[ CHITTAGONG

X

g | Federal Express |

: B oyt Forress Coct . i i Elwall Bulaing

"%-. Ht‘t‘ﬂj.f‘f Of Federal Erprwtﬁ C mp:mmnn I 39, Agrabad C.A,, Chittagong

' Tel # 712127 Fax# 710106
3 Tel # 9565114; Fax # 9565112 *,\ & 4 )

*
=

( cCEPZ

Ctg. Export Processing Zone

Old Admin Building
| Halishahar , Chittagong
\'l'el # 740108 Fax# 710106

K.D.A Building
Khan A. Sabur Road, Khulna
Tel # 725008 Fax# 731932

= @he Baily Star

Instalment
facility
available

liances
APP USA

TRANSCOM ELECTRONICS LTD.

Authorized Distributor in Bangladesh for Whiripool Applances, g
Dhaka : 8$15307-10 CTG - 716353, 723578 Khuina - 720004 m;&l.;; -

AL doesn't use religion
for political gain: PM

tification of Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque by construct-
towers.

She said the government has

Prifie Minister Sheikh
Hasinp sald yesterday Awamil
League does not believe in using  ing

religion as a political tool; in-
stead it is working for the wel-
fare of the people, which is the
main teaching of Islam, reports
UNB.

"We do not want to use reli-
gion for political gain as was
done in the past,” she sald, ad-
dressing members of Madras-
sah Teachers' Association,
principals of different Madras-
sahs and Ulema at the Interna-
tional Conference Centre in the
city.

She said Islam is the religion
of welfare, service, peace and
humanity and wurged the
Madrassah teachers to preach
[slam to the people in an easy
way.

Madrassah teachers from all
over the country came to the
Prime Minister's office to ap-
prise her of their problems.
They also placed some demands
to the PM.

Hasina said some political
parties dish out propaganda
that Islam will be at stake if
Awami League is in power. Be-
fore every election, they try to
confuse the people by spreading
such lies.

But, she said. Islam was not
at all affected during the rule of
the present government. The
government has taken every
possible step for the develop-
ment of Islam, instead

Elaborating the steps taken
for the development of Islamic
institutions, the prime minis-
ter said the government has
taken up a project for the beau-

undertaken another Tk 21.80
crore project to impart training
to Imams under Imam Training
Academy,

Besides, a mass education
programme is being conducted
through different mosques of
the country at a cost of Tk 37.50
crore. _

She said some 839 new
madrassahs have been included
in the MPO while development
of 1156 others are going on. In
the year 2000, the government
has enlisted 485 madrassahs
for development.

Hasina said the government
has come up with a new pay
scale doubling the salaries ol
the government employees.
Salary of the Madrassah teach-
ers has also been increased un-
der the new pay scale. She as-
sured that other problems of the
Madrassah teachers will also be
looked into.

About the appointment of
new chief election commis-
sioner, the prime minister said
the government sincerely tried
to appoint the CEC on a consen-
sus and invited the opposition
leader for discussion.

But she regretted that the op-
position leader did not respond
to the invitation. "When the
process of dialogue was going
on, the opposition leader at a
meeting in Kurigram said that
there will be no discussion with
the government.”

“They (opposition) believe in
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SEC cancels registration |

"

R

Night guard
killed in Ctg

From Our Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, May 24: A

.

" of abrokerage house | I
' By M Shamsur Rahman

SAARC Secretary General Nihal Rodrigo called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her

office yesterday.

'Syed was never
d governor
under Baksal
system'

A spokesman ol the Prime
Minister yvesterday strongly re-
futed BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia's press statement that the
new chief election commis-
sioner was a district governor

under the BAKSAL system, re- |

ports UNB

"MA Syed had never been a
governor under the BAKSAL
systemn in 1975," he said, adding
that Syed was a Director, Mar-
keting of BJMC at that time.

The spokesman said
Khaleda should know that a
former civil servant, Mofazzal

See page 11 col 4
Rubel murder

Proceedings of
case adjourned
till June 13

By Court Correspondent
Cross-examination of
Ashrafuzzaman, the 12th pros-
ecution witness in the Rubel
murder case was completed in
the third Additional Metropoli-
tan Sessions Judges Court,
Dhaka yesterday.

Judge Mollah Mostafa Ka-
mal adjourned the proceedings
of the case till June 13.

Zaman in his statement said
there was a conflict between the
victim's family and the accused
Mukuli Begum after setting up
of a shop in front of Mukuli's
house. He also said that Mukuli
Begum filed a general Diary
(GD) with Ramna thana to re-
move the shop from there.

Shamim Reza Rubel, 24, a
BBA student of the Independent
University was picked up by a
team of DB police from his Sid-
deswari residence on July 23,
1998 and was tortured to death
in DB custody the same day

night guard identified as Md.
Bacha Mia was killed by some '
unidentified miscreants at Fau-
jderhat Bazar In Sitakunda A%
::1;“:1 hﬁm at around 2.30 am The capital market watchdog the authorised representative of
‘ Thcg:nfsc eants stabbed in an unprecedented move the member with full res T
b At r‘;“a“ %:li? ed and | cancelled registration of a bro-  bility and accountability of the
Bacha di da i ron rods. kerage house yesterday for {lle- member.
o €d on the spot. The | gally renting out its online They also sald the contents /
miscreants managed to escape. trading facility. of the deed might have createq
A case has been fliled in this The Securities and Exchange certain legal confusion main]
connection. Commission (SEC), the regula-  due to ignorance and plcadgﬁ |
F . tors, fined Tk 1 lakh to another for condonation.
securities house, Al-Madina Se- The SEC board lat
rUIt trader curities, for using the {llegal the matter on Thlzgd':;kl:a »
h t d 5 d connection to trade in the share and the board recommended |
S O ed market, cancellation of the registration
; - A The registration of M/s Mo-  certificate “for the sake of a fajr
i, o | 1n NarSIHgdl JIﬂ;:izumn.at:i Ullah and Shabbir and disciplined capital market -
B4, v cancelied for rentE: R T
. 154, ohamma '
SOOI, oltata NARSII\{(:DI, May 24: A frult | out the workstation to Al- Daily Star yesterda t?:ﬁtTgl,]: 7
P trader was killed by unknown | Madina Securities going had inforined the DSE about his ;
assallants at Railway Station | against conditions of the regls- new workstation and aceord |
road in the town today, reports | tration certificate issued by the ingly the bourse had lﬂﬂﬂl;ct.i !

Govt may intervene in
cable TV dispute

By Mustak Hossain

The government may inter-
vene in the dispute between ca-
ble television operators and a
pay channel distributor over
the hike of renewal fees.

The Communication Minis-
try has formed a committee
with a joint secretary of the
ministry as convenor to inves -
tigate various irregularities of
the pay channel distributors
and cable TV operators.

Cable operators suspended
transmission of 12 pay chan-
nels including Star Movies,
Star Plus, Star World, AXN
Action” IV, Zee s Cinema;
TNT/Cartoon Network and
Nickelodeon after Nationwide
Communications Limited

Indian decision to
fence border won't

promote friendship:

Bangladesh

Bangladesh yesterday ex-
pressed its displeasure at the
Indian government's renewed
decision to construct barbed
wire fencing all along its border
with Bangladesh,

It would not “promote
friendship”® between the two
countries, a source at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs told
BSS yesterday.

Replying to a question, the
source said Bangladesh has
“consistently rejected and now
rejects” the allegation or insin-
uation by India and asserted
that there is no "large-scale in-
filtration™ to India from
Bangladesh. “There is no reason
for such act”, he said.

A Home Ministry
spokesman in Delhi on Tuesday
said the Indian Government
has decided to fence the entire
Indo-Bangladesh border.

Ll

(NCL), the pay channel distribu - |

tor, increased its renewal fees.

The row has caused serious
inconvenience to thousands of
satellite TV viewers in the coun-
try.

The government is likely to
introduce a law to regulate the
operation of satellite television
c*[lannels in the country, which
has been free of any govern -
ment control since its intro -
duction, sources said.

“We feel there should be a
regulation for the sake of con-
trol of transmission
grammes in the wake of the rise
in cultural hegemony of satel-
lite television since these
channels mostly air alien cul-
ture,” an official in the min-
istry told the Daily Star on
condition of anonymity.

The law also aims to estab-
lish control over the cable tele-
vision operation in the country
as the government is being de-
prived of huge revenue.

Satellite television was al-
lowed in the country in 1995
through transmission of two
fammous news channels,

of pro-

BBC |

UNB.

Police and witnesses said
Chandan Shaha, 30, a fruit
shop owner at Kandapara, was
attacked by the hooligans near
Muktar Saw-Mill when he was
passing the area along with his
sister and a video shopowmner at
about 5:30 pm.

The gang, who came in a pri-
vate car, fired on him and
stabbed him when he fell on the
street, witnesses sald. The gang
immediately fled the scene,

Locals sent him to Sadar
hospital wheye the doctors de-
clared him dead.

Boayding house
manager

murdered in city
By Staff Correspondent

Manager of a boarding house
in the city's East Hajipara un-
der Khilgaon thana was Killed
by a boarder and his girl friend
yesterday, J)ol!r:e and hospital

sources said.
Manager Jamsher Ali was

hit with a grinder stone at about
11:00 am when he allegedly
caught them in an objection-
able position, hospital sources

- said quoting some boarders.

Earlier, Jamsher had re-
quested the alleged killers not

SEC.

The axe on the brokerage
house came down following an
SEC Investigation lunched after
the brokerage firmn failed to set-
tle a deal involving purchase of
two lakh shares of Paper Pro-
cessing at Tk 205 each.

The brokerage house had
purchased the shares but fafled
to make the payment to the
Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE).

The SEC formed a three-
member committee to probe the
allegations and the committee
in its report said the brokerage
firm rented its online trading
facilities to Al-Madina in vio-
lation of the condition that the
certificate could not be sold,
donated or transferred for trad-
ing of securities. The investiga-

“tion also revealed that the firin

had rented the facility to Al-
Madina Securities as its sub-
agent on the basis of a commer-
cial deed,

“The commercial deed is
tantamount to de-facto transfer
of the registration certificate.”

Shabbir Ahmed, managing
partner, and Mohammad Ul-
lah, partner, of the firm later
said to the probe comimittee
that the DSE installed the
workstation at the office of Al-
Madina Securities in accor-
dance with the application of
the member, which the SEC
later found to be incorrect.

the online facility there,

He also showed a copy of the
application addressed to the |IT
director of DSE on September
25, 1999, sceking a new online
connection at 9/C Motijhee]
where Al-Madina Securities |s
located. The SEC officials had
also found the rented worksta-
tion at the same address.

However, market sources
sald that when the IT officials
of DSE went to install the on-
line facility they found that the
address was not of the member
and refused to do the job. The
broker later submitted a fresh
application Cllangintg the ad-
dress to 9/E instead of 9/C and a
new traders’ workstation (TWS)
was installed.

Mohammad Ullah denied to
have submitted any fresh appli-
cation, though:

Another accomplice
of Shikdar held

From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, May 24: Khulna
police arrested Kabir Hossain,
another accomplice of Ershad
Shikdar and chief body guard
of 'Jamai' Faruque today.
Kabir, 28, wanted in several
criminal cases was arrested
from railway colony area. He
returned from hiding few days
back to start reconstruction of

World Service and CNN. Bul | ¢ \,ce the boarding house for They also said although the the structures demolished

there were no pay channels | g, ., ynsocial activities. workstation was installed at police last year dusing drive |f

then, sources said Thev attacked Jamsher | the office of Al-Madina Securi- against Shikdar and his armed 8
Conscious quarters have when he went to their room ties it was in fact D[Jerated by cadres. : :)

long been pressing for intro -
duction of a satellite TV regula-
tion to control the satellite cul-
ture, which goes against the
country's culture in many re-
spect.

The proposed act will be
placed before the parliament
for endorsement to enact it, the
official said.

Presently, there are several
thousand cable operators in the
country engaged in the satellite
TV
annual turnover of about
100 crore.

Meanwhile,

See page 11 col 7
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A colourful procession was brought out in the city yesterday on the occasion of the birth
centenary of National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam.
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Downpour in
Ctg: Low-lying
areas flooded

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 24:
Heavy downpour in the port city
ing in the

Local Met Office recorded
309 mm rain fall in the past 24
hours ending at 3 pm today. It
also forecast more rains in the
next few days.

However, normal life was
paralysed in the port city be-
cause of heavy downpour that
continued till this afternoon.

Cargo handling at Chit-
tagong port was disrupted, but
movement of ships was -nor-
mal.

Sindh governor
resigns

KARACHI, May 24: The gov-
ernor of Pakistan's volatile
southern Sindh province re-
signed today, the official APP
news agency said, less than a
week after the murder of a
prominent Islamic scholar
sparked widespread violence,
reports Reuters.

Governor Azim Daudpota
was the first senior official ap-

pointed by military rulers after |

an October 12 coup to resign.

Daudpota cited personal rea-
sons for his decision to quit,
APP said.

His departure from office
comes in the wake of a pledge
from military ruler Pervez
Musharraf to stamp out sectar-
ian violence and get a grip on
law and order.
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clearance to try
Mahiuddin Chy

CHITTAGONG, May 24: The
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court today sought clearance
from the government for trial

of Mavor A lli M Maljiuddin
Chowdhury, who Is holding the

rank of a state minister, reports
UNB.

The Mayor and three em-
ployees of the Chittagong City
Corporation were accused in a
criminal case filed by city BNP
president Meer Mohammad
Nasiruddin last year for dump-
ing stinking garbage in front of
his house causing serious
health hazard.

The Incident took place on
October 24 last year and the
case was liled on October 26 the
same year in this connection

The Judge, M Ismalil Mia, in
an order asked the Home Min-
Istry for clearance of the gov-
ernment within 60 days. It said
the court could not admit the
case without the governmnent's
clearance.

i

)

Kader Siddiqui's
‘brother Murad
arrested

From Our Correspondent

TANGAIL, May 24: Police to-
day raided Kader Siddiqul's res-
idence here and arrested his
younger brother Murad Sid-
diqui.

Police said they arrested
Murad at around 10 am in con-
nection with a murder/case.

Bangladesh signs
Bio-safety
Prdtocol

Bangladesh signed Bio-
salety Protocol yesterday at the
Convention of Blological Di-
versity (CBD) In Nairobi, Kenya,
a message received in Dhaka
said, reports BSS.

Environment and Forest
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury signed the Bio-safety Pro-
tocol on behall of Bangladesh
in the convention at UNEP
headquarters in Nairobi.
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Y The Interational fast food chain: Guishan
LVETIA: Banan/, Dhanmondi

P Ii@kets availéble at:

®m BIG BITE: Hatirpul

® AMERICAN FRIED CHICKEN: Guishan
m BASKIN ROBBIN: Adjacent Shaheen college
m OASIS RESTAURANT: Balley Road

m MOVE N PICK: Gu/shan
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