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TAIPEL. May 20 : Taiwan's
new President Chen Shui-bian
today held out the possibility of

a "future One China" incorpo-
ratlng ‘Taiwan and the main-
land, in & dramatic concession
to Beljing, reports AFP.

Chen, who took office earlier
in the day, vowed in his inaugu-
ral address not to carry throu gh
his pre-election vow to move
the island towards formal in-
dependence from the mainland
unless China tried to force re-
unification by invading.

He also acknowledged a
common cultural and Spiritual
history.

l the run up to his election
onn March 18, Beijing threatened
war if the island chose to
formally break away from
China in a campaign aimed at
Chen and his separatist Demo-
cratic Pro ive Party (DPP).

It has claimed Taiwan as a

rt of China since Chinese na-
tionalists led by Chiang Kai-
shek fled to the island and split
it from the mainland after their

Beijing
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defeat by Mao Zedong's com-
munists at the end of a civil war
in 1949,

Taiwan's status has re-
mained uncertain ever since,
neither formally independent
nor in practice under commu-
nist control.

But as Taiwan's military
maintained a state of "height-
ened alert," Chen used his ad-
dress and the occasion of the
tirst peaceful and democratic
transfer of power in Chinese
history to emphatically dis-
tance the government from his
pre-election separatism.

"The people across the Tai-
wan Strait share the same an-
cestral, cultural, and historical
background." said the former
dissident, who, along with sev-
eral members of his cabinet,
was jailed under the totalitar-
lan nationalist regime of Chi-
angs Kuomintan

"While uphulﬁing the prin-
ciples aof democracy and parity,
building upon the existing
foundations, and constructing

conditions for cooperation
thrmth goodwill, we believe
that the leaders on both sides
possess enough wisdom and
creativity to jointly deal with
the question of a future 'One
China'."

Analysts in Taipei said that,
relying heavily on nuance,
Chen was (n effect raising the
possibility of a communist
China and a democratic Talwan
existing side by side as part of a
greater Chinese nation.

And the new president said
he would not I(ncorporate his
predecessor Lee Teng-hul's pro-
posal of relations on a "state to
state” basis Into the constitu-
tion or change Talwan's formal
name from the Republic of
China.

(“Iting
added:

Taiwan's security, he
"As long as the CCP
(Chinese Communist Party)
regime has no intention to use
military force against Taiwan, I
pledge that during my term in
office, I will not ﬁularv inde-
pendence, I will not change the
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national title, I will not push
forth the inclusion of the so-
called 'state-to-state’ descrip-
tion in the constitution, and I
will not promote a referenduin

to change the status quo in re-

gards to the question of Inde-
pendence or unification.”
Earlier Chen and Vice
President Annette Lu were
sworn in at a ceremony at the
presidential office In Taipel.

Meanwhile, China today
hinted at compromise with
Taiwan on the key issue of "One
China", saying the two sides
could hold dialogue after ex-
pressing commitment to the
key principle in “their own
way".

An official statement after
the Inauguration of Taiwan
President Chen Shul-blan said
Beijing and Tnilpr:i should re-
sume dlalogue alter Taiwan has
embraced the "One China" prin-
ciple accepting the island is a
part of China.

International

- Chen holds out possibility
- of ‘future One China’

hints at compromise after new
Taiwan President’s inauguration
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New Taiwanese President Chen Shui-bian gives his in-
augural speech outside the presidential office in Taipei

yesterday.

— AFP photo
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Colombian woman
widowed thrice

in 12 years

BOGOTA, May 20: A school
teacher in northern Colombia
buried her third husband in 12
years this week — all three of
them victims of the country's
seemingly uncontrolled vio-
lence, local media reported on
Friday, Reuters reports from
Bopota.

or Puello Pertuz, known as
“Dona Flor" In her hometown

in Magdalena province, told
Bogota's respected El Espectador
newspaper the body of her first

husband, also a teacher, was
found dumped in a vacant ot in
May 1988 with signs of torture.

Her second spouse was mur-
dered just four months after
they married and her third was
shot dead by two gunmen on a
local bus on Saturday.

‘It's a question of destiny.”
Puello Pertuz told El Especla-
dor. "I leave it all in the lrmmls.
af God.”

Her tale highlights the
harsh, bloody reality of life in
the isolated backwaters of rural
Colombia. The country's mur-
der rate is about 10 times higher
than that of the United States
and one of the highest iIn the
world.

Authorities last year re-
ported more than 23,000 homi-
cides in the country of about 40
million torn by a long-running
conflict.

F renchflautlst
Jean-Pierre
Rampal dead

PARIS, May 20 : The cele-
brated French flautist Jean-
Plerre Rampal dled early today
following a heart attack at his
Paris home, his agent said, re-
ports AFP.

Rampal, 78, was the first
flautist In history to attract
worldwide audiences equal to
those drawn by virtuoso pi-
anists and htrinE players.

Primarily nown as a
champion of Baroque music,
his eclectic repertoire also in-
cluded excursions into jazz, En-
glish folk songs. Japanese clas-
sics and Indlan rhythmns.

The musiclan was born In
1922 in Marseille, where his fa-
ther was a professor of music
and first flautist with the city’'s
symphony orchestra.
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1J1 coup

plotters threaten to kill

~ PM after military pledges support

Vajpayee urges speedy return of democracy

SUVA, May 20 : Gunmen beat
Fijian Prime Minister Mahen-
dra Chaudhry and threatened
him with death today as the
country's armed forces and
president joined ranks to op-
pose an attempted coup. reports
AFP.

The men who stormed par-
liament Friday. taking
Chaudhry and 45 parliamen-
tarians captive, apparently be-
came enraged after the military
and police pledged their support
for the elected government.

Businessman George
Speight, the son of an opposi-
tion lawmaker. and men under
his command declared Friday
they had taken control of the
country in the name of indige-
nous Fijians.

Chaudhry is Fiji's first eth-
nic Indian prime minister and
the coup attempt is the latest
manifestation of long-standing
ethnic tensions in the country.
where some 43 percent of people
are of Indian ongin.

The security forces Saturday
held firm' against the coup,

> pledging their loyalty to the

constitution and Chaudhry's
governnient. '

"I want to state unequivo-
cally that the Fiji Police is the
custodian of the law in Fiji and
respects the 1997 constitution.”
said Police Commander Isikia
Savua.

President Ratu Sir Kamisese
Mara later made a televised ad-
dress to the nation and con-
demned the gunmen as a "ter-
rorist group”.

He said his government had
the support of all the instru-
ments of the state and would
not bow to threats. He said he
had assumed executive author-
ity.

"The government will go to
great lengths to avoid a violent
confrontation with the attack-
ers who terrorise our nation
and threaten the lives of its
government.” he said.

"We wish to see the impasse
broken and the captives set free
but we will not bow down to

threats and coercion.

“The perpetrators should not
under-estimate my unshakable
determination to maintain the
integrity and stability of the
state and to protect the rights
and interests of the people.”

But the situation became un-
clear when reports emerged that
Speight had held a gun to
Chaudhry's head and threat-
ened to shoot if he did not call
Mara and tell him to order the
military away from parlia-
nient,

State-owned Fiji Television
said that Chaudhry told him to
go ahead and shoot.

Deputy Prime Minister Tu-
peni Baba iIs then reported to
have given his support to the
new interim government. Baba
is also being held hostage and
may be under duress.

Speaking on radio from par-
liament in support of the new
regime, he sounded confused
and upset. Baba called for nego-
tiations with the new govern-
ment and fof an end-to the vio-
lence. L

During the dramatic broad-
cast, Chaudhry was heard in the
background calling out "we are
not legitimising anything."

He declared himself interim
prime minister after being
sworn in by Ratu Jope Seniloli,
a man described as interim
president, in a bizarre cere-
mony in parliament.

Meanwhile, Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpavee
today deplored the attempted
coup in Fiji and called for a
speedx return to democracy.

It is unfortunate and we
hope that democracy will return
to the nation as early as
possible,” Vajpayee said here on
the sidelines of a meeting with
the chief ministers of Indian
states, according to Indian news
agencies.

India on Friday called for
the immediate restoration of
Prime Minister Mahendra
Chaudhry, Fiji's first ethnic In-
dian premier.

A member of the Taukei militia patrols the front gate of
Parliament House in Suva yesterday after Prime Minis-
ter Mahendra Pal Chaudhry was overthrown in a mili-

tary coup led by George Speight.
ethnic-Indian prime minister,

Chaudhry, Fiji's first
continues to be held

hostage inside the Fijian Parliament while Speight has

declared himself prime minister.

— AFP photo

India ready to act on Lankan
civil war ‘1t necessary’: PM

Fighting for Jaffna escalates as army rejects surrender call

NEW DELHI, May 20 : Indian
Prime Minister Atal Beharl Va
jpayee today sald New Delhi
was ready to act on Sri Lanka's
ongoing civil war with Tamil
Tigers rebels "If necessary,” re-
ports AFP.

Vajpayee said on the side-
lines of a conference with In-
dian state chief ministers that
the situation in Sri Lanka was
extremely fluid, domestic news
agencies reported.

'If we have to take any step,
we are ready for it, if neces-
sary,” he said and added that
India was willing to extend all
humanitarian help possible.

India has ruled out military
intervention in Sri Lanka but
said it would consider humani-
tarian assistance, and help in
brokering a peace agreement if
approached by both Colombo
and the Tamil rebels, who are
lacked in combat in the morth-
ern Jafina peninsula.

" The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels have
vowed to re-take the town of

Jaffna, which Sri Lankan
Tamils consider their cultural
capital.

Indian experts say the gov-
ernment is trying to defer a de-
cision on Sri Lanka as much as
possible but expect the govern-
ment will be forced to take a
stand if Jaffna should fall into
rebel hands.

Defence Minister George
Fernandes today said India
would not be forced to play a
role in Sri Lanka.

Fernandes was reacting to
Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
Lakshman Kadirgamar's coin-
ments that New Delhi could be
compelled to take a stand if
something drastic happened

'l don't see who can compel
us,” Fernandes told the Press
Trust of India, adding that
while New Delhi was willing to
involve itself in "humanitarian
and other aid including evacua-
tion" there was "no question” of

providing military assistance
to Sri Lanka.

Kadirgamar was quoted by
India’s Outlook news magazine

as saying eveults could force In-
dia to play a role in resolving

his country's ethnic problem
‘It is gearing itself up for as-
suming a role, one that might

even be thrust upon it by
events," he said.
(In) Sri Lanka there is a

mood Iin favour of India (mnlng

in and {luinki something,
Kadirgamar saic

However he added a note of
caution saying: "l don't think
that we should expect the im-
possible from India.”

The Sri Lankan minister
also said: "For a variety of rea-
sons, India makes no bones of
its opposition to the LTTE."

India blames the LTTE for
the May 21, 1991 assassination
ofc. .former, premier Rajiv
Gandhi. Gandhi had sent Indian
troops to Sri Lanka in 1987 in a
similar crisis during which
some 1,200 Indian soldiers were
killed.

"India will take whatever
action to meet its stated posi-
tion. If it feels Sri Lanka is se-
riously threatened, India will, |
believe, take necessary action. |
can't predict what the action
might be, but we can be sure it
will be a well-considered one,”
Kadirgamar said.

Fighting escalates as
army rejects surrender

call

Meanwhile, ferocious battles
gripped Sri Lanka's northern
peninsula of Jafina today as the
military rejected rebel calls for
a surrender amid heavy casual-
ties on both sides.

A top army general, Jaanaka
Perera went on national televi-
sion today to reject a call by the
separatist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to surren-
der within a week.

"We will not leave Jaffna,”

Major General Jaanaka Perera
said on the ITN television net-
work from the northern penin-
sula of Jafina.
Tigers out.”

Government spokesman
Ariya Hul;elsmghv said nine
government soldiers were

"We will push the

killed and another 19 were
wounded in heavy fighting in
the Tanankilappu sector near
Jaffna 1own early Saturday.

Rubasinghe said security
forces had recovered the bodies
of 17 Tiger guerrillas in the lat-
est fighting.

Congress Party supporters shout anti-LTTE (Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam) slogans during a demonstration in

New Delhi yesterday.
the May 21,

state of Tamil Nadu

India blames the Tamil Tigers for
1991 assassination of former Prime Minister
and Congress Party chief Rajiv Gandhi in the

southern
— AFP photo

Giuliani drops out, clears
Hillary's path to Senate

NEW YORK. May 20 : Cancer-
stricken New York Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani on Friday
withdrew for the November US
Senate race, giving an apparent
boost to the rival campaign of
First Lady Hillary Clinton, re-
ports AFP.

Giuliani’'s decision follows
the announcement late last
month that he had prostate
cancer and would need time to
undergo treatment.

I have decided what | should
do is to put my health first and
that | should devote the focus
and attention that I should to
being able to figure out the best
treatment and not running for
office,” the Republican mayor
told a press conference here.

He and First Lady Hillary
Clinton have been running a
tight battle for months in the

polls and the withdrawal of the
acerbic mayor launches the
first lady much closer to her
goal of assuming the New York
Senate seat left vacant by the
retirement of the Democratic
incumbent, Daniel Patrick
Moynihan.

Hillary Clinton held a press
conference shortly after Giu-
llani made his announcement
and wished her one-time neme-
sis a speedy recovery.

"l certainly hope and pray as
all New Yorkers do that he will
have a full and speedy recov-
ery,” said a stern-faced Clinton

Giuliani sald he had not yet
decided what form of treatment
he would follow for the cancer.

Clinton refused to speculate
about who her Republican op-
ponent would be

JOLO, Philippines. May 20 :

for holding direct talks with the
Abu Sayyaf Muslim extremist
fmup huldlng 21 hostages in
he southern Philippines, as
efforts to launch formal negoti-
ations with the rebels hit a
snag, reports AFP.

Malaysian
Mohamad Arshad

of Taulug on Jolo island.

Malaysian Forelgn
Lumpur,
Roberto a'wenta ado s

Startin

Sayyaf, local television

Malaysla today came under fire

Ambassador
Manzoor
Hussain met four commanders
of the Muslim rebel group on
Thursday at the coastal village

Minister”
Syed Hamid Albar sald in Kuala

Top Philippine nPFﬂHﬂlf}f

ammed
Kuala Lumpur for unilaterally
the talks with the Abu
re-

Malaysia under fire for direct
talks with Abu Sayyaf group

Aventajaclo, a special envoy
of President Joseph E -ﬂmda
sald Kuala Lumpur's move
would not boost government-

led talks for the freedom of the

captives and denied Manila had

authorised the ambassador's
mission.

Estrada's Executlve Secre-
tary Ronaldo Zamora added 1o
the I"Illll;pim‘ fury over the
surprise Malaysian visit to the
Abu Sayyaf mountain camp in
Jolo island.

"We understand why
Malaysia has such a large in-
terest in this matter but {f you
ask us If you agree with these
unilateral efforts, naturally. we
do nol ree with them.”

Zamora sald.

Nine Malaysians are among
the hostages who were taken to
Jolo by speed boat after thelr

abduction.

Iraqi-US dispute deadlocks

UNITED NATIONS, May 20 :
A conference to strengthen ef-
forts to prevent the spread of
nuclear weapons was on the
brink of failure early today as
the United States and Iraq
failed to compromise on the one
remaining obstacle to consen-
sus, reports AFP.

Two hours after he stopped
the clock just before midnight
on Friday (10:00 BST), chair-
man Abdallah Baalil urged "all
those interested to make the
necessary efforts to salvage the
conference.”

Baali, the Algerian ambas-

sador to the United Nations,
asked delegates to the five-
yearly review of the 1970 nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty
to break Into regional groups
and to reconvene after an hour
Delegates said they thought
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Baali hoped to find a procedural
way to keep the conference from
foundering.

It was important, they said,
to preserve agreements made
since the start of the conference
four weeks ago on a wide range
of issues, In particular on nu-
clear disarmament.

Earlier, delegates had hailed
as a breakthrough an agree-
ment by the five declared nu-
clear-weapons states to "an un-
equivocal undertaking to ac-
complish total elimination of
their nuclear ar w:mlu."

Although it set no timetable,
the agreement went beyond a
commitment to "the ultimate
goal” of nuclear disarmament,
which the five had reaffirined
in a joint statement on May |
and which was rejected by most
other countries,

Lanka shuts down n

authorities Saturday shut
newspaper in the northern Jaffna peninsula for

Lankan
Idnguf:;‘t

aper: Sri

down the main Tamil-

allegedly violating strict censorship laws, official sources said,

AFP reports from Colombo.

The Uthayan newspaper was shut down late Friday and there
was no paper distributed Saturday, officlals sald adding that it
was the first newspaper to be closed after the fmposition of tight

u'rlwr*-lilp on May 3

“gl s 30 tanks to Yemen:
Russia has deliverec

30 T-72 tanks to Yemen as ol a broad deal

to sell the Arab nation Russian-made combat hardware,

a0 1ews

report sald Friday, AP reports from Moscow.

Guerilla to die in Mvanmar:

Myanmar's military rulers sentenced a member of an ethnie
guerilla group to death for "high treason” following an embassy
selzure In Bangkok in October, the official Myanmar Radio and
Television said, Reuters reports from Yangon.

JERUSALEM, May 20 : Israel
may complete its troop with-
drawal from south Lebanon be-
fore July in light of the in-
creased number of attacks of
the Shiite Hezbollah movement
on its forces, a senlor Israeli
army official said today, re-
ports AFP. :

"The possibility of early
withdrawal is indeed being
considered, it needs to be
weighed in light of logistical
consider: lllUII'-'-. and the current
events in Lebanon," Major Gen-
eral Giora Eiland, army head of
operations told Israeli public
radio.

Eiland sald that Hezbollah
guerrillas have stepped up at-

Israel considers early
pullout from Lebanon

tacks against Israeli troops in
south Lebanon and the proxy
South Lebanon Army (SLA)
militia in order to give the im-
pression that they are the force
puahlng out the Israeli troops

"We have no intention of al-
lowing the current situation in
which mortar fire, artillery and
anti-aircraft missiles are fired
at us every day to become rou-
tine,” he added.

Eiland said that after the
withdrawal is completed Israel
will not tolerate such attacks.
He also warned of new alliances
be ing formed in Lebanon.

The cooperation between
Hezbollah and dormant Pales-
tinian organisations is increas-
ing. (The alliance) will get even

stronger after the withdrawal,
Eildnﬁ said.

Israel has said it will com-
plete its troops withdrawal
from a buffer zone it has been
occupying for 22 years by July 7
at the very latest. Hezbollah has
stepped up attacks on the Israeli
forces and the SLA since Israel
started to withdraw its forces
Sunday.

Israeli jets raid
Hezbollh bases

Menwhile, Israel's air force
carried out two bombing raids
early today on a Hezbollah
stronghold to the north ol the
Israeli-occupled zone in south-
ern Lebanon, police here said.

Sierra Leone govt, rebels
set conditions for talks

FREETOWN, May 20 : Both
the government and rebels in
Slerra Leone issued demands
Friday as pre-conditions for
peace talks as the United Na-
tions authorised an increase of
1,900 troops in the country, re-
ports AFP.

The rebel Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) demanded
the release of their leader Foday
Sankoh, who was captured by
military authorities on
Wednesday, as a condition to
restart negotintions.

“If they put our leadership on
trial, we are not going to sit
back and watch that for a sec-
ond time, We will answer force
with force and dialogue with di-
alogue,” rebel spokesman Jibril
Massaquol warned.

all UN

"Our leader must be released
and we must go back to the ne-
gotiation tutlv." Massaquoi
Still].

shortly afterwards, the gov-
ernment laid down its own con-
ditions to be met before it would
be prepared to sign a peace deal,
although it said it was "gener-
ally committed” to the Lome
peace accord signed with the
RUF last vear

That accord was the basis for
the relative peace whiich reigned
in the West African country un-
til clashes broke out last week
between rebels and UN peace-
keepers.

The government's condi-
tions luukiu:iv the "lmmediate”
release "without conditions” ol
peacekeepers Iupl.fl

r

set out under the Lome accord

t_nnnr.iml a pledge from the RUF
lor a
armed groups,
said

ately”

ment,
dio,
tentions towards Sankoh,
is being held at an undisclosed
location

captured 500 UN peacekeepers
carlier this month,
hiding since rebels opened fire

on protestors outside his house,
|i -

hostage by the rebels, the re-
lease of all civilians, an end to
rebel attacks and a withdrawal
by the rebels to their positions

The pgovernment also de-
‘rapid” disarmanent of all
in a process it
should "begin fmmedi-
But the government's state-
read out on national ra-
made no mention of {ts in-
who

Sankoh, whose fighters

had been in

Council of Europe’s
council approved Friday a se-

measures to the body's
bers on pursuing traffickers,
preventing sex tourismn and pro-
tecting
groups of victims.

Rebels stage
grenade attack
In Srinagar

SRINAGAR, India. May 20 :
Suspected Mushim militants
staged a grenade attack in the
Kashmir summer capital Sri-
nagar, injuring four policemen
and three civilians, police and
witnesses said today, reports
AFP

The attackers tossed a hand
grenade at a paramilitary ve-
hicle near a busy bus stand at
Srinagar's Batamaloo quarter
late Frids 1y, injuring four mem-
bers of the federal riot police
and three pedestrians, one of
whom is in a critical condition.

The paramilitary (troops
were escorting a private televi-
sion team, which was filming
in the area

The explosion sparked panic
among HII.HI‘!HF':"EE[’S and street
vendors who abandoned their
shops and Kkiosks, wilnesses
said

Council of Europe
adopts steps
against human

trafficking
STRASBOURG, May 20 : The
ministerial

ries of measures aimed at fight-

ing against the trafficking of
people and the sexual exploita-

tion of women, children and
teenagers, reports AFP.
In a recommendation. the

council proposed a series of
41 mem-

the most vulnerable

The move is one of the first

attempts at internationally co-
ordinating government's ac-
tions against sexual slavery
linked to organised crime.
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