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Proposed Haripur power plant

Contradictory evaluation threatens
credibility of bidding process

Contradictory evaluation of
bidders by the Power Develop-
ment Board (PPB) and the pro-
ject consultant, Mott MacDon-
ald, for construction of the
Haripur 109 MW power plant
has jeopardised credibility of
the bidding process, sources
sald.

A tender committee of PDB
recently technically qualified
one of the three bidders, which
was earlier disqualitied by Moti
MacDonald. It has also disqual-
ified the 'best bidder’, selected
by the consultant.

" The sources said PDB’s se-
lected bidder was backed by a
close relative of a top PDB ofli-
clal and the consultant's se-
lected bidder was backed by a
formner minister of the present
government. The consultant re-

rtedly had business relations
with the former minister

“In both selections, anybody
can raise the question of lair-
ness,” commented a source.

Sweden fdrmu]ating strategy

Star Report

“Besides, the whole process
looks like an arranged bidding
in which one or another
Japanese farm would partici-
pate and get the work.

A PDB official however de-
nied charges of “fixed bidding
and said it is a standard prac-
tice that Japanese companies
would participated in Japanese
funded projects.

PDB will open on June 3 the
offers of three Japanese power
companies bidding for the pro-
ect. These companies are Mit-
subishi, Mitsui-Kawasaki and
Marubeni.

PDB closed bidding for the
Japan financed powel project
in December last year. The
Japanese JBIC set some of the
technical criteria for selection.

MacDonald took several
months to evaluate the techni-
cal qualification of the three
companies. In March, it l_nhll
PDB that it found Mitsubishi
'‘qualified’, but Marubeni and
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to promote democracy

in Bangladesh

Sweden is formulating a neav
strategy for development coop-
eration with Bangladesh to
promote democracy and demo-
cratic culture, a Swedish minis-
ter said in Dhaka yesterday, re-
ports UNB.

Calling on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her ollice
Swedish Minister for Develop-
ment Cooperation, Migration
and Asylum Affairs Ms Maj-In-
ger Kiingvall sald she came here
as part of the initiative to lor-
mulate the strategy through
mutual interactions.

Klingvall suggested exchange
of parliamentarians between
the two countries for consoli-
dating the democratic culture
"Since you are dedicated to
democratic values, such ex-
chanees will bring good to the
two countries,” Klingvall said

The Swedish Minister ap-
preciated Bangladesh's pro-
grammes for poverty allevia-
tion and empowerment of
women

The Prime Minister said the

overnment had worked hard
or restoration of democracy
and people's rights to vote as all
elections in the past were rigged
and people had no right to exer-
cise their franchise freely

She pointed out that since
the parties in power previously
had no root in the mass=ss and

originated from the canton-
ment, they did not care flor
democracyv or democratic cul

ture

12th prosecution

witness in Rubel
Murder Case

cross-examined

By Court Correspondent

Ashrafuzzaman. the 12th
prosecution witness in the
Rubel Murder Case was Cross-
examined in the third addi
tional Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court, Dhaka yesterday

Judge Mollah Mostafa Ka-
mal adjourned the proceedings
of the case till today

Zaman said in his statement
that he watched Rubel being tor-
tured by the DB police on 23
July, 1998

He also said that the magis-
trate made inquest report in
front of him. The stick, used to
beat Rubel, was identified by
Ashrafuzzaman

Shamim Reza Rubel, 24, a
BBA student of the Independent
University was picked up by a
team of DB police from his Sid-
deswari residence on July 23,
1998 and was tortured to death
in DB custody the same day

The ten of the 14
chargesheeted accused, includ-
ing AC Akramn Hossain and
Mukuli Beguim were produced In
the court yesterday. The rest
four have been absconding
since the incident

\Jties

"We have made the parlia-
ment the focal point of all activ-
and introduced Prime
Minister's question time and
parliamentary standing com-
mittee system headed by MPs
instead of ministers to ensure
accountability and trans-
parency.

Referring to women's em-
powerment, she told the
Swedish Minister that her gov-
ernment had taken adequate
measures facilitating over
45,000 women to contest the
union parishad elections ol
whom 14,000 were elected

Officials said the Swedish
government has set ftive objec-
tives for development coopera-
tion with Bangladesh including
economic growth, sustainable
use of natural resources and
protection ol environmeinit

35 injured as
villagers clash
in Magura
From Our Correspondent
MAGURA, May 23: At least
35 people were injured ten ol
them seriously, in a clash be-
tween two rival groups of vil-
lagers at village Dairpol in
Sreepur upazila this moming

Police and local people said,
two rival groups — one led by
Akhtar Hossain and the other
by Boni Ismil — clashed over es-
tablishing supremacy in the
village.

Both the groups used iron
rods and sticks during the

clasn
The seriously injured, iden-

tified as Mohammad Ali, 35
Hasan 38 Shimul, 23.
Mashiur, 28. Shariful, 27,

Pappu, 30, Turan, 30, Suruj, 35,
Babu. 30 and Obaidul, 30 were
admitted to Magura Sadar Hos:
pital.

Four Shibir
activists
held 1n Ctg

CHITTAGONG, May 23: Four |

Shibir activists were arrested
by Chittagong Metropolitan
Police (CMP) during the past 24
hours ending at 6 pin today, re-
ports BSS

The Shibir activists are
Nazrul alias Enam. 26, Abul
Hossain alias Hussain, 29,
Shawkatul Alam, 28, and An-

war Hossain, 28, They were ar-
rested on charges ol terrorism,
hijacking, kidnapping, killing
and toll collection, police said

Cases have been filed against
them under the relevant sec-
tions

Other police stations of CMP

rounded up 27 miscreants on
various charges

Mitsui-Kawasaki non-respon-
sive’.

Later. PDB's Tender Com-
mittee- 1 ignurt"tl Mnt*[)mlmhl‘s
evaluation, went for Its own
evaluation and selected Mitsul-
Kawasakl.

Farlier. MacDonald's role
was questioned for Issuing a
‘take-over certificate’ to the site
developer for the Meghnaghat
power project on behalf of PDB
without its prior approval.

MacDonald's action had
triggered a severe rifl between
AES. the contractor lor the

Meghnaghat project and PDB
which had long been disagree-
ing over the quality ol the site
development work.

The Energy Ministry earlier
this month asked the PDB
whether any action was taken
against MacDonald for its ‘irre-
sponsible action’. Till now, no

*action has been taken against

it. the sources said.

Body recovered
from manpower
office 1n city
By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday recovered
body of an unidentified person
from the office of a manpower
recruiting agency in the
Dilkusha Commercial area yes-
terday afternoon.

Police could not be sure
whether it was a case of murder
or suicide. Body of the victim
was found hanging from a ceil-
ing fan of the oftice, witnesses
said.

None was present at the of-
fice when police recovered the
body, said police and witnesses
The main gate of the office was

closed from outside, police said.
The body was recovered at
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Leaders and workers of the four-party opposition alliance brought out a procession in the

city yesterday protesting "unilateral' appointment of M A Syed as CEC.

i

around 2 pm from the office on |

the ninth floor of Jiban Bima
Sadan, Motijheel police said

Rickshawpuller
/stabbed by
extortionists

dies at DMCH

By Staff Correspondent

Lebu Miah, 15,
stabbed by a gang of extortion-
ists at East Kazi Bari under
Kafrul police station on Mon-
day, succumbed to his injuries
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital yesterday.

The gang stabbed Lebu, a
rickshawpuller, when he de-

manded fare from three passen- |

gers, witnesses said.

In the FIR. two local hood-
lums — Rubel and Jashim —
have been accused ol stabbing
the victim, said Kafrul police.

Police could not arrest the
two till filing of this report last
night.

Purulia arms-drop
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Subid Al1 denies
iInvolvement

Maj General (Rtd) Subid Ali
Bhuiyan yesterday denied his
involvement in the Purulia
arms-dropping and demanded
publication of the CID investi-
gation report, reports UNB.

"The investigation report by
the Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) should be made
public as the image of thearmy
as well as the country is in-
volved,” he sald at a press con-
ference at Jatiyva Press Club.

Subid Ali Bhuivan, the then
PSO to former Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, came in the spot-
light when an Indian daily, The
Independent, reported In 1996
that the "end-user certificate”
for the "arms consignment” was
signed by Bhuiyan. Purulia is in
West Bengal.

The same report also said
that the end-user certificate
also could have been forged us-
ing fake signature and seal of
the general.

Referring to his duty as PSO
and the system of signing 'End
User Certificate’ Bhuiyan said a
vested quarter was hatching
conspliracy against him.

"All the papers which |
signed as PSO are preserved,” he
told newsmen

He said while CID officials
went to his office to talk to him
about the matter, "l required
some necessary papers but our
office did not supply.”

"Still 1 cannot realise the
motives of dilly-dallying in

Cl1D Investigation.”

Referring to a recent verdict
by the Indian high court about
the Purulla arms-drop case,
where the court sald
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Bangladesh had no Involve.
ment In the incident, Bhuiyan

sald a group was trying to im-

plicate hlm in the incident,
When asked whether he

would run in the next general

cer sald: "Of course | will con-

which party I will join."

I

serving the papers necessary for

elections, the retired army ofli-

test, but wait and see when and

1
who was |

— -
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Speakers at roundtable warn

Bangladesh's existing
friendly relationship with
India may be endangered due to
growing trade delicit, cantioned
speakers at a roundtable in the
city yesterday, says UNB.

Expressing apprehension
they said, "the growing deficit to
the disadvantage of Bangladesh
has been causing tension and
creating a feeling of distrust
among the people.”

Bangladesh-India Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(BICCI) organised the
roundtable on "Trade and In-
vestment” at a local hotel

A galaxy of business leaders
from hﬂlll the countries includ-
Ing experts, economists
academics took part in
roundtable

BICCI is a commmon platform
of the apex trade bodies of
Bangladesh and India — the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FBCCI) and the Federa-

and
the

tion of Indian Chambers ol
Commerce and Industry
(FICCI),

'‘Bangladesh can't sustain
the huge deficit for long. It is
causing a serious impact on
growth and employment.” Food
Minister Amir Hossain Amu
said while inaugurating the

meeting

He said it would be in the in-
terest of Indian economy to in-
crease imports from
Bangladesh and help growth of
Bangladesh for maintaining
high level of their exports.

"We must transforin the pre-
sent one-sided dependence on
India into a mutual dependence
to the advantage of both India
and Bmif,lmit?bh." he said.

Bangladesh's trade delicit
with India increased at an an-
nual rate of 33 per cent during
the period from 1990 to 1998.

Meanwhile, its imports from
India was growing at an annual
rate of over 30 per cent in 1990s
while its import remained
stagnant throughout or even
declined in real terms.

“It's not because that we don't
have products to export to In-
dia, but because our products do
not have access to Indian mar-
ket due to certain tariff and
non-tariff barriers,” said BICC]
chairman Abdul Awal Mintoo,
who is also the president of
FBCCI.

Speakers noted with dismay
the delay in allowing duty-free
access of the 25 Bangladeshi
items into India, which was
agreed npon more than a vear
ago. The Indian attitude has

Growing trade deficit may
endanger ties with India

frustrated the businessmen as
well as the people of
Bangladesh.

Mintoo further said the tar-
iff barriers have been reduced
or eliminated for as many as
2014 Bangladeshi products un-
der three rounds of SAPTA ne-
gotiation. But actual implemen-

tation at the ground level has
not yet taken place.

Besides, non-tariff barriers
like canalisation and rules of
origin are also obstructing ac-
cess of Bangladeshi products to
Indian market, he added.

To promote business with
India, the FBCCI chief said,
Bangladesh entrepreneurs need
to set up business offices, banks
and other service organisations
at important locations in India.
"But India doesn't allow them to
setup such offices or units,” he

regretted.
The BICCI chairman Mintoo
said Bangladeshi products

could not enter into the Indian
market for lack of infrastruc-
ture and service facilities at the
Indian side of the land ports
snch as access roads, bank
branches, customs offices etc.
“India should improve the
infrastructure facilities to fa-

See page 12 col R
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Muktijoddha Sangsad held a rally at the Central Shaheed Minar yesterday demanding

immediate execution of verdict in the Bangabandhu murder case.

—Star photo

Syed takes oath as CEC | FEsdemand

From page |
would seek Opposition co-oper-
ation in discharging my re-
sponsibilities neutrally.”

Asked whether he was going
to take steps to hold Upazila
Parishad elections, the CEC
said It would depend on the
preparation of the Commis-
sion.

The CEC went to the Election
Commission Secretariat at 2:30
pm and stayed there for about
two and a half hours.

He received briefing from his
colleagues on EC's on-going
projects including preparation
of a national electoral roll and
voters ID card. Feasibility of
holding Upazila polls also came
up for discussion but there was
no decision on the Issue,

The commissioners also
briefed him on a pending case
relating to the parliamentary
membership of Jativa Party
chiet H M Ershad, sources in the
EC Secretariat sald,

Top EC officials were present
during the discussion.

UNB adds: The officials in-
formed the new CEC that the
upazila election was already
over due, but the opposition
parties were {ll]\]{}h{*ll to any lo-
cal body polls belore the par-
lHamentary election.

Meeting sources said the new
CEC only listened to the Elec-

offi-
any

tion Commissioners and
clals but did not make
comiment.

As the ulmzll;i election Is due
since end of December, 1999 the
government has been pressing
the Election

hold the local body polls as
s0011 as possible,

"It will be a very crucilal issue
for the new CEC. Abu Hena did
not want to hold the election
without the Opposition,” said a
senior official at the EC Secre-
tariat preferring anonymity,

Election Commissioners
Abidur Rahman and Mustaque
Ahmed Chowdhury and Acting
Secretary M Shafiuddin were
present in the meeting.

"The EC Secretariat was al-
most lifeless since resignation
of Mohammad Abu Hena on
May 8. Now It Is refreshed,” said
an official after MA Syed ar-
rived at his office

LEC officials were seen rush-
ing to the chamber of the CEC
on the first floor of the EC Sec-
retarfat with files one after an-
other.

Earlier in the morning,
Syed, who was Chalrman of the
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission prior to his new as-
signment, went to the SEC of-
fice. He stayed there till 11:30
Ijm and z-.uld\ good-bye to his col-
vu#ut::..

, |

Commission to |

Execute verdict
in Bangabandhu

murder case

By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Sangsad (Freedom Fighters
Council) in a memorandum 1o
the deputy commissioner of
Dhaka yesterday demanded
immediate execution of the ver-
dict in the Bangabandhu mur-
der case,

It also demanded that the
killers of Bangabandhu be im-
medlately brought back to the
country. It threatened a vigor-
ous movement of the freedom
fighters if the trial is delayed
further.

Different units of the
Sangsad assembled at the
Kendriva (central) Shaheed Mi-
nar in the afternoon for a rally,
which was addressed among
others by political adviser lo
the prime minister Dr. S A
Malek, minister for Fisheries
and Livestock A S M Abdur Rab,
rincipal Abdur Ahad Chowd-
wry, Sultan Uddin Ahmed and
general secretary of Mukti-
fodhia Command Council Abdur
Rashid

Dr Malek said a certain
quarter was creating political

See page 12 col 8
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Primg Minister Sheikh
Hasina jyesterday criticised the
opposition's "dublous role” and
accused them of pursuing the

olitics of hypocrisy. reports
NB.

"While the government Is
trying hard to strengthen the
democratie process, the opposi-
tion partles are out to destroy it,
she sald at a meeting with the
chalrmen of parllamentar
standing committee at her of-
fice.

Sheikh Hasina sald the BNP
leader tells one thing In public
meeting but does another. There
iIs no consistency in her word
and action, she added.

After the 1991 election, she
sald, her Awamli League, as the
opposition party, took all ini-
tiatives for restoring demo-
cratic process and put pressure
on the government to restore

parliamentary system of
democracy.
The Prime Minister said

Awami League has established
parliamentary form of gov-
ernment as it was the party's
election pledge.

She said after the 1996 elec-
tion Awami League formed the
government and made Parlia-
ment the centre of all activities
for strengthening democracy
and ensuring accountability
and transparency.

For ensuring transparency,
the ruling party has made MPs
the chairmen of Parllamentary
Standing Committees instead
of ministers, she said, adding
under new system the activities
of different ministries are being
run properly.

Hasina said, "We wanted to
form a governunent on the basis
of consensus, but the opposition
did not cooperate.”

She said her government

Manju smells

’  mystery
By Staff Correspondent

Anwar Hossain Manju,
communications minister and
secretary general of a Jatiya
Party faction, believes there is a
mystery behind the political
parties’ failure to reach a con-
sensus on the appointment of
the new chief election commis-
sioner.

“The people have to unveil
the mystery as to why the par-
ties concermed could not reach a
consensus on the CEC issue, es-
pecially when the main con-
tenders wanted to choose a per-
son on the basis of discussion,”
Monju told the Daily Star while
giving his reaction to the ap-
pointment of the new CEC.
However, he refused to elabo-
rate,

“It is learnt that the presi-
dent has chosen one as CEC
from a list of candidates sug-
giesled by the prime minister. |
think all concerned will accept
the new CEC,” he said. "A con-
stitutional post such as'the one
of chief election commissioner
cannot remain vacant for in-
definite period.”

Replying to another query,
Manju said, “There is no bind-
ing that the next general elec-
tions has to be held under the
new chief election commis-
sioner.”

BCS Samonnay
C)Dmmittee’s rally
in city today
By Staff Correspondent

The BCS Samonnay Com-
mittee will hold a protest rally
at the auditorium of Engineers
Institution in the city at 5 pm
today demanding cancellation
of mass promotion at the Secre-
tariat and immediate imple-
mentation of their eight-point
demand.

All members of the 26 cadres
have been requested to attend
the rally, said a press release of
the cominittee yesterday.

Opposition playing a
dubious role: PM

wanted to give the post of
Deputy Speaker to tpl'?e opmt:‘]t.
tlon. "We even wanted to include
opposition members in the cah.
inet,” she added.

"GDP rate was over 5 pc g
last three years.," she said, '-
adding that the rate is o
to cross six per cent this year, -

She sald for massive Pro+ = 4
grammes In the agriculture
sector the country has got four
consecutive bumper crops and
there is a stock of 15 lakh tons
of foodgrains.

Turning to Infrastructure
development, she said during
the last two decades 4500 km
roads were constructed, while
the present government con-
structed 3500-km roads only in
three years.

She said with the open
Bangabandhu brldgtp; Eﬁ;
has been created to set up
based industries in the nortl.
ern region.

By growing more vegetables
and agricultural products in the
North Bengal the country can
export those to the European
markets, she sald and suggested
export of more frozen fish and
processed foods to EU markets,

The chairmen of the Par-
Hamentary Standing Commit-
tee congratulated the Prime .
Minister for appointing a Chief
Election Cominissioner an dis-
cussed various issues for fur-
ther strengthening of democ-
racy

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah. Prime Minister's Advi-
sor on Parliamentary Affairs
Suranjit Sengupta and chair-
mein of the standing committees
on different ministries attended

the meeting.
- - - .‘
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Industrialist
Nooruddin
Ahmed dead

Noted industrialist and for-
mer president of FBCCI, DCCI
and Dhaka Club Nooruddin
Ahmed died yesterday morning
at Cardio-hope Hospital at Ba-
nani in the city. He was 69, re-
ports BSS.

Ahmed was suffering from
various complications.

He left two sons, one daugh-
ter and a host of friends and
wellwishers in the business cir-
cle to moumn his death.

The namaz-e-janaza of
Nooruddin Ahmed was held af-
ter Asr prayers at Bananl
Mosque yesterday. He was
buried at Banani gravevard.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina vyesterday expressed
deep shock at the death of
Nooruddin Ahmed.

In a condolence message the
Prime Minister praised late
Nooruddin an amiable and
straight{forward personality. In
his death, the country suffered
an irreparable loss, she said.

The Prime Minister con-
veyed sympathy to the bereaved
family members and prayed for
the salvation of the departed
soul.

Late Nooruddin is elder
brother of Awami League Work-
ing Committee members Razi-
uddin Ahmed MP and eldest son
of opposition leader of the then
East Pakistan Provincial As-
sembly late Afsar Uddin

Ahmed.
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