Kkillers of the
founding leader of a country Is
yet to be completed after a pe-
riod of 25 years.” he sald while
addressing cultural activists (n
front of Bangabandhu Bhaban
at Dhanmondl yesterday after-
noonmn.

The minister expressed his
solidarity with the cultural ac-
tivists who staged a token day-
Innf, hunger strike demanding
early execution of the lower
court’'s verdict of Bangabandhu
murder trial. The hunger strike
was organised by Bangabandhu
Sangskritik Jote (BSJ).

Kibria sald the anti-libera-
tion forces are (trying to un-
dermine the spirit of ﬁu: coun-
try’'s liberation war and desta-
bilise the democratic atmo-
sphere by creating obstructions
in country's development activ-
ities.

"The self-confessed killers of
Bamiahun{lhu should be pun-
ished within the purview of the
existing law of the land.” he
sald and thanked the cultural
activists for participating in
the peaceful hunger strike

From page |

view of the uncertainties, we
have made an alternative pro-
vision, There will be an Inspec-
tion in the moming by the um.
pires. And If the nmpires find
that the match could not be
played tomorrow (Sunday] then -
it will be held on the following
day”, he sald in a pre-tourna-
ment press briefing.

Tomorrow, May 30, was a
scheduled rest day of the ten-
day meet, the final of which
will take place on June 7. Ap-
preciating Sri Lanka's spirit to
accept the rest day as reserved
day, Saber sald that the option
would also be open for the other
fwo teams.

The meet has another couple
of rest days (May 31 and June 4)
other than the reserve day for
the final on May 8. But those
days, if needed, can be consid-
ered as reserve days following
the mutual understanding be-
tween the two teams.

“It dose not depend on the
Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB). It is important to get the
consent of the participating
teams. But this is certainly
something that we would like to
materialise,” said Saber,
adding that it would allow the
cricket-crazy zillions both at
home and abroad to enjoy the
game of glorious uncertainties.

The tournament caused
enormous enthusjasm among
the local cricket fans, and they
have already ensured a full au-
dience despite the threat of per-
sistent rain.

Meanwhile, the general sec-
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retal?r of the BCB, Syed Ashra-
ful Haq, refuted the reports on
the possibilities of shifting the
tournament to another country.

“The event has to be com-
pleted by June 8, If the tourna-
ment falls through due to the
inclement weather then It
would be considered as no-
tournament”, said Ashraful.

“The next Asia Cup will be
held in Pakistan in the year
2001. But there {s no chance of
holding the meet in any other
place”, he said.

Rickshawpuller's
honesty

A rickshawpuller set a rare
example of honesty Friday
night by returning a cellular
I)hnne o its owner who left it on
1ls pedal-powered three
wheeler.

‘Last night rickshawpuller
Mohammad Zahangir came to
my residence, and to my utter
surprise returned my cellular
phone,” Talukdar Riazul Islam,
assistant architect of the Social
Welfare Directorate, told BSS
yesterday.

Zahangir, a native from
Lalmohan thana under Bhola
district, with the assistance
from businessman MA Quader
returmed the phone.

Islam lost his cellular phone
on Thursday on the way to his
office from Kalabagan residence
by Zahangir's rickshaw.

inaugurated an exhibition of
various programmes and pro-
jects being undertaken by CARE
Bangladesh.

CARE operates a total of 26
projects and programimes
across the country

places

Homeo Peshajibi

Samity
Homeo Peshajibi Samity,
Bangladesh, yesterday de-

manded of the government to
fulfil its 4-point demand in-
cluding 20 per cent of the health
sector s allocation for homeo-
pathic education and treatment
in the national budget, reports
UNB.

The demands were raised at

a meeting of the samity held at
Colonel Taher auditorium in
Bangabandhu Avenue. The

meeting also demanded ap-
pointment of DHMS physicians
along with BHMS physicians in
every district and upazila, gov-
ernment allowances for the
teachers and employees and
bring homeopathic hospitals
under the ﬁr}wmmﬁn L.

Presided over by president of
the samity Prof Dr Shahjahan
Kamal, the meeting was ad-
dressed by Its secretary general

Prof Dr Abdur Razzaq Taluk-
dar. Prof Dr Nazrul Islam, and
Homeo Medical College Chha-
tra Olkya Parishad president
Dr M Obaidul Huq Khan.

Ramu Samity,
Dhaka

Ramu Samity, Dhaka was
launched at a formal get to-
ether at a function at Indira
oad in the city recently, says a
press release.

The samity comprises of
people of Ramu thana under
Cox’'s Bazar residing in Dhaka.

The function was addressed
by Fani Bhusan Sharma, Sujan
Sharma, Shaimul Alam
Chowdhury, Abdul Momen
Chowdhury, Prof Shahedul
Alam Chowdhury, Dr Md
Mostafa Kamal Chowdhury and
resident  of Chattagram
samity Azizul Haque Chowd-
hury.

Dr Kamal visits
injured Kader
Siddique

By Staff Correspondent

President of Gano Forum Dr
Kamal Hossain visited injured
veteran Ireedom fighter Kader
Siddique at the National Car-
diovascular Institute on Friday
night.

Kader Slddique, chief of
Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Janata League (BKSJL), and
some of the party activists were
Injured in a clash with the po-
lice at Tangail on Thursday.

Dr Kamal condemned the po-
lice action and expressed sym-
pathy to the injured leader.

Chalrman of Jatiya Party
Hussain Mohammad Ershad
also visited the BKSJL leader,

Leaders and activists of dif-
ferent socio-cultural and politf-
cal organisations also went to
the hospital to seek Kader Sid-
digue.

Meanwhile, BEKSJL executive
comunittee at a meeting vester-
day called upon the countrymen
tlo raise voice agamnst police ex-
coess.

H -

Mayor's call to
strengthen AL
party activities

Mayor of Dhaka Mohammad
Hanif yesterday called upon the
leaders and workers of the city
Awaml League to strengthen the
party activities for gainin
victory in the next generiﬁ
elections, reports BSS.

"Awami League believes in
constructive politics as it {s a
pro-people political party,” he
sald while speaking at a meet-
ing of the Dhaka City Awami
League yesterday evening.

Mohammad Hanif said the
whole nation Is now united n
the mainstream politics of de-
velopment,

Qulkhwani

The qulkhwani of eminent
businessman Iftekhar Ahmed
{(Shipu). who was killed by as-
sallant’s bullets on May 24, will
be held tomorrow after Asr
rayers al his  residence at
louse No 45/E, Road No 13/C,
Banand, says a press release.
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The excessive rainfall during Friday night submerged most of the city thoroughfares
putting urban life in jeopardy. This photograph was taken from Rajarbagh area.
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The billboard erected on top of Hotel Sakura at Shahbagh
lashed the city yesterday morning.

elected Leo Dist
president

Leo Md Tave-
bur Rahman
was eclected
Leo District
iresident of
Jistrict 315A-
1. Bangladesh
al the 5th
Annual Leo
et . . District Con

lerence held on May 19, says a
press release,

In the conference. Leo
Reazuddin Tutul was elected
District Vice President, and Leo
A5.M. Sharif and Leo Syedur
Rahman werenominated as Dis-
trict Secrelary and District

All relatives, friends and
well-wishers are requested to
attend the qulkhwani,

Treasurer respectively.

The day-long conference was
presided over by District presi-
dent Leo Md Asaduzzaman.

Tayebur Rahman Reopening of

Ring
Shine factory
demanded
By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Garment Sramik Jote
has demanded immediate re-
opening of Ring Shine Sweater
Factory at Dhaka Export Pro-
cessing Zones (DEPZ) In Savar

The Jote In a meeting yester-
day also demanded punishment
of those who are responsible for
the untoward lnrhlt*nt at the
lactory on May 2.

Held at the Jote office on
Bangabandhu Avenue, the
meeting was presided over by
labour leader Fazlur Rahman,
Jote leaders Joynal Abedin,
Taslima Akhtar, Mavenuddin,
Shirin Akhter. Anjuman Ara
and Shahloa Akhtar also spoke
on the occaslon.

The speakers also demanded

a hdicial enguiry Into the nel-
dent. *
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The All Party Action Council brought out a procession in the city yesterday protesting

unilateral appointment of the new Chief Election Commissioner.

Erosion threatens
Chandpur
embankment

CHANDPUR, May 27: The
erosion by the river Meghna at
Chandpur has threatened the
existence of Chandpur Town
Protection Embankment. The
erosion at Chandpur Nutan
HBazar area has been continuing
alarmingly for a week. reports
HSS.

According to Bangladesh
Water Development Board,
Chandpur office sources, about
200 feet area of Chandpur Town
Protection Embankment at
Jamuna Ghat area have already
been eroded, _

The erosion by the mighty
river Meghna has started here
with the beginning of the mon-
soon. The water level in the
river has been Increasing day
by day at Chandpur. '

Shipu

From page |
as Mozammel Majumadel
brother of Kamal Majumder
said no such raid was conducted
at the residence of the MP ves-
terday

Refusing to give the where
abouts of Jewel, he said, how he
could stay in the house when
has been implicated in a mur-
der case.

Jewel has been implicated in
the case out of vengeance
Mozammel said without elabo-
rating

[ftekhar Ahmed Shipu, 38, a
cellular phone trader, was
gunned down at UAE Market on
Wednesday night

An FIR in this regard regis-
lered with Gulshan police ac-
cused Naimuzzaman Jubair
son of Asaduzzaman, Director
of Civil Aviation o1
Bangladesh, Saiful Alam. son
of Ahmad Hossain and Jewel
son of Kamal Ahmed Majumader
MP

Nor'wester

From page |
rive a little early, reaching
Teknal Tuesday, and all over
the country by June 5-7, Met ol-
fice sources said last night

The Met office forecast little
change in the foul weather in 48
hours from 6 p.m. yesterday.

There may be 1more
nor'westers and rains under the
influence of the active westerly
lows over Gangetic West Bengal
and Bihar with its trough ex-
tending up to the North Bay
backed by the advancing Mon-
soon winds. a senior meteorol-
ogist said

He said, in the next five days
the weather will improve except
in Chittagong region where the
advancing Monsoon will cause
raintall

The nor'wester that hit the
city at 4:30 am vesterday gained
a speed of 73 kmp in Zia Inter-
national area and 63 kmph In
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, the Met
office said,

But confusion remained
about the ferocity ol the storm
that damaged the two huge
bamboo-made structures at
Raver Bazar. ” It could be that
the force of the storm which
brushed the area was higher
than what we recorded “, the
meteorologist sald

The city and its suburbs were
hit by another storm in the
evening at a speed of 53 kinph
Fhere was 118 mum rainfall in
the city from 6 pm Friday to 6
pm vesterday.

The inclement weather
forced cancellation of two (n-
ternational flights and a nume-
ber ol domestic flights. Prime
Minister Shelkh Hasina can-
celled her flight to Chittagong,

Many areas In the city and
different parts of the country
were without power lor hours.
The 33 kv feeder line from
Tongl to Savar and power lines
ifrom Kabirpur to Navarhat,
Hasanbad to Srinagar, Munshi-
guu'{ to Aricha tnpped.

ains flooded many city
streets, creating traffic jam
The fallen trees added to the
chaos,
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a final vear student of Political
o>cience Department assaulted
Mahbub Zaman Nahid of The
Daily Star and Tanveer Mah-
mud of The Bangladesh Ob-
server on May 20, accusing
them of not giving him way
through the crowd that gathered
on the campus to hear PCJSS
chief Shantu Larma

The two DU correspondents

| ol two national dailies were
| busy taking notes of Larma's
speech

Dhaka University Journal-
ISt Association (DUJA) has been
bovcotting BCL programme
protesting the incident since

May 22

Opposition
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registration begai: on the 15th
of this month and is scheduled
to end on the 30th

He warned of
quences lor any

SCIrious Ci
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tion in preparing the voters
list. “"We have already received a
large number of complains

about rigging in voter registra-

| tion tmt]‘aim;-}'m; opposition

S ——— — i

activists and supporters from
the list”, he alleged and advised
the EC to prepare the voters' list
properly

The Al government has
failed to manage the economy
and is almost unable now to

present the national budget for
the next financial yvear becauss
ol shortage of funds. The gov

ernment has already borrowed
thousands ol taka
from cominercial banks. which
are now unable to provide more
loan to it, the BNP secretary
general claimed

Jativa Party Secretary Gen-
eral Naziur Rahman Manjur al-
leged that the govermment was
conspiring to hold the Upazila
polls keeping the Opposition
out of the race. The Opposition
will neither take part in any
such polls nor allow ils hold-
ing, he warned

Jamaat -e-Islaml Secretary
General Matiur Rahman
Nizami alleged that the AL ap-
pointed the CEC unilaterally at
the dictate of India to cling to
power by any means because
,they know people will no more
vote for them.

Islamd Qikya Jote Secretary
General Fazlul Haq Amini
claimed that people would not
vole for AL any more because
since assuming power, it is con-
spiring to eliminate Islam from
the country.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by, among others, BNP
leaders Abdul Matin Chowd-
hury and Abdus Salam, JCD

crores ol

President Habibunnabi Khan
Sohel, JP leader Saifur Rah-
man. Jamaat leader ATM

Azharul Islam and 10OJ leader
Abdur Rab Yusuli

BNP MPs Maj (Retd)
AKhteruzzaman, Ehsanul Haq
Milon., Amanullah Aman and

Zainal Abedin Farugq and party
leader Maj. Gen. (Retd) Z A Khan
were presciil.

Later, leaders and activists
ol the alllange jointly brought
out a processiin.

One killed in
road accident

MAGURA, May 27: A middle-

aged man was crushed under the
wheels of a speeding truck at lo-
cal bus stand this morning, po-
lice said. reports UNB

Abdul Khaleq, 50, of Boruna-
toil village in Sadar upazila,
was hit by a Dhaka -bound
truck. He was rushed to Sadar
Hospital with severe injuries

He succumbed to his injuries
shortly after admission to the
hospital. Police seized the truck
but its driver managed to flee. A
case was filed

A day dawned

From page |

Manv of the inmates includ-
ing an entire tamily of six were
trapped in the .‘-'-Llhll]t’l'gt‘d

structure. At around 1 pm yes-
terday. fire brigade personnel
ind local volunteers led by Haiji
Mogbul Hossain MP recovered
10 dead bodies from the under-
water debris. Thousands of peo-
ple living in similar structures
in the area sadly watched the
rescue operation

| have lost all my savings, |
do not even have a piece of cloth
to change my wet clothes,” said
Hawa. who works at a garinents
factory at Farm Gale

lust next door., a similar
structure built on the dirty wa-
ters in the low lving area inside
Dhaka flood protection em-
bankment also gave in to the
storm. Both the structures were
built about a vear ago and
rented to 60 families. each liv-
ing in a small room paying TK
200 a month

Sheikh Bachchu, who was
vet to trace his son, said so
many people were Killed due to
water logging in the area.

“ This area has suddenly
gone under water because
housing complexes are being set
up by filling up the low lying
area. There Is no outlet for
flood water and despite our re-
quest to the local Ward Com-
missioner. nothing was done to
pump water outside the em-
bankment,” he said

Local people said one Advo-
cate Igbal built the structures
again after a devastating fire
had gutted those last vear.

“ We told him not to build
such two-storied structures but
he did not listen. Here none
pays taxes but they get electric-
(ty and gas and the earnings are
quite big,” said Abu Sayeed
ée,mx. a former Ward Commis-
sioner of the area.

“ Now these poor people will
look for other places to live, the
govermment will give relief and
the landlord will benefit from
this,” Beparl said referring to
the situation following the fire
that gutted the same slum last
year.

Haji Magbul MP said, = Wa-
ter logging is a major problem
inside the t‘lllbﬂl‘l{(ﬂltllt and
those who are encroaching
upon the canals and other low
Ilving areas are all big shots. So
many people would not die to-
(ay if water logging problem
Wwas not there.”
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