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country judged in the con-
; text ot all indicators viz.
~per capita income (USS 386)
- GDP growth rate (5.5%), rate of
unemployment (24%), incidence
of absolute poverty (40%) and

- pumber of people living below

the poverty line (48% in rural
areas). Poverty, in the context
of Bangladesh, is usually de-
fined as the inability to attain a
minimal standard of living.
Failure to attain that standard
means the negation of required
calorie intake, nutritious food,
health care, educational oppor-
tunities, safe drinking water,
roper sanitation and shelter
to the vast multitude of people
with coansequent adverse effect
on their productivity, national
wth process and social equi-
brium. Based on the realisa-
tion that the nation cannot
reap the good harvest of devel-
opment efforts leaving large
number of people in the womb
of poverty, its alleviation has
been accepted as the core of
State Policy right from the in-
ception of the country as an -
dependent sovereign state.
Bangladesh is not only a
r but a populous country as
well. According to the census of
1991, the country is now inhab-
ited by more than 12 crore peo-
ple. WHO (World Health Organi-
sation) has estimated that 10
per cent of the country’s popula-
tion (i.e. 1 cr. 20 lac) is disabled.
Some local surveys suggest that

. as high as 14 per cent of those

surveyed are disabled. Even
within this 10 per cent, the
number of children and vouths
aged upto 16 years is about 60
lakh. Seventy per cent of the
disabled population is totally
illiterate. Annually an approx-
imate number of 2,.50,000 of the
disabled join the mainstream
of population. Every year about
30 thousand children aged less
than six vyears lose their eye
sight and hearing power due to
malnutrition and Vitamin ‘A’
deficiency. In other words,
about 100 children per day and
four per hour are falling victims
to this Kind of disability. About
10 lakh children in the same
age group (aged less than 6
years) are suffering from the
svinptoms of blindness due to
nutrition deficiency. Every
year, in Bangladesh. about
1. 80000 to 3.25.000 pregnant
woanen sutter from the disease
of pight bhhdness due 1o vila-
min A dehicieney. Apart from
these lactors. people also lall
victimms to dillerent Kinds of
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Poverty and Disability: The Case in Bangladesh

by Md Nurul Abedin

disabilities due to deformity at
birth, diseases, flood, cyclone,
tornado and rail/road/air accl-
dents.
From the above analysis, we
can come to the conclusion that
disability is caused by the in-
terplay of either natural or ac-
cidental or health factors.
Whatever may be the factors,
the fact remains that disability
is characterised both as a cause
and effect of poverty. There is
general belief that a disabled
person loses his/her working
ability and, as such, productiv-
ity. Because of this societal be-
lief. he/she is pushed aside the
mainstream ol productive ac-
tivities and. as a consequence,
remains in the realm of abject
poverty. The poverty does not
permit him/her to have access
to health care, nutritious tood,
education and training. Had not
the poverty prevented his/ her
access to these services, his/her
disability would have been
niitigated to a large extent.
There is, now-a-days, a growing
global realisation of the exis-
tence of an intrinsic relation-
ship between
poverty.
With this strong hypothesis,
the Impact Foundation,
Bangladesh (IFB) conducted a
survey in four thanas (sub-dis-
trict) of Chuadanga district in
April, 1997 to work out the
strategy for the implementa-
tion of "The Comprehensive
Primary Health Care Project
for Prevention and Care of
Avoidable Disability”. The sur-
vey established a strong rela-
tionship between poverty and
disability and between preven-
tion of disability and allevia-
tion of poverty. The survey has
brought out certain interesting
findings. Some of the findings
which are of interest to us are:-
(a) 61 per cent of the total dis-
abled persons are identi-
fied with O to 0.49 acres of
land-holding, taken as a
measure of the level of
poverty.

(b) 20 per cent of the total dis-
ahled persons are located
in houscholds with 0.50

o 2.99 acres of land. Thus
as the amount of land-

holding increases, the
rate of disability de-
creases.

(c) 19 per cent of the total dis-
abled persons are located
in households with 3 and
above acres of land-hold-

ing.

The above [indings reveal an

disability and .

Nobel laureate Amartya Sen has defined poverty as “capability failure”

in a given socio-

economic structure. We cannot, hopelessly and helplessly, watch the capability failure of
the disabled persons. We must swing into action to arrest their capability failure by
arranging required training for them, organising them as coherent group and
providing them with necessary capital.

inverse relationship between
the source of Income (land-
holding in this particular case)
and disability. As the source of
income increases, disability de-
creases. When the source of in-
come decreases, disability in-
creases. Decrease in the sources
of Income means loss of pur-
chasing power. This phe-
nomenon negates a person s ac-
cess to better health care, educa-
tion, shelter, nutritious food
ete. Faced with the denial of
such social security, a person
tends to become morbid, mo-
rose, melancholy, mentally-de-
pressed and physically uncared
for which, In turn, accentuate
his/her disability.

Disability syndrome {s fur-
ther aggravated by social taboo.
Our society still does not accept
a naturally born disabled baby
with the samme amount of fan-
fare as it does in case of the
birth of a normal baby. Concern
appears to be writ large on the
faces of parents and other near
relations., From the very mo-
ment of such baby's arrival in
this world, he or she is consid-
ered to be a liability rather than
an asset. Seldom we realise that
such a baby has no control over
his/her birth. Rather the cal-
lousness of the parents is to be
blamed. Had the proper health
care and nutritional needs of
would-be mother been taken
during the period of her preg-
nancy, the fate of new-born dis-
abled baby would have been
different and he or she would
have appeared in this planet
like other normal human ba-
bies. This observation also
holds good in case of accidents.
Accidents are not the own-mak-
ing of the disabled persons.
Normal and able persons fall
victims to accidents much
against their will and as such.,
become disabled due to the fol-
lies of others — persons and
agencies alike. Why should such
a person suffer in perpetuity for
a happening which is not his or
her own creation? Has not the
society, the state and the hu-
manity at large anything to do
to wipe out their suffering and
rehabilitate them as normal

human beings in God's uni-
verse?
The answer to this question
Is an emphatic 'Yes'. The
panacea lies in their rehabilita-
tion in soclety as productive
force. Realisation should be all-
around that they are not only
the consumers but the produc-
ers as well, Consumers simply
take away from the productive
process but the producers add to
it and thereby contribute to the
growth of societal wealth. Part
of the society as they are, they
also grow as the soclety grows —
thereby alleviating thelr
overty. But the big question Is
10w to transform the disabled
persons into productive forces
of the soclety? The simple an-
swer is "by way of human re-
sources development” (HRD).
Not less than 50 NGOs and dif-
lerent government agencles are
- varking for rendering ser-
1o the disabled includin
tonng for the development o
their latent faculties. Notable
among them are Speclal Educa-
tion Centre at Mirpur, Centre
for the Rehabilitation of Physi-
cally Handicapped (CRPH) at
Savar and Emploviment and

Rehabilitation Centre for Phys-
ically Handicapped (ERCPH) at

Tongi with the attachment ol
"Moitry" Industry. Different
disability-related societies and
also their federation NFOWD
(National Forum of Organisa-
tions Working with the Dlis-
abled) are also conducting
training programmes for the
disabled from time to time
Three programmes — Rural So-
cial Services (RSS), Rural
Mothers' Club (RMC) and Urban
Community Development
(UCD) — are now under imple-
mentation by the Directorate of
Social Services (DSS) These
have poverty alleviation conno-
tations (income generation and
employment creation) for their
beneficlaries.

New strategy such as CBR —
Community-based Rehabilita-
tion — is also picking up mo-
mentum for induction of PWDs
(people with disabilitics) in the
mainstream progranmes ol
health, education, rural and

iribal development, urban
poverty alleviation and so on to
cnable them to lead a life with
dignity without getting disinte-
grated from the families and
communities. The Dhaka Dec-
laration made at the conclusion
of the Second South Asfan
Conference of the CBR network
held in Dhaka from 3 to 6 De-
cember, 1997 urged the govern-
ment and non-government at-
thorities of South Asian coun-
ries to develop access of all
people with disabilities to basic
rehabilitation services by the
yvear 2010. GOB has also made
increased allocation for social
welfare sector over the plan pe-
riods — starting from the first
five-year plan [%3?3-?8] up to
5th five-year plan (1997-2002).

What is the impact of all
these arrangements on the dis-
abled? Has there been any im-
pact study by any authority? At
least, 1 am not aware of. But |
am very much concerned at the
nm(i,nlludv of the problem as is
evident from the statistical
{)Gi‘kt't book for 1998 published
)y Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS). It has shown
that 11.98 persons say 12 per-
sons per thousand people in
Bangladesh suffer from one
kind of disability or the other
and are subject to abject
poverty. We cannot expect
peace, social justice and devel-
opment in the country leaving
this vast multitude of people
under the shades of poverty.
Work plans for the alleviation
of their poverty are to be
chalked out for implementa-
tion by the public and private
sectors alike. The plan should
encompass the following ac-
tHons:

i) PWDS should be brought
within the fold of micro-credit
provided by the banking systemn
and NGOs. NFOWD should pre-
pare projects and present the
same to the Employment Bank
for financing the lprnposed eco-
nomic activities of PWDS. NGOs
should also be propelled to pro-
vide micro-credit to the PWDS.
During the tenure of my office
as MD, PKSF, I have noticed the
inertia among the NGOs to ad-
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[s the Government Really Serious about Disability Legislation?

Remembering the Work of
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WO weeks agd'on 8 May."
which is. incidentally,

World Red Cross and Red
Crescent Day, 1 received the
news that at a meeting of the
cabinet of the Bangladesh Gov-
ernment. the “Draft’ legislation
concerned with people with dis-
abilities in Bangladesh had
been approved and it will now
go to the Law Ministry for
scrutiny and then to the
Bangladesh Parliament to be
passed into the statutes of the
nation.

Madhab was one of my many
friends with disabilities who
assisted me in putting together
the first draft of this proposed
legislation, before | handed it
over to the Ministry of Social
Welfare at the beginning of
1992. It is very sad that the
rights of people with disabili-
ties in Bangladesh have not yet
been given serious considera-
tion. It is unforgivable that
eight years have elapsed since
Madhab assisted me and others
in drafting this legislation as
well as the National Disability
Policy, and still it is not law. As

a tribute to the life and work of

Madhab. | sincerely hope that
the law will be passed by Par-
llament before the first an-
niversary of Madhab's death at
the end of December 2000.
There are many reasons to
remember Madhab and the con-
tribution he has made to CRP
and to people with disabilitics
as a whole in Bangladesh. He

has mspired many people with
and without disabilities who
came into his life. Madhab was
a part of Centre for the Rehabil-
itation of the Paralysed (CRP)
from its beginning, and it was
inn Dhanmondi where 1 first met
him nearly twenty years ago.
Valerie Taylor, the founder, had
encouraged Madhab to try out
painting and when | met him,
he had already produced a
number of greetings cards.
Madhab will be remembered by
many for the beautiful paint-
ings which captured his child-
hood memories of life near the
rivers in Munshiganj, where
his father was an artisan of
brass, bronze and copper uten-
sils and artifacts.

Madhab was a good athlete
before his accident — a fall from
a mango tree — at the age of 15,
but looking back he often told

me that his life had been en-
riched because of his accident

and that is why he used to cele-
brate the anniversary of his ac-
cident, 17 March. and not that
of his birthday. He used to say
that he had met so many won-
derful people who had become
his friends, found a job where
he could help and inspire others
and, for which we all remember
him, found the gift of painting.
And as | write these words in
my apartment in Banani in
Dhaka, I look around my living
room and see the different types
of scenes which Madhab
painted. He covered a wide

‘canvas’ of life, from the tradi-
tional colourful country sailing
boats and palm trees to more
abstract thoughtful black and
white creations. On my wall is
also the poster advertising the
British Council exhibition of
his paintings which was held in
May 1990, an exhibition which
gave him both satisfaction and
confidence,

There is a story behind the
exhibition. In late 1989, | lost
my temper with Madhab, and
just before I left Bangladesh for
a three-week holiday, I said to
him, “I do not believe you can
really paint. You are lazy, Mad-
hab; people say you can paint,
but I am beginning to have my
doubts. I have arranged an ex-
hibition for you next yvear and
vou have nothing ready to ex-
hibit. I will have to cancel it on
my return.” Unknown to me,
while | was away, he took leave
from his work at CRP and
painted every day and some of
the nights. He was stung into ac-
tion. The work of those three
weeks was the basis for the ex-
hibition in 1990.

Madhab had no sensation or
muscle power below his shoul-
ders. | suggested in 1990 that he
could try the computer
‘MacPaint’ programme on my
office computer near Zigatola.
Painting he would do lying face
down on his bed and using neck
and shoulder muscles to move a
brush fixed in a hand splint.
How could he use a computer

! [

I g "B : i
nouse i1 a sitting position?
Some people told me | was crazy
to try it for Madhab. He will be
so disappointed, they said. Now,
Madhab painted with his right
hand/arm, but using the com-
puter in a sitting position. we
found that he could exert more
pressure with liis lelt palm on
the ‘mouse and so he started.
He made a few amazing draw-
ings which proved everyone
wrong. One Friday, I went to
CRP — it was still at Farm Gate
— and said to Madhab, "I have
no vehicle this week, let's post-
pone the computer date.” "No”,
he replied, "I am ready and I
have some ideas; if you have no
problem, let’'s walk there.” And
we did.

His enthusiasm was huge,
both for himself and for others.
However. as many people know,
Madhab was much more than a
sensitive painter. He was, as |
know, at the centre of most of
CRP’s activities and his wise
counsel and advice was sought
by many people, colleagues, pa-
tients and friends. He was
hardworking and sincere and
over the years won great respect
from colleagues within and
outside CRP. He inspired others
and that is how, as a Counsel-
lor, he could convince others,
who had less serious disabili-
ties than he, that they could
achieve things in their lives.
Through his life and his work,
he has showed that people with
severe disabilities can be as nse-
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ful and productive'as anyone,
and in his case, he was passion-
ately committed to assisting
those people struggling to re-
build their lives after an acci-
dent or illness.

And there is another aspect
of Madhab's life to consider
Because of his accident, he had
not been able to continue his
formal education. From the last
century, | believe, blind persons
have been able to use ‘writers’ of
their own to help them com-
plete exains. Madhab could not
write easily himself so he ap-
plied for a writer. After CRP ap-
proached the Chairman of the
Dhaka Board of Education in
1987, Madhab was granted
permission to sit for his SSC
examinations with the help of a
‘writer . Another hurdle over-
come, another battle won

Madhab’s paintings in my
flat and the many photos that
exist of him in action, and his
many wise words which still
echo in my head and the heads
of others, will inspire much
more work in the future. Al-
ready, others at CRP are taking
on the work which Madhab
used to do and in doing so be-
come inspired, but they miss
those searching eyes which used
to check, in minute detail, their
work.

He was a very good cook
too. which few would realise,
and in the old, old days he
would organise dinners in my
Dhanmondi flat. Madhab used
to love going shopping for daily
groceries and necessities and
became a favourite figure in a
number of local markets. His
cooking prowess could perhaps
be written about on some other
occasion. We could collect a
recipe book of “"Madhab’s
Favourites”. Madhab is re-
membered in a full length fea-
ture film, ‘Bihongo’, directed by
Abdullah Al-Mamun, which
will be released in Bangladesh
and U.K. later this vear. The
film. which, {t is hoped, will do
much to change the general pub-
lle's attitudes towards people
with disabilities, is dedicated to
the memory of Madhab. | sug-
gest that the Members of Par-
llament be given a private
showing of the film at which
time they can make the com-
mitment to quickly enact the
very important legislation re-
cently agreed by the Cabinet,

Doing this will be another
way to remember Madhab
Chandra Kangsa Banik and his
life's work.

The writer works for the
International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societiex, and is currenily
based in Dhaka. '

vance such credits to the PWDS
for fear of its non-refund by
PWDS because of the alleged
lack of thelr working abilities.
This myth of the NGOs is to be
broken by vigorous advocacy
works to be undertaken by
MOSW, DSS and NFOWD. PWDS
are also to be organised under
the umbrella of co-operatives.
There are co-operatives of the
yeasants and even of the asset-
ess. Why cannot there be co-op-
eratives of the disabled? Min-
istry of Social Welfare (MOSW)
should take the initiative for
the purpose In consultation
with the Rural Development
and Co-operative Division.
Many a(;;,encits including
Bangladesh Rural Development
Board (BRDB) will then come
forward to provide the finance.
There is usually no dearth of
capital for a disciplined crgan-
ised pgroup.
i) The concept ol SAARC
: sable as. bee)
:t;lgz,lrléjed“iln ﬂ;; tll"ujf!'uf{'}“l SAARC
Sumimit held in Colombo and
found place in its declaration.
Now the Ministry of Social Wel-
fare, through the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, should urge
upon the SAARC Secretariat at
Kathmandu to initiate neces-

sary action for the forinal cre-
atlon of the fund and its adniin-
istration,

i) All necessary measures
need to be taken, without fur-
ther loss of time, for the consti-
tution of National Foundation
For Development of the Dis-
abled” Persons (NFDDP) and
utilisation of Tk. 15 crore ear-
marked Iin the current year's
budget for the welfare of the
disabled.

iv) Draft laws now under
consideration in the Ministry
of Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Alfairs, should be given
fair shape without further delay
to protect the rights of the dis-
abled as enshrined in our con-
stitution for all citizens.

v) Quotas, should be reserved
for the disabled in the service of
the Republic in line with quotas
reserved for other groups.

vi) It should be made manda-
lory for the indus-
tries/factories, if necessary by
legal means. to provide suitable
jobs to the disabled in such es-
tablishments. Ministry of So-
clal Welfare should take the ini-
tiative in holding talks in this
respect with Ministry of Labour
and Employment, FBCCI and
Employers' Association of
Bangladesh.

vil) Social security for the
disabled should be there for
thelr movement by whatever
mode of transport they prefer as
well as in all public places in-
cluding the places of their work

This is, by no mieans. an ex-
haustive list. The list can be en-
riched by biduction ol more
points. | will say only this

much in the conclusion that
disabled persons are integral
part ol a civilised society and as
such their latent potentials are
to be harnessed for the devel-
opment of the country. They
can be turned into assets of the
country if Fruper atmosphere
congenial for their contribu-
tion to the development process
can be created. Economists
have defined poverty in differ-
ent ways. | think the definition
given by Prof. Amartya Sen, the
noble laureate, Is quite relevant
so far as the disabled persons
are concerned. He has defined
poverty as “capablility fallure”
in a given soclo-economic
structure. We cannot, hope-
lessly and helplessly, watch the
capability failure of the dis-
abled persons. We must swing
into action to arrest their capa-
bility fallure by arranging re-
quired training for then, organ-
Ising them as coherent group
and providing them with neces-
sary capital. As a bird cannot
fly with one of its wing closed so
also a nation cannot fly in the
realm of prosperity leaving a
large chunk of its population in
shambles of poverty. It is to be
borne in mind that a hungry
man {s an angry man too. Un-
less his hunger Is satisfied,
words of morality will simply
be turned a deaf ear to and he is
likely to indulge in subversive
activities to eke out his living
and thereby threatening the so-
cial equilibrium. '

I'he writer Is a former Secre-
tary to the Government of
Bangladesh.

f"
T

’ ;?/gf’.r}-
8 Rl

--------------

P LA

e
%

i N

www.

':";?H:Q " t‘"‘j

T A B G A A R A
S, P " # ¥
e P
L
R
) o 1 -.‘.- r ¥ w

i i A M
P et S
ey, o A

affodil Corporate Event
On 24th May 2000

Fa e
Y *
ale e

n Hotel, Dhaka |

e
B
P

i’

g

it

e P o f
_f.- (e s =
F e L R
',»"'" - RE

Sy s &

A # 7

F A,

.....

~. Computers

s - - oy P ; . W— N A £ e -
0y, P& Ay 2 JTE-HIAgH I ST N TOHA F8 < g : 29 T
Tefaw ofaa T 7=
e lE b
- e T T -
o=. 97N wim 9 "-E"'! : » dooG.0 F ISR EE T =&
= - — _ P —— —— il - p—— T -e—
0O, HAEFS 33 b A9 5% &8¢.00 (DTS ArEq s URE T T0¢ 9T 1% e = T
. ZTafTe ,ob GE¢.ak
e =Ty Q2 S 0% TR ETEIR TR Tl rereal & @ SRET TR (L (A S0 e h
Cﬂ:. L 1% *'-H; 1 B = e ‘li S = .8 - = || st o = L T
R T D FTUH/ (-F61 R NG FATER FTES SMT T3 &WR IS T5L
W"' Tﬂ'i i'1 W .""":' - e e T T — - _T""_'_‘ o
og. k |-"‘.-I.a..1|.'w- : A Rfrf*3¢*'1£5 e ZIEE» SE-3E-F° - _1:‘ . L I . i - - o

e oY WS 3R e

ob, FETTI9 HANY & AT +) 49 _‘T}a :}u--*u, E:_-"-_"__E' A (3dha-200C
o) E‘ﬁ:n{? ;—nr"':,.—: AR T T &0 6 T 7=Ten g Taete

=

M) @ R STEM T1E TZ0E TIRE TSR Hawl
¥ 333b-300) T T T RO FREE
B "E‘.ﬂ UL 2aa P A TAY el

'-'i.:l-"‘.'-ﬂ._"'-"l - - T e —
2= SN e ST

04, T FTATR TITA! 2

B) ¥¥ X =
e T3 8 131 o FR%) S

assigning any reason

DFP-12073-16/5
G-966

ob. Fav witm Ao TR e | @rem=r Sematne somll o/oe/ 3 e T 22T #y wfn T eI STo
HaN 3 PR N Fahiee Tipm = A TieE 3 SIS TN

» AR o, Ehhe, Iy, @E-)y, G¥-o, T8 (& OeS, B

* o s, CTER, CTATGIR, o- ¥R WA, 5T

* frvra fasm . v s Gl By, o S T, TR,

* R feom, T, I3 A (e ), T RS, 5T

* fioima fasm, e T asfs Er-A BfEds, Joe, 38 ~oem I SRS, TeT= TR, 519

* fiom fesm, Ivmefe ogfes @ @R BiRds, Sm e, o3, I T TR S5, TS

AR, TR

* fioma s, e U™ s R Tds, o @rs, R

* i fasm, wremam T B as & Fdw A, sy, S

* foma e, Bend o s g, feen, &t
oN. VRSN A% I CAPT 1y | Smfe THRTGRTS V8/ 0t/ 10008t (I 33,00 YDA W FIWTEl/ SRR SWYEE (VR (3 W)
§ AN} 1% IO E o 13

Vo, fadfign T @R TRY WG TFEETE F30 R TN @ TR 7@ IS FIAR FIE 79T ¥
fEhi"sm™-vo/ 000 e-81
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Jute
Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka
]
Re-Tender Notice
No 16/97 (5th time)

No MJ/S-8/BJC S-114/Tender-16/97/106 ated. 11-5-2000

Tenders are hereby invited by the undersigned for sale of abolished BJC's property of the undermentioned group
on as it is where it is basis. Tender schedule and terms & conditions should be purchased from BJC Head Office
(Adamjee Court Annex Building-2, 119-120 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka) against BD/Pay Order/ Bank Draft for Tk 100
(one hundred) only (non-refundable) from any scheduled bank in favour of Secretary, Ministry of Jute by 4-6-2000
The amount of property given in the tender may be more/less. Earnest money at the rate 2.5% through Pay
Order/Bank Draft should be submitted with the tender as per terms & conditions of schedule. |f any tenderers want
to submit tender as a company then list of their names with amount of property mentioned against each shouid be
submitted with the tender, otherwise tender will not be acceptable. Purchaser of property shall have to pay income
tax at the rate 3% of the sale price as per Income Tax Act at the time of paying the price of property

Tenders will be received in tender box kept at the Ministry of Jute, Bangladesh Secretariat (Building No 6, Room
Nos 708 & 710) up to 2-30 PM of 5-6-2000. The tenders received will be opened on the same day at 3-00 PM in
presence (if any) of the tenderers. The authonity reserves the right to reject/accept tenders in part or whole without

Description of property |
Gr Name & address/description of premises Mouza Khatian No Dag No Amount of land
5 | Land 'inctuding' 2 guams. kutcha press & office | Shitalakkhya 108 427, 428, 441 0.57 acres
- building of abolished BJC's Messrs Universal Jute
| Traders at Narayanganj, as it is where it is valuation
rate — Tk 25,89,266.25 _ |
Md Ali Akbar

Senior Assistant Secretary
Ministry of Jute
&
Member Secretary
Abolished BJC's Property
Sale Committee
Phone: 8610379 J
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