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Fake certificates put
DEB on the spot

Authorities appear unwilling to
take any measure

By Asad-uz Zaman

An organised gang has been
reparing fake certiticates for
ong in collaboration with a

section of officials of the Dhaka
Education Board (DEB). sources
concerned said.

But for mysterious reasons,
the DEB authorities are reluc-
tant to take any action al-
though they know who the cul-
prits are, it is alleged.

According sources in the
DEB, the authorities detected at
least 609 forged SSC certiticates
recently. Besides, 411 such cer-
tificates were found last year.

The 609 students concerned
got admitted and studied for two
years in different colleges by
producing false certificates and
submitted copies of those with
the forms for appearing at the
HSC examinations,

Most of the fake certificates
were detected when records of
these students were examined
on the basis of secret intorma-
tion from different quarters.

" These forged certificates
are transacted at a price of up to
Tk. 20,000 each, making it a lu-
crative business for a section of
board officials”", one source
added.

A senior DEB official said
the board authorities might ask

the colleges concerned to take
legal action against the students
concerned.

The authorities could not
take stern action against offi-
cials involved In the shady deal
'due to their limitations'. Cases
were filed against some of them
but they managed to get ball and
come out from jail , he men-
tioned.

Referring to the suspension
of about 10 DEB officials in this
connection recently, the offi-
cial said four or five others are
also involved in the mischief.

"Those preparing forged cer-
tificates are well organised and
very powerful. And they some-
times show more power than
the board authorities”, he said.

One source allvged that
headmasters of many schools
and principals of many col-
leges, head clerks and trade
union leaders at the board are
also involved in the process and
some powerful quarters are
there to back them if any prob-
lem arises.

But their unolunwm could
hardly be proved. “"How could
we prove that trade union lead-
ers are involved in preparing
fake certificates?” he asked
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Sub51dy to continue

Motia assures farmers

By Staff Correspondent

The government will con-
tinue price support to farmers
to encourage them adopt new
input and technology in agri-
culture.

Agriculture Minister Motia
Chow dhury said this yesterday,
adding that it is preferable to
enhan(‘e subsidy in agriculture
rather than spending money on
food import.

“Paying fat import bill for
food is nothing but giving sub-
sidy to foreign farmers,” she
said while speaking at a book
launching programme at IDB
Bhaban.

International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI)
hosted the launching pro-
gramme of the book titled "Out
of the Shadow of Famine:
Evolving Food Markets and
Food Policy in Bangladesh."

Published by John Hopkins
University Press, the book is
co-edited by IFPRI Division Di-
rector Raisuddin Ahmed, its Re-
search Fellow Steven Haggblade
and a former food secretary of
Bangladesh Tawfiq-e-Elahi
Chowdhury who is now the en-
ergy secretary

Agriculture Secretary Dr
AMM Shawkat Ali supported
the minister's view, saying that

there was no alternate to
putting more money in agricul-
ture if poverty had to be re-
duced.

Highlighting the contribu-
tion of agriculture, he quoted
the latest Bangladesh Bank re-
port that inflation rate was
held down because of tremen-
dous growth in the crop sector.

Motia Chowdhury also de-
fended the government's policy
of keeping high food stock as
against the donors’ view of
keeping it to a low level.

She referred to the “hidden
drought’ experienced in 1997
when rice prices shot up and the
government had to intervene
into the market with its low
level of food reserve.

“The donors wanted us to
keep the food stock below seven
lakh metric tons, but we decided
to keep the level above on mil-

lion MT.,” Motia explained the
government's food security
policy.

Anticipating an aggregate
See page 11 col 6
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Murder again

Relatives wail over the dead bhody of Iftekhar Ahmed
(inset), killed on Wednesday by a group of extortionists at

his office in Banani.

—Star photo

Businessman
shot dead
in Banani

By Staff Correspondent

A businessman was gunned
down at UAE market in the
city's Banani area Wednesday
night, police said.

The victim, Iftekhar Ahmed
Shipu, 38, was an owner of Ra-
janigandha Mobile Phone shop
at UAE market and a resident of
house number 45E, block-C Ba-
nani.

Abul Kalam, manager of the
shop, was also shot In his leg,
He was rushed to the Dhaka

Medical College Hospital
(DMCH).
Hospital sources quoting.

witnesses sald three armed men
Naimuzzaman Jubayer,
Jewel, Saiful Alam — arrived in
front of the UAE market at
about 7:30 pm in a car and went
to the Ra‘]a!ugaudlm shop on
the second floor of the marEet.

The miscreants asked the
manager to replace a moblile
hone, which they claimed was

ought from the shop earlier.
But the manager requested
them to settle it when the owner
comes, sources said.

Ignoring manager's appeal,
the gang tried to snatch a set
from the shop. They fired at
Kalam when he tried to resist
them, sources said.

Shipu, owner of the shop was
on the ground floor. He rushed
towards his shop hearing the
gunshot, witnesses said.

The gang saw Shipu on the
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LTTE ultimatum for
Lankan troops

NEW DELHI, May 25: Sri
Lauka's Tamil Tigers set Friday
as the deadline for an estimated
40,000 government troops de-
fending Jafina to surrender or
face a "bloodbath," reports AP.

The Voice of Tigers radio,
monitored in Sri Lanka's
northern city of Vavuniya, to-
day said rebel combatants were
poised for the linal assault on
Jaflna city and wanted to give
the troops a last chance to sur-
render,

Soldiers who lay down arins
will be handed over to the In-
ternational Committee of the
Red Cross, the radio broadcast
said, according to residents
reached in Vavuniya.

This is the first time that
rebels from the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam have set
a deadline for the military to
surrender. In the past weeks,
the rebels have made offers for
safe passage, which were re-
jected by the government.

There was no
comment from the Sri Lankan
defense ministry on the rebels’
offer. President Chandrika
Kumaratunga has said in news-

immediate

paper interviews that her
troops are in control of two-
thirds of the Jaflna peninsula
and there was no question of a
withdrawal.

The Friday deadline and the
threat of a "bloodbath” came
soon after the rebels opened a
new front in the east, forcing
the military to spread its sol-
diers to guard areas in the east
where, until now, fighting has
heen sporadic.

Fighting was reported for the
second day from Batticaloa, 280
kilometers (175 miles) south-
east of Jaffna city. which the
rebels are trying to recapture,
But Thursday's clashes were not
as intense as Wednesday's,
when rebels fired mortars on an
army camp and an air force
base, according to Sri Lankan
government and TamilNet, a
Web site that provides the per-
spective of tfie Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam.

Details of the fresh fighting
was not immediately available,

Reports from the military
and the rebels cannot be veri-
fied because neither side allows
journalists into the war zone.

Kader Siddique
hurt in

Tangail clash

By Staff Correspondent
At least five persons includ-
ing Krishak Sramik Janata
League (KSJL)
Kader Siddique were injured in
a clash between supporters of
the party and police at Tangail

yesterday.

The clash took place in front
of Siddique's family home as
police tried to prevent his sup-
porters from holding a rally in
violation of Section 144, re;
ports received from Tangail
said.

KSJL has called a
Sunday in Tangalil
protesting the incident.

DC of Tangail Molla
Waheeduzzaman , when con-
tacted, said that the party ac -
tivists hurled home made
bombs at police, prompting
them to open fire to disperse the
mob.

Police arrested four close as -
sociates of Kader Siddique, who
resigned as a ruling Awami
League MP last year and formed
KSJL .

Earlier, the
tration imposed Section
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Process of new electoral

roll not acceptable

BSEHR proposes alternative

mechanism
By Staff Correspondent

Barrister Nazmul Huda of
Bangladesh Society for Enfor-
cement of Human Rights
(BSEHR) has rejected Election
Commission’'s method of
preparing the fresh national
electoral roll and proposed an
alternative mechanism.

“The Election Comimission’'s
method of preparing a new vot -
ers’ list is not acceptable,” said
Huda, also a BNP legislator, ad -
dressing a press conference in
the city yesterday.

“It is difficult to say
there is transparency in the
preparation of electoral roll.
Why should | need to be included
in the new list when my name is
already there In the existing
one?” he asked.

Proposing his alternative
mechanism, Huda said “the
state should entrust the re-
sponsibilities of preparing vot-
ers’ list to the ward level com-
miftees, headed by the elected
meniber of the ward of a Union
-Parishad . Other members of the
committee would be those who

that

lost elections to the member of

~ the ward.'

The ward committee would
take up the previous voters' list
as a working paper to prepare
the fresh electoral roll. "The
committee will only update the

electoral roll by excluding those
wlm have expired and including
those who have become eligible
since the preparation of the last
voters' list.”

“All the nine ward commit -
tees under a Union Parishad
will send the updated lists,
signed by each member of the
cominittees, to the UP chair -
man concerned. The list has to
be exhibited in certain public
places for seven days to ac-
commmlate objections, if any.

Then the UP chairmen
would send the lists, sealed and
covered, to the thana nirbahi
officers (TNOs) concerned,
while the TNOs
those to the deputy
sioners (DCs).

The DCs would send those te-
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US Congress okays
China trade bill

WASHINGTON, May 25: The
US House of Representative
gave decisive bipartisan ap-
proval to a flercely debated bill
to normalise trade with China,
handing a big I'ﬂrf:iﬁn olicy
win to President Bill Clinton
and corporate America and a
bruising defeat to organised
labour, reports AP.

On a 237-197 vote, the House
voted Wednesday to grant per-
manent normal trade relations
(PNTR) to Beijing and to end 20
years of turbulent annual re-
views,

That was 19 more than the
218 votes needed for passage, a
far more comfortable margin
than either side predicted.

Members stood on the floor
watching transfixed as red and
Fretn lights on the electric tote
»oard lighted up, and support-
ers broke Into applause when
the magic 218 number was sur-
passed.

Clinton appeared in the Rose
Garden moments later to ap-
plaud the action and pledge to
wage a similar effort in the
Senate.

“At this stage in China’s de-
velopment, we will have more
positive influence with an out-
stretched hand than with a
clenched fist,” Clinton said.

He noted that with 1.25 bil-
llon people, “"China is the
largest new market in the

world.” He sald the outcome was
particularly welcome after the
enactment earlier this month
of a bill to expand trade with

Africa, Central America and
the Caribbean.
House Speaker Dennis

Hastert, a Republican who
forged an alliance with Clinton
that helped propel the measure
to victory, wrapped u 5) House
debate by telllng colleagues,
“The Chinese market s open-
ing. Somebody Is goin ave
an opportunity to sell to this
vast new market. The question
is, Who will be there when it
opens?”

The measure would open the
way for American businesses to
take full advantage of a serfes of
market-op Elllﬂﬁ concessions
China has made to join the
World Trade Organisation.

Opponents said liberalising
trade ties with China would re-
ward a brutal regime and cost
American jobs. "You can’t have
free markets without free peo-
ple,” complained House Minor-
ity Whip David Bomnior of
Michigan, the chief Democratic
opponent.

A vote is expected next
month in the Senate, where (t
has wide bipartisan sul:purt.
The bill has already won the 18-
| backing of the Senate Finance
Committee.

Sen. Jesse Helms, a Republi-

can and chairman of the
Forelgn Relations Commjttae

~asserted that "I do not intend lo

allow the Senate to simp l’y
ber-stamps the president’s plﬂn
to reward the Chinese Commuy-
nists in Beljing.” He promised
“votes — perhaps uncomfort-
able votes — on a range of issues
relating to China,

Opponents lost a last-ditch
effort to send the legislation

back to committee to modify it
to revoke trade benefits |(f
China invades or blockades
Talwan. That move, portrayed
as a killer motion by support-
ers, was rejected 258-176.

Clinton worked the phones
throughout the afternoon to
nail down wavering Democrats.
Texas Gov. George W Bush, the
likely Republican presldential
nominee, also was busy trying
to win over wavering party
members.

Afterward, Bush praised the
vote, saying, “This legislation
will mean a stronger American
economy, as well as move
portunity for liberty and free-
dom In China.”

The bill has 1ot played a ma-
jor role in the presidential race
since it is supported by both
Bush and Vice President Al
Gore.

But labour has threatened to
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Hearing on charge

framing June 7
Jail Killing Case

By Court Correspondent

The Metropolitan Sessions
Judge’s Court, Dhaka ye sterday
fixed June 7 for hearing on

charge- fmmhm in the Jail
Killing Case.

The Judge Ahmed Jamil
Mostala adjourned the proceed-
ings of the case upon a rayer
for extension of time filed by
the prosecution lawyers on
rouncs that the Special Public

rosecutor, Hurnju% Haq could
not appear in the court due to
heavy rain.

The seven accused detained
at the Dhaka Central Jall were
produced in the court.

Four national leaders —
Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin
Ahmed, A H M Quamaruzza-
man, Captain Mansur Ali —
were Killed inside the Dhaka
Central Jail on November 3,
1975,

Then DIG Prison, Abdul
Awal, filed the Jail Killing Case
on November 4, 1975 under
Section 302/34 of the Penal
Codle,

The CID took up the case on
September 10, 1996 and submnit-
ted a chargesheet accusing 23

See page 11 col 2
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Children from different schools thronged
pay tribute to the national poet on his 101st birth anniversary.
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fﬁ .

the tomb of Kazi Nazrul Islam yesterday to

—Star photo
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5 new addl
judges for HC

By Staff Correspondent

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed yesterday appointed
five additional judges for the
High Court Division of the
Supreme Court, sources said
quoting a government
notification.

The five new judges are NK
Chakrabarty, Deputy Attorney
General Barrister AKM Shafi-
Advocate AFM Mis-
bahuddin, District Sessions
Judge of Comilla, Begum Naz-
mun Ara Sultana and Advocate
Mansurul Haq Chowdhury.

Nazmun Ara Sultana is the
first female judge in the High
Court, sources said.

The oath taking of the newly
appointed judges is expected on
Sunday.

Over 120 MW
loadshedding

By S

The country yesterday expe-
rienced power slmrtagr: of more
than 120 MW against the coun-
trywide requirement of around
2650 MW, PDB sources said.

Dwellers of the capital city
and its adjacent areas yesterday
experienced frequent power dis-
ruption throughout the day
with above 100 MW loadshed-
ding in the peak-hour, in-
formed sources said.

PDB’'s loadshedding alloca-
tion for DESA command areas
yesterday was 52 MW, PDB
sources said, adding, the re-
maining amount of loadshed-
ding was due to Internal factors
of DESA.

PDB vyesterday generated
2527 MW power against the
('nnntn s total requirement of
2650, PDB sources said. DESA
control room said last night
that PDB allocation for yester-
day was 920 megawatl against
their demand of 1020 MW.

DESA sources said yester-
day's frequent power disruption
throughout the day in some ar-
eas ol the capital was due to
line-overloading and other
technical problems of DESA.

Meanwhile, 11 out of coun-
try’s 63 power ﬁ nerating units
remained shut down vesterday.
Of the eleven, Rawjan-2 has the
capacity to produce 210 MW of
power, sources added.

Staff Correspondent

Panicked people still
leaving Mashaldanga

By Staff Correspondent

More and more people are
leaving Mashaldanga enclave
because of insecurity and tak-
ing shelter in the mainland
said, reports received in Dhaka
said.

ADC of Kurigram Biman
Kumer Saha, when contacted
over telephone, said 50 people
came from the enclave yester-
day raising the total to 450 who
have given shelter at Pashjani
Government Primary High
School near Maidan border
outpost, 50 km from the district
headquarters. They are given
emergency food and medicare.

The DC of Kurigram sent a
letter to the district magistrate
of Kuchbihar in India yvester-
day, requesting him to allow
officials from Bangladesh to go
to Mashaldanga with humani-
tarian aid.

People coming from the en-
clave are complaining of
scarcity of food and medicine in
the area.

The district administration
of Kurigram has estimated that
25 tonnes of rice, 1000 pieces of
Sari and 1000 pieces of Lungi
are required for the affected en-
clave people. It has also asked

for Tk 200,000 to meet the
losses caused to them by Indian

intruders.
Director General of BDR Maj

~Gen ALF Fazlur Rahman ves-

terday visited Maidan outpost
and the school where the af-
fected people have been given
shelter.

A BDR-BSF flag meeting at
battalion commander level is
scheduled to be held today,
sources said.

A joint investigation team
will be formed to estimate the
damage of property and other
losses caused to Mashaldanga
people by the Indian intruders.”

Those who have left the en-
clave people are scared ol re-
turning home due to lack of se-
curity there, district officlals
said.

Dhaka has protested the in-
trusion of Indians Inlo
Hanﬁladesh territory through
Mashaldariga and BSF action
in the enclave. The protest note
was handed over to the deputy
high commissioner of India on
Wednesday and a copy of it was
faxed to the Indian foreign of-
fice yesterday.
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