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2 | Which country will host the

1 | on his Test debut against
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‘Competition-130

/ Tick the Correct Answers
" Post to Jhe Quilg Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
May 26, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | Who replaced David Lloyd
as England cricket coach?

[ Fietcher Woolmer | Richardson

Euro 2004 Championship?
Portngal Germany Spain
3 | WhichKiwibatsmanhit214

West Indies? _
Sinclalr Fleming | Crowe
4 | Which country won the four-

nation football tourney in
Maldives?

Sdlanka | Bangladesh [ndia

5 | Who won the national chess
; title this year?
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Class ........

School Address
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World No 1 tennis player

“If you play well and get the
results, ranking comes aulo-
matically.”

After regaining the No 1 spot
this week.

Delhi's police
inquiry ends

NEW DELHI, May 24: Police
in the Indian capital said
Wednesday they had completed
their local investigation into
match-fixing allegations
against former South African
cricket captain Hansie Cronje,
reports AP.

The New Delhi police said
they were requesting authenti-

tﬂ cated tapes of Cronjes voice

\ g

W

from South African authorities
to compare with recordings of
alleged mobile telephone calls
Cronje is accused of having
with a London-based bookie.

The police said they would
also mbabhf be travelling to
Soutﬁ Africa and Britain to
complete their probe

Incensed Dynamo
fan threatens
bomb aittack

KIEV. May 24: An irate fan
has threatened a bomb cam-
paign against relgning
Ukrainian champions D?'namu
Kyiv to stop the club selling its
top players to English Premier-
ship sides, reports sald Wednes-
day, reports AFP.

Police are hunting for the
fan who called the club’s head-
quarters Sunday threatening to
blow up the stadium and Dy-
namo facilities if it pursued a
"stupld” policy of selling star
players.

The fan was apparently an-
red by rumours that English
remiership side Liverpool

have recently held talks about
signin Dynamo defenders
Vladislav Vashchuk and
Alexander Holovko.

The Merseyside glants are
also thought to be interested In
Dynamo's Gror;ﬂﬂn interna-
tional midfielder Kaha Kaladze,

However, Dynamo denfes it

Is involved (n talks on selling

its key players, although the
elub recently sold
Striker Sergel
Premiership club, Tottenham.

Bomb squad

was mentioned as a possible

target. No explosive device was

found.

Cricket fans line up 1n

Tickets of the Pepsi Asia Cup
welt on sale yesterday through
seven city branches of Al
Baraka Bank amidst contro-
VErsy.

Thousands were seen queu-
ing for the much cherished
tickets ignoring the inclement
weather. Cricket followers
started gathering at the relevant
branches from early hours of
the morning and the bank
authorities had a difficult time
in maintaining order.

There were reports of clashes
between ticket-seekers and se-

curity personnel at various
parts of the city. Fans fought
policemen in a lengthy scuffle
at the Islampur branch of Al
Baraka.

However, a bizarre action on
part of the tournament’s ticket
comuuittee hias overshadowed
all other ncidents and left
many fans in utter frustration.

The committee did not leave
any provisions of selling tick-
ets for every match separately.
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of the Pepsi Asia Cup yesterday.

Tickets go on sale

Fans frustrated at BCB’s buy-all policy

Sports Reporter

Rather they have given the fans
a totally unfair option --- either
buy tickets for all the seven
matches or forget about going to
the Bangabandhu Stadiuwm
This meant many disappointed
fans had to return home empty-
handed. The idea would
however pave the way for the
ticket touts to reign supreme at
around the stadium arena.

@ PEPSI
‘ASiA cuP

Enraged cricket-lovers
called the Daily Star Sport to
complain about, this lack of
sensitivity on the part of the or-
ganisers.

“This is outrageous. They
(the organisers) can't make us
go to games that we don't want
to watch. The BCB is too busy
counting the money, leaving us

front of the Naya Paltan branch of Al Baraka Bank to buy tickets

— Star photo

(fans) in the lurch,” said Aziz
from Hatirpool.

Another cricket-nut Saima
from Zigatala was in total
shock.

"l had planned in advance to
watch the matches that didn't
clash with my exam schedule.
Now | don't know what to do.”

BCRB's tickets committee sec-
retary Mozammel Haque how-
ever wasn't available for com-
ments when contacted over
telephone last night.

This is not the first time that
the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB) has got itself into a ques-
tionable position. Just one
month ago, lIT(‘FllI:lF“iL‘b were
alleged in distribution of tick-
ets F.ur the Asian XI versus Rest
of the World XI match in
Dhaka.

The following branches of Al
Baraka bank are selling the
tickets: VIP Road, Gulshan,
Mirpur Road, Islampur, Karwan
Bazar,
and Dilkusha.

IDB Bhaban (Agargaon) |

le atliug
brov to another

officers
searched Dynamo's team bus
lollowing the fan's call, after It

Pakistan reiter-
ated its supporl
for Bangladesh's
admission as the
tenth Test-play-
ing nation ahead
next annual general
meeting of the International
Cricket Council (ICC) at Lord’s.
The cricket's world ruling
body will meet in London next
month to give its verdict on
Bangladesh's application for
Test status. Bangladesh, who
applied for Test status in 1998,
need to win seven out of nine
votes of the Test-playing na-
tions. ICC opted to re-evaluate
Bangladesh's case in June this
year when they fell short of two
votes in the 1999 meeting.
However, the reassurance of

of the

Pakistan, who roposed
Bangladesh's bid for a full
membership two years back,

appeared to be an icing on the
cake after a dramatic develop-

Reassurance from

Sports Reporter

ment in Test cricket's highly
conservative world for the last
few days. World's top two Test-

playing nations -- Australia
and South Africa-- threw their
weights behind Bangladesh's
bid for the Test tag. Noticeably,
the two influential Boards, who
voted against Bangladesh last
year, disclosed it in joint decla-
rations with the BCB
(Bangladesh Cricket Board).

“We will continue our stron

support towards Bangladesh's
cause for Test status”, said the
Minister for Youth and Sports
of Pakistan Derrick Sypria yes-
terday.

The Pakistan sports.boss
said this while talking to his
Baugladesh counterpart
Obaidul Quader, who is now in
Pakistan as part of the last
minute campaign before the all
important ICC meeting.

Quader, who is accompany-
ing BCB general secretary Syed

Antigua Test starts today

ST. JOHN'S, May
24: Stymied by the
rain In George-
town and the
pluperfect pitch in
Bridgetown, West
lundies and Pakistan move to
the Antigua Recreation Ground
looking for the elusive win in
the third and final cricket Test
starting on Thursday, reports
AFP.

Neither side has been able to
take a lead In the previous two
Tests throu no fault of their
own, so both will be going all

| MOIN KHAN

Last shot at a

out to complete a win in the fi-
nal match of the three-Test se-
ries to give them an unbeatable
1-0 lead.

After three action-packed
days in Georgetown, the rain
drenched the Guyana capital
and play was not possible over
the last two days of the gripping
match.

Then Pakistan's cautious
arpma::h in the second Innings
effectively killed the prospects
of an exciting finish on the last
day in Bridgetown, where the
pitch produced 1,202 runs, three
centuries and five half-cen-
turles.

Though the Antigua Recre-
ation Ground pitch (s usually
doclle, the last three Tests here
have all produced winning re-
sults for West Indies over Sri
Lanka In 1997 and England in
1998, and Australia over West
Indies last year, so another ab-
sorbing contest is expected,

With so much riding on this
Test, like the previous match,
team selection will be one of the
key thln&’s for the two sides.

For West Indies, they will
have to decide If they are KH]J]I}'
with the production of o wnlu%
batsman Adrian Griffith anc
fast bowler Nixon McLean, and
for Pakistan, they will have to

lind a replacement for all-
rounder Abdur Razzaq.
Left-hander Griffith, the

success story for West Indies on

Pakistan

Ashraful Haq. also had a very
cordial meeting with PCB
(Pakistan Cricket
chairman General Tauqir Zia

A press release issued by the
Ministry of Youth and Sports in
Dhaka says. Tauqir refuted the
recent allegation of former
Pakistan captain Salim Malik
that was appeared in an English
tabloid that thg Bangladesh-
Pakistan match in the World
Cup was fixed.

“It's completely baseless”,
said the PCB chairman, adding
that Bangladesh were the de-
serving victors. "They outplayed

Pakistanis in every department
of the game at Nnrlhamptﬂn on
that day (May 31, 1999)."

Quader however invited Der-
rick to watch the Pepsi Asia
Cup. The championship involv-
ing defending champions Sri
lLanka, India, Pakistan and
hosts Bangladesh will com-
mence in Dhaka on May 28.

result

their ill-starred tour of New
Zealand, has struggled for forn
in the four Tests at home this
season, two against Zimbabwe,
two against the Pakistanis.

Scores of four and eight In
Bridgetown would not have
done much to help Gritfith's
cause, but the selection panel
seens intent on giving him and
Sherwin Campbell timme to ma-
ture into a durable pair of open-
ing batsmen,

Dropped to make

way lor

teenager Ramnaresh Sarwan in
See page 14
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Sher-e-Bangla Cup
Rajshahi in
zonal final

Sports Reporter

Rajshahi moved into the
zonal final of the 21st Sher-e-
Bangla Cup National Football
Champlonship with a 4-0 win
over Bogra at the Naogaon Sta-
dium yesterday.

Alam scored two goals In the
13th and 19th minutes while
Payel and Kamal added one
apfece in the 33rd and 47th
minutes,

Rajshahi will face hoslts
Naogaon in the zonal final to-
morrow. The winners will qual-
ify for the 12-team final round
to be held In Noakhali from the
second week of June,

Away In Barguna, the zonal
final between Barisal and hosts
Barguna was postponed for the
second consecutive day for
heavy rain. The match will now
be played today.

Besides, Sylhet, Kushtia,
Sirajganj and Sherpur won
their respective matches at dif-
ferent zonal venues on Wednes-
day.

Sylhet, aided by a hattrick
from Nasir, blanked Habigan]
by four goals to nil at the
Moulvi Bazar Stadium.

In a one-sided affair, Nasir
struck in the 21st, 65th and
67th minutes while Manoj
acdded the other in the 53rd
minute,

In Gopalgan}, Kushtia
recorded a 4-3 win over hosts
Gopalganj in a see-saw en-
counter.

Towhid scored two goals
while Sohrab and Mizan added
one goal each for the winners.
On the other hand, Mehdi
scored two goals and Kalu
struck the other for the home
side.

In the other two matches,
Sherpur registered a 3-1 win
over Jamalpur at the Jamalpur
Stadium while Jhenidah and
Rajbari played a 3-3 draw at the
Gopalganj Stadium.

M’singh in final
BKSP shown
the door

Sports Reporter

- pums
ﬁki Grindlays
National School Cricket

Favourites Bangladesh Krira
Shikkha Protishthan(BKSP)
were knocked out of the ANZ
Grindlays Bank National
School Cricket Championship
when Mymensingh Zilla
School handed them a three-
wicket defeat in a tense low-
scoring match (BKSP) at the
Mymensingh Stadium yester-
day.

Chasln% a paltry BKSP total
of 81, the home side scored 84
for seven in 29.1.

Liton scored 19 runs for the
home boys who will now meet
Collegiate High School of Ra-
jshalii in the final,

BRIEF SCORES

BKSP: 8] all out in 29.1
overs (Shoeb 3/ 16, Rajib 2/5).

MYMENSINGH ZILA
SCHOOL: 84 for 7 in 29.1 overs
(Liton 19, Bashar 2/4)

Result: Mymensingh Zila

Schiool won by three wickets.

Rajshahi v'ball
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 24: Green
Star Club and Morning Star
Club won their respective
matches of the Rajshahi First
Division Hasan Imam Ali
Imam Pintu Smriti volleyball
league at the local stadium to-
day.

Green Star beat Ambagan by
3-0 (25-17, 25-19 and 25-20)
while Morning Star defeated
City Club by 3-0 (25-16, 25-22
and 25-21).

Nabarun Sangha will take
on Jagarata Sangha and Bright
Star will meet United Hpmnn;_,
Club tomorrow.

KB Rai Memonal
cricket finals
tomorrow

The final matches of differ-
ent groups of the 3rd KB Rai
Choudhury Memorial Under-13
cricket tournament will be held
at the Kalabagan Club ground (n
the city on May 26, reports
agenciles,

In all 40 teams took part in
the preliminary round in three
groups on knock-out basis.

Speaking at a news confer-
et
and coach Dipu Rai Choudhury.,
sald, "We have (nitlated the
tournament with the help of
Kalabagan Krira C hul«ra to
open up scope for the budding
cricketers in the competitive
game as well as to boost them
up.

Kalabagan Cricket Academy
will take on Cricket Coaching
School In the Masters Group fi-
nal in a 20-over-a-side match
starting at 7 am. It will be fol-
lowed by Plate and Cup Group
finals,

Cricket Board President
Saber Hossain Chowdhury will
attend the prize distribution
ceremony at 4:30 pm,

i

¢, former national cricketer |

ot
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'Lankans due today

A l4-member Sri Lankan
cricket team, led by explosive
opener Sanath Jayasuriya, will
arrive In the capital today to
take part in the Pepsi Asla Cup
5ch¢:(]uted for a May 28 start at
the Bangabandhu Natlonal
Stadium.

The defending champions
will begin their campaign to
retain the ‘Noor Khan Trophy
when they face hosts
Bangladesh in the inau%uml
match. They will take on India
in their next match on June |
before meeting Pakistan in the
last robin league match on June
5.

They are scheduled for a
l]rit{‘llt.‘f: sesslon at the Banga-
yandhu National Stadium later
in the afternoon.

THE SQUAD

Sanath Jayvasuriya
(captain), Mahela Jayawardena
(vice-captain), Aravinda de
Silva, Marvan Atapattu, Russel
Arnold, Tillekeratne Dilshan,
Indika de Saram, Romesh
Kaluwitherana, Chaminda
Vaas, Mutiah Muralitharan,
Upul Chandana. Nuwan Zoysa,
Sanjeewa de SH\.’H and

P SRy TS T - TR ey e A

Sports Reporter

Kaushalya Weereratne.
Officials: TB Kahelgamuwa
Dave

Alex

(manager),
(coach),

Whatmore
Kountouris

(physio) and Trevor Chappel
(fielding coach),

NO POWER FAILURE

Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium will have uninterrupted
power supply during the Pepsi
Asla Cup.

Three government agencies
-- Rural Electrification Board
(REB), Dhaka Electric Supply

Authority (DESA) and Power
Development Board (PDB)
will jointly take necessary

measures to ensure undisrupted
power supply to the venue for
the mega event.

Two sub-stations and a gov-
ernment power plant at Haripur
will be kept as standby for in-
stant power supply in case of
any failure in the original sys-

Proﬁt shrouded in question

" —]_Ll: INDON, May 24
| 22 Ilnt('rm-l report):
| / storin 1S
“M’d hr- wing over the

e\n J?p distribution of
_ profits from last
year's Cric k:i World Cup, with
nations other than the hosts
England expected to complain
of a raw deal.

Disputes over the split of the
30 million pounds profit has
led to an impasse which is still
preventing the accounts from
the tournament from being fi-
nalised, almost a year since
Australia won the final.

England's Daily Telegraph
reported on Tuesday that the
England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) would, according to
its annual report, receive 13.7
million pounds of the profits.
The other eight Test-playing
nations would pocket 1.425
million pounds, while non-Test
nation Bangladesh would re-
ceive only 225.000 pounds.

The ECB is also in hot water
for failing on its sponsorship

target -- forecasting eight major
sponsors to brmji in a combined
16 millicn pounds, but securing
only four who contributed 1|
million pounds

The matter had led to a dis-
pute between the ECB and the
International Cricket Council,
as had England's overspending.
The ECB had forecast expendi-
ture of 3-4 million pounds, but
the figure blew out to almost 8
million pounds. the paper said

The Telegraph quoled a se-
nior international cricket ad-
ministrator as saying Engluml
may crow about the profits they
have made but the overall
figures show the World Cup of

999 made no more money than
the 1996 World Cup and that we
did not improve on four years
says it all

ECB marketing director
Terry Blake said: "We have not
vet finalised the World Cup ac
counts, ICC have got one or two
concerns about our costs. But in
the overall context of ih
they are not particularly im-
portant or significant

INEgs

Cronje in fresh controversy

Waugh

LONDON, May 24
(Internet report):
Former South
African captain
Hansie Cronje is
at the centre of

allegations concerning

fresh
his teamn selection and tactics

during a Test match against
Australia in January l‘i"‘*

The Australians won the
game at the Sydney Cricket
Ground by an innings and 21
runs despite Cronje's 88 in
South Africa's first innings

But former Australian spin-
ner Ashley Mallett, who acted
as an advisor for South Africa
during the tour, has revealed
his concerns about the team's
periormance

He [u][l the Sydney Morning
Herald: "At the time | sensed
something was wrong. In the
light of recent revelations, luh
of little things began to add up.

Cronje h\kl the captaincy
last month after admitting that
he received money from an In-
dian bookmaker in exchange
for information.

His revelation sparked an
emergency meeting of the In-
ternational Cricket Council,
who are to introduce new mea-
sures to combat match-fixing,
and Cronje is to face a judicial
hearing in South Africa next
month.

Mallett faxed South African
Cricket Board president Dr All
Bacher about his concerns last
week

“Officially f\ll‘ﬁlhl“! won the

e

WEATHER CAUSES

A CONCERN

With only four days left be-
fore the Asia Cup starts, the or-
ganisers and fans are now more
concerned about the prevailing
weather,

What will happen to the Asia
Cup If It rains? ..... was one of
the many questions that were
bog ItnF the minds of local
cricket fans.

B55 says citing director of
the Met Department Ershad
Hossain that a few maitches are
likely to be affected due to the
early monsoon rain.

Meanwhile, the met office in
the capital forecast that the sky
would be cloudy while showers
might grip the capital from May
2510 31.

The met office also forecast
that it might be raining almost
every evening from May 28 to
June 7.

Magura cricket

From Our Correspondent
MAGURA, May 24: Mo-

* ' hammedan Sporting Club and

Surjamukhi Club won their re-
spective matches in the Econo
Cricket League at the Magura
Stadium today

Mohammedan beat Lutash
Sangha by four wickets while
Surjamukhi beat Jeon Club by
23 runs in the second match of
the day

BRIEF SCORES

LUTASH SANGHA: 110 for
eight in 25 overs (Cl 20
Mehedi 14, Zahid 10: Sagar
4/13, Shanto 2/21, Bishnu
1/18).

MOHAMMEDAN

SPORTING CLUB: 111 for six
in 24.4 overs (Roni 26, Sagar
22, Shahid 15; Tauhidul 4 /20,
Nanor 2/23, Shakil 1/20)

Result: Mohammedan
Sporting Club won by 4
wickets

SURJAMUKHI CLUB: 109
for nine in 25 overs (Bindu 41,
Sinik 13, Niloy 10; Makhon
3/24. Rahat 2/15 Mahidul
2/ 23)

JEON CRICEKET CLUB: 86
all out in 21 overs (Shakinur
22, Miraj 12 ':*-[ulir'r'= . 1lzzal
2/8. Nilow 2/11 Biadar 2 F26)

Result: lub
won by 23 runs

Surjamnmukis

calls for prooft or silence

game but, really. South Aflrica
folded so badly. it was embar-
rassing. 1 believe this maltch is
one that needs investigation
he said

South Africa batted first at
Svdney- Cricket Ground at-
; ' the and

the
ter Cronje woil

LOSS

HANSIE CRONJE

were all out for 287. Australia
replied with 421 - Mark Waugh
making exactly 100 - and then
ran through the tourists for just
113 with Shane Wame taking
six for 34 ‘

Mallett believes the amount
of leg-stump bowling to Waugh
was suspicious and also claims
South Africa's bowlers took it
easy on last man Glenn Mec-
Grath, whose innings of 14 was
his highest Test score at that

iume

If there is any conceri
about this game, anything un-
toward, it should be investi-
gated.” he added
" The match was current Aus-
tralian skipper Steve Waugh's

100th Test and he described it

as a "really tough game

] had a sore wrist and sore
legs trn:n the battering Allan
[}UII ald gave INnc when | was t-r?"

ing to ,er a hundred for Aus-

tralia. so if that wasn't cricket
played at 100 per cent. then I'm
a real bad judge - and l've played
3 lot of cricket,” Waugh added

A lot of people want to make
names for themselves and put
their names up in lights,” he
said Lets pget the concrete
prool and then we can make
some comments. Up til then ]
think people should Keep
qult'l‘

Waugh meanwhile has

dismissed quotes attributed to
former Pakistan batsman
Salim Malik that both sides ac-
cepted money to lose a match in
1994

Salim said he
of all charges a

was mnnocent
couple of years

ago and if he's found Hlulh of
recent charges then | don't
think his word is something
vou can hang on to,” Waugh
.*-.II{’

"All | can say is that I'm as
certain as | can be that no Aus-
tralian has ever been involved
in match fixing or briberv. I've
said it before and I'll stick by
| bl
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I'T'S NOl !"thb CONFARENCE! A preqs conference was urgamwd by Kalabagan l\l ira
Chakra in connection with the third K.B. Rai Choudhury Memorial under-13 cricket
tournament at the club premises yesterday.
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