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Reception

b -

ceremony:

Obstetrical and

Gynaecological Society of Bangladesh will accord a reception to
the senior gynaecologists in recognition of their contribution to

the health service.

1 Installation ceremony of the newly-

elected executives of the society will also be held. Venue:

Sheraton Hotel. Time: 10 am.
PDPrawin

competition: udichi Shilpi Gosthi has

organised a drawing competition for the children and juveniles
to mark the 101st birth anniversary of poet Kazl Nazrul Islam.
Venue: Fine Arts Institute, Time: 8 a.

Memorial meeting: A discussion meeting in

menory

of AL leader Mohiuddin Ahmed will be held to mark

his third death anniversary. Prof Anisuzzaman will preside
over the meeting. Venue: National Museum auditorium. Time: 5

pm.

Drawin
Islamic Republic of Iran with

com etition: The cultural centre of the

the assistance of Bangladesh

Shishu Academy has organised a drawing competition and a

rize giving ceremony on the

occasion of the International

hildren Day. Venue: Shishu Academy Art Gallery. Time: 9:30
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Thundershower likely

Moderate rain or

thundershowers accompanied

by

temporary gusty to squally wind is likely at most places over
the country’'s six divisions with heavy to very heavy falls at
places over Chittagong, Dhaka and Barisal divisions during the
next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

country, Met office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 35.0 degrees Celsius was
recorded at Khulna and Chuadanga and the lowest of 22.5 degree

Celsius at Cox's Bazar.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.39 pm and rises

tomorrow at 5.12 am.

Maximum and minimum

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

temperature and humidity

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning veni%
Dhaka 31.7 246 S 3
Chittagong 30.8 24.0 92 89
Rajshahi 33.3 26.5 84 77
Khulna 35.0 26.8 81 81
Barisal 33.5 26.5 83 &
Svihet 32.3 24.5 97 100
Cox’'s Bazar 31.0 25 91 B

PM’s directive to set
up 24 UP complexes
on priority basis

Primmer Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday directed the
authorities to construct 24
Union Parishad complexes on
priority basis to help ,the
women UP chairmen perform
their responsibility, reports
BSS.

"Today vou are 24 women
UP Chairmen in the country be-
cause of the government’'s steps
for empowerment of women

and | hope. in the next, UR elec-

‘ \gﬁpu your aumber will be 24001

"Hasina told the women chair-
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" Thana in Chittagong.

men who called on her at her of-
fice.

The Prime Minister gave the
directive when the women UP
chairmen submitted a number
of demands for various struc-
tural facilities for the smooth

functioning of UPs.

The women chairmen also
raised other problems includ-
ing fund shortage and lack of
security measures.

Hasina assured
launching a special fund for
them, and urged them to explore
the potentials to increase their
own resources. “If you can mo-
bilise your own resources it
would be helpful for you to take
up many development schemes
in your respective areas.”. she
told them. . ,

The prime minister ex-
pressed the hope that the
women chairmen would be able
1o set an example in the country
as honest and capable adminis-
trators of local bodies in com-
parison to their male counter-

parts.

them of

FKhale da hints at non-
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cooperation with CEC

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday said that it was
not possible for the opposition
to be a part of any activity of the
new Chief Election Commis-
sioner because he was appointed

unilaterally by the ruling
Awami League.
Briefing newsmen, BNP

leader Anwar Zahid said that
the Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament told this while she
was discussing about the situa-
tion following the appointment
of the CEC with the chiefs and
top leaders of Democratic
League, Jagpa. PNP and NDA.
he meeting was held at 29
Minto Road. the official resi-
dence of Khaleda Zia. in the

evening.
Zahid said Khaleda Zia
sought suggestion from the po-

litical parties about opposi-
tion's future course of action
and advised them to find out
such programmes in which
people’'s participation will be
further increased.

She said that her party had
decided to discuss with the op-
position parties separately and
take up future programmes in a
well-planned way by coordinat-
ing the opinions of the parties.

The opposition leader said
BNP will seriously pursue the
movement and cmpﬁaaiaed the
strengthening of the current
Gneépoim movement.,

merging from the meeting,
PNP Ercgsident Shaikh
Shawkat Hossain Nilu said that
Democratic League chief Ol
Ahad yesterday gave a concrete
proposal to form a Central Ac-
tion Committee (CAC) to further
gear up the movement.

_The proposal suggested that
Rbaleda Zia will be the Chair-

Dcath anniversary
The first death
auniversary of
Advocate An-
Waruzzaman
Chowdhury,
former mem-
ber of Bang-
ladesh Bar
Council and
former pres|-
dent of Chitta-
gong District Bar Association.
will be observed today, says a
press release. '

On the occaslon,
Qurankhwani and a milad-
mahfil will be held after Juma

rayers at his village home at
aragalpur under Mirsaral

Relatives, friends and ad-
ers have been requested to
end the milad mahfil,

man of the CAC and the com-
mittee will be formed compris-
ing the representatives of all
the opposition parties now on
the street and with the BNP-led
allia;lce. |

il said they told Khaleda
Zia that the current movement
became motionless and forma-
tion of CAC can reactivate the
movement.

Jail killing
From page 12
people after two years of inves-
tigation. Among them, 19 were
charFed in the Bangabandhu
Murder Case.

Of those chargesheeted in the
Jail Killing Case, seven are now
at Dhaka Central Jail, two are
dead and the rest 14 — all for-
mer military personnel, are ab-
sconding,.

The two dead are former
president Khondaker Mustaque
Ahmed and former secretary
Mahbubul Alam Chashi.

, ‘/
Obituary

Dr Jahan Ara Rabbee, wife
of Shaheed Dr M Fazle Rabbee,
died of cardiac arrest at BIR-
DEM Hospital at 5 am today.
She was 64, reports UNB.

An honours graduate in In-
ternal Medicine and Gynecology
from Dhaka Medical College,
Jahan Ara retired as an
Additional Director General of
Directorate of Health Services
in 1992,

She Is survived by a son and
two daughters.

She will be burled at Azim-
rur graveyard alongside her

wsband's grave after her na-
maj-e-fanaza at Lalmatia Block
gamnsque after Asr prayers to-

i

Her quikhwani will be held
at her residence House-1/4,
Block C, Lalmatia, Dhaka. after
Asr prayers on Saturday.

In remembrance _
Family members of the rebel Poet Kazi Nazrul : '
on the Dhaka University Campus yesterday to mark his 101st birth

Islam offering monajat at the poet's mazar

anniversary, :
— Star photo

__

OIC Secy General

No country has
requested us to
withdraw our

candidature: FM

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad yesterday said
Bangladesh is in the race for the
post of OIC secretary general
with a good position and no
country requested Dhaka to
withdraw {ts candidature, re-
ports UNB.

“It's the turn for
Bangladesh,” he said replying
to queries about the prospect of
winning the prestigious office
of the 55-member Organisation
of Islamic Countries (OIC),
Samad said while addressing a
press conference yesterday.
Azad said Indonesia is not
puftting up any candidate while
Eg;.rpt also will not be contest-
ing for the post. Morocco, whose
Azzaddine Laraki has been
holding the post of secretary
general, did not show its inter-
est at the initial stage to con-
tinue.

Bangladesh declared its in-
tention first nominating
Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury for the post.

The Foreign Minister said it
is difficult to say who is going to
hold the post since the secretary
general is usually elected on
consensus among the member
states.

Azad said that Saudi Arabia,
a potential factor in OIC, had
clearly supported Bangladesh's
candidature.

JCD leader

By Staff Correspondent
Hasan Sarwar Sumon, gen-
eral secretary of city's south
unit of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) died of heart attack in
the early hours yesterday. He
was 28.
After his first namaj-e-

| janaza at the Azimpur Chhapra

Mosque, the body of Sumon was
brought to the BNP central of-
fice where hundreds of party
leaders and activists paid their
last respects to him.
BNP Chairperson and Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
Khaleda Zia and BNP secretary
eneral Abdul Mannan
huivan paid their last respects
to the late JCD leader. He was
buried at the Azimpur grave-
yard after his second janaza at
BNP central office.

The janaza was attended,
among others, by BNP Secre-
tary General Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan, ZA Khan, Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka MP, Mirza Abbas,
Amanullah Aman MP. Barkat-
ullah Bhulu MP, Abdus Salam,
Khairul Kabir Khokon, Emran
Saleh Prince, Shirin Sultana,
JCD leaders Monwar Hossain
Rana, Bazlul Bashit Anju, ABM
Mosharraf Hossain and Monir
Hossain.

JCD leaders said that Sumon
was a sincere and dedicated ac-
tivist but the Awami League

overnment had implicated

and had arrested him four
times during the last three and
half years

BSEHR

From page 12

the Election Commission and
the EC would make the final
electoral roll on the basis of the
lists coming from the ward
level commmittees, The chairmen
of the UPs /Municipalities/
City Corporations or the TNOs
or the DCs would not have any
right to open the sealed voters
list prepared by the ward
committees.

“The state should provide
remuneration to the ward
committees for the job,” Huda
suggested. “There should also be
provisions for [fining those
caught cheating while prepar-
ing the list.”

Huda replied In the negative
when asked whether the BSEHR
has submitted the suggestions
to the EC, "We shall submit the
proposals soon.”

He evaded a direct reply
when asked whether the BSEHR
was too late to propose (ts
alternative method’, especially
when the EC Las alrcady started
preparing the fresh electoral
roll.

Asked whether e has an
immediate plan to move a lH{l
in parliament to get the propos -
als legislated, Huda said: "It de -
pends on the political situation.
If otar party (BNP) decides to go
fo parliament, I might think of
i

He, however, asserted that

the EC has the authority to in-
corporate the proposals Into
electoral rules, barring .the
provision for timposing fine on
those cheating while preparing
the electoral roll.

N L

~"Sumon dead” ]

im in at least 30 “false”™ cases .
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Oppositi

The sources sald the al-
llance” s Central Liaison Com-
mittee is holding discussions (o
announce the siege programme
at the EC Secretariat between
May 31 to June 2 and a hartal
on June 11 to protest the ap-

ointment and the national
udget, anticipating that it Is
not going to be pro-people.
ut top alliance leaders said
the alliance partners are deeply
divided over the fresh action
programmes considering the
rainy season and Asia Cup
cricket tournament in Dhaka.

Some leaders of BNP and the
other alliance partners prefer
to go ahead with tougher action
programmes to force the new
CEC to quit office. They are
pressing the BNP leadership to
immediately announce pro-
grammes.

However, most BNP leaders
argue that a massive street
protest centring only on the ap-
pointment of the CEC may
weaken the current oust-gov-
ernment agitation.

Sources said opposition
leader Khaleda Zia met the
chiefs of the seven-party al-
liance yesterday to have their
opinion before finalising the
future movement strategy.

She will soon meet with JP,
Jamaat, 10J and other parties
active in the street separately,
the sources said.

The alliance components
blamed BNP for delay in taking
up action programmes when-
ever needed and said there is a
gulf of difference in thinking
among the powerful BNP lead-

proposals about action

on plans

Representatives of the Cen-
tral Liaison Committee also
blamed the secretaries general
of their parties because they do
not attend uwullngs regularly,
thus unnecessary delay in deci-
sions.

“Absence of the secretaries
Eeneral from meetings is the

iggest problem facing the liai-
son committee. We cannot de-
cide promptly and most of the
time have to wait for days to get
their clearance,” said a CLC
member, who wanted not to be
named,

Another representative said
the secretaries general have al-
ready made the CLC an ineffec-
tive body because most of their
IJ'I'U*
grammes was eventually
dropped.

‘Why should we (CLC) sit day
after day if our proposals are
not accepted... Should we be the
only party to continue such ex-
ercise?” he asked.

A top BNP leader told the
Daily Star yesterday that the
possibility of action pro-
gramme prior to the end of the
cricket tournament is unlikely.
He said the opposition has al-
ready staged demonstration in
the city and other parts of the
country soon after the CEC's
appointment. The opposition
will stage countrywide demon-
stration against Syed's ap-
pointment on Saturday, he
said.

“We will launch a militant
movement once the rainy sea-
son is over,” he added.

AES-PDB discord

From Page 1
quality of work and said it
would not take possession of
the site unless it is improved to
a certain standard.

PDB was supposed to reply to
the objections in 15 days. But it
ultimately resolved the matter
after a delay of 146 days.

The site was developed by the
Chinese company on behalf of
PDB. The Tk 141 crore work
was given to it after two rounds
of bidding.

The Land Lease Agreement
(LLA), which was supposed to be
registered with the government
long ago, would now be regis-
tered within 30 days of signing

| of the supplementary agree-

ment.

PDB will pay Liquidated
Damages (LD) to AES up to Jan-
uary 3 last for delayed hand-
over of the site.

Businessman

From Page 1

staircase and fired at him at
about 8 pm. He was shot in his
chest, hospital sources said.

The gang fled the spot, leav-
ing their car Dhaka Ga-11-0436
in front of the market.

Shipu was sent to the Com-
bined Military Hospital where
he died at about 1 am vesterday.

Victims brother Istiaq
Ahmed filed a murder case with
Gulshan police accusing
Naimuzzaman, Jewel and Sai-
ful Alam in this connection.

Police could not arrest any
one of the FIR listed accused till
last night.

Rajuk

From Page |

Rajuk was also asked to explain
why construction on six plots,
allegedly extracted from the
lake, should not be suspended.
At the same time, the court di-
rected Rajuk to provide a list of
people who were allotted plots
along the lake.

On Wednesday, the HC reit-
erated Its 1999 rule nist on Ra-
juk and suspended all construc-
tion and fil 1:1% up of the lake
and the lakeside areas, particu-
larly at Plot-26 at Road-71,
Plots-28 and 10 at Road-76,
Plot-9 at Road-78 In Gulshan
Model Town. In Banani Model
Town, injunction was Issued
concerning Plot 76C at Road- 11
and western side of Plot-56 at
Road-1. In Barldhara Model
Town, Injunction was issued re-
garding Plot-45 at Road-12.

On March 7this year, Rajuk
presented to the court a list of
23 people who were allotted
plots In the lake and lakeside
areas. Following this, BELA
and the welfare soclety con-
ducted a field Investigation
which revealed that the list was
far from complete. The investi-
gators found that earth [flling
took place at Road-78 and a new
slot was created--  Plot No-8.

hey also found that fresh
earth filling took place in the
lake and Its adjacent green belt
on the eastern side of Roads-
118, 121 and 123 In Gulshan
Model Town,

Syeda Rizwana Hasan
BELX moved the writ petition.

of
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¢ Karwan Bazar, Dhaka.

The project site was origi-
nally scheduled to be handed
over to AES in mid-July last
year. But due to failure of the
land site developer to complete
the project in time, PDB con-
vinced AES to take over the site
on November 15 without any
LD. But PDB could not hand-
over the site till January 3. The
delay aiter that was due to the

dispute between AES and PDB

and therefore AES has agreed to

give up all claims after that
date.

"Now it is expected that AES
would implement the project
fast in its own interest,” ob-
served one source,

“We believe, it will finish the

remedial work before the LLA is
registered. We also believe that
AES would be able to ensure the
project's Financial Closing
Very soorn.

"AES would be completing
the project and go for commer-
cial operation 37 months after
the registration".

AES will have to pay 45000
dollars LD per day if it fails to
meet its deadline for commer-
cial operation,

The government is pursuing
the 450 MW Meghnaghat project
since early 1996. AES offered a
20 -year levelised power tariff
of 2.79 cents (about TK. 1.4) per
Kilowatt hour and was selected
as the best bidder.

However, for one reason or
the another, AES was having
serious disagreements with
PDB and the agreements were
practically signed in July last
year.

AES was supposed to ensure
the project’'s Financial Closing
within seven and a half months
of signing of the final agree-
ment but it could not do it till
NOW.

Last month, the conflict be-
tween AES and PDB intensified
when the project’s consultant
Mott McDonald issued a hand-
over certificate to CWHEC on
behall of PDB without its ap-
proval.

After this, PDB issued a no-
tice to AES to take over the site
and warned of termination of

the contract for failure, but AES
refused.

OC, sipoy of GRP
closed in Sylhet

SYLHET, May 25: An Officer-
in-Charge and a sipoy of GRP
have been closed for their al-
leged Involvement with a group
of people In black-marketing

tickets at Sylhet Rail station,
reports UNB.

Mobile phone
set lost

A moblle phone set belong-
ing to the Chief Reporter of The
Daily Star, Shehab Ahmed, was
lost yesterday afternoon when
he was at the Ministry of
Environment and Forest in the
Secretariat,

Anyone finding the phone
set has been requested to return
it to The Dally Star office at 19,

|
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Remove all odds |
imbibing Nazrul's
teachings: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina sald yesterday when
anti-liberation and fundamen-
talist forces trying to divide the
nation, the non-communal
spirit of rebel t Nazrul Islam
shows the right way to tread.
reports UNB.

“The non-communal spirit
of poet Nazrul has enlightened
the nation with new vigour
when the nation is celebrating
100th birth anniversary of the
nation a poet,” she said, ad-
dressing the concluding func-
tion of birth centenary celebra-
tions of the National Poet.

Addressing the national
function at Osmani Memorlal
Hall in the aftermoon, the prime
minister said: “We will have to
dedicate ourselves to the service
and welfare of the people bein
imbued with the ideals o
Nazrul.”

She sald Kazi Nazrul Islam
is the national poet of
Bangladesh, poet of the Ben-
galis and poet of the people. She
urged the people to imbibe
Nazrul's teachings and ralse
their heads high removing all
odds and obstacles.

Yesterday's function was the
concluding session of two-year
long celebration of the birth
centenary of National Poet.
Cultural Ministry took up coun-
trywide programme for the two-
year celebrations.

“We are formally closing the
two-year centenary programine
of poet Nazrul. But it's not that
we are dropping the curtain on
works of Nazrul. Rather the
hundredth-year celebrations
will provide a new stimulus for
the nation to conduct research
and continue work on our na-
tional poet,” said the PM.

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Obaidul Quader, Prof M
Anisuzzaman. Prof Mohammad
Moniruzzaman, granddaughter
of the poet Khilkhil Kazi and
poet Nurul Huda also addressed
the function.

Subsidy

From page 12

crop production of 22.5 million
MT in the current fiscal vear.
the agriculture minister said:
“We'll continue to procure crops
from the farmers to give them
the necessary price supporl
This would give them impetus
to grow more food."

She listed the successive
bumpers in crop production as
the success of the government
and portrayed the growth trend
as a proof to the governmments
right policy in food manage-
ment.

The book launching pro-
gramme was also addressed by
two out of three editors of the
book, Dr Raisuddin Ahmed and
Dr Tawfiqg-e-Elahi Chowdhury,
Chief of Party of IFPRI Dr Paul
Dorosh and USAID Director
Gordon West. IFPRI official Go-
lam Robbani conducied the pro-
gramme

Dr Raisuddin Ahmed lauded
Bangladesh’'s advancement in
various sectors over the years
and noted that many pes-
simistic views expressed by in-
ternational personalities about
Bangladesh are now proven
wrong,

Dr Tawfiq-e-Elahi gave a
view about the conflicting in-
terests of different stakeholders
in food trade. He spoke of food
pricing dilemma and laid im-
portance on changing the food
security paradigm which
should focus on poverty reduc-
tion and human capital devel-
opment.

The book Out of the
Shadow of Famine — describes
the evolution of food policy in
Bangladesh and sets out guide-
lines for the future course of the
country's food policy.

Kader Siddique

From page 12
apprehending violence between
supporters of KSJL and Awami
League-backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL).

KSJL decided to hold the
rally at Paura Uddyan,
protesting arrest of Siddique’s
brother Murad . BCL also called
a meeting at the same venue,

demanding punishment of
Murad.
Family sources said

Siddique fell unconscious when
police entered their residence,
used batons and fired gunshots.

"The residence Is cordoned
off by police. We are 10 to 12
people inside. Police arrested
those who tried to go outside.”
one of the inmates, Miraj, said
at 9 pm over telephone.

Who's knocking

From Page |
rested two persons from Kafrul
on the basis of charges brought
against them by dwellers ol a
house in the locality.

Regarding city dwellers
non-cooperation with the enu-
merators, some police officials
said that people would come
forward to help them only if
they proved their identities.

Earlier, Commissioner ol
the Dhaka Metropolitan Police,
Matiur Rahman had warned
city dwellers not open the door
unless they could identify the
people pressing the calling bells
at thelr doors.

The statement was issued
with the aim of bridling the col-
lapsing law and order sitnation
of the city and wide scale rob-
bery across the city in broad
daylight, the police commis-
stoner had sald.

Some enumerators told this
correspondent that the city
dwellers were so scared, that
they were not willing to open
their doors even alter getting
the assurance that the visitors
had come from the election
comnmission secretariat to reg-
(ster them as voters,

Enumerators visiting Ele-

hant Road, Dhanmandi, Mo-
wmmadpur and Uttara, areas
said that they visited the same
house more than once to get the
forms filled for voters' regis-

| tration. |
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From Page |

rity forces Including army,
paramilitary BDR and law en-
forcing agencles including po-
lice, Ansar and VDP are also be-
ing listed as voters of the area,”
Goutam alleged.

“We have submitted a memo-
randum to the Election Com-
mission urging them to post-
pone the process of preparin
the voters' list. We clearly tol
the commission that we will
not accept the fresh voters’ list
if anyone other than the per-
manent residents of the area Is
included in the list. The process
has to be consistent with the
CHT agreement.”

The CHT agreement sets four
conditions for a person to be a
voler as far as local government
elections are concerned.

Defining a voter of the Hill
District Local Council/Hill Dis-
trict Council, the clause 9 of the
CHT treaty says, "A person will
be considered eligible (o be en-
listed In the voters’ list if
he/she (1) Is a citizen of
Bangladesh: (2) 1s not less than
eighteen years of age; (3) does
not stand declared by a compe-
tent court to be of unsound
mind: and (4) is a permanent
resident of hill district.”

The CHT treaty recognises
existence of ‘non-tribal perma-
nent residents’ in the hill re-
gion, while clause 3 of the
agreement defines them specifi-
cally: “Non-tribal permanent
residents will mean those who
are not tribal. but own legally
acquired lands and gencrally

live in the hill districts at spe-
cific addresses.”

However, EC member Mosh-
taque Ahmed Chowdhury does
not find any substance in Lar-
ma's contention. He said ‘there
is no constitutional scope to ex-
clude anyone living in the CHT
from the voters’ list so far as
parliammentary election is con-
cerned.’

“We told Mr. Larma that the
way we are preparing the voters’
list is absolutely consistent
with the Constitutional provi-
sions, and there is no scope for
suspending the process of
preparing the electoral roll in
,the CHT,” Chowdhury told the
Daily Star Wednesday.

PCJSS threatens

“We have also told them that
there would be two voters’ list
for the CHT: one for parliamen-
tary elections and the other for
elections to the hill districts’
local government councils.”

Chowdhury said the Consti-
tution does not allow the com-
mission to prepare any special
voters' list for any particular
constituency, as far as parlia-
mentary polls are concerned.

“There shall be one electoral
roll for each constituency for
the purposes of elections to par-
llament, and no special elec-
toral roll shall be prepared so
as to classify electors accordin
to religion, race, caste or sex,
says Article 121 of the Constitu-
tion.

However, there are certain
constitutional preconditions
for a person to be a voter in the
parliamentary polls in a par-
ticular constituency.

“A person shall be entitled to
be enrolled on the electoral roll
for a constituency delimited for
the purpose of election to the
Parliament, if he/she (a) is a
citizen of Bangladesh: (b} is not
less than eighiteen years of age;
(c) does not stand declared by a
competent court to be of un-
sound mind; and (d) Is, or Is
deemed by law to be a resident
of that constituency.”

Unlike the provisions of the
CHT treaty, the constitutional
preconditions do not hold that
one has to be a ‘{)ermanent resi-
dent’ of the parliamentary con-
stituency concerned, or that
s/he has to be the owner of
lands in the constituency.

“So one does not need to be
the owner of a piece of land for
being a voter in the parliamen-
tary polls in any of the CHT
constituencies,” said a senior
Supreme Court lawyer.

“But the case of local gov-
ernment in the CHT is different.
Under the laws amended in the
light of the CHT agreement, a
non-tribal person cannot be a
voter in the local government
elections in the CHT if s/he does
not own lands and does not live
in the areas.”

Asked whether the laws re-
lating to the CHT are in line
with the Constitution, the
lawyer said it is to be decided in
the court of law.

Flash flood in Ctg

From Page |

The FFWC recorded 141 mm
rainfall at Lama, 101.5 mm at
Chandpur, 86 mm at Kanaighat
in Sylhet, 55 mm at Sheola in
Moulvibazar, 42.6 mm at
Parshuram in Feni and 20 mm
at Sylhet during the past 24
hours ending at 9 a.m. yester-
day.

In Dhaka city and adjoining

areas, 49 mm rainfall was
recorded till 6 p.m, flooding low
lying areas and many city
streets. '

The FFWC recorded moder -
ate to very heavy rainfall at
many places in the Meghna
basin and the south eastern hill
basin, very light to moderate
fall at many places in the
Ganges basin and moderately
heavy fall at one or two places
in the Brahmaputra basin in
the last 24 hours ending at 9
a.m. yvesterday.

SPARRSO said the ‘main
body' of the cloud has moved
towards Chittagong-Arakan
coast causing downpour in
Chittagong and CHT regions.

In the rest areas of the coun -
try. rainfall will be light to
moderate, SPARRSO said

The Met office said that a
low over the Gangetic West
Bf'n%al. its associated trough ex-
tending up to north Bay, is
likely to cause further rains.

Besides, the advancing mon -
soon wind reaching to Yangon
coast yesterday also made the
Bay rough. It is due to reach
Teknaf coast by June 2, a day
ahead of its scheduled arrival, a
senior meteorologist said last
night.

He said

the pre-monsoon

rains in end-May is not un -
usual. It happened last year at
the same time.

The rainfall recorded in the
past 24 hours ending at 6 p.m.
vesterday were: Cox’s Bazar 80
mm. Rangamati 163 mm,
Chittagong 180 mm, Sitakunda
30 mm, Sylhet 34 mm,
Srimangal 6 mm, Feni 61 mm,
Maijdi 9 mm, Comilla 65 mm,
Chandpur 86 mm, Mymensingh
13 mun, Tangail 1 mm, Faridpur
2 1am, Madaripur 2 mm,
Khepurpara 14 mm, Ishurdi 11
mm, Bogra trace, Rangour trace
and Dinajpur 9 mm.

Master Plan

From Page |
Town Planner of the DMDP is
also Rajuk’'s Town Planner who
is busy with plan approvals and
other jobs: he has no time to do
a second job,” said the official.

“The NAM conference centre
should have been constructed in
the old airport area because in
case of a big event thousands of
residents in Mirpur will not be
able to use Rokeya Saroni, and
this would worsen the traflic
situation,” he said.

The government announced
recently that Ashuliva would be
turned into a water base recre-
ational centre. But experts say
the Master Plan designates
Ashuliva as a “flood flow™ area
where no structures should be
built. Instead, they say, the vast
area in the north of Mirpur be-
hind the Botanical Garden
should be turned into a water
hase recreational area.

China trade bill

From page 12
make it an issue in the Novem-
ber congressional campaigns.

“*Congress has turned its
back on the American manu-
facturing base and America s
working families,” asserted
Teamsters president James P
Hofla.

But US Chamber of Com-
merce president Thomas Don-
ahue called the vote "a victory
of fact over fear and a historic
win for the American economy
and our national security.”

Republican leaders promised
150 votes: they came up with
164. Democratic sponsors of the
bill set a goal of 70-80: they
produced ?{5

Labour waged one of its mosit
intense campaigns ever against
the bill. Of the 211 House
Democrats, 138 voted no.

Meanwhile, a Reuter report
from Beijing said: A relieved
China hailed a “wise” bill
passed by the US House of Rep-
resentatives, but lashed out at
provisions on human rights
monitoring.

A Tr;ut* Ministry official
said the bill “will help the
healthy and stable development
of bilateral trade and economic
cooperation with China on the
basis of equality and mutual
benefit,” Xinhua news agency
reported,

But Hu Chusheng attacked
provisions on human rights as
interference in China's internal
alfairs and said they were
"unacceptable to the Chinese
government.”

“China pays close attention
to and expresses strong dissat-
isfaction with this act and re-
serves the right to react on the
issue (n the future,” he said,

"We urge the US side to cor-
rect {ts wrongdoing, so as to en-
sure a healthy and smooth de-
velopment ot China-US eco-
noulic cooperation and trade,”
he said.

It was China’s first official
reaction to passage of the bit-
terly contested bill granting
China permanent normal trade
relations, which will guaran-
tees Chinese goods get the same
low-tariff access to US markets
as other nations products.

China expects to join the
WTO this year having overcome
its last major hurdle by signing
a market-access deal with the
United States this month

Taiwan also welcomed the
passage of the China trade bilk
saving it brightened prospects
for both sides of the Taiwan
Stralt to enter the World Trade
Organisation.

"This is a key benchmark
for the Chinese Communists’
WTO accession bid,” said legis-
lator Lai Shyh-bao.

“It's also important for us
becaunse we cant join the WTO
without mainland China join-
ing first.”

DEB

From page 12

When contacted, Chairman
of DEB A T M Sharifullah ad-
mitted that some unscrupulous
board officials are involved iIn
preparing forged certificates.

Asked if he knows them, he
replied, "They are known to all
.. If you go to them as a client to
have such certificates, you

would be able to identify them”.

In reply to a question why
proper action was nol being
taken against them, the chair-
man said they have certain

Timitations’
He however said that as parl

of their drive to check the mal-

pratice. certificates were
printed from the Security Press

at Gazipur this year and an in-

ternational tender would be
loated soon to procure papers
carrying special type of water-
print which will be used for
preparing certificates.

e ol o oamne s MR L . e e B e



