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SUVA, May 27 : Fijt Presi-
dent Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara
today dismissed the civillan gov-
ernmicnt being held hostage by
armed coup plotters leaving

himsell as sole authority of the

South Pacific nation, reports
AFP.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence here, the Fijlan president
said he had sacked the elected

overnment of Primne Minister
ahendra Chaudhry and ap-
pointed a caretaker adminis-
tration.

The leader of the caretaker

vernment appointed by Mara
-- acting prime minister Ratu
Tevita Momoedonu -- immedi-
ately resigned, leaving the
president as Fiji's sole authority.

Parliament would be sus-

nded for the next six months,

ara said, adding that his ac-
tions were allowed under Fiji's
constitution.

On May 19 part Fijian busi-
nessman George Speight and six
soldiers from a special forces
group seized the Fiji Parliament
and took Chaudhry and more
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than 30 government politiclans

pllﬁuen
iere was no immediate re-

action from Speight to the latest
announcement.

Mara's moves came in a day
when Speight's men provoked a
shoot out on the main road
outside Parliament, wounding
two government soldiers and a
cameraman from Associated
Press Television. None of their
injuries were life threatening.

Mara sald it was "highly
likely” that Speight and six oth-
ers would be given immunity
from prosecution.

In another development the
head of the Fiji Military Forces
Frank Bainimara said they un-
derstood the feelings of the sol-
diers but did not support the
means being adopted in the
current crisis.

But only a "handful” of spe-
cial forces were involved.

“There is total support for
his Execellency the President.”

Mara told a press conference
that he had been lryiuﬁ to
make contact with Chaudhry

.

for two hours Friday. This was
unsuccessful.

“Therefore 1 was looking for
and I think 1 have found a con-

A caretaker priimme minister
would be appointed by Monday
along with a Council of Advisers.
He sald Spelght, who was not a

stitutionally alternative viable =anember of parliament, could

route through the crisis,” Mara
said.

There was a section in the
constitution providing for the
removal of a minister who Is
unable to perform his functions.

‘I think there can be little
doubt now. given the existing
hostage crisis, that the present

E’ fmme Minister Mahenydhra
“haudhry i1s not only absent

from duty. but is also nnable to
Herfarm the functions of his ol-
-
He was obliged to appoint an
existing minister as caretaker
I:)rlmt minister, and several
1ad avoided being taken pris-
oner.

Momoedonu was approached
and told he would be appointed
briefly and would then be ex-
pected to resign to give Mara a
clean slate and "enable me to
provide unfettered executive au-

thority.”

not be caretaker, while former
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
would continue to have a place
in advising the government.

He termed it & move that
"will release all the ministers
who are under arrest from
their responsibility and possibly

remove the grounds under
which they are being held
hostages.

‘They are no longer minls-

ters, I am the only person who
is governing the country."

Speight Is also demanding
Mara's resignation before he
released the hostages.

"Some of the steps | have
taken may be considered by the
hostage takers and they may
review thelr thoughts about
whether they should be Kkept
under or released.

“They want to remove me, |
cannot consider that is possi-
ble under the present circum-

International

dent suspends govt

Iran's Chief Justice Ayatollah Mahmud Hashemi-Shahrudi (L), Iranian President
Mohammad Khatami (2nd L), former Iranian president Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani (3rd
L), who resigned his seat last week before even taking it up, Iran's new Army Chief
Mohammad Salimi (2nd R) and Chief of Revolutionary Guardians Yahia Rahim Safavi (R)
attend the inaugural session of Iran's new parliament yesterday in Tehran. Khatami
called on the new parliament to help heal Iran's sick economy and establish "social

justice.”

— AFP photo

[ranian MPs urged
lo heal economy,

support Islam

TEHRAN, May 27 : President
Mohammad Khatami called on
the new parliament at its inau-

ural sessjon today to help heal

Fr.'m'ss sick economy and estab-
lish “social justice” while
supreme leader Ali Khamenel
urged them to thwart the ene-
mies of Islam, reports AFP.

Khatami also asked in his
speech for "all the MPs,” those
who back his reform eflorts as
well as minority conservatives,
to pitch in, and to help avoid
“artificial political crises.”

We must be able to act "in a
climate of trust, away from ar-
tificial crises which have done
us harm both inside Iran and
abroad,” he said.

Since the moderate
Khatami's own election three
years ago, the country has been
racked by conflict between
dominant conservatives and
resurgent reformists, who won
a large majority in February
parliamentary elections

I'he parliament must "help
the government correct the
country's administrative bu-
reaucracy and cooperate per-
fectly to heal Iran's sick econ-
omy and establish social jus-
tice,” sald Khatami, whose pow-
ers are limited in realins such
as foreign affairs

_Pakistan to consolidate nuclear
 capability to deter aggression

ISLAMABAD, May 27 : Pak-
istan on Friday said it would
consolidate its nuclear capability
to deter aggression, an official
statement said. reports AFP.

The decision was taken at
the first meeting of the recently
sel up National Command Au-
thority (NCA) chaired by military
ruler General Pervez Mushar-

raf, the statement said.
De<criber as the apex deci-

sion-making body lor the com-
mand and control of strategic
forces, NCA consists of cabinet
ministers, chiefs of the three
services and senior Pakistani
scientists.

At its inaugural session it
‘resolved to consolidate Pak-
istan's nuclear capability to de-
ter aggression.” the official As-
socialed Press of Pakistan
quoted an official spokesman as
saving.

At the same time the NCA
reaflirnned Pakistan's "nuclear
policy of responsibility and re-
straint. consistent with its obli-

gations as a de facto nuclear
power.” the spokesman said in
a statement.

He said the meeting dis-
cussed a number of policy is-
sues including proposals relating
to command, control and re-
structuring of strategic organi-
zations.

NCA was established In
February when officials said it
would be responsible for policy
forinulation and would "exercise
employment and development
control over all strategic nuclear
forces and strategic organiza-
tions.”

Friday's meeting decided the
NCA would meet frequently to
deliberate on major policy issues
related to the country's nuclear
capability, the spokesman said.

The meeting came ahead of
Sunday’'s second anniversary of
Pakistan’s nuclear weapons
tests in reaction to similar
blasts by arch-rival India on
May 11, 1998

The new

nuclear states.

locked in a 52-year-old dispute
over Kashmir, which has trig-
gered two wars since they
gained indpendence in 1947,
have not signed the global Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty.

Pakistan has declared a
moratorium on further nuclear
tests.

General Musharraf on
Thursday said Pakistan was not
preparing to conduct fresh nu-
clear tests. But he said "if India
does it we should not be
stopped.”

The NCA meeting coincided
with the current visit of United
States Undersecretary of State
Thomas Pickering to Islamabad
for talks on peace and security
in the region and Pakistan-US
relations.

Officials said Pakistan as-
sured the US official its nuclear
policy was based on “restraint
and responsibility” and that it
was committed to not exporting
nuclear technology to any other
country or entity.

stances. | have been given a re-
sponsibility by the Council of
Chiefs to carry on and 1 am
carrying on.”

He sald he was slow in acting
because he wanted to be sure
he was acting within the consti-
tution and he was still within
It."l want to make absolutely
certain that | stayed within the
constitution. It will be on the
edge but I am still within 1t."

Mara sald he believed the
Commonwealth and the world
would react "very badly” to his
INOVEs

He sald two thirds of Fiji's
trade was with Australia and if
that was cut "that is two thirds
of our life blood",

Bainlmarama In a seperate
earller press conference said
the army was loyal to the presi-
dent and the GCC,

He denied there was any
significance in the faillure of the
army to fire at those firing at
soldiers,

"The dissident group used
the protection of the crowd and
the anny can do nothing *

WASHINGTON, May 27: A
new and dangerous computer
virus in spreading through e-
mall systems using Microsoft
Outlook, the FBI said, reports
AP

Anti-virus industry sources
were reporting that a number of
corporate e-mail systems had
already been Infected, and some
shut down, the FBIl's National
Infrastructure Protection Cen-
tre said Friday night

The virus is carried in e-
mail with the subjeét "Resume —
Janet Simons” and once
opened, spreacds to everyone in a
users e-mail address book. It
also attempts to delete a num-
ber of files on the user's systemn,

Anti-virus industry sources
are reporting that a number of
corporate e-mail systems have
already been infected, and some
shut down, according to a
statement issued Friday night
by the FBIl's National Infras-
tructure Protection Centre

The FBI is advising com-
puter users (o not open any e-
mail with this subject line. to
deactivate the executive sum-
nary leature in Microsolt Out-
look. and then delete the e-mail

Visiting US Undersecretary of State Thomas Pickering (L)
hugs Pakistani Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar before a
meeting In Islamabad yesterday. Pickering urged both
India and Pakistan to reduce violence in Kashmir and

open talks to resolve their disputes.

Another virus spreading
through e-mail systems

without opening it. The anti-
virus industry is working on
software patches to stop the
virus, the FBI said.

The warning said the virus
could spread over the next three
days, with a potentially rapid
surge in activity as business
opens overseas on Monday and
in the United Sates on Tuesday,
after the Memorial Day holiday
weekend.

The Symanter AntiVirus Re-
search Center said the virus was
‘extremely fast-spreading com-
puter worm that uses Microsoft
Outlook to e-mail itself as an
attachments.’

‘Symantec said the e-mail
message containing the virus
reads e Director of
Sales/Marketing, attached is
iy resume with a list of refer-
ences contained within. Please
feel free to call or e-mail me if
you have any further questions
regarding my experience. | am
IUH]«'III{_{ forward to ]ll‘tlfillg
from you

Sincerely,

Janet Simons."”

Earlier this months. the
spread of a computer virus that

Formal talks for release
of hostages begin

BANDANG, Philippines. May
27 : Government negotiators
and Abu Sayvaf leaders miet in
their first formal talks today for
the release of 21 mostly foreign
hostages being held by the Fil-
ipino Muslim rebel group. re-
ports AFP.

‘The negotiators and the
(Abu Savvaf) met for the forinal
meeting 1o secure the release of
the 21 hostages and study the
demands of the rebels,
aide of top government negotia-
tor Roberto Aventajado told re-
porters.

The talks are being held in
Bandang village near Talipao
town where the rebels fled on
Friday from Patikul with the
hn.f-‘.ta%ﬂs._

Talipao and Patikul towns,
about 10 km apart, are coastal
towns on Jolo island, where the
hostages have been held since
they were abducted from the
Malaysian resort of Sipadan on
April 23

The Abu Sayyaf, who are
fighting for an independent
state in the southern Philip-
pines, are holding nine

a ( |{|'-1t‘

Malaysians, a German family of
three. a French couple. two
Finns, a South Alrican couple,
two Filipinos and a Lebanese.

Earlier Abu Sayyaf Muslim
rebels holding 21 mostly foreign
hostages agreed to meet Philip-
pines government negotiators
today, a day aflter abruptly
cancelling their first round of
talks for the release of the cap-
nves

A convoy led by government
negotiators and Islamic elders
as well as dozens of journalists
headed to a coastal village in
southern Jolo island where the
long delayed talks would be
held. officials said

The meeting will proceed
this afternoon.,” said a
spokesman for a group of eight
Muslim theologians, or Ulamas,
who went to the rebels’ jungle
base to help lure them to the
negotiating table.

Scheduled talks between the
Abu Sayyaf and state negotia-
tors were scrapped Friday when
the guerrillas broke camp and
fled with their captives to a new
bhase alter reportedly being un-
nerved by a large military.
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could have done more damage
thien the "Love Bug”" was slowed
by US companies that had
strengthened their defenses
against attacks from the Inter-
net

The virus dubbed
"NewLove.” infected thousands
of computers around the world

but failed to become an epi-
demnic like the Love Bug that
reached millions three weeks
AP0

saleguards put in place on
corporate e-mail svstems
Against the earlier virus

he

virus shared soine
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FBI said the
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(l a search
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Bug and have launclie

lor the crealor

The Love Bug arrived in e-
mails with an "ILOVEYOU" sub-
ject line that enticed millions
of recipients (o open the at-
tachment that activated the

virus. Once news of the threat
spread, infected
easily detected and deleted

Estimates of the damage
caused by that virus range up to
dirs 10 billion, mostly in lost
work time

c-mails were
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pro-democracy
in New

Burmese
demonstration

actively campaigning in
democracy in their country

Delhi

military regime of Myanmar (the former Burma)
supporters of Nobel laureate Aung San

India

activists take part I1n a
yesterday against the
Exiled

Suu Kyl are

restoration ot
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COLOMBO, May 27 Sri
Lanka's inilitary today brushe«l
aside a truce offered by Tamil
Tiger guerillas and vowed to de-
fend the northern peninsula ol
Jaffna against a major rebel of-
fensive, reports AFP.

The rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) said from
their office in London they will
observe a 12-hour truce in the
Thenmarachehi sector of the
Jafina peninsula today to allow
civilians to leave the area.

e rebel offer was also an-
nounced over the guerrillas’
clandrstine Voice of Tigers radio
late Friday

UK charity clears
2,500 mines from
Georgia-Abkhazia

border

MOSCOW, May 27 The
British anti-landmine hamani-
tarian organisation, the Halo
“Trust. has cleared over 2 500
landmines from the Georgian-
Abkhaz border, regional coordi-
nator Richard Boulter said Fri-
dav. reports AFP

The operation to clear the
landmines from the Gall district
and the Cumista river-bank in
Abkhazia’s Sukhum! district
ook two years, Russian news
agency ITAR-TASS reported

The areas were littered with
mines during a 15-month con-
flict. teiggered in 1992 when
Grorgia's Abkhazian province
Uevlm egrits Independence.

“What ceasefire, we are not
going 1o take note of what is
sald over Voice of Tigers.” mili-
tary spokesman Fernando saicl
adding his headquarters had
not been told of a ceasefire by
any humanitarian agency ei-
ther.

The LTTE statement sald
that the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees
(UNHCR) had requested Sri
Lankan armed forces to cease
"armed activities in Then-
marachchi during this specified
period.”

The Tiger statement sald
they had approached the Inter-

metres).

an anti-rebel operation

sald the spokesman, Lt Col

CRIERRY

Plane crashes in Phili

A small plane with four people aboard crashed
in the northern Philippines and there were
survivors, officials sald Saturday, AP reports from Manila.

A report by the Air Transportation Office
engine Cessna "apparently slamimed into the
heavily forested Susong Dalaga mountain at 4,800 feet (1.454

» Colombo brushes aside
Tigers’ truce offer

national Committee of the Red
('ross and other human rights
organisations in the peninsula to
help evacuate civilians 1o safe
areas.,

However *the ICRC deniecd
they had been approached

‘We have not been ap-
proached either by the LTTE or
the government to evacuate
civilians ICRC spokesman
Harsha Gunawardena sald
here

Meanwhile, a top army gen-
eral. Jaanaka Perera, said the
military was pushing back the
LTTE in the Jaffna peninsula,

-
pines:
Ina mountain
no signs ol

sald the single
slopes” of the

3 klllEd il’l ACEh:Thrne civillans were killed n

in Aceh,
province on the northern tip of

spokesman sald Saturday, AP re
e victims were shot dead when Indonesian troops ralded a
rebel hideout on Friday in Krueng Sabe district in West Aceh

Widhagdo. He said all t
members of the separatist Free Accthmrmne:H. v

Indonesia’'s strife-torn
Sumatra island, a military
»orts from Banda Aceh '

Indian PM inducts 3
ministers to Cabinet

NEW DELHI]. Mav 27 In-
dian Primme Minister Atal Behari
Vajpavee today said i Was
adding three more ministers to
the jumbo-sized Cabinet ol his

coalition government, reports
AFP.
Indian President K.R

Narayvanan swore in Nitish Ku-
mar and Arjun Sethi as cabinet
ministers and appointed Braja
Kishore Tripathy in a junior
post In an independent charge

Vajpayee described the ex-
pansion as "minor changes” and
sald Kumar would retain his
earlier portfolio of agriculture
He did not specify the depart-
ment alloted to Sethi,

Kumar, a firebrand politi-
cian, quit his cabinet job In

March to head a coalition gov-
ermment in eastern Bihar state.
but his administration collapsed
within seven days during a show
ol legislative strengh in the local
assembly

[he latest expansion, the
second since Vajpayee's Hindu
nationalist-led coalition govern-
ment assumed office seven
months ago, took to 73 the
number of ministers in the
prime minister's Cabinet

Fhe three new ministers be-
long to political parties allied to
Vajpavee's Hindu nationalist
BJIT party. The ruling coalition
comprises 16 parties

Dilip Ray, Minister of State
for Steel, meanwhile, resigned

| rounded her party

YANGON, May 27 Aung
San Suu Kyi today vowed to
keep fighting for democracy in
Myanmar, as riot police sur-
headquar-
ters on the 10th anniversary ol
its nullified election victory, re-
ports AFP.

The streets of Yangon were
quiet and there were no signs of
|iilgt‘ protests, witnesses said,
but security was tight at Na-
tional League for Democracy
(NLD) headquarters

The Yangon regime had
erected barricades in front ol
the building., where members
commemorated the anniversan
of the landslide election victon
which was overturned by the

military.

Suu Kyi vows to keep
fighting for democracy

Riot police were screening
anyone approaching the barri-
cades and although diplomats
and journalists were invited to

the ceremony }‘n!:' e were allow-

Ing in only accredited NLD
members and a lew non-men-
llt‘fh

Inside thie I.'.il[‘-. vowed it
would totally reject any future

elections in Mvanmar until the
militarv regime recognizes the
results of the 19090 polls

About 300 party membeoers
commemorated the
by slamming the junta. and re
leased a statement saving the
NLD would not “acknowl dge
any constitution or elections

drawn up by the government

1M IV Salh

15 killed, 20
hurt 1n Indian
lorry accident

HYDERABAD, India, May
Z27: Fifteen people including
eight children, were killed ane
20 Injured when a lorry over
turned In the southern Indian
state of Andhra Pradesh today,
police sald, reports Reuters,

The lorry, carrying about 40
people, overturned while nego-
tiating a sharp turn near Nel.
lore, about 500 km (304 miles)
southeast of the state capital
Hyderabad, police spokesman
Shujath All sald

The victhins were sitting atop
the sand-filled vehicle, he -,,ml
The injured have been moved to
Nellore district hospital

Ethiopia determined to

end war with Eritrea

ADDIS ABABA, May 27
Ethiopla Is determined to end
Its war with neighbouring Er-
itrea and focus its resources on
development, President Negasso
Gidada told roday's government
press, reports AFP,

‘Ethlopia is determined to
bring an end to the war with
Eritrea and redirect its re-
sources to development pro-
rammes,” the president said
‘riday, three days before {ndj-
rect peace talks are due to re-
sume in Algiers and as fighting
was continuing in southern ar-
eas ol Eritrea

Ethiopla's ambassador to

Kenva told AFP on Friday that
Ethilopia would continue fighting
Lritrea until its nrighlmur 1O
longer posed a threat to
Ethlopla's security and said this
meant “incapacitating” the Er-
itrean army

slnce an episodic border war
resumed May 12, as much ol
the Horn of Africa was aflected
by drought, Ethiopia has taken
control ol all areas it lays claim
to along the middle of its border
with Eritrea, which has pledged
to pull its troops from disputed
arcas along the eastern end of
the frontier.

Ethiopla saud it had no faith
in the pledp

Fhe lact that some
apment partners  houl
pended thelr assistanot

devel-

TR
to the
Lecaunse ol wWal
a1 hpact

couniry s
against Erltrea has
on various development pro-
jects,” sald Negasso, who ex-
plained that several long term
economic prograumemes, as well
as Irrigation projects, had been

launched

He saild the government had
done its ntmost to save millions
of Ethiopians threatencd by the
drought
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Israel closes
northern border
for one month

METULLA, Israel, May 27 :
The Israeli army today closed a
zone along its northern border
in an apparent bid to prevent
any flare-up following its evacu-
ation from South Lebanon, re-
ports AFP.

Military officers distributed a
statement declaring the area a
“‘closed military zone" which it
sald would be closed for a
month to civillans and journal-
Ists.

The move mirrored that un-
dertaken by UN peacekeeping
troops on the Lebanese side of
the frontier, who barred
Lebanese from approaching the
internationally-recognized fron-
ties

Following Israel’'s withdrawal
from south Lebanon on
Wednesday, crowds of Lebanese
supporters had gathered at the
border fence to taunt, threaten
and insult Israelis for the 22-
year occupation,

6 suspected

Maoist rebels
killed in Nepal

KATHMANDU, May 27: Po-
lice gunned down six suspected
members of a Maoist rebel
group that Is trying to over-
throw the Himalayan king-
dom’s constitutional monar-
«hv. a police official said today,
reports Reuters,

The rebels, Including a
woman, were killed in an hour-
long gunbattle on Friday at
Urma village in Kailali district,
about 500 km (312 miles) west
of the capital Kathmandu

"olx bodies have been recov-
ered from the site of the clash
One has been identified as a lo-

cal Maoist leader police offi-
cial Ramkaji Bantawa told
Reuters '

There was no Iimmediate

comment from the rebel group

More than 1.300 people have
been killed In Maoist-related
violence across Nepal since the
start of its campaign in early
1996

Foday Sankoh
to be put
on trial

FREETOWN. Mav 27 : Rebel
leader Foday Sankoh, whose
llyhh‘f‘w have fd[]r”r,[] hun-
dreds of UN }l"(!{f'l‘."!_'IH"rb and
plunged Sierra Leone into bluody

conflict, will be put on trial,
President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah
told the BBC Friday. reports
AFP

S>ankoh has done something
wrong, he s going to be tried
and If he is [ -.r:'JT wamnting | in
any Way or)in violafion of our
laws., | don't that he can
claim any rights under that
agreement (the Lome peace ac-
cord said Kabbah

The president said Sankoh
would be tried retn
were in the process of putting
It-_it'!ht[ that evidence, we ]111;‘{*
10 accelerate that pProcess, we
do not want to deny justice or
delay it

Al concerned at
Russian threats

SEe

SOOI

iweell

to Afghanistan
May i

MOSCOW Z i :
1Tnnesty International is con-
cerned that there will an esca-
lation of the war in Afghanistan
following Moscow's threats to
bomb suspected terrorist
camps, the London-based hu-
man rights organisation said in
a communique released here
reports AFP
accuses Afganistan's
Islamist government, the Tal-
iban, of training guerrillas
fighting Russian federal troops

loday
Moscow

| in separatist Chechnya

Amnesty said it was “con-
cerned there will be a further
escalation of war Afghanistan
resulting in more human rights
violations lollowing this week's
warning from Russia’'s Defence
Minister (lgor Sergevev) and
other senior officals that Russia
will resort to aerial bombing of
Alfghanistan to crush supected

iﬂer ien armed t'[‘}‘n“ﬂllﬂti
training camps

It said the warning evoked
memories of massive human
rights violations during the So-
viet military intervention in
Afghanistan fron 1979 to 1989
which resulted in the death of
thousands ol delenceless
women, men and children and
an exodus of one filth of the
population

Nepalese king
appoints HR
Commission

KATHMANDLU, May 27 : King
Birendra of Nepal has ap-
pointed a Human Rights Com-
mission following recommenda-

tions by the prime minister,
chief justice and opposition
leader, state radio announced

today, reports AFP

Differences of opinion be-
Prime Minister G P
Kolrala and opposition leader

Madhav Kumar Nepal, delayed

the appoinfiment tor more than
|8 months, a Nepal Communist
Party source said

e Human Rights Organi-
sation-Nepal (HRO-N), Amnesty
International and the UN Hu-
man Rights Commission have
been pressurising the govern-
ment to appoint the conunis-
sion. sources said
The body is expected to help
protect those caught in the

crosslire during clashes between
police and Maoist insurgents

throughout the country.




