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40 feared dead
as bus falls
into river in

Pirojpur

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, May 27: At least
40 passengers were feared dead
when a bus fell into the Kacha
river from a ferry at Charkhali
ferryghat under Bhandaria
thana of Pirojpur district to-
day.

The Pirojpur-bound passen-
er bus of Ehumur Paribahan
rom Bhandaria fell into the
river when the driver lost con-
trol of the vehicle due to the
brake failure.

Witnesses said, there were 50
to 55 passengers on board when

it fell into the river. About 10 to
15 passengers includlnﬁ driver
Bishu, 28, could swim ashore.

Fire brigade from Pirojpur,
Bhandaria and Jhalakati

rushed to the spot and started
rescue operations immediately.

Ten people rescued were
identified as Taslima Begum,

33. a teacher of Bhandaria Col-

. Sabuj, 26, Helal, 28, Aulad,
40, Hakim, 55, Suman, 10,
Haris, 29, Yusuf, 30, Jalil, 40
and Humayun, 26.

Rescue operation was going
on till filing of the report at 7-

15 pm.

Shipu murder
Victim's family
alleges threat

over telephone
By Staff Correspondent

Police could not arrest
Jewel, son of ruling party MP
Kamal Ahmed Majumder. ac-
cused of killing businessman
Iftekhar Ahmed Shipu at Ba-
nani on Wednesday night.

Brother of the victim alleged
his family is being intimidated
by unknown callers over tele-
phone, asking them to drop the
name of MP's son from the FIR.

The Dhaka City Shopowners
Association, will observe a
three-day programme begin-
ning today to protest Shipu's
killing, said leaders of the as-
Sociation yesterday. The
shopowners will hoist black
flag and wear black badges to
protest the killing.

The shopowners of Ma-
hakhali, Gulshan and Banani
will observe a half-day hartal
on Wednesday to protest the
killing, said their leaders yes-
terday.

The Gulshan police investi-
ating the case told The Daily
tar that they raided MPs Ba-

nani residence yesterday after-
noon.

The MP's wife and son
Tomal were present at their
house during the raid. police
said. adding they did not find
Jewel there.

When contacted over phone,
one person identifying himself
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Our new numbers

19 Karwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215

Phones : 8124944 8124955
& 8124966
Fax: 8125155

— Inside Today
Article

Putin’s Forward
March

by AM M Shahabuddin
Page 4

Business

Listed cos want divi-
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Supplements

| Today's issue of Tl

Lily Mar contains a 2-
page supplement on
‘South East Bank’ on
Pages 8 & 9 and one
page supplement on

| ‘Safe Motherhood Day’

on Page 10
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| the water below,

Flash flood in Sylhet

The living and the dead
A father gets back his lost child (top) while a hapless girl
(above) returns home after night duty at a garments
factory only to find all her family members dead.-Star photo

A day dawned with
devastation

By Morshed Ali Khan

For inmates of the two-sto-
ried bamboo-made structures at
Poolpar slum in the city's
Rayerbazar, the day dawned
with a light rain.

Many of them attended a
folk function till late Friday
night and intended to get up
from sleep a little late yester-
day, unlike on other days. But
the light shower soon turned
into a torrential downpour.
And within minutes, a devas-
tating wind shook the bamboo
structures, about 10 feet from
on top of nu-
merous bamboo poles.

Hawa. a garments worker in
her early 20s, shared a room on

the ‘upper floor’ with a friend,.
paying Tk 250 per month each.
As the velocity of wind rose
suddenly, the entire structure
started to crumble into the
filthy water below. Hawa held
her breath and jumped into wa-
ter. Behind her, screams of men
women and children could be
heard. Many sleeping on the
Tower floor' had little chance of
coming out as the structure
went down.

" I heard a roaring sound all
around and rushed to the exit,
the stairs were gone and then we
jummped into water.” Hawa said
while weeping.

See page 11 col 8
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The wrath

Scores of trees were uprooted by the nor'wester that lashed the city early yesterday.

traffic at Minto Road.

Nor'wester claims
11 lives 1n city

By Special Correspondent

At least 11 people were
killed and 50 injured as a se-
vere nor'wester accompanied
with heavy rains battered the
city vesterday, while the in-
clement weather persisting for
the third day caused floodin
in Chittagong and threatene
to worsen the situation in Syl-
het region.

They were killed as two
huge bamboo-made two-sto-
ried structures bullt on water
at Poolpar at Rayer Bazar col-
lapsed.

Fire brigade sources said
11 bodies were recovered
from water. The injured were
taken to different hospitals.

Ralns and strong winds
were reported from many

laces in the country. Cascad-

ng waters from the hills in the
upstream swelled many rivers
in the north-eastern region,
the Manu crossing its danger
mark at Manu Railway Bridge
in Maulvibazar.

The flood situation in the
south-eastern hill basin
started to improve yesterday
and is likely to improve fur-
ther.

But flood situation in the
Meghna basin may deteriorate
with more rains. Rivers in
greater Sylhet may rise

sharply, the Flood Forecasting
and Warning Centre in the city
said.

While the nor'wester on the
waning season of storm bat-
tered the city and many other
areas, the Bay of Bengal con-
tinued to remain rough with
the advancing Monsoon reach-
ing the North Bay near Teknaf
coast.

The Meteorological De-
artment advised hoisting of
ocal cautionary signal num-

ber three at Chittagong,

Mongla and Co'xs Bazar for.

the third consecutive day yes-
terday,
The Monsoon is likely to ar-
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‘S PEPSI

By Al-Amin

After days of incessant rain,
the weather could well upset the
start of the much-expected four-
nation Pepsi Asla Cup cricket
tournament, scheduled to begin
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium today.

"We are keeping our fingers
crossed. We will try to have the
first match on Sunday but we
are at the mercy of the weather,”
Saber Hossain Chowdhury,
president of the Bangladesh
Cricket Board, told reporters
yesterday.

Weather willing, the mega
event, tipped as the most excit-
ing cricket extravaganza next to
the World Cup, gets underway
with Bangladesh taking on de-
fending champions Sri Lanka
in the opener. The day-night
match is expected to start at
2.30 pm with the satellite
channel Star Sports and the
Bangladesh Television airing
the proceedings live,

However, as the inclement
weather continues to wreck
havoc for the last few days, the
premium event, also involving
India and Pakistan, is, in al
probability, heading nowhere
but to a false start.

Saber did say that they were
delighted to host the biennial
event for the second time after
1988. But there was no sign ol
sinile in his face, as tons of
clouds was ominously hovering
over the capital after a.massive
spell of rain early in the morn-
Ing.

The rare sun however made a
brief appearance in the after-
noon, attracting hundreds ol
butterflies at the Stadium, but
the fickle fortune shifted its
side before another bout of rain
splashing all over the capital,
much to the agony of the
groundsmen

While the ground, if not the
pitches, looked totally out of
order, the BCB boss came up
an alternattre“trhoice of
encountering the uncertain
weather.

“This match

See page 11 col 7

is still on. In

Rain threatens Asia Cup opener

Two worlds
Inside, some struggle to keep

the cricket pitch alright,

merry in the rainwater

Trees bear the brunt

By Special Correspondent

Hundreds of trees were [lat-
tened. maimed or uprooted in
the storm that battered the city
yesterday morning

Even bill boards, hoardings
and neon signs along with steel
structures were blown away at
places by the high winds.

At some places, the twisted
materials hung dangerously. A
huge steel structure hung over
the busy Kazi Nazrul Islam Av-
enue, threatening traffic below.

Trees at hu%lr;m'nrdr Ud-
dayan, Ramna Green, Minto
Road, Hare Road and Shere-e-
Bangla Nagar bore the brunt of
the storm.

At least 50 trees were up-
rooted on the Dhaka University
campus

Branches of trees littered the
streets, blocking traffic on
many roads for hours till the

City Corporation and the city's
poor went out to claim those.

At many streets and parks,
vandals had a hey day, selling

the trees as fire wood as quickly
as possible,
The small green corner op-

posite Sonargaon Hotel pre-
sented an ugly site. Taking the
advantage, vandals chopped off
many of the unaffected trees
there, leaving only the trunks.

[t could not be known how
many trees were damaged as
DCC officials were not avail-
able on the weekend.

Many buildings were also
damaged by flying debris Tlu*
roof of a show room of Karika,
handicraft cooperative f{_:-l
women, was damaged when a
steel frame of a bill board atop
the Shahbagh Market col-
lapsed,

The picture shows one blocking

— Star photo
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Opposition to lay siege
to EC offices June 1

By Statf Correspondent
The BNP-led opposition al- City BNP President Sadek
liance has called for laving Hossain Khoka MP chaired the
siege to the Election Commis- rally, organised by the All

Action |
alliance's

ouncil as part of
muntrvwide

citv and
June | to

sion Secretariat in the
its district offices on
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Bhuivan alleged that the AL
government was conspiring to
hold Upazila polls unilaterally
and advised the CEC not to be a
party to it. "The opposition will
holding of ‘

protest ‘unilateral’ appoint- demonstration protesting the not allow iny elec-
ment of Chief Election Com- ‘'unilateral' appointment of the tion prior to parliamentary
missioner and press its demand CEC polls”, he warned
for his immediate resignation MA Syed, you must take He also demanded extension
Tougher programmes will be decision whether yvou will quit of timer for voters registration
announced during the siege pro with honour or in a disgraceful by one month as "majority ol
gramme, BNP Secretary Gen- situation. Do you want to quit eligible voters could not be en-
eral Abdu! Mannan Bhuiyvan alone or with Sheikh Hasina? listed due to shortage ol regis-
announced addressing a joint It will be honourable for vou to tration forms and the vern)
rally at Muktangan in the city quit the Election Comnission short .time fixed for it". Voter
vesterday right now”, Bhuiyan said See page 11 col 7
- —

Flood in Bandarban,
500 families evacuated

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG May The rainwater also inun
Heavy rainfall triggered Ilash dated croplands in the low-ly-
flood in the low-lying areas ol  ing areas of Chittagong. Roads

Chittagong region that forced and culverts were damaged in

evacuation of over H00 families Raozan. Fatikchhari and
fromm Bandarban town adminis- Satkania thanas
tration sources said lodav's visit of Prime Min-

The evacuated people took
shelter in the local schools
where they were Im-xuic-:l with
food

Army personnel took part in

city was cancelled due to in

clement weathe
fhe prime

scheduled to inaugurate

Mministel wWas
the six

the evacuation of those Ma- newly set up thanas in the port

rooned families from places city in addition to attending a

near Shangu river in Bandar- navy function

ban town vesterday Flight operation at Chit-
'he downpour in the lasi tagong airport was suspended

three days caused breach iIn till 4 pm today due to heawy

cmbankment of Durung Canal downpour, airport source said

i Fatikchhari thana today
rendering about 20 families
homeless The aflected Llamtlies
took shelter at safer places ad
mindstration

Movement of ships at Chit-
tagong port channel was also
suspended till this alternoon
due to heavy rain. Cargo han-

sounrces sald fllill;', at the !\HH wias also ham-

500 garment units get into free quota list after expiry of date

By Rafiq Hasan

As many as 500 garments
factories were Included in the

list for free quota allocation for

garments export after expiry of
the last date for application
this vear, according (o sources

Snunv Islamic !'aundanrm

concerned.

A section of officials of dif-
ferent garments related organi-
sations got this done with the
help of some Export Promotion
Bureau (EPB) officlals.

The applications were ac-
cepted In two phases after the

last date,
sources sald.
The garments nrg.sml‘-.nﬁouu
which are involved 1 f(ree
quota distribution include
Baugladesh Garments ®nu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BGMEA) Bangladesh
Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Assoclation
(BEKMEA), Bangladesh Terry
Towel and Linen Manufacturers
Association (BTTLA) and

F(*bnmn 29. the

"Bangladesh Specialised Textile

Mills and Power Loom Indus-
iries Assoclation (BSTMPIA)

When contacted, a high offi-
clal of EPB said 'some applica-
tions’ were accepted alter the
last date because those were Jy-
ing with the offices of assocla-
tions. He however added that
they did not accept any applica-
tion 'directly’ after expiry of the
last date.

Officials of the associations
admitted submission of appli-
cations alter the last date but

y

dations of
were rejected by the quota allo-
cation committee,
clal of BGMEA.

tions
phases after the last date.

sald those were rejected by the
quota allocation committee
comprising associfation leaders

and EPB officlals

Around 25 applications were
submitted with the recominen-
BGMEA but those
sald an ofli-
He also denited that applica-
were accepted In two

Hut

other sources

alleged

The heavy rain caused hill pered Met office recorded 109
collapse in Rangamati and mm rainfall in the past 24
HI|‘|H],“ hharl sources added hhours « 1H|II1ILI At jrn Locdday
that when the application box I he applications for free
was opened, around 2000 appli- quota were received at EPB's

cations were lound but  Ired
gquota was alloeated to around
2.500 [actories this year

'he allocation was given in
the middle of this month

Many ol the applications
submitted alter the last date
had with those EPB registration
certiiicate and Hre lHeence |(s-
sucd alter the date ol submis-
slon, the sources turther al-
leged,

Dhaka and Chittagong offices
Of the 2.500 factories. around
2000 are in Dhaka and
Natavangan] and the rest are
i C luli.igung

Five per cent ol the total ex-
port quota is distributed as free
quota, Of this, live per cent is
Kept as reserve quota for Trad-
ing Corporation of Bangladesh
(TCH)

ister Sheikh Hasina to the port :

Bangladesh
Janata League has called a hall-
day
demanding immediate release
of its district unit leader Murad
Siddiqul,

unit ol
League
Murad Siddiqui for Killing BCL

leaders

Saitful Islam
vowed to resist todayv's hartal
and urged the people not to re-
spond to the call

Assault on newsmen

DU authorities
order 'suspended
expulsion' of a

student
By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University authori-
ties vesterdas ordered SIX
month's 'suspended expulsion
of a student for assaulting two
journalists on the campus on
May 20

The order will be treated as
expulsion' if the accused, Ma-
tharul Islaam Kajol, is found in-
volved in such activities in next
six months, the authorities
said

I\ﬂwl general secretary of
BCL Zahurul Haq Hall unit and

| l ll3l |

oCe page

BKSJL calls

hartal 1n
Tangail today
From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL May - By A
Krishok Sramik

hartal in Tangail today

Abdul Kader Sic 1.
Murad was arrested from his

nunr brother ol
g

residence on Wednesday under
Public

Safety Act (PSA)

Meanwhile, Tangail district
Bangladesh Chhatra
has demanded trial of

Ayub Reza Dipti and
The BCL leaders

A huge contingent of riotl po

lice has been deployed in Tan-
gail town.
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