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Take the Bull by the Horn

' MONG the ills that most poignantly portray

our lack of governance, the worst one must be
the mushrooming of so-called offices on public
lands in the city under the banner of political
parties. Front organisations of political parties
and various clubs claiming linkage to them
encroach on public land including pavements (o
set up their illegal structures. So tendentious has
all this become that youngsters even with a
fictitious sign-board of a party front organisation
might dare it.

This scourge of illegal occupation is demonstra-
bly disdainful of the law of the land, let alone in-
fecting others with the disease. But quite apart
from undermining the law, it vitiates the atmo-
sphere with loud mouthed arrogance of power, de-
generates Into extortionist behaviour and occa-
sionally leads up to violent flare-ups.

It is the activists of the ruling party front organ-
isations who are at the lead in such occupation
bids. There are places they took over on their par-
tv's ascension to power forcing the activists of the
former ruling party into hibernation. In the last
couple of years the ruling party followers have
monopolised this with their rivals being on the
sideline maintaining a presence behind, maybe, an
‘innocuous-looking' sign-board.

What is the answer to the resurgence of this dia-
bolic office or club culture? The Dhaka City Corpo-
ration with the police by their side had launched a
special drive in October 1998 that met with a de-
gree of success, evidently a very short-lived one. It
is said that since the bulldozers did not scoop up
the rubble and dump it at a safe distance the brick
and mortars strewn around helped the evictees re-
group and reconstruct subsequently.

To our understanding, the important moral of
the story, however, lies in the fact that the demoli-
tion effort of 1998 achieved a modicum of success
because it did neither spare the illegal offices of the
ruling party front organisations nor those of the
opposition party followers. And how did that hap-
pen? The move could then cut across party lines
only because the city supremoes of both the parties
agreed to carry it out regardless of whose support-
ers were 'affected thereby'.

Let's revive that bi-partisan spirited resolve to
take the bull of illegal occupation of public land by

the horn.
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in the Air?
IGHTLY or wrongly, air passengers, on
domestic or international route, might think
twice before booking for a flight with Bangladesh
Biman. The balance sheet every vear would testify
to.-that. Apart. from services that leave room for
improvement, especially in the punctuality area,
orie of the major passenger-repellents is possibly

the dilapidated air fleet operated in the domestic
and regional sectors. Each of them is running on

extended lease of life. having landed in Biman's
ownership after more than one detour. The number
of mishaps bears testimony to it. The tragic air-
crash of the Dhaka-Chittagong flight near the Zia
International Airport in the early eighties aside,
there have been too many operational hiccups to
inspire the slightest sense of on-board security for
passengers.

Against such a grim backdrop, comes the news
that one Biman F-28 has been on the sick bay in
Calcutta since May 16 and although a team of 15
engineers has flown to the West Bengal capital, it is
still uncertain when the aircraft will be back in
air.

That is, however, not the central issue here;
what certainly is so, happens to be the procure-
ment of dilapidated aeroplanes from time to time.
There may be financial constraints, we agree; but
does it justify putting the lives of hundreds of peo-
ple in jeopardy? It seems that the government re-
fuses to learn from experience. Two aircraft of
1978 and 1979 vintage were bought after a similar
one almost crashed in Sylhet. In our view, there is
a grey area in the whole procurement process
which needs to be closely looked at.

If Biman cannot ensure safe flight to the passen-
gers, it better discontinue some domestic flights
until such time as new aircraft are purchased and
commissioned after exhaustive reliability checks.

Murder at Matrichhaya

BU Bayazid Mohammed Ummid, 12, a student
of class VI of Matrichhaya Pre-Cadet School at
Madhubagh in the city, was called out of his room
on Wednesday night by his seniors and ruthlessly
beaten to death. The allegation was that Bayazid
stole some mangoes from their rooms. Although he
pleaded innocence he was murdered and left on the
staircase. The body was recovered the next day by
the police on receipt of the information from the
teachers. Ramna police said the boy died in the
early hours of Thursday.

Bayazid was the son of Abu Jafar M Saleh of
Agaljhara in Barisal district who had left the boy
to the care of the school authorities hoping for the
best. They were supposed to pay special attention to
those coming from distant places. It is hard to be-
lieve that a gang of ruffians could have killed a boy
without a hue and cry being raised by the victim
and heard by others in the vicinity. The residents
of the dorm might have been scared by the culprits
to keep quiet: but may we ask what was the super or
the person in charge, whoever he may be, doing?
Why was the police informed so late and why did
the teachers tried in the FIR to prove that Bayazid
died of bleeding in the nose when they knew that
autopsy would be done on the unfortunate child?

Bayazid's murder has given rise to a very dis-
turbing question: where are our children going to?
If this trend of reprisals, resulting in the killing of
innocent people, is not put to halt by the authority,
this country is really racing towards a chaotic fu-
ture where soclal peace and security of life will be
in total danger. We strongly urge the police to
launch a vigorous investigation into this brutal
incident, hrin%ing the delinquents and those who

are trying to abet and hide facts to justice. We con-
dole Bayazid's tragic death and offer our heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved family.
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State of the Subcontinent: A Bird's Eye Viex

Q CCORDING to India's na-
tional census comumis-
sion's popula-tion clock,
the bllllnnlg Indian, a girl
named Aastha, was born on
May 11, this year. One wishes
the new born a long and pros-

erous life., But one cannot, at
he same time, help the thought
that she will be growing up in,
perhaps potentially, the most
dangerous region of the world,
where a fifth of the world's
population live, more than half
of them below the poverty line,
That Is not all. This region now
contains two nuclear countries,
India and Pakistan, who have
been at hammer and tnnf,s with
each othér, in varving degrees
of intensity, ever since thelr n-
dependence fifty years ago, To-
day they do not even leave the
world too confident that they
will forever be in their best of
nuclear behaviour. Since Kargil
and General Parvez Musharrafl’'s
nssumFtlnn of power in Pak-
istan, far from talking rcace.
the two countries seem hardly
in speaking terms. In fact they
are today further from each
other than they have ever been
in discussing Kashmir, the can-
cer that has cost, not only them,
but also this entire region so
dear.

For the first time since its
formation in Dhaka in 1985,
SAARC has gone, into a near to-
tal ilmbo due to the uncertainty
about the Kathmandu Summit.
This regional forum that has at
least occasionally served as a
talking shop, today lies pathet-
ically deserted. The irony would
not have been lost on many that
only the other day, an earnest
and heated debate raged in the
Upper House.of the Indian Par-
liament” between the BJP and
the Congress, not about finding
ways to peace but about the
comparative measure of India's
performance in the Kargil con-
flict and in the 1971 Indo-Pak-
istan war! The debate ulti-
mately led to a walk-out by the
Congress, Mr Advani, the Home
Minister of the BJP holding
forth that Kargil was both a
diplomatic and military tri-
umph  for India and Karan

LADIMIR Putin has

recently taken oath as

the President of Russlia.
He was elected to this high
office of the country on March
26. He is currently charting
Russia’'s future strategy. The
former spy of the erstwhile
great communist power Soviet
Union has risen (o the current
position in a spectacular man-
ner. Few in the country heard
his name at the national level
except when former president
Boris Yeltsin surprisingly
chose as the prime minister of
the country in August last year.
His tenure as prime minister
under Yeltsin was a short one as
he stepped into the shoes of
Yeltsin when the latter resigned
on December 31, last year. This
raised eyebrows in many circles
across the world.

True, Yeltsin had exhausted
two terms as president granted
by Russian constitution and the
election was due in mid-2000,
but his abrupt resignation had
taken many by surprise. It was
equally true that because of
failing health and reliance on
new prime minister, Vladimir
Putin, several quarters thought
he might not complete his full
term and choose to resign ear-
lier than expected. Still,
Yeltsin's dramatic announce-
ment to disappear from the
scene from the first day of the
new century contrasted previ-
ous assessments.

When Vliadimir Putin took
oath as the second democrati-
cally elected president of the
Russian federation - only after
Boris Yeltsin the man who
picked him up from obscurity
for the position of premiership,

The 'go it alone' and the 'go against each other' approach of the two principal state actors of this
region, viz, India and Pakistan, in building up linkages with the rest of the world, will not help
the desired goal as much it would, if these two countries in particular and this region in general
did it together. SAARC lends a useful forum to achieve that. Rendering it impotent on account
of bilateral differences mitigates against the vital long term interests of all

South-Asian countries, big and small.
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Singh the veteran Congress
leader and one time Crown
prince of Kashmir opining that
Advanli's claim 'berated’ India's
victory' in the 1971 war, a mili-
tary trivmph which according
to the wise ex-prince, led to the
birth of a nation. The heated
exchanges between the two [g-
nored two basic facts that would
have made their ire worth their
while. These are that, after all it
is Kashmir that had caused
Kargil and so much of misery
both before and after, and that
Bangladesh was born because
that was our national aspira-
tion for which no sacrifice was
too great for us and not because
India had found it fit to help the
process.

In Pakistan, on the other
hand, there is, alas no parlia-
ment where public views can at
least be le::{i. for whatever they
are worth. Pakistan's official
views are made public through
statements by the Chief Execu-
tive and at times by lesser mor-
tals. Coming from a man In
uniform and his military and
civilian cohorts, these lack the
flexibility of political postur-
ings and lead to the blind alley
of confrontation. The recent
judgement of Pakistan's Sup-
reme Court has now put the
stamp of a make believe legality
on the military takeover and
the present political dispensa-
tion in Pakistan is likely to last
at least another three years.
This does not, other concerns
apart, augur well for a turn
around In Indo-Pakistan rela-
tions in the foreseeable future.

What is the lie of the land,
beyond India and Pakistan in
the subcontinent? In the eu-
phoric days of the early
nineties, the people of Nepal,
Pakistan and Bangladesh adop-
ted the parliamentary form of

Putin, Problems and Promises
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government in their respective
countries around the same
period. Democracy s con-
taglous or so one hopefully
thought in those heady days.

That euphoria has now given '

way to despair. Pakistan has
demonstrated that in this re-
gion It Is yet premature (o as-
sume that military take over is
a thing of the past. In Nepal the
game of political musical

chairs being played by un-
scrupulous politicians makes a
mockery of democracy. In the
south of the country, where dis-
gruntled people have take to

American Embassy for him to
see, as he was advised not to
venture out. One cannot view
this merely as a sign of over
caution on the part ol the Amer-
icans about the security of their
President. After all during his
trip he experienced a fair degree
of public exposure in India. The
security concern in Bangladesh
was obviously of a special na-
ture.

Further down the peninsula,
Sri Lanka continues to bleed in
a civil war getting bloodier by
the day. The slrugfle for a
Tamil National State has rami-

rankly Speaking...
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arms, a low intensity guerilla
warfare IS now being waged.
Bangladesh Is now a nation
divided where there is an al-
most total political impasse
created by professional politi-
cians who are taking the people
for granted. If this situation en-
dures, the future of democracy
in this country will be at stake.
The law and order situation in
the country has reached its
nadir. More people |(n
Bangladesh today die of vio-
lence and lawlessness than in
any other time In its turbulent
history. The security situation
is alarming to the extent that In
spite of the tremendous public
interest in President Clinton, 'a
little Bangladesh' had to be cre-
ated within the four walls of the

fications beyond the frontiers
of Sri Lanka, rendering the
country's South Aslan partners
impotent to intervene individu-
ally or collectively in an effec-
tive manner. Sadly, the Sin-
halas and the Tamils seem to be
destined to fight It out till one
side or another gives in. Sri
Lanka thus is set for a pro-
tracted period of strife and if
Kashmir Is any pointer, this
may last through decades.

The biggest victim of all this
Is the overall development of
South Asia, inhabited by a bil-
lion and a half people, who in
spite of their present poverty,
have the capacity to contribute
substantially to human
progress in the current century
and beyond. The tragedy of this
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region is that unlike many
other regions of the world we
have ceased to attach priority to
intra regional Interactions. As
a result, reglonal development,
both human and Infrastruc-
tural, remains stymied. For in-
stance, communications among
our countries s still at a primi-
tive state. Not even all our capi-
tals are yvet connected by direct
air services. Such Is the state pf
inter-state relations that far

from bullding inter-country
physical contacts, we do not
even exploit the existing facili-
ties. So much so that though
road network has existed for
centuries, the commencement
of bus services between Lahore
and Delhi and Dhaka and Cal-
cutta made jubilant headlines!
It Is impossible even to conceive
of travelling overland from
Dhaka to Lahore, via Delhti,
over the road. that Sher Shah
built as early as the sixteenth
century. Starting a Dhaka-
Thimpu bus service, If and
when it comes through, is likely
to be regarded as a major
diplomatic triumph, although a
picturesque and perfectly ser-
viceable land route exisis be-
tween the two capitals. Travel-
llng over the Bangabandhu
bri %c by car, one can now set
,off from Dhaka after early
breakfast and have a satisfying
‘Momo' dinner in Thimpu on
the same day provided of course
the lengthy and inexplicable
transport and border formali-
ties allow it.

Then one only has to take
note of the ever increasing
number of South Asian expa-
triates, who now contribute to
development in economics, lit-
erature, medicine, information
technology, philosophy, sci-
ence, even in culinary matters,
and in many other areas of hu-

Viadimir Putin in Russia has many problems to solve. People are depending on him. And it
remains to be seen how he faces or resolves the problems as he strives to take Russia to
a new height. The task is Herculean, but people's hopes are high.

was besides him. Yeltsin was on
the verge of tears on the day.
Putin had not only established
himself as a strong leader
within a short span of time but
also raised image of Yeltsin be-
cause he had chosen Putin for
the high level political posi-
tion.' It was in the fitness of
things that new president
Vladimir Putin had not forgot-
ten his predecessor, who helped
to be catapulted to the zenith of
success, to be invited in the
swearing-in ceremony.

The emergence of the Rus-
sian Federation through a
stunning transformation of a
communist society and disinte-
gration of the Soviet Union -
represents an important chap-
ter in world history. Who had
really thought even a year be-
fore the disintegration of the
Soviet Union that it would col-
lapse and several independent
nations would emerge! Cer-
tainly, the Soviet Union, the
country of V. I. Lenin, was the
embodiment of socialism. And
its disintegration was a severe
setback to the entire commu-
nist philosophy. But this situa-
tion notwithstanding. it will be
a folly to assume that socialism
as such has collapsed. China,
Vietnam and Cuba are there in
the picture despite the demise of
communism in the Soviet
Union. The ideology itself is
very much in existence across
the world. Even in the present-
day Russia, the communists are
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gaining strength in the multi-
party system.

[ had the occasion to be in
Moscow and Leningrad in 1991
- only months before the
startling changes. Mikhail
Gorbachev was still at the helm,
but things were discernible
about the coming metamor-
phosis even though the magni-
tude of changes was unbeliev-
able. Within weeks of our depar-
ture from Moscow there was a
failed coup led by the then vice-

the country went through
phases of political and eco-
nomic experiments. The coun-
try had to cope with the new
system supported by the West.
Yeltsin landed from one prob-
lem to another but largely re-
~mained firm in the saddle. He

. appointed several people as

rrime ministers and lastly re-
ied on Vladimir Putin, most
unknown of all.

Putin’'s grandfather was the
cook of Lenin and Putin spent
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president of the country against
President Gorbachev, whose
role in the whole pattern of po-
litical and economic changes is
viewed with scepticism as far
his sincerity to retain the So-
viet Union was concerned.
Anyway, the turmoil that was
to follow brought Brois Yeltsin
in power as president and he
served nearly two four-year
terms as the head of the state
before getting out of the scene.
Yeltsin may have earned
laurels as the first elected pres-
ident of Russia, but he has also
confronted many problems, as

several years as a spy leader in
the erstwhile East Germany. Re-
turning home, he got involved
with politics under the former
Mayor of Leningrad. When in
Leningrad, he was spotted as a
calm but intelligent person by
Yeltsin. He was brought to
Kremlin to shoulder security-
related responsibilities and was
later made prime minister. Rest
of the story is well known.
During the last two years of
his tenure, Yeltsin mostly spent
in hospitals because of ill
health. The prime ministers he
had chosen were mostly notable

persons like Primakhov who
got embroiled in political
polemics. Yeltsin felt the state
apparatus suffered due to this.
He went on searching for a per-
son who would mean business.

And he found Putin. Putin with.
his wisdom and tenacity as an

intelligence: man identified the

problems and concentrated in

the problems. The Chechnya
tangle gave him a unique oppor-
tunity to show his firmness.
And this helped him to earn the
confidence of a populace whose
one-time pride as a superpower
was at an abysmally low level.

Putin went all-out against
the rebellious Republic which
had enjoyed de facto indepen-
dence and was firm to get it
back within the Russian do-
main. Putin got people's sup-
port. They found in him a great
“hero”™ hell-bent on reviving
Russian glory. The timing also
synchronised with his new
presidency.

Yeltsin also believed that his
confidant successor would give
him the support to save him
from charges of corruption and
other failures. The communists
in the Duma had initiated im-
peachment proceedings against
him but the bid failed due to
lack of majority. It was no
wonder that the former presi-
dent was on the verge of tears at
the oath-taking ceremony of
the new president because he
had enough reason of being
overwhelmed.
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man endeavour and achieos
ment. The question Is as (o wi.
cannot they do so from the .

reglon, Answers may vz
the principal underlying res.
is that the countries of the g
continent, for reasons of (.
regional conflicts and rivajpe.

do not have the Inclination -

will to undertake human ana
economic development of tpie
reglon through mutual |
tions and cooperation. This
ane

of this region, who, cg
quently look without for
shoul

With the collapse of commmy,
nism the so called | 5
states have disappeared and 4
global unipolar pattern
emerged marked

supremacy of the Unit
This severely restricts
fnrl manoeuvrability for
veloping countries e

should unitedly work‘}gicg
more equitable Internationay
system that 1akes into accoyny
the new economic, gropolitical
and demographie realities. The
‘go it alone’ and the °

: £0 against
each other’ approach of the twyg
h

principal state actors of this re.

glon, viz, India and Pakistap,
in building up linkages with the
rest of the world, will not lie|
the desired goal as much g
would, if these two countries i
particular and this region ip
- general did it together 'SAARC
ends a useful forum to achjeye
that. Rendering It impotent o
account of bilateral cﬁl‘erm
mitigates against the vital long
term interests of all South-
Aslan countries, big and smal]
For, in a multipolar world of
tomorrow, this region, standing
united, does possess the poten.
tiality and cohesiveness to be.

come a ‘pole’ unto itself. -

India's mercurial Defense
Minister declared the other
his country’'s strategic intent on
becoming more than a regjonal
power. Representing a sirife
torn and divided region, he
may, not withstanding India's
new found nuclear status and
remarkable technological
progress, find the going tough.

Putin, 47, has been building
up political momentum to put
things in right direction. But
there were too many problems.
The Chechnya imbroglio is far
from being totally over though
he succeeded in quelling the
rebels who are determined to
continue their struggle, His un-

derstanding with Europe and
rest of the democratic world is
at strain because of the human
_rights abuses in Chechnya. He
“has either to fully contain the
‘situation there or refrain from
taking repressive measures that
may amounted to human rights
violations. Putin is a novice in
the important economic sector,
He has not assured much in this
area during presidential polls
because his role in Chechnya
overshadowed everything. But
the hard realities are surfacing
and economy plays a vital role
in the life of the Russians.
Things are being compared with
that of the communist time. He
has appointed Mikhail
Kasyanov as the prime minister
who has the support of the par-
liament. He has retained the
key ministers in their posts af-
ter unveiling a radical change
in parliament that would give
Kremlin much power to deal
with the powerful regional gov-
ernors. He seeks power from
parliament to fire the governors
who may give him trouble.
Putin has other problems as
well. It remains to be seen how
he faces or resolves them as he
strives to take Russia to a new
height of past glory. The task is
no doubt Herculean. He has
come in the scene at a particu-
lar time when hopes and aspi-
rations of the people are high.

CEC and BNP

Sir, Though the BNP Secre-
tary General is gloating over the
departure of the former CEC, |
think it is a sad matter for the
country. When a senior bureau-
crat is reluctant to perform his
duty it is either because he is
too sick or feels let down by a
vested quarter of some sort.
But what astonishes one most is
the attitude of BNP in the mat-
ter of selecting a new CEC. In
stead of coming forward to solve
the crisis they are eagerly wait-
ing at the prospect of a new 'is-
sue'? Even Mr. Saifur Rahman,
who is respected by people of
other (political) beliefs for his
stralghtforwardness and ethical
stands, is talking in a strange
way. He has suggested the
President to take initiative for a
discussion on the matter. But
I'm sure he is learned enough to
know that, according to the
Constitution, it Is a prerogative
of the head of government to
recommend’ a name to the
President and the latter {s
obliged to agree. Or was |t
something different earlier?

A Reader
Dhaka

NSU and O’ Level

examination

o>lr, The O Level Examina-
tion of May 2000 Is being held
in many exam centers includ-
ing the North South University.
A number of schools have their
seats at NSU. But it s quite
amazing that a high cost uni-
versity like NSU has a non-
functioning AC system, Dhaka
is presently experiencing intol-
erable heat wave. And in the
NSU, the O' Level examinees are
given seats in the auditorium
which has an apparently Inac-
tive AC system. Unfortunately,

b

the auditorium has no fan ei-
ther. On the first day during the
math exam the students had to
suffer immensely in this swel-
tering heat. Due to humidity,
the students were drenching in
sweat and thereby flacing im-
mense difficulty in writing. The
auditorium did not even have
windows for natural airflow.
Therefore, the room turned out
to be a virtual hell with the stu-
dents sweating and the exam

wet with sweat
om the forehead
and hands. It was a pitiable and
suffocating situation. NSU
should have been equipped
Fro‘ﬁ)erly before accepting to
10ld public exams like O' Level
and such in their venue.
Through this letter we would
like to request the NSU author-
ity to immediately make their
AC system functional with
proper ventilation in their

papers getlinF,
chops falllnf; r
t

exam halls and provide addi-
tional stand fan to avoid the
examinees falling sick.

A student’'s mother
Dhaka

“Reliable BTV
news”

Sir. This refers to the letter
of Mr. S. M. Enayetur Raheem

inaccuracies and misleadin
simplify a complex issue, an

out testing in a coordinate

alone is not practical, as many
with fertilisers, pesticides, etc.

| Shahida Azfar
Representative
UNICEF, Bangladesh

supporting health worker training

The issue Is technologically an

e are workin

UNICEF clarifies...

Sir, The Daily Star article of 19 May 2000 on arsenic in Bangladesh contained several major
statements, and unfortunately has tended to sensationalise and
draw incorrect conclusions.

Moreover, the writer alleged that "UNICEF continues to sell test kits™. This is completely false
and we demand a retraction of this statement. UNICEF does not sell arsenic test kits, and never
has. We procure them andJ)rnvide them free of cost to Government ahd NGO field workers to carry

manner. We also strongly disagree with the writer that it is a “waste of

time” to test wells - in fact, testing determines which wells continue to provide water safe from
arsenic, Results from the national survey conducted by DPHE show that 29 per cent of wells tested
contained arsenic at levels above the national standard, which means that seven out of ten wells
tested were safe, and, with continuous monitoring, would be a viable source of safe water. Your
writer incorrectly reversed the ratio, stating that "70 per cent of the people are already affected
with arsenic”. Such incorrect statements that are not backed up by scientific evidence create wron
impressions, and in such a highly charged environment, can contribute to panic. UNICEF an
other development partners have always strived to take action based on the best most accurate
information avallable. For more than two decades, UNICEF has given support to provide safe
drinking water that prevented cholera and diarrhoeal epidemics, and this contributed to a sharp
reduction in infant deaths. Now, in response to the arsenic problem, we are working seriously with
our partners to find approaches and solutions to ensure that familles are safe from arsenic as well.
These actions include testing to accurately identify safe wells and to help prevent drinking
contaminated water; identifying socially acceptable and affordable alternative safe water options:
and the development of treatment for arsenic patients and
community-based rehabllitation for them; and providing people with the information they need
on the threat of arsenic and what steps they can take to ensure that they use safe water.
operationally complex. A complete switch to surface water
nds are used for fish culture, and have further been contaminated
all-out with partners to explore all possible options
| for safe water - from surface sources, underground or rainwater—and ultimately it will be
community members who decide which are the most viable. That Is why UNICEF and our partners
| have chosen an approach that bulilds the capacity of community-level workers, including village
health workers and woman credit scheme members. If there Is any country in the world where this
community-based approach is most appropriate, it (s clearly Bangladesh, with her strong and
dynamic civil society. We all have a collective responsibility to support arsenic mitigation
activities and there is clearly a need for urgent, co-ordinated action, and a well-informed,
responsible media. This Is a race against time, and many lives hang in the balance.
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published in your letter column
under the above heading regard-
ing a BTV news item. In the let-
ter Mr. Raheem apprehended
that I am related with BTV
somehow. But it does not matter
who I am, does it? The impor-
tant thing is, whether Mr Ra-
heem'’s accusation about BTV on
the particular news item was
based on fact or not. I am happy
that Mr Raheem had confessed
that he only listened to the
headlines, not the whole news.
But again I'm sorry to say that
he is not an attentive listener as
the headline of the said item
went as follows: "At least 28
people were killed and over 100
missing in two separate launch
capsize in the river Meghna.”
"28 people killed” clearly indi-
cates that 28 dead bodies were
found.

And about "experience” that
Mr Raheem mentioned in his
last letter, I agree that it does
not always reflect "creativity".
But I must say ‘experience ‘ al-
ways goes hand in hand with
objectivity and accuracy. An
experienced journalist may not
disclose or may suppress many
things, but can never
speak /write baseless news.

Anyway, it is heartening to
learn that we are very much
concerned about our broadcast
media.

Nima Ha;]
Mirpur. Dhaka

Vulture and swan

Sir, Citizens of this land are
presently left with a law and
order situation to grapple with
that they have never experi-
enced in the past. Even their
predecessors did not hear of
such situation during the for-
eign domination. Now a days
national dailies cannot publish

a single issue without report/s
on horrific crime. Though
stringent new laws have been
passed to deal with violators of
the specified act of lawlessness,
newspapers report that this law
is not being assiduously applied
against every (?) offender. It is,
however, a different story when
the rulers and the law enforcers
themselves are involved in such
crimes. The latter group of ac-
cused are often overlooked,
viewed leniently or exempted
from legal action. As far as the
authorities are concerned,
seemingly, these acts are not
really violent and cannot be
construed as acts of lawless-
ness. Non-partisan national
dailies and weeklies are full of
stories of this nature.

It is for some time that a rid-
dle is bugging me. The readers
may have the answer. Which of
the following combination,
they think, meaningful for
Bangladesh.

Vulture as a king with swans
as advisers.

Swan as a king with vultures
as advisers.

Vulture as a King
tures as advisers.

with vul-

Vox Pop
Dhaka

Withdraw VAT on

Internet use

Sir. This letter is aimed to
draw the attention of our Fi-
nance Minister SAMS Kibria. 1
would like to request him to
withdraw the VAT and other
taxes on the Internet and e-mail
in the coming budget and take
necessary steps to t our IT

An Internet user
Dhaka
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