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2 | Which country will host the

1 on his Test debut against

Ulf Kirsten

(German soccer star)

"I am 34, why should 1
change club? Leverkusen is my
life." 2

After extending his contract
with Bayer Leverkusen by 12
months recently. ;

MSI sports
HiZZ KID

Competition-130

/ Tick the Correct Answers
" Post to The ilg Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
May 26, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | Who replaced David Lloyd
as England cricket coach?

Fletcher Wooimer | Richardson

Euro 2004 Championship?
Porfugal Germany Spain
3 | WhichKiwibatsman hit214

West Indies? _

{ - Singlair Fleming Crowe.
4 | Which country won the four-|
q pnation football tourney in
o | Maldives?

| Silanka | Bangadesh India|

Who won the national chess
title this year?

Reefat Zia
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READER'S REACTION
Slip in BSS
report

I was sorry to read the sad
news of the death of Badi-Uz-
Zaman, Sports Editor of The
Daily Ittefaq. I offer my heart-

. felt condolence to the bereaved
Ly [amily.
*  But 1l was surprised to read in
the same BSS-creeded news
item where Zaman has been
. wrongly attributed the founder-
. editor of the fortnightly sports
F magazine Krirajagat, a publica-
tion of the National Sports
Council. As far as my associa-
tion with this magazine goes,
this magazine started regular
blication from 16 July. 1977
nanced by the then National
Sports Control Board (NSCB).

In fact, the entire setup and
planning for the magazine were
done by Tawfiq Aziz Khan, in
co-operation with Ata Mullick
and Kazi Shamsul Islam. Khan
was then working in the Dainik
Bangla Trust as General Man-
ager of The Dainik Bangla and

eekly Bichitra and was also
President of Bangladesh Krira
Lekhak Samity (BSWA),

He was the de facto editor of
the fortnightly and can rightly
claim to be the founder-editor,
if it has any special connota-
tion. The only reason his name

*  did not appear in the magazine
was because he thought it un-
€thical to publish his name
since he worked there as a vol-
unteer. His substantive ap-
intment was with the Dainik
. bangla Trust.
F S0, as editor of the magazine
. the name of Kazi Abdul Alim,
\ the renowned athlete of the
/ Ccountry, who was at that time
$ the Hony, Secretary of the
NSCB, was published. When
Kazi Allm left NSCB. Tawliq
Aziz Khan's name appeared in
the magazine as Hony. Editor.
He left the magazine in 1979,
Badi-Uz-Zaman. however.
worked as Hony. Editor of the
Mmagazine at a later stage.
write this letter for setting

the facts straight with malice to
; none
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Latifur Rahman
Bakshibazar
Dhaka
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UCB pledges its support

Bangladesh’s Test bid brightens

Bangladesh's bid
to ecome the
tenth Test playing
nation received a
big boost yester-
day when South
Africa gave its support.

One of the four countries
who opposed Bangladesh's plea
for Test status in ICC last year's
meeting, South Africa becomes
the second nation after Aus-
tralia to acknowledged
Bangladesh as the tenth Test
playing nation.

The unequivocal support of
the South Africans before the
ICC meeting at Lord's next
month means alimost a dream
come true for Bangladesh. The
cricket-crazy South Asfan na-
tion should win a minimum

seven of the nine full member
voles.

Proposed by Pakistan and by
India in 1997, Bangladesh won
five votes last year.

The refreshing news came in
a fjoint media release issued b
United Cricket Board of South
Africa (UCBSA) and Bangladesh
Cricket Board where Percy
Sonn. the acting president of

Sports Reporter

UCBSA announced that the ex-
ecutive committee of the
UCBSA has unanimously de-
clded to support Bangladesh's
nﬁplicatlun or full member-
ship of the International
Cricket Council (ICC) at the
June 24 meeting.

“At a meeting of the execu-
tive committee last Wednesday
(May 17), we declded that
Bangladesh’'s application is
consistent with the ICC's global
policy. Bangladesh has a strong
cricket culture and a passion
for the game at all Iew[s.“ sald
Sonn.

In the same statement, the
manalgmg director of UCBSA
Dr. All Bacher said that BCB
president Saber Hossain
Chowdhury had visited South
Africa recently and studied the
development pregramme there,

“Mr. Chowdhury has asked
to assist Bangladesh in develop-
ing the game there and we will
gladly assist them, particularly

at grassroots level,” said
Bacher.

Reactin% to the support
Bangladesh received from

South Alrica, Saber said, “The
support and assistance of

UCBSA represents an lmpor-
tant step forward for
Bangladesh cricket and I am
delighted with the news. BCB
looks forward to a close and
productive working relation-
ship with the United Cricket
Board of South Africa.”

“It's a big achlevement for
us. The lm[xurtaut thing is they
will not only support us in vot-
ing but also provide us with a
lot of support to develop cricket
in Bangladesh in future,” added
Saber while talking to the local
reporters yesterday.

Last year Baungladesh re-
ceived the backing of Pakistan,
India, Sri Lanka, West Indles
and Zimbabwe. Only Australia,
South Africa, England and New
Zealand votes against the pro-
posal.

“The process is still on to get
the support of New Zealand and
England. I toured New Zealand
recently in this regard and they
are vet to decide their mind. We
are also tr_wn%tn get the support
of England,” Saber revealed.

“I want the unanimous sup-
port from all nine members.”
quipped Saber.

ICC as

LONDON, May 23
(Internet report):
The International
Cricket Council
has asked the
News of the World
newspaper to hand over tapes in
which former Pakistan star
Salim Malik allegedly made
charges of match-fixing.

An ICC statement on Tues-
day said: "The ICC has asked its
lawvers to contact the News of
the World accepting the offer to
provide copies of tapes in their
possession allegedly implicat-
ing Salim Malik in match-fix-
ing.

gIf the tapes are given up, they
will be passed to the chairman
af the code of conduct commis-

sion, Lord Griffiths, pending

the appointment of the anti-
corruption investigation,

"It is anticipated that this
appointment will be made in
early June,” said the statement.

The News of the World news-
paper reported Malik as claim-
ing that Australia and Pakistan
were trying to throw a Test they
played in 1994.

The story prompted the Aus-
tralian Cricket Board to ap-
point a special investigator to
look into the claims.

But Malik hit back on Mon-
day afternoon. saying: "How
can a man already so embroiled
in false allegations come out
with things like that?”

Nonetheless, he postponed a
press conference to explain his
side of the story.

"I will come up with my side
of the story in the next four or
five days,” he said.

‘I am not going to be quiet,
but at the moment I can't say
anything more."

Malik had faxed a message
to the media offices saying that
he would be addressing the
press on Monday. It said that
Malik would clarify his posi-
tion nﬁp],_l rding the allegations
of match-fixing levelled against
him and which had appeared i
Monday's newspapers.

"I have been stopped by some
one from addressing any press
conference. Therefore, 1 have
decided to defer the same till
Friday (May 26). However, |
swear | am not involved in any
such matter”, Malik told jour-

nalists.

Malik neither gave the name
of "some one" nor explained as
to what he meant by the word
‘matter”! When pressed by the
journalists to tell them who
stopped him from a(ltlressin%
the press conference, Mali
replied: "You know very well!"

When the story broke on
Sunday, ACB chief executive
Malcolm Speed gave a measured
response.

"Before jumping to conclu-
sions, we must determine if the
comments are simply the idle
boasts of a man devoid of credi-

for Malik tapes

and pitch information to an In-
dian bookmmaker.

years earlier during a tour of

bility who Is seeking to impress
others. or if there is any evi-
dence to support his comments,"
he said.

"Assuming the newspaper
reports are accurate, the aJlega-
tions raised are very serious.

The ACB's tough line follows
criticism in 1998 when it failed
to ban Shane Warne and Mark
Waugh for supplying weather

The incident happened four
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Rain plays foul

MYMENSINGH, May 23: The
second semifinal match of the
I18th ANZ Grindlays Bank
Schools Cricket between BKSP
and Mymensingh Zila School
was abandoned due to rain to-
day, reports UNB.

The match was called off
when Mymensingh Zila School
scored 71 for two In 18.2 overs
in reply to BKSP's 132, Arman
and Babu were at the crease
with 27 and 13 runs respec-
tively.

Earlier, BKSP made 132 for
eight In curtailed 35 overs due
to delay start for rain. Kalfi
made 40 while Bashar added 16
and Rakibur unbeaten 15.
Sunny took two wickets.

JU b'ball
Economics dept's

19th 1n a row

From JU Correspondent

SAVAR, May 23: Departiment
of Economics clinched their
19th consecutive title in the Ja-
hangirnagar University inter-
department basketball cham-
plonship at the university
gymnasium today.

In the final, Economies out-
played Department of Geogra-
phy and Environmental Seci-
ence 105-59.

Rinku of Economics bagged
the highest 44 points while
Shiplu scored 30.

For Geography Rikul caged
30 points.

Rinku was adjudged player-
of-the-tournament by the JU
Players' Welfare Association.

JU VC Professor Abdul Bayes

distributed prizes after the fi-
nal.

Baishakhi, Pasia

earn double

Sports Reporter
Top seeds Dilip Pasia and

Shifat Nusrat Baishakhi com-
pleted a double in the National
Tennis Circuit
concluded at the National Ten-

Leg-2 which
nis Complex at Ramna yester-
day,

Pasia, who won the men’s
doubles title with Jhilan on
Monday, beat Amal Roy 6-4, 6-2
in the men’'s singles final to
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Former Pakistan cricket captain Salim Malik refuses to
talk to reporters at his Lahore home on May 22.

— Internet photo

BRIDGETOWN,
May 23: A day
which dawned
with such pros-
pects for exciting
cricket delivered
very little in the end when West
Indies and Pakistan played to a
draw Iin the second Test  at
Kensington Oval on Monday
here. reports AFP.

Pakistan's cautious batting
in the morning period and their
decision to declare their second
innings at 419 for nine about
ten minutes after lunch effec-
tively killed any prospects of an
exciting finish to the match.

Though West Indies as al-
ways made the heart skip a beat
when they declined to 41 for
three prior to tea, man-of-the-
match Wavel Hinds, 52, and
captain Jimmy Adams, 34 not
out, restored sanity with a 72-
run fourth-wicket stand to help
West Indles to safety at 132 for
four at the end,

Many people would have ex-
pected Pakistan to have taken
an astutely cavaller approach
to their t:attir:-F in the hope of
giving West Indies a challenging
victory larget.

They however, decided thal
discretion was the better part of
valour and batted thelr oppo-
nents out of the match.

Overnight 345 for seven, Ab-
dur Razzaq and Saqlain Mush-
taq defied the West Indiles
bowlers to carry Pakistan to
407 for seven at lunch,

Razzaq and Saglain could
only raise 18 runs from 16
overs In the first hour on Mon-
day, but took a few more
chances in the second hour
when they gathered 44 from 13
overs and Razzaq was able to
complete his second half-cen-
tury in as many matches in the
series

Neither side appeared to
want to give anything away.
Thnu\ﬁh Pakistan batted slowly,
the West Indies did not bowl
with the Kkind of heart that
could have or might have made
the difference and Razzaq and
Saqglain defended stoutly,

azzaq, who batted with a
runner for most of his innings
because of a thigh strain, was
eventually caught trying to
clear the long-on boundary to
become the last of fast bowler
Reon King's four wickets in the
third over after lunch.

Razzaq occupled the crease
for just under five hours, faced
204 balls and struck 10 bound-
aries In his 72 that followed his
knock of 87 in the rain-ruinec
first Test in Georgetown,

Next over, Saqlain, moving
inside the line of a full-pitch
from fast bowler Nixon
McLean, lost his off-stump to
prompt the Pakistan declara-
tion. -

Trying to make something
out of nothing, Pakistan's new-
ball palr of Wasim Akram and
Waqar Younls worked up a head
of steam to discomfort the West

Bridgetown Test drawn

Indies opening batsman, Sher-
win Campbell and Adrian Grif-
fith,

They succeeded in removing
both and leg-spin bowler Mush-
taq Ahmed prised out left-han-
der Shivnarine Chanderpaul to
leave West Indies 58 for three at
tea, before Hinds and Adams
played intelligently to save
their side any embarrassment.

Left-hander Griffith was ad-
judged Ibw for five to Waqar in
the fourth over of the innings,
and Campbell caught at gully by
substitute Shahid Afridi for
elght fending away a short-ball
from Akram in the following
over to leave West Indies 15 for
two,

For nearly 3/4 hour, Hinds
and Shivnarine Chanderpaul
repelled the opposition two fast
bowlers, but when the spin
twins, Saglain and Mushtaq
were Introduced, they were able
to ngply the pressure and make
the breakthrough,

Chanderpaul, dancing down
to loft Mushtaq over mid-off,
got into a tangle and Inslde
edged a flight delivery into his
pads and [mhlfully waltched the
rebound bubble up Into the
hands of Mohammad Wasim at
silly-point.

That brought an end to the
excitement, though there were a
few exciting strokes from
Adams and Hinds, who was top-
edged a cut at Mushtaq to give
wicketkeeper Moin Khan a reg-
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complete his double.
Baishakhi lifted the

3, 6-1 win over Shathi Sarkar.
She also won the women's dou-
bles final on Monday with
partner Avi.

Murad of BKSP won
boys' (under-13) singles title

tana lifted the girls’ crown.
State Minister for Environ-

and distributed prizes.

Bacher bats
first m mquiry

PARLIAMENT, May 23
(Internet report): United Cricket
Board managing director Ali
Bacher is expected to be the first
to give evidence when the King
commission of inquiry's public
hearings into allegations of
cricket match-fixing begin.

Replying to debate on his de-
partment's budget vote in the
National Council of Provinces
on Tuesday, Sport and Recre-
ation Minister Ngconde Balfour
said he had been informed that
Bacher would "open the batting"
before the commission.

The commission, based in
Cape Town, Is currently prepar-
ing to interview witnesses.

Last week, sports ministry
spokesman Graham Abrahams
said the public hearings of the
commission, headed by Judge
Edwin King, were expected to
begin around the end of this
month.

A great deal of investigation
had to be done before people ap-
peared in public and King was
confident that working in this
way would speed up the entire
pProcess.

The probe was set up after
Proteas captain Hansie Cronje
admitted taking payments from
an Indian bookmaker for in-
formation relating to cricket
matches,

Balfour told the NCOP that
those found by the commission
to have commmuitted offences in
terms ol South African crimi-
nal law would definitely be
charged.

He reiterated that the com-
mission’'s hearings would be
fully public.

It was hoped that the pro-
ceedings would clear up all alle-
gations and restore confidence

and flaith in South Africa's
sportsmen and women.

Obaidul in
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, May 23:
Banglmlesh Minister of State
for Youth, Sports and Cultural
Affairs Obaldul Quader arrived
here this evening on a two-day
visit to Pakistan, reports BSS.
Allmul Haque, Bangladesh
High Commissioner to Pak-
Istan, recelved the minister at
the alrport.

During his visit, Obaldul
Quader will have a meeting with
minister for Minorities, Cul-
ture, Touridm, Sports and
Youth Affairs, Darek Cyprian
and discuss matters related (o
cooperation between
Bangladesh and Pakistan in the

L development of cricket.

wWOoIm-
en’s singles title with an easy 6-

the

while his teammate Ishrat Sul-

ment and Forest HN Ashiqur
Rahman witnessed the finals

|
|

o Email: dssports @ bdonline.com

Chittagong vest-
erday became the
first team to reach
the final round of
the 21st Sher-e-
Bangla Cup
National Football Champion-
ship as zonal champlons,
reports UNB.

The 12-team final round in-
volving 10 zonal champions,
holders Dhaka Unlversity and
hosts Noakhali, will begin in
the first week of June.

The port district team Chit-
tagong clinched the zonal title
elimingting Laxmipur 2-0 in
the zonal final at the Noakhali
Stadium.

Pavel put Chittagong ahead
in the 25th minute while na-
tional team medio Motiur
Munna confirmed the winners'
victory adding one more goal in
the 4 1st minute,

Babu of Chittagong recelved
red card in the maich.

Deputy Commissioner of
Noakhali Abu Hanif witnessed
the matech and distributed
prizes among the players.

The other zonal final be-
tween Barisal and Bhola was
abandoned due to heavy down-
power at the Barguna Stadium.
The match will be held today at
3 pm at the same venue.

Ctg enter final round

Besides, Khulna and Pabna
advanced to the zonal finals.

At Bagerhat, Khulna earned
an emphatic 11-0 victory over
Magura with Babu and Rikto
grabbing hattricks.

Babu scored In the 19th,
42nd, 50th and 66th minutes,
Rikto netted in the 58th. 72nd
and 76th minutes, Hasan scored

Cash reward
for Fauzia

Fauzia Huda, who excelled In
eight-natien Karachi athletic
meet from May 20 to 22, will re-
cefve taka 50,000 as reward,
State Minister for Youth and
Sports Obaidul Quader stated
this in Karachi, according to a
message received here, reports
BSS.

Fauzia won the gold in the
100 meters sprint and the silver
ir. the long jump.

Quader also announced Taka
10,000 reward for Havildar
Eliasuddin of the Army for cap-
turing the bronze in the 5000
metres race,

Bangladesh, Iran,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal,
Bhutan, China and the Mal-

dives took part in the competi-
tion.

two in the 6th and 37th minutes
while Pranotosh netted twice in
the 75th and 85th minute,

Khulna will take on
Chuadanga in the zonal final
on Thursday.

At Dinajpur, Pabna were de-
clared 2-0 winners against
Thakurgaon as per bye-laws.

Pabna will play Dinajpur in
the zonal final on Thursday at
the Dinajpur Stadium.

In the day's other matches,

Rajshahi, Nilphamari, Nao-
gaon, Faridpur, Rangpur,
Comilla, Kishoreganj, Nars-

ingdi and Narayanganj won
their respective matcﬁcs at dif-
ferent venues across the coun-
try.

Rajshahi defeated Sirajgan
4-1, Nilphamari beat Natore 3-
and hosts Naogaon overcame
Galbandha 1-0 at Naogaon,
Faridpur beat Shariatpur 2-1 at
Gopalganj. Rangpur defeated
Kurigram 3-1 at Dinajpur,
Comilla beat Sunamganj 1-0 at
Moulvibazar, Kishoreganj beat
Mymensingh 1-0 at Jamalpur,
Narsingdi beat Manikganj 6-1
and Narayanganj outplayed
Brahmanbaria 7-1 at Nars-
ingdi.

The match between Jessore
and Madaripur ended in a goal-
less draw at Gopalganj Sta-
dium.
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Saurav happy with selection
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CALCUTTA, May 23: The
Indian captain, Saurav Gan-
guly, is already back in the city
after spend ing a couple of days
in Mumbal and Pune. And he is
quite happy with the team that
he has in hand for the Pepsi
Asia Cup starting a few days
from now. Talking about the
team Ganguly said, "It is our
best team at present. There are
quite a number of promising
cricketers In the side

"Coach Kapil Devihas also
been quite impressed -h}‘*wa
mang Badani. Even thé selee-
tors talked highly about him. I
have also heard that the condi-
tioning camp has been quite
successful,” said the left-han-
der.

Ganguly also feels that the
absence of the experienced pace
duo of Javagal Srinath and
Venkatesh Prasad, will not af-
fect the performance of his
team. It is rather a good oppor-
tunity for the youngsters to es-
tablish themselves. he ob-
served

“"One has to proye his abili-
ties at every given opportunity
and for the newcomers, the Asia

From Our Correspondent

Cup Is the perfect place to estab-
lish their credentials,” said

Ganguly
He also believes that the In-
dian team has every possibility
of winning the Pepsi Asia Cup.
Talking

on other teams.
-..‘.' _Ih_:-* gt s

SAURAV GANGULY

said, "Wasim Akram will not be
there. His absence will be felt
simply because he is a great
cricketer and can change the
complexion of any match

"1 have heard that even
Shoaib Akhtar is doubtful. If
that Is the case, then Pakistan
will not be at full strength.”

When asked to compare the
strength of Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, Ganguly said. “Both are

Pakistan in particular, Ganguly
equally strong, and it is diffi-
cult to comment on one-day
matches.” Ganguly promptly
took guards when asked how
could he expect to win the Asia
Cup since the Indians failed to
cross a total of 175 in the four
matches that it had played at
Sharjah. "That was an acci-
dent, and you can judge the In-
dian team by the basis of one
tournament. The matches at
Dhaka will prove that it will
not happen again.”

RU soccer

From RU Correspondent
RAJSHAHIL. May 23: De-
partmenj’ of History dand the
Department of Law 'moved into
the quarterfinals of the inter-
department football champi-
onship of Rajshahi University
vesterday
History blanked Botany 3-0
in the last match of the group
league at the University Sta-
dium. ‘
Earlier, Law were awarded a
walkover as their opponents --
Department of Philosophy
failed to turn up for the match.
The quarterfinal stage will
commence after sumimer

vacation which ends on June
29
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