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Arsenic level alarming in 3 dist

By Staff Correspondent

Lives of rural people of Siraj-
ﬁﬂllj. Jhenldah and Barisal
istricts are at great risk fol-
lowing arsenic contamination
in groundwater.

Our Sirajganj correspondent
says: Water of a huge number of
tubewells in all nine upazilas ol
Sirajgan] district have been
fﬂllll& contaminated by the
deadly arsenic.

Local Public Health Engi-
neering Department (PHED)
sources saild water of almost
200 tubewells are arsenic con-
taminated. The affected areas
are: Chowhall, Belkuchl,
Raigonj, Kazipur and Sirajgan)
Sadar upazila.

Local PHED had been asked
to check the tubewells of ditler-
ent places in 16 districts under
the northern region in January

this year. :
Following the order PHED

checked water of the tubewells
every where till last March and
have and sent water samples to
Rajshahi Reglonal Research
Centre to confirm whether wa-
ter of the sample carry arsenic
or not.

After examination, over 200
tubewells of the above men-
tioned five upazilas have al-
ready been sealed off. Of those, a
tubewell belonging to Chowhall
Upazila Parishad showed ex-
cessive arsenic level. Arsenic
had also been found in the
tubewell water situated at
Belkuchi Upazila Public Health
Complex. Some pPeErsons have
already been attacked by ar-
senic in Kazipur upazila. Ar-
senic has been found to a great
extent in the surrounding areas
of Fuljhor Degree College under
Nalka union in Raigon| upazila
Four tubewells of Chhongachha
union under Sirajganj Sadar
Upazila have also been sealed
off. PHED installed two 300 feet
deep tubewells there.

Ranjan Kumar Pal, Sub-As-
stt. Engineer ol PHED told this

correspondent that arsenic has

been found in Ranigram Md-
hava Para and Janpur under
Sirajganj Sadar Upazila lasin
Ali. 23, of village Janpur have

arsenic.

been serfously aflected by ar-
sente.

Meanwhile, PHED found out
a new technology to set up 1000
feet deep tubewells in those ar-
cas to protect from arsenic.
Each such tubewell costs TK.
4,500 for installation. But poor
people can not aflord the higher
cost of installation ol such
tubewells.

The authorities concerned
should spend required amount
of money for this purposes to
protect poor people from ar-
seniec contamination,

[t is learnt that many people
are now gripped with panic ol
hey are collecting
water (ronn ponds and other wa-
ter bodies now

Our Jhenidah correspondent
says: People of Mohespur mu-
nicipal area in Jbenidah dis-
trict have been compelled to
drink arsenic contaminated
water finding no other alterna-
tive, an oflicial of PHED said.

Mohespur thana is about 55
kilometres south or south-west
of Jhenidah district headquar-
ters with a population of about
25 thousand. Number of village
under Mohespur Municipality
{s 16 and the total area is only
7.77 square Kilometre. Number

of households is 5.530.

But it is a matter of great re-

gret that 400 families are pro-
vided with pure drinking
facilities. Of them 300 families
are getting water supply from
two deep tubewells of PHED and
rest 50 families with 11 stand-
post (road side) tubewells of the
same department.

waler

When this correspondent

visited Jaminderpara, Patibila

and some parts of Mohespur
municipal area he saw many
people are collecting water from
'red marked” tubewells.
Housewife Latifa Begum, 55,
farmer Habi Mollah, 61, school
student Reshma Khatun, 14,

and Nupur, 7, of Jaminderpara

had been asked why they had
been collecting arsenic contam-
inated water from the danger
marked tubewells, they replied
that they had no other alterna-

tive due to poverty,

When contacted with Safiqul
Azam Khan (Chanchal),
Chalrman Mohespur Munici-
pality. he informed that the
people of his area had been
yoor. As a result they could not
ye provided with supplied water
arranged by PHED.

According to him, at least 90
per cent ordinary or shallow
tubewell waters In his area had
been containing arsenic con-
tamination. The Information
was gathered from a surve
conducted by NIPSOM in 1948,
Chanchal said.

Talking to Basanta Kumar
Joarder, Executive Engineer of
PHED, Jhenidah admitted told
(hat two tubewells had been in-
stalled in 1997 to provide pure
or arsenic-free water in Mohes-
pur municipal area with the
overnment money at a cost ol

aka 79 lakh, but PHED could
not extend the programime as
the 23 Town Development Pro-

amme ended in June 1997, 1t
ﬁTus been hampering the exten-
sion work to ensure pure drink-
ing water supply for the people
of Mohespur municipal area.
Further, only three machines
and a Sub-Assistant Engineer
(SAE) could not meet the re-
quiremients of the whole thaua
including Mohespur municipal-
ity, he added.

The Executive Engineer fur-
ther informed that water of
most of the tubewells had been
containing arsenic above per-
missible level of 0.05 mg per
litre of water. The people of ar-
senic affected area have been
advised to collect drinking wa-
ter from deep tubewells and
other sources. Furthermore,
government and non-govern-
ment organisations were re-
quested to motivate the people
in this respect. The people
should take sufficient vegeta-
bles and fruits to save them, the
engineer added.

PHED authorities, however,
could not give any information
about the actual figure ol pa-

-

Arsenic contamination a threat to nation

A little girl of village Jaminderpara under M
collecting arsenic contaminated water recently

tients suffering from arsenico-
sis in Mohespur municipal
area.

BSS from Barisal reports:
The number of arsenic stricken
people has been Increasing day
by day here as the ground water
could not be processed till now.

The number of arsenic
stricken people increases from
129 to 279 with the death toll 17
in different places here. This
number might increase within
five years if proper arsenlic
mitigation process could not be
introduced in the rural areas, a
survey report said

The Health Department con-
ducted a survey here in the
Charkaua areas on arsenic con-
taminated ground water and

found as many as 94 arsenic
stricken people there. Of them,
16 patients were found at South
Chair Aicha, elght in Dinar, 69
in Karnakathi and one in Char
Kalmi areas. Some 13 people of
houses of Mannan and Majed
Bhuiyvan are now arsenic
stricken patients. The dreadful
situations is prevailing in Kar-
nakhathi and Sapania under
Sadar upazila. Most of the ar-
senic stricken people of
Charkaua union are women
and children, 16 of the 42 pa-
tients are below 16 years age.
Meanwhile, a team of the
NGO forum conducted a survey

in 21 villages of Barisal Sadar,

Agailjhara, Bakergonj, Hizla
and Wazirpur upazila on ar-

ohespur municipal area in Jhenidah district
from a red marked tubewell.

—Star photo

senic contamination of the
ground water. The team detected
arsenic poison in 123 of 199
tubewells. The survey was con-
ducted In five villages in Sadar
upazila, two villages In Wazir-
pur, one village in Hizla, eight
villages in Bakergonj and five
villages in Agailjhara upazila.
ater of all the tubewells of
Purbakandi village under Hizla
upazila are found contamina-
tion with arsenic poison. Sini-
lar is the case of Natherkandli
village in Wazirpur upazila.
The NGO forum said 35 of the
59 villagers have been attacked
with arsenic polson as they
took tubewells water regularly.
The number of patients has
been increasing, they added.

Participants of a two-day Workshop on Nat
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ional Pages of the Daily Newspapers pose for a group photograph recently
sh (PIB) auditorium in Dhaka. A total of 23 journalists
in the PIB sponsored workshop. Z A M Khairuzzaman,
Daily Star in the workshop

as
Khadiza Begum
Mizanur Rahman, 20
Rahman
and Pinu Sarkar, 35

threw
man, 20, son of Belayet Hossain
of village Gangarampur under
Tala upazila on Januan

7 received acid injuries
in Satkhira last year

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, May 19: At least

seven people, including three
young girls, fell victim to acid
throwing in the district last
year

The victims were identified
Mashkura Khatun, 15,
14. Sabina, 11.
Habibur
b0, Debala Sarkar, 26

Unidentified
acid on

miscreanls
Mizanur Rah-

22.
1999, He was treated in local

hospital.

Mahkura Khatun. 15, daugh-

ter of Aizul Sardar of \.'illcig*‘

Jograjpur under Sadar upazila,
sustained burn injuries as one
of her neighbours threw acid on
her at night on February 10.

Family sources said the
neighbour, Mokhlesur Rah-
man, threw acid on the girl only
because the girl refused to ac-
cept the proposal by Mokhles
She was treated at Satkhira
Sadar Hospital. Police, how-
ever, arrested Mokhles

Two sisters- Khadija Khatun
and Sabina- suffered bum in-
jurles when unidentified mis-
creants threw acid on them on
May 3 night. The two, daughters
of Shawkat All of village
Chupria under Sadar vpazila,

Man chops wife
to death 1n
Chapainawabganj
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 19 A man
hacked his wife to death and in-

jured his son seriously on Sun-
day at village Hujrapur in Go-

mostapur upazila In Cha-
painawabgan| district

Police sald Shafiqul, 30,
locked in an altercation with

his wife Rawshan Ara, 25. on
the previous day and went to
bed. \

But in the early houars
Shafiqul attacked his wife and
the child with sharp weapon.
The victims were sleeping dur-
ing the attack. '

The wile died on the spot.
The boy, Khokon, 10, was ad-

mitted to Rajshahi.Medical Col-

lege Hospital.

sent him to jail,

class X and Sabina,
student of class V1 of local Lalsa
High School

were sleeping in their house
when ruffians threw acid with
syringe through widow.

Khadija. 14, is the student ol
11, is the

Villagers said Nazrul Islam,

whose marriage proposal was
rejected by Khadija, and his ac-
complice Shahidul Islam threw
acid on the girls

A 60-vear-old man received

acid injuries on May 7 at village

Rahimabad under Tala upazila.
He was identified as Habibur
Rahman

When the victim was return-
ing home from a nearby place at
night unidentified assailants
threw acid on him and melted
into darkness. Neighbours have

attributed the attack to dispute

over land.

In another incident, a couple
received serious burn injuries
at village Hadipur under Deb-
hata upazila.

Pinu Sarkar and his wife
Debala Sarkar received acid in-
juries at the dead of night ol
June 16. l-'nirlt?n!itivrr as-
sailants threw acid on them
when they were sleeping.

Advocate gets
life term 1n
rape case

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, May 19: A court
here has sentenced an advocate
to life term in prison in a rape
casc.

According to prosecution
story, a housewife was raped by
her landlord Advocate Mo-
hammad Ali Jinnah in absence
of her husband at night on De-
cember 29, 1998 at Hatchandra
in the town.

Following the incident a
case was field under Women and
Children Repression
(Prevention) Act.

Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge Court after examin-
ing witnesses and evidences
found Jinnah guilty and pro-
nounced the verdict on Sunday

Tk 11 cr loan disbursed
among landless people

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, May 19: Bangla-
desh Rural Development Board
(BRDB), Kushtia branch
disbursed Taka 11 crore loan
from July 1999 to April 2000 to
rehabilitate destitute and land-
less people.

The BRDB, Kushtia zone
comprising Kushtia, Chua-
danga and Meherpur districts

has disbursed the loans through

co-operative socteties to make
the poor self-reliant.

The loans have been dis-
bursed among people for cattle
rearing, sewing, vegetable culti-
vation and cottage industry.

The BRDB, which also pro-

vides training facilities for bor-

rowers, started its activities in
1973-74 fiscal year in 12 upazi-
las of Kushtia, Chuadanga and
Meherpur districts.

There are 1,287 co-operative

societies in the zone. Of them,

461 are for males and 826 for
female. About 11,986 males and
18.092 females are associated
with the societies, official
sources said.

According to BRDB rules,
day labourers and those who
have land below 50 decimals
are eligible for becoming meni-
bers of Samabai Samity (co-0p-
erative society) affiliated with
BRDB.

Police arrested Shaliqul and

Faces of talents

BARISAL, May 19: A total of
434 students including 164 girls
have been awarded junioi
scholarships here recently, re-
ports BSS.

Of the total, 123 students in-
cluding 51 girls have been
awarded talent pool scholar-
ships under Barisal division.

The tenure of the scholar-
ship is for two years beginning
from January 1. 2000

Another report says: A total
of 922 students were awarded
primary scholarships from six
southern districts under
Barisal division during this
current academic session.

According to deputy director
office sources, of the total, 188
students including girl students
were awarded talent pool grade
scholarships while 734 general
grade scholarships this vear.
The tenure of the scholarships
is three years only.

A total of 30.414 students
including 14,181 girl students
appeared in this examination
from 40 centres of 38 Unions of
six southern districts of
Barisal, Jhalakathi, Bhola.
Pirojpur, Patuakhali and Bar-
guna on December 19 and De-
cember 20,1999 last,

Of the total students, 8,242
students including 2,348 girls
caine out successfully this year

in the examination of primary
scholarship.

The percentage of pass was
almost 27 only.

The value of each of the tal-
ent pool scholarship is Taka

125 per month and a lump sumni

grant of Taka 100 annually
while the value of each of the
general grade scholarship Is
Taka 50 per month and a lump
sum grant of Taka 30 annually.

Of the total, 49 talent pool
and 90 general grade scholar-
ships were awarded in Barisal
district, 38 talent pool and 108
general grade scholarships in
Pirojpur, 19 talent pool and 74
general grade scholarships in
Jhalakathi, 21 talent 11{”;1 and
88 general grade scholarships
in Barguna, 35 talent pool and
138 general grade scholarships
in Patuakhali and 30 talent
pool and 136 general grade
scholarships in Bhola districts,

Paray, Prince
Our Satkhira Correspondent

says: Mahalizur Rahman
(Parag) and Mostalizur Rahman
((Prince) sceured talent pool and
general grade .-.{-Ilr;lnrhiu]m re-
spectively from Nimtala Non-
government Priniary School at
Nimtala In Tala thana

Parag and Prince are the two
sons of Mosharraf Hossam and
foavin Akhtar o village
Chhoygharia in the Sadar

thana.

Our Moul-
vibazar Corre-
spondent says:
Musammat
Tahia Talsia
(Bilkis) of Al
Amzad Gov-
ernment Girls'
High School.
Moulvibazar,
secured junior
scholarship in L

talent pool of class VII this
year.

She |s the daughter of Md
Abdul Musabbir, an officer ol
National Security Intelligence

(NSI) working at Moulvibazar

and Mrs Anupama Begum, a
housewife. Her home village is

Richi under the sadar upazila ol
Bilkis seeks

Habiganj district.
blessings from all.
Our Jhenidah
Correspondent
says: Rupall
Khatun stood
first among
girl students in
funior schol-
arship in Sai-
Ikupa thana in
Jenidal

ili1s-

Irict Sl ap
peared from  Sallkupa pilol

pgirls ligh = hoaol

Fupall also obtained

Khatun is a housewife,

serve the distressed humanity.,

pri-
mary scholarship in talent pool
in 1996, Her father Ashrafuddin
® an Inspector in the health
department and mother Nazma
She
wants to become a doctor to

Hot spell claims
three lives
From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, May 19: Three
persons died here due to current
hot spell.

Asia, 55, wife of Bahaz Ali of
vlllu%e Chowhali Upazila died
on May 14 due to unbearable
heat. Two others died in Siraj-

anj General Hospital In two
days. Normal life has been
paralysed for the last few days.
The worst sufferers are poor
people.

WB team visits
Sirajganj

A three-member team of
World Bank (WB) saw the
|:rugl1‘rrss of Shailabari groyne
work recently.

World Bank has been finarnc-
ing Tk 8 crore 21 lakh groyne
construction work. The dele-
gates are Rafiquzzaman repre-
sentative. World Bank, Breath
Show CRF-SMEC, Wahab, R-E-
SMEC, Superintending Engi-
neer of Water Development
Board (WDB) and the Executive
Engineer of WDB.

Relatives denied

road victim's
body

One seriously injured person
who was admitted to Sirajgan|
General Hospital after having
an accident succumbed to his
injuries.

But unfortunately he was
buried by Ekik Sangha, a social
welfare organisation of the
town as an unwanted dead body:.
The victim told his name Mo-
jibar Rahman to the Emergency
Department at the moment of
his admission in the hospital.

He hails from village Jajira
of Shariatpur district and a set-
tled trader in Dhaka on hearing
the news of his death, his rela-
tives came to take the dead
body, but the authorities con-
cerned did not hand it over.

On pressure the authorities
concerned later on let them
know that he had been buried at
the local Malshapara grave-
vard. Local people and the vic-
lim's relatives l:rcmnt- agitated
over the Incident. The accident
happened at Konabari point on
Dhaka-Bogra highway on last

| 28 April.

BCL man stabbed
to death 1n
Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent
JHENIDAH, May 19: An ac-
tivist of ruling Awaimi League-
backed Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) was stabbed to
death by unidentified as-
sailants in Mobarakganj Sug-
gar Mills Colony area under
Kaliganj upazila on Monday.
The victim was identified as
Parvez Hossain Dablu, 25.
Police said Dablu, an accused
BCL activist Reza murder case,
succumbed to his injuries in
Daulatdia Ghat area on his way
to Dhaka. '
Police arrested a young man,
identified as Rana, in this con-
nection.

Early execution

demanded

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Mayv 19: Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad
demanded early execution of
the Bangabandhu Murder Case
verdict.

People of the country want to
see the killers hanged, the for-
eign minister said on Sunday
here while addressing district
Awaini league conlerence,

Food Minister Amir Hossain
Amu was present as special

uest in the conference held at
Saroda Hall in the town.

Presided over by Syed Abu
Nosor, President of district unit
AL, the conference was ad-
dressed, among others, by De-
wan Farid Gazi MP, Syeda Ze-
bunnesa Haque MP. Nurul Is-
lam Nahid MP, Chairman of
Sylhet Municipality Badar Ud-
din Kamran, district leaders
[ftekhar Hossain Shamim and
Abdul Khaline Mayon.

Three pirates
arrested 1n
Satkhira
From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, May 19. After
exchanging gunshots police ar-
rested three pirates from a boat
in the Malancha river in the
Sundarbans area on Sunday.

Acting on a tip-off. police
raided the area and arrested the
pirates.

Sensing the presence of po-
lice pirates opened fire on them
After trading gunshots for an
hour police were successful to
arrest the pirates.

A case was filed in this con-
nection.,
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Family Day observed E
SHARIATPUR, May 19; International Family Day was !
served here on Monday hcﬂltl\r:rg,l‘y. reporis UNB. *ﬂh— J
On the occaslon, Social Welfare Department organiseq ¢
colourful rally and discussion meeting at Deput comm[.l%
er's conference room. DC Ibrahim Khan attended the meety,

g as
the chief guest which was presided over by SWD Depu nmﬂng‘. .
A B S Musa Mahmood. Y :

Azad visits flood affected areas

SUNAMGANJ, May 19: Foreign Minister Abdus Smnadm _
sald here on Thursday that election was the only way to Cha.ng

a democratically elected government, reports UNB. | o

¥
¥ i
i

the flood affected areas of Sallah, Deral and Jagannathpur up-
azillas. Referring to the sufferings of the people affected wm
flood, Azad said VGF card will remain in force till the next har.
vest and that the distribution of agricultural credit will cop. |
tinue., He said the government has taken special initiative for |
the development of Haor areas, A

Priority on science eduecation

PATUAKHALI, May 19: State Minister for Textile A K M Ja.
hangir Hussain has stressed the need for orienting the natiop
towards sclence and technology based education so thay
ggggladesh could be freed from hunger and poverty, reports

He was addressing a teacher-student rally here on Thu
The rallf was organised in connection with naming two l'ﬂl-:
dential halls — Sher-e-Bangla Hall and Begum Sufia Kama)
Hall — of the Sclence and Technology University here. The State
Minister said science and technology based education was ip.
evitable for turning the vast manpower Into potential human
resources,

He was addressing a public meeting at Sallah after mm;,g ﬂi

Workshop

NARAYANGANJ, May 19: State Minister for Women ang
Children Affairs Prof Zinnatunnesa Talukder on Wednes
sald the government of Sheikh Hasina Is Implementing na-
tional women development policy and plan of action (o ensure
women emguwerment and removing all disparities on women
reports BSS. :

“The newly enacted Women and Children Repression Control
Act, 2000 will play an effective role to combat repression on
women and children,” she said while inaugurating a day-long
workshop on “Position of Women in Family: Way of Removin
Discrimination and Violence on Women™ here. Organised by
Women Police Welfare Association, the function was addressed,
among others, by Narayanganj district Awami League president
Prof Nazma Rahman and Rehana Siddiqui.

Uplift projects progressing

RANGPUR, May 19: Work on 718 development projects is in
full swing in eight upazilas and two municipalities under Rang-
pur district, reports BSS.

District Relief and Disaster Management Department is im-
plementing the projects under Test Relief Programme of the
government. A total of 994 tons of wheat has been allocated for
implementing the projects in the dry season. The projects In-
clude repair and renovation of different roads and roads-cum-
embankments, earth work in different educational and reli-
gious institutions.

Harvesting of Boro begins

CHUADANGA, May 19: Harvesting of Boro paddy of the cur-
rent season in all the four upazilas here has begun recently. re-
ports BSS. ;

According to an official source, a total of 29.000 hectares
were brought under Boro cultivation during this season. It is ex-
pected that 1,27,000 tons of Boro paddy would be produced here
in this season. The harvesting is expected to be completed by the
end of this month.

Prisoner dies at hospital

(HAPAINAWABGANJ, May 19: A prisoner died at the Sadar
hospital here on the night of May 11. reports UNB.

Ac cording to a delaved report the deceased Monirul 18laiy
30. hailing from Gobratala village in Sadar upazila was con-
victed and sentenced to five years' imprisonment in a smuggling
case here three months ago. Jail authorities sent him to Sadar
hospital on the night following a heart attack where he died.
Hospital sources said he was suffering from serious cardiac
problem.

Shortage of fodder

MADARIPUR. May 19: The number of livestock is declinin
with gradual reduction of grazing grounds and acute shortage o
fodder following expansion of mechanised cultivation, reports
UNB.

Farmers are bringing fallow lands under IRRI-Boro cultiva-
tion during the dry season, which is giving good return. Besides,
grass in the farming land is being getting poisonous with ex-
tensive use of pesticides and insecticides. The domestic animals
fell victim to various diseases even after taking the straw. Poor
cultivators do not have the capacity of buying balanced fodder
prepared with grass. oilcake and husk, whi(-ﬁ are costly. As a
result, they are forced to sell their cattle heads. :

Khas land illegally occupied

SHARIATPUR, May 19: A vast tract of government Khas land
in seven upazilas remained under illegal occupation of a vested
quarter depriving the landless people, reports UNB.

Sources at the Deputy Commissioner's office said that out of
9,189.37 acres of Khas land, the government has distributed
5,204.91 acres among 4,233 landless people since independence.
Of the total distributed land. 4,526.91 acres are arable and 678
acres are not arable.

A large number of influential people got hundreds of acres of
Khas land in their illegal occupation depriving the actually de-
serving landless people. 2 )

Multifarious use of tractors ‘
Highway accidents have increased in Brahmanbaria now-
a-days. This is mainly due to unabated use of tractors as

mode of transport to carry various goods from here and
there along the highways at considerably cheaper rates.
This is being done violating the existing traffic rules.

But it seems there is none to check this unfair practice.
—Star photo
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