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“ Frozen food units affected by EU ban, tflood

80 pc interest on 1997-98

bank loans waived

The gm'cn'mwnl has decided
to waive 80 per cent interest on
bank loans of the frozen food
factories affected by the 1997
EU ban and 1998 devastating
floods to energise this potential
export sector, reports UNB.

As per the decision, the own-
ers of the factories that were af-
fected by the adversities during
the two vears and remained op-
erated will pay 20 per cent of the
interest for those two years
while the government and the
banks concerned the rest in
equal share.

The decision was taken at a

high level meeting presided
over by Finance Minister S A M
S Kibria, on resolving the prob-
lems facing the frozen food ex-
port sector in the conlerence
room of the Finance Ministry
yesterday.
- Among others, Bangladesh
Bank Governor Dr Mohammad
Farashuddin, managing direc-
tors of state-owned commercial
banks and representatives of
Frozen Food Exporters Associa-
tion attended the meeting.

Association President Kazi
Shah Newaz, General Secretary
M Aminullah and former pres-
idents M Golamn Mustafa and
Syed Mahmudul Haq were
among the representatives.

A meeting source said the as-

sociation sought total waiver of

interest accumulated since 1991
to 1999 which amounted to
around Tk 250 crore.

He sald with the partial ex-
emption the owners are ex-
pected to get relief from labili-
ties worth nearly Tk 90 crore.

However, the total amount of

cumulative interest was yet to
be assessed as that will be done
by the banks concerned.

- Nearly 55 frozen food facto-
ries were affected by the import
ban slapped by the European
Union In 1997 and devastating
floods in 1998. Most of them
were also overburdened by
damage done (n the 1991 cy-
clone.

During the meeting, the rep-
resentatives also sought gov-
ernment cooperation in realis-
ing insurance money due from
different private insurance

compianies,

These firms will get about Tk

25 crore from the Insurance
companies following massive
loss in the 1991 cyclone, the
source said.

The meeting advised the
frozen food factories to contact
people concerned in the Com-
merce Ministry for realising
the overdue insurance money.

It also decided to ask the
Commerce Ministry to take
“legal actions against the pri-
vate insurance companies lor
their lapses in payment of dues
of the frozen food industries.”

The finance minister said:
“The frozen food export sector
is making important contribu-
tion to the countrys economy.

Emphasising boosting ex-
port of frozen foods, Kibria as-
sured all possible assistance for
the forex-earning sector, which
fetches over TK 1,000 crore an-
nually in export earnings.

he minister also advised
the people concerned to Keep an
eye on environment during
shrimp culture.

Tribals kill 27 Bengali
settlers in Tripura

GAUHATI, May 21: Rival
ethnic groups clashed in Ihdia's
mountainous northeast, claim-
ing 32 lives from both sides in
village massacres and a bomb-
ing, L;u"nlifc* sald today, reporlts
AP

At least 27 Bengall settlers
were Killed overnight in four at-
tacks by armed tribal guerillas
on remote villages in Tripura
state, K T D Singh, the state's
police chief, said in a telephone
interview. Fifteen people were
wounded

he attack seemed to have
been carried out in retaliation
against the bombing of a jeep by
Bengali guerillas late Saturday
in which five tribespeople were
Killed, Singh said

| hve situation is very tense
There could be further escala-
tion of riots,” Singh told The
Associated Press. "We do not
have enough torce

Singh said thie aitackers in
the village belonged to the Na
tional Liberation Front ol
Tripura, which is fighting In-
dian forces to carve out a sepa-
rate homeland

At least |5 H-“l]:_q.l". u!i.a;u-
)eople, most of whom report-
edly cr the bordef {rom
neighbourmg Bangladesh and

S Sen

Fron jage
inn the trade. You must be lrom a
clini

The ¢ man identified
himself as Babul and showed
two more small -.hf_1pn where
used plastic materials and glass
bottles are procured in bulk
quantities

We don't buy consignments
less than ten Kilograms”, an-
other shop owners said, identi-
fying himself as Zahid. "We sell
these to our parties’ in Kerani
ganj where these are recycled
and sent to different places for
re-use”. Consignments are also
sent to districts, he said

Another shop owner identi-
fying himself as Wasim said
DMCH sweepers regularly sell
such used medical equipment to
them. "Transactions worth Tk
15.000 to 30,000 take place in
each shop every day.”

On further inquiry, this cor-
respondent found that most of
the trading take place at south
Nimtali where tonnes ol such
used materials are brought
from different city hospitals
clinics, nursing homes

At 1:37 pm yesterday, a
medium sized loaded truck
stopped at one corner of the
narrow lane at Nimtali near a
mosque, locally called Um-
brella Mosque

Several persons rushed to
the truck. "What do you have?"
criecd out one of them. Another
person quickly offered prices —
syringe Tk 23 per Kg, lata TK 12
and plastic blood and saline
bags Tk 16

The traders

voung

who send the

settled in Tripura state, were
killed in a single attack in the
Baghber village close to mid-
nl'\ﬁ?ht.

Armed with AK47 automatic
rifles, the guerillas surrounded
the village and burnt down
some houses. As terrified vil-
lage people rushed out, they
fired indiscriminately, Singh
sald. Seven bodies were found
in the night and eight more in
the morning, he said

We are expecting more bod-
ies.”" he added. Twelve more
}?t"ﬂ”i:’ were Killed in three
other attacks

Festering tensions between
the local tribespeople and the
Bengalis have flared in recent
weeks,

The tirbespeople, who
formed more than 70 per cent of
the area's population until the
1960s, say they have been re-
duced in their own land to less
than 30 per cent following huge
illegal migration from
Bangladesh through the porous
hilly border

To counter attacks by the
tribal separatists, the Bengali
settlers have this year formed
their own armed outfit, the lit-
tle-known United Bengali Lib-
eration Front of Tripura.

Dahgeroustrade

trash for recycling said they
have to share a large amount of
their prolit with law enforcers.
One of them said, "We have to
keep them happy. Otherwise
how do you think our business
survivesy

Doctors say use of infected
syringes and other articles can
cause incurable diseases like

AIDS, hepatitis B and C,
meningitis and brain lever

The Daily Star in a report in
October last year said that a
gang of unscrupulous traders
was engaged in re-packing im-
ported used syringes. Locations
of the illegal 'factories’ were
also mentioned in the report
But so far no step has been
taken to stop the dangerous
business

An official requesting
anonvinity said, "The business
involves huge transactions. The
unscrupulous traders maintain
chains in the administration,
bribing some officials. Even the
high ups in the police know
about this dangerous trade”.

Dacoit held in Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 21: One
inter-district dacoit was ar-
rested at Rauzan in the district
this morning

Police at Noapara Camp
identified the dacoit as Abdur
Rashid, 26. He was arrested
at around 7 am.

Abdur Rashid Is also an
cused in 12 cases,

dC-
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TU leaders of jute,

textile mills
postpone planned
hunger strike

Trade Union leaders of pri-
vate jute, varn and textile mills
have postponed their fast-unto-
death programme till June 27
reports UNB.

The programme was post-
poned following a meeting be-
tween Labour Minister M A
Mannan and trade union lead~
ers.

The meeting was held at the
conference room of the Min-
istry of Labour and Ewmploy-
ment yesterday with the Minis-
ter M A Mannan in the chair.

The fast-unto-death pro-

gramme was scheduled to begin
today in front

See page 11 col 7
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Queen of romance

fiction Barbara
Cartland dead

LONDON. Mayv 21: Known
more lor her I”.uh}_{p.nn 1I|]rl_|||t

than her talent, Dame Barbara
Cartland, who died Sunday aged
O9R. was nevertheless the undis-
puted queen of fictional ro-
mance for millions of readers
around the world, reports AFP

Born Iinto an aristocratic
English family on July 9, 1901
as Mary Barbara Hamilton
Cartland, her public profile was
further enhanced later in life
when she became step-grand-
mother to the late Diana.
Princess of Wales,

After starting out contributing
social gossip pieces to the Daily
Express newspaper, where she
picked up tips on writing,
Cartland published at age 23
her first novel, "Jigsaw."

Building on the popular suc-
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Bangladesh Satellite Cable Network Owners' Association
brought out a procession in the city yesterday in support
of their 15-point demand. It threatened to go on a fast-
until-death if the demands were not met immediately.

the

Earlier, association

leaders

held a meeting at

Muktangan. The demands include withdrawal of additional
charges introduced recently, permission of inspection by
officials of BTV and the government, ensuring supply and
replacement of decoder boxes and digital receivers free of

CcoSst.

—Star photo

SE-BDR flag meet likely

today

KURIGRAM. May 21: Some
15,000 Bangladeshis at the
Mashaldanga enclave are now
facing food shortage as they

ssed the third day of slege by
ndians backed by Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF), report agen-
cles.

According to some people
who came to the mainland flee-
ing from the enclave, Indian
special police force kept Section
144 enforced in the enclave,
prohibiting local people from
coming out of their houses.

The inhabitants of the en-
clave are not even allowed to go
to shops to buy foodstuffs, they
sald,

Meanwhile, the UNO of Bhu-
rungamari thana has allocated
one metric ton of foodgrains for
the enclave dwellers.

Government officials in the
mainland are still in the dark
about what really is happening
in the enclave at the northern
part of Kurigram.

Backed by BSF and border

police, some 2,000 Indian na-

tionals intruded into the
Bangladesh enclave in Bhu-
rungamari upazila on Thursday
morning and since then they
have remained besieged.

As the enclave Is separated
from Bangladesh mainland by
a 125 feet wide patch of Indian
land, BDR can't take any effec-
tive step due to limitations un-
der the International Border
Law.

BDR 24 Riffle Battalion
sources sald tonight that BSF
agreed to hold a company-level
flag meeting on the matter.

The fla me:.-llnF between
BDR and BSF likely to take
place tomorrow.

"We have not yet received
any officlal response from BSF.
But BSF today verbally re-
sponded and sent a messenger
to BDR hinting that they would
sit tomorrow,” BDR Rangpur
Sector Commander Colonel
Shakil Ahmed said this after-
noaorn.

Some villagers of six vil-
lages of the enclave who man-

PM tells SC Bar leaders

- Frustrate undemocratic
gesture of a quarter
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cess of that book. she returned |

again and again to what proved

a lucrative -- and predictable --

story development: beautiful,

virginal and proud young lady

meets handsome, T}Ikihh and
oee page 11 col 3

'Soli' Godrej
dead

NEW DELHI,
Sohrab Pirojshah
grand old man of Indian indus-

MAY 21:

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday called for
continuing democratic and
constitutional process in the
country frustrating undenio-
cratic gestures of certain quar-
ters, reports UNB.

"We want rule of law and jus-
tice and continuity of constitu-
tional process,” she said while
talking to a 14-member delega-
tion of the Supreme Court Bar
Association at her office yes-
terday alternoon.

President of the Association,
Barrister Mainul Hosein and
General Secretary Shahidul
Karimm Siddiqui led the delega-
tion.

Criticising "double standard”
of certain political parties the
Primme Minister said talking of
dlemocracy and patronising un-
democratic elements cannot go
hand in hand.

"Democratic process can't
take roots if anti-people ele-
ments are patronised,” she said
in veiled criticism of her politi-
cal opponents.

"l believe in democracy,

—-— P —— -

fought for it and established it
in the country and am trying to
hard so democratic process con-
tinues," Hasina told the leaders
of Supreme Court lawyers.
Without democracy socioeco-
nomic development is not pos-
sible.

The bar leaders thanked the
Prime Minister for taking steps
for development of the bar as-
sociations across the country
and sought government help in
constructing the association's
own building to house its over
2200 members.

The Prime Minister said her
government is |1led$ed-huund to
put the country under the rule of
law and said several steps had
already been taken for devel-
opment of the judiciary as well
for the welfare of the lawyers

Hasina mentioned the sefting
up of judicial training institute,
a drafting unit of the Law Min-
istry and the Law Reforms
Comunission.

The Prime Minister said an
efficient and time-belitting ju-

See page 11 col 8

HC rule on -govt

over appointment
of CCCI
administrator

A division bench of the High
Court yesterday Issued rule
upon the government asking to

show cause why its order taking

over the management and ap-
pointing an administrator for
CCCI should not be declared il-
legal and without lawful au-
thority, reports UNB.

The rule came upon a writ
petition filed by Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury Javed who
taken over as president of the
Chittagong Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (CCCI)
weeks ago overthrowing elected
president Kamal Uddin in a
vote ol no-confidence at a meet-

See page 11 col 6

Students block
traffic on road
1n front of NU

GAZIPUR, May 21: Traffic
movement on Dhaka-My-
mensingh Highway came to a
halt for half an hour today as
students of eight colleges put up
barricade on the road in front
of National University demand-
ing shifting of honours 3rd part
examination, reports UNB.

Sources said about 300 stu-
dents of Dhaka, Eden, Jagan-
nath, Ananda Mohan and
Karatia Sadat University and
other colleges who came here by
buses brought out a protest
procession and held a rally on
NU campus in support of their
demand.

The agitating students barri-
caded the highway as a meeting
with the NU authorities failed to
resolve the issue.

A huge number of vehicles
were stranded on the highway
but no untoward incident was
reported.
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The city streets were flooded with rainwater vesterday after Saturday night's downpour.
Photo shows a portion of Nazimuddin Road in old city,

—Star photo
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Godref, the |

try. died in a London hospital, a !

spokesman from his Godrej
business group reported on
Sunday. He was 87, reports AFP

Godrej, who was popularly
known as "Soli" across India's
corporate world, was hospi -
talised May 17 while flying
from Delhi to Parls en route to
London.and died late Saturday
in the British capltal,
spokesman K. R. Krishna-
swamy sald from Bombay,

Indian President K R.
Narayanan Sunday said he was
slmcﬁﬂl by the death of Godre|,
chairman of the B8,000-em-
ployee group, who was also a
fund-railser and backer of the
World Wide Fund for Nature in
India.

"A leading Industrialist with a
social commitment, Godre| was
well known as philanthropist.
He devoted himsell to efforts to

address the problems of popu -

lation explosion,” he sald,

All thana HQs to be made
pourasavas in phases

Local Government Minister
Zillur Rahman sald yestercday
that all thana headquarters of
the country would be turned
into pourasavas in phases to
strengthen the local govern-
ment bodfes, reports BSS,

"All local government bodies
have to be strengthened to glive
democracy an institutional
shape and ensure better services
to the people." he told a function
in Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) auditorinm.

The DCC organised the func-
tion to mark the handing over
of keys of 30 garbage trurﬁs and
20 road rollers to the chairmen
of some pourasavas,

Chaired by Dhaka City
Mayor Mohammad Hanll, the

function was also addressed by
Deputy Minister for Local Gov-
ernment Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, DCC Chief Execu-
tive Officer Rashedul Alam and
Chairman of Bera Pourasava
Abdul Baten.

Zillur Rahman, who is also
the general secretary ol Awami
League, said: "The government
is committed to decentralising
power to grassroolts level.”

"We have Introduced Gram
Parishad (village council) and
ensured women's participation
in all local government bodies
to empower them," he said,

He sald the government was
determined to tmprove its ser-
vices to the people living in
pourasava areas across the

. \

country. He called upon all
pourasava chairman to collect
revenue timely to meet addi-
tional expenses.

Hanif said the vehicles were
distributed to the pourasavas,
fullilling one of the election
ledges of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina who had com-
mitted to offering better ser-
vices to the residents ol
pourasavas.

Referring to the success ol
the government in different
flelds, he sald the government
has resolved a host of probleins
over the last four years.

Later, Zillur Rahman
handed over 20 road rollers and
30 trucks to some pourasava
chalrman.

:
Maé\haldanga people still besieged
"~ by Indians, face food crisis

aged 1o come into the

1T

sald the Indians first attacked
the enclave on May 1] aftey s

Indian Muslim youth elopes

with a Hindu
dian vllla[it' and the
the couple took shelt
Mashaldanga.

Two
i:tn the .
ater released on pavinen
20,000 as rml'&t::'lnl.J VEDIEY

The second attack was

y. However, they we,

on May 18 (Thursday) while fhe

intruders set fire to almosg
the houses in the €nclave
looted valuables as well as oyer
a hundred cows and 47 goats.
They also abducted foy,
ople whose fate remains tg pe
Nnowi.

Deputy Commissioner A f y
Solaiman  Chowdhury saiq
some relief goods had been seyy
to the enclave.

Meantime. Nekbar All, one
of those who had fled the ey
clave, filed a case against seyen
Indian nationals.

From page 1

He, however, called for quick
implementation of the basic
terms of the agreement and sug-
gested coordinated efforts of the
CHT Ministry, Regional Council
and hill district councils for
successful implementation of
the accord.

The CHTRC Chairman was
critical of some non-govern-
mental organisations engaged
in development activity in the
hill tracts.

Naming two leading NGOs,
he said rate of interest of loan
they disbursed is so high that
the debtors could not bear it.

Bringing major allegations
against some other NGOs,
Shantu Larma said those are
involved in converting hill
people to other religions under
the cover of development
works. The tribal people are
mostly Buddhists,

He suggested that the NGOs
working in the CHT should be
guided by set principles. He also
sought enhancement of quota
for hill students.

The regional council chair-
man also suggested holding of
such review meeting on the CHT
more frequently.

The prime minister assured
that she would look into it.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah informed the meeting
that most parts of the accor
had been implemented, refugees
rehabilitated and development
projects were being imple-
mented.

CHT Affairs Minister Kalpa
Ranjan Chakma, Chairman of
CHT Development Projects Im-
plementation Committee and
Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Abdul-
lah, CHT Regional Council
Chairman Jyotirindra Bod-
hipriva Larma alias Shantu
Larma, Task Force members
Bir Bahadur MP and Dipankar
Talukdar MP, Chairman of
Khagrachhari Hill District
Council Jyotindra Prasad
Tripura, Chairman of Bandar-
ban Hill District Council
Thoaing Cha Pru Master and
member of Rangamati Hill Dis-
trict Council Sushanta Chakma
were present in the meeting.

The meeting was apprised of
ADP allocation in last three
yvears for development of the
three hill districts. It shows

Larma urges PM

that the allocation has sharply
increased from Tk 61.85 crore
in 1997-98 to Tk 115.68 crore in
1999-2000.

About the possible foreign
investment in CHT, the meeting
was told that the need-assess-
ment mission sponsored by
UNDP proposed some 48 pro-
jects. involving Tk 2105.75
crore. of short and medium
terms.

Besides, ADB, DANIDA and
other organisations expressed
willingness to join develop-
ment drive in the CHT. Already,
80 million US dollar worth of
projects have been recom-
mended for development of ru-
ral infrastructure and micro-
credit progranune.

The meeting was informed
that a project was undertaken
for Tk 6.43 crore to prepare a
Master Plan lor the CHT.

After the peace accord, the
steps so lar taken included se-
lection of site for Science and
Technology University In
Rangamati, setting up an Em-
ployment Bank, construction of
a TV broadcasting centre in
Rangamati, construction of ho-
tels in Khagrachhari and Ban-
darban districts for develop-
ment of tourism and supply of
electricity through solar energy
in remote areas of Rangamati.

Besides, projects were taken
for construction of 400-Kmn
road, 38 educational Institu-
tions and 18 multipurpose
reservoirs by the CHT Devel-
opment Board.

LGED has taken a project
costing Tk 522.18 crore for in-
frastructure development in the
CHT. Moreover, Public Health
and Engineering Dept has In-
stalled 470 ring-wells, 451
Tara-pumps, 100 shallow tube-
wells, 44 infiltration galleries
and 3411 sanitary latrines.

Pakistan 274/3
Sports Reporter

Pakistan were 274 for three
— a lead of 129 — 45 minutes
after lunch in their second
innings on the fourth day of the
second Test against the West
Indies at Kensington Oval
yesterday.

Inzamamul Haq and Yousuf
Youhana were at the crease with
17 and 11 runs respectively.

UNOCAL®

Unocal is a leading international encigy company with
current operations in Northern Bangladesh and
emerging activities in other parts of Bangladesh.
Unocal currently has the following career opportunity

Communications Coordinator — IT/Communications

Department — Dhaka

*  Provides cellular, land-line, and SATCOM
communications to support field and office
locations, manages VSAT links, office PBX
systems, and internet access achivities. Supervises
several contract personnel.

Must be a university graduate and have a
minimum of 8 years of related work experience.
Advanced knowledge of communications
hardware and software systems and local
knowledge of the market is required. The job also
involves the use of project management skills and
customer service orientation.

In addition to the above requirements, all office positions
with Unocal require fluency in Enghish, and strong
computer skills including MS Office, MS Outlook.
Successful candidates must pass a pre-employment
medical examination and a background reference check.

Unocal offers a highly competitive
compensation package, including
company-paid hospitalization
insurance, annual bonus, gratuity
plan, and other allowances.
Please forward your resume and
cover letter to:

Director Human Resources
Unocal Bangladesh Lrd.

House Num
Gulshan, Dhaka 1212

r 12, Road 137
D-328
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