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ontemporary Bengralil Arts

Professor Henry Glassie discusses on “The dilemma of the modern for the traditional artists in Bangladesh”

By Saima Islam

: HE Library Hall of the
Centre for Study of Bengal

Art (ICSBA) was filled
with listeners on the pleasant
afternoon of May 19. Protessor
Henry Glassie of the Indiana
University Bloomington, USA
talked on "The dilemma of the
modern for the traditional
artists in Bangla-desh™ on the
19th seminar of the Centre.

Dr. Glassie the author of "Art
and Life in Bangladesh' has
been working in Bangladesh
since 1987. "I write,” he says.
“to introduce you to the people
of Bangladesh through their art
and to use their art to exemplily
the study of creativity in its
own contexts as part of a gen-
eral inquiries in to the human
condition”

Dr. Glassie
Bangladesh many times and
had the opportunity to work
very closely with the potters.

has visited

said. “All art is traditional”
According to the Professor, all
the artists from all over the
world has the same creative
urge, which inspires them to
create and which reflects their
traditional background. To him
the potters of the Kazl Para re-
flect as much tradition as

Michael Angelo or an artist ol
New York. He cited the example
of Haripada Pal, a potter, as one
of the greatest artist in the
world who could earn up to 75
thousand dollars a vear if he

lived in USA. The economic, ge-
ographical, academic or any
such factors do not really mat-
ter because an artist Is an artist
despite everything.

Haripada Pal creates his
pieces out of love for his art. His
energy transcends (n to his
works and a new Harlpada Pal
is born through his works. Pal's
works show a beautiful fusion
of the spiritual with creativity,
Dr. Glassie says, "In that mo-
ment of creation all the artists
are one .

But with the changing time,
materialism has spread its In-

- lluence on art and the artists.

some of which are good and
some are bad. According to the
Professor, modern art is done
out of greed not out of love, The
artists end up making things
for money.

He remembered a village
where potters used to make wa-
ter pots, ‘Kolshi’ but with time
they switched to making flow-
erpots, ‘Phooler Tob'. Dr,
Glassie sald that he has noticed
how the whole village bore the
depressed overtone of this ma-
terfalistic change: the men did
not seem to find pleasure in
their jobs anymore and left the
task to the women. This, to him
Is the simple story of death of
art In a caplitalistic system.

How can a pretty woman in
sarl, living in Bangladeshi vil-
lage compete with ‘Globa-

buy an NGO for 300 dollars and
the maker only received 25
dollars for it. These example
shows, capitalisin works well
than NGOs.

Dr. Glassie recorded two
Kinds of changes brought up by
capltalism, one that encourages
the artists and one that de-
stroys the art and the artists for
money.

Another aspect of the mod-
ern art is Its absence of God; the
reality of life takes the upper
hand to the spiritual expres-
sion. In this regard the Profes-
sor sald, "The most rich, pro-
found and dedicated art Is the
religious art, be it Hindu or
Muslim”. Dr. Glassie ended his
discussion remembering Babu
Lal of Shimulia and Paru Be-
gum of Fenl. He took a hectic
journey to Shimulia to see Babu
Lal and his sculpted figure of
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Extravaganza |
the High Commission of

India will be presenting
‘Bangla Gaan' from May 27
to 29, 2000 at the Indian
Cultural Center auditorium
at 754 Satmasjid Road. The
programme will start on
May 27 with Rabindra
Sangeet by Mita Haq
followed by Folk songs by
Farida Parveen. On 2B8th
May, there will be Rabindra
Sangeet by Sharna Rahman
and Nazrul Geetl by Nashid
Kamal Waiz. The
programme will conclude on
29th may with Rabindra
Sangeet by Rezwana Chowd-
hury '‘Banya’ followed by
Nazrul Geeti & Kirtan by
Nilofer Yasmin.

The programme will start
at 6:30 pm everyday and will
be held at 754 Satinasjit
Road auditorium.

French Musical
Night

Alllance Francalse e
Dhaka will be organising
a 'French Musical
Evening' dedicated to the
famous French composer
of classical music Claude
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‘ ; weavers and many such artists lisation? Consumers do not ‘Radha and Krisna'. To the Pro- Debessy on Saturday,
t 3 scattered all over Bangladesh want to buy clay kolshis in- fegsor. “This artistic plece has May 27 at 7.00 pm. Theze
;. ] His work has taken him to the stead _l”“'-f*' want'w buy flower-  nade the world bigger and bet- will also be visual dispiay
b | distant villages of Feni, Savar pots. "My 13 years of research * ter* He went to see Paru Begum of French classical miusg
and many more so, when he in Bangladesh showed me tl’l“ﬂl who makes prayer mats, “The over the century. !
speaks on art of Bangladesh he capitalism Kkills useful crafts”. simple geometric patterns, the J
Speak5 from his first hand ex- But there is a whole different f'"('l(.lﬁhlg squares made the :
0 perience angle to this story as well. The * prayer mat a wonderful piece of |
' 4 Dr. Enamul Haque, Chair- wealthy consumers like to col-  5pt and all my trips and my 13 ;
! man and Academic Director of lect and display. Here comes the vears of hard work in |
! the Centre began the discussion exquisite piece of art like, Jam- Bangladesh was worth while v’ |
' by welcoming everyone. He dani. The jamdani makers of hecause of these two brilliant rds e, 1
\ said. ~“Over the vyears Hllllpathil depend on the their rich pleces of art™, i e |
| Bangladesh has gained a repu- clientele. il £ PUEY S pu L |
£ [3”(51 as a rural country. But If the artists do their own Dr. Henry Glassie is a pro- f
the concept is changing very trades they get a good bargain  fessor of Folklore and Co-ordi- Glassie has received many ‘Pattern in the Material Folk
fast as communication has im- the problems arises when the  nator or Turkish Studies at In- awards for his work, including Culture of Eastern United
proved a great deal. Our coun- ullicldlwuen are involved. Some- djana University, USA. He has the Chicago Folklore prize and States’, 'Folk Housing in Mid-
tryside is being exposed to times the NGOs play the part of been a Guggenheim Fellow and the Award for Superior Service  dle Virginia', ‘All Silver and No
many western-developing or- the middlemen. These middle- a fellow of the National Hu- from the ministry of Culture of Brass', 'Passing The Time in
ganizations in recent times D men crush the artists. If a Jamn- manities Institute: he has also the Turkish Republic. H;i[.l';'nllrlnillt."'. " “Irish Folk-
Glassie will shed light on the dani is sold for Taka SUEJU.'t_Iu-n served as President of the ver- Three of his books have been (4les’. "The Spirit of Folk Art’,
changes these have brought the weaver gets about _10{}” lfaka nacular Architecture Forum named among the notable ‘Turkish Traditional Art To-
upon [llf artists of Bangladesh for it Bllt' lllt‘f? are instances, and of the American Folklore books of the year by the New qav é“d ‘Art and Life in Folk Art Exhibition
% (fl)lrmtt;ll;i;?;:lllllt-!!_ii;::[h:‘erhat!:t:xillf Dr Henry Glassie where a Nakshikatha was sold  Society. York Times. His books include; Bangladesh’. A month-long exhibition
. ' AR : on traditional folk art and
crafts began at the National
- 3 —sey T Ar Ternand Museum, Shahbagh. State
) : Mlnistcrsfur dlnformatic;‘;
C Ziz Prof Abu Sayeed inaugurat
;_/ / 6)(1/ dé’j — - — — . . the exhibition on May 2 ‘
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10.00 News at Ten from BTV
f? { 10.30 Chena Mukh Chena

ever 12:30 Kate And Allie 1:00
The Roseanne Show 2:00
Music Zone 2:30 Friends 3:00

Remarkable 20th, Century
3:30 Sunday Special: Nothing
Lasts Forever 4:30 The
Roseanne Show 5:30 The
Music Show 6:00 OST 6:30
Remarkable 20th, Century
7:00 The Roseanne Show
8:00 Pop Pourrie From India-
To Night With Feroz 8:30
Friends 9:00 Unforgetable
B0 s: Check It Out 9:30 The
Roaring 90 s: The Gregory
Hines Show 10:00 Prime
Time: Twilight Zone 11:00
News 11:30 Late Show With
David Letterman 12:30
Friends 1:00 News 1:30 The
Roseanne Show

Zee Movies

B:30 OST 9:00 Film: 11:00
Frank Sinatra 11:30 Film
1:30 OST 2:00 Film: Gleam-
ing The Cube (*Christan
Slater, Steven Bauer) 4:00
Total Recall 4:30 Film: 6:30
Frank Sinatra 7:00 Film: 9:00
Hollywood Remembers 9:30
The 90 clock Show: 11:30
Film: 1:30 Film

}‘ Soor 11.00 The Big Fight
b
E: Zafar Igbal stars in the movie Bashana on
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el
f¢ Morning Program
"W 06-00 Islamic Program 6-32
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b Film-Lakhe Ekta ness Report /24 Hours 7:45
< . P am Reporters 8:00 BBC News |
1 Evening riggr 07-10 Asia Today Inc. World Busi-
E mg?&;ogzﬁ;pg?_sggwama ness Report 8:45 RED(‘:HF?(S
» Serial 08-25 Musical Prog 9:00 BBC News Inc. World
W 800 Manazine Prog 0938  business Report/USA Direct/
. Pgﬁ 0.10 Drama Asia Today /24 Hours 9:30
Musical Frog ' Asia Today 9:45 Reporters
x Serial 1045 Bangla Film-Ma-  10:00 BBC World News
3 yar Badhan 10:30 World Living: Life An
B Act of Faith- 11:00 BBC
dii World News 11:30 Euro
P Brief 12:00 BBC World News
3 12:30 India Business Re-
l‘; ALPHA TV ports 1:00 BEC World News
. 1:30 Click Online (Pres.-
ﬁ . 6:30 Alaap 7:00 Kee Darun Stephen Cole) 2:00 World
tith § Dreshow 7:30 Monihaar 8:00 News 2:10 Correspondent
o Serial: Mukhosher Antaraley ~ 3:00 World News 3:30
<4 (*Alpona Gowsami) 8:30 Se HARDtalk 4:00 BBC World
4t & rial. Memsaheb 9:00 Serial News 4:30 Top Gear 5:00
y .i Shyaola (*Kushal Banergee, BBC The World Today 5:30
L;- Pallob, Sabbosachi, Biplob Correspondent 6:30 Face
(He } Chatargee) 9:30 Serial To Face Ipdla (Presenter-
! Shoni-Robi Mojar Chobi #10  Karan Thapar) 7:00 BBC
ﬂ | ®
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#9 12:30 Kichu Smriti Kichu
Gaan 1:00 Serial. Agni Yuger
Padatik 1:30 Khana Khazana
2:00 Serial: Iskabonar Bibi
*Indrani, Shila Dittay) 2:30
angla Movie- 5:00 Bharat
Bhroman 5:30 Asian Sky
Shop 6:00 Serial: Prem Tr-
ishna 6:30 Serial. Param Para
(*Nina Gupta, Mohan Vandari)
7:00 Serial: Jigishg 7:30
News In Bangali 8:00 Beautl
Parlour 8:30 Serial: E
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World News 10:15 World
Business Report 10:30 World
Living. It- India Tomorrow
11:00 BBC World News
11:35 World Business Report
11:45 World Sport 12:30
Hardtalk 1:30 World Focus
The Travel Show 2:00 BEC
News 2:30 World Business
Report 3:00 BBC World
News 3:30 Earth Report-
4:00 World News 4:30 World
Business Report 4:45 Asila

/

PTV

8:00 Tilawat Aur Tarjuma/
Hamd/Naat 8:20 Cartoon 8:30
Khabrain 8:45 Abb Pata
Challa 9:05 Khat Farmaish
9:20 Sargam Sargam 9:45
llaaj-Bil-Ghiza Pakistan 10:05
Shab Daigh 10:35 English
Film: Goof Troop 10:55 Milli
Nagma 11:00 Khabrain 11:10
The Saint 12:00 Drama Serial

VJ Malaika 4:00 MTV Bakra
4:15 Non-Stop Hits 4:30 MTV
Select VJ Nikhil 5:30 MTV
Most Wanted VJ Shehnaz
6:30 MTV Chill Qut VJ
Cyrus/Asif/Nikhil 7:30 MTV
Cinemascope 8:30 MTV Top
2000 9:30 MTV Hit Film Mu-
sic 10:00 MTV House Full VJ
Nafisa 10:30 MTV Gaao Baby
Gaao 11:00 MTV Lovelibe VJ
Malaika 11:30 The Grind
(Beach Show) 12:00 MTV
Chill Out VJ Cyrus/Asif/Nikhil
1:00 MTV Say What 2:00
Non-Stop Hits

MUSIC ASIA

7:30 Aalaap 8:00 Ta Ra
Rum 9:00 Brake Fail 10:00
Old Is Gold 10:30 Hit Mix
11:00 Brake Fail 11:30 Ponds
All Time Romantic Hits 12:00
Bajaj Music Box 12:30 Saare
Ga Ma Classic 1:00 Himanl
Gold T. Jharokha 2:00 Kumar
Ajay Saree Prs Rangeen
Tarane 2:30 Ta Ra Rum 3:30
Brake Fail 4:30 Bajaj Music
Box 5:00 Music Quiz 5:30 Hit
Mix 6:00 Saare Ga Ma Clas-
sic 7:00 Brake Fail 8:00 Teen
Talk 8:30 Nexgen 9:00 Music

Banglar Sodeasi Gaan 9:00
Daily Soap: Janmabhumi 9:30
Daily Soap: Shree Ram Kr-
ishna 10:00 Khas Khabar
10:20 Mokho Mukhi 10:50
Sambad 11:00 Bengali Movie

DD-1 (NATIONAL
CHANNEL)

6:30 UGC Programmes
7:00 IGNOU Programme
7:30 Samachar 7:45 Subha
Sabera 8:30 The News 9:32
Current Affairs Programme
10:32 Tarang 11;:00 ETV Pro-
gramme 11:32 Serial : Ard-
hangini 12:00 Serial
Kamyabi 12:32 Serial: In-
tezaar Aur Sahi 12:55 Serial
Kiran 1:00 Serial: Tulsi 1:32
Serial: Agni 2:00 Sernial : Di-
war 2:30 Samachar 2:40
News In English 2:50 Serial .
Aaiye Hazoor 3:00 Series On
Kasmir 3:32 Serial : Apraajita
4:00 Serial: Mittih Ki Rang
4:32 Serial : Aur Kisan Jaag
Utha 5:00 Series For Chil-
dren: Suno Kahani 6:00 Chil-
dren s Programme 6:32 Se-
ries: Flying House 7:30

Circus Circus on Ekushey television on May 24 at 7.00p.m

6:00 Just Mohabbat #148 6:30
Tujpe Dil Qurban #9
(*Parmeth Sheth, Grusha
Kapoor, Ronit Roy) 7:00 The
Poppadum Show 7:30 Music
Mantra (Trailer Show) 8:00
Chartbusters (Trailer Show)
8:25 Kabhi Yeh Kabhi Woh
8:55 | Love You #25 # Ep-
(*Anup Soni, Shruty Ulfa) 9:35
Saaya #77 (*Achintay Kaur,
Anup Soni, Aar Mahadev,
Monisha) 10:10 Missing #47
Ep- Ramaben Bhatt Pt-1 (Pre.
Jacky Shroff) 10:45 Movers
And Shakers 11:30 Ek Mahal
Ho Sapno Ka 12:00 Heena
#73 (*Rakhi Bhijan, Siman
Singh, Rahul Bhatt, Nina
Kulkarni) 12:30 Family
No.1#81 (*Kanwaljeet, Tanvi
Azmi, Kabir, Aporna) 1:00
Thodi Si Bewafai #2 1:30
Kaash #3 2:00 Movers And
Shakers 3:00 Daily Soap-
Nazdeekiyan 3:30 Cine Nite
Show-Hindi Feature Film :
Mahasati Savitri

LEETV

6:00 Yadoon Ki Pal (B/W
Songs) 6:30 Zee News & Zee
Business 7:00 Bhakti Songs
7:30 Jagran 8:00 Guldasta
8:30 Zara Haske- Hai Zindegi
9:00 Zara Haske- Filmi
Chakkar 9:30 Disney Hour
Cartoon) 10:30 Ek Nazar &
Euldasla 11:00 Mritudand
11:30 Bajaj Super 7 Mugabla
12:00 Close Up Antakshari
12:30 Naye Nazrane (Film
Trailler) 1:00 Choti Choti
Baatein 1.30 Janam 2:00
Daily Sitcom- Hum Panch
(Rerun) (Serlal *Amita, Rakhi
Vijan) 2:30 Dally Shop 3:00
Daily Shop KanavY_::l( erial®)
3.30 Cinema Hits Hindi Film:
6:30 Ek Nazar (Hindi Film
Trailer) 7:00 Disney Hour
Cartoons 8:00 Sa Re Ga Ma
9:00 Ashiqui (*Anita Raj,
Farida Jalal) 9:30 Haad Kar
Di (Sitcom* Dara Singh,
Shachin Khadker) 10:00
Muskan (*Sandha Mridul,

Fashion Square 8.30 Daily

1:30 The New Detectives

Man Of The House on Star Movies at 10.00pm

Kiarostami.

The Contemporary lra-
nian Film Festival: Part
Two Dariush Mehrjui Film

session
EEEEE At oo TEE
| Date | Time | Fm
r i
| 2062000 | 5:00PM | Hamoon
[ 715 PM | The Tenants |

[Date | Time

The Contemporary Ira-
nian Film Festival: Part

Three The Iranian Women

~__Filmmakers
| | Fm

23052000 | 600PM | Nargess

S

S
| 430PM | The Sealed Sod

| T4&5PM ’ The Legend of a

i | Saoh

* The contemporary Ira-
nian Film Festival: Part

Four The Makhmalbaf Ret-
: rospective
! Date 1 Time Hm
| 420PM | The Apple
' 28052000 | 55PM The Peddier
| 17%PM | The Cyckst |
20200 | 500PM | Once Upon A
645 PM | Time, Cinema
| | Gabbeh
The Contemporary lra-
nian Film Festival: Part
Five The Abbas Kiarostami
Retrospective
Date Time Am
430PM | The Bread and
0052000 | 440PM | Aley
§00PM | The Traveller
Where is my
Foend's home? |
31.052000 | 430PM | The Chorus
447 And Life Goes on
2]
§15PM | Through the Ove
Trees
01082000 | 430PM | Close UP
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