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. NEW DELHI, May 19: Tamil
Tiger rebels on Friday asked
gow.'mmem soldiers defending
porthern Jalina to surrender
even as the air force bombed
suspected guerilla artillery po-
sitfons targeting the only mili-
tary airx})’rl in the peninsula,
rts Al

The call over their clandes-
tine Voice of Tigers Radio came
a week alter the government re-
ju'ted their ceasefire offer to fa-
cilitate withdrawal of nearly
40,000 soldiers fighting the
pattle for Jaffna, the former
capital of the Liberation Tigers
amil Eelam.
There was no immediate re-
action from the government.
But President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga said last week that

vernment troops would fight
to the last man to hold Jafina,
the centre of Tamil culture in
Sri Lanka.

If the Palali airbase falls
jnte rebel hands, the 40,000
troops will be trapped in the

northern Jaffna peninsula with
no land route available to leave.
The alternative is two sea ports
in the region, but the rebels can
fire on the navy ships as well,
military officials said on con-
dition of anonymity.

The military fortified the
Palall airbase with new
bunkers after it was hit by rebel
artillery over the past two days.

Meanwhile, government
soldiers also stepped up
shelling of rebel-controlled ar-
cas. said Ariyva Rubasinghe,
chiel government spokesman
and censor, In a statement
faxed to The Associated Press.

‘Security forces retaliated

with heavy and medium ar-

tillery causing casualties

among the terrorists,” Rubas-

inghe said.
Detalls of damage in the
Palali attack were not immedi-

atel?* known, but sources close

to the rebels said one shell fell
o military hospital and the
2ther on a communication

New weapons delivered to soldiers in Jaffna

gers ask Sri Lankan troops
to surrender

tower. The base, however. has a
standby comumunication sys-
tem,

Rubasinghe sald all essential
lood Items, medicine and
ammunition are being supplied
to Palall regularly.

He also said that some
"‘newly acquired weapons Sys-
tem” were being sent to Palali
and "will become operational
shortly.”

The rebels said they captured
a strategic military base outside
Jafina city and sections of two
roads, killing at least 100 sol-
diers.

“The strategically hnportant
Kaithady garrison town with its
heavily fortified military bases
fell to the fighting lormations
of the Liberation Tigers after 12
hours of ferocious combat.” the
rebels said in a statement
posted on their Web site,

The government denied that
it has lost control of the roads.
but admitted that its security
forces had shifted their de-

fenses to another area in the
vicinity ol Jalina. The govern-
ment also satbd small groups ol
rebels had nliltrated into pop-
ulated areas north east ol
Jallna.

A Reuters report form Lon-
don says: The Sri Lankan gov-
ernment today delivered new
weapons to beleaguered troops
in northern Jafna and contin-
ued searching for Tamil Tiger
infiltrators alter shells were
fired at the only air base on the
peninsula.

A government statement in
Colombo said that some of the
"newly acquired weapons sys-
tems"” had already been sent to
Palali, the air base that has
been the target of shelling by
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) rebels over the
last two days.

Sri Lanka has been on an
arms buying spree since the
LTTE captured the sprawling
military base at Elephant Pass
last month.

International

L 2 LY
. & - h . |
. - _

' R it !

vy

o Wi e

)
i

Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (R) displays a cheque for 10 million rupees

donated to PM’s drought relief fund by Indian film actresses Sridevi (2nd from L) and
Aishwarya Rai (2nd from R) in New Delhi Friday. North Indian state of Rajasthan, along
with its neighboring states are reeling under one of the worst droughts of recent times
which is estimated to have affected over 50 million people.

— AFP photo
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| Lankan police

Recover huge
Explosives,
arrest 12

COLOMBO. May 19 : Sri
Lankan police have recovered
120 kilograms (264 pounds) of
explosives and arrested 12 sus-
ected Tamil Tiger rebels al-
egedly linked to an assassina-
tion. plot, the state-run Daily
News reporied today, says AFP.

A special police team de-
tected the explosives followin
the arrest of a man who tried to
obtained a passport by produc-
ing forged documents. the Daily
News said.

It said the 12 men taken in
were believed to be members of

the separatist Liberation Tigers

of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) who are
leading a major offensive
against government forces in
the island's northern peninsula
of Jaffna.

"The 12 LTTE suspects now
under police custody have re-
vealed that they were assigned

o assassinate several cabinet
ministers, Tamil politiclans
and senior police officers.” the
Daily News said.

Suspected suicide bombers of

the L'I!TE staged blasts and

fought street battles with troops.,

Shoot-on-si éht
ordered in Ambon.
Christians to call

for UN intervention

AMBON. Indonesia, May 19 :
Troops were issued with shoot-
on-sight orders and three peo-
ple shot dead by snipers today,
as Christians called for UN
troops to intervene in the esca-
lating sectarian violence in the
Eastern Indonesian city of Am-
bon, reports AFP. '

Two soldiers and a civilian
were shot dead by snipers early
Friday morning in the A.Y.
Patti downtown area of Ambon,

with the two military victims |

taken to the Perigi Lima mili-
tary hospital.

One*of the snipers was ar-
rested and is believed to be a
member of the police, military
sources told AFP.

The shoot-on-sight orders
follow three days of violence
which have left at least 32 dead,
more than 100 injured and
scores of houses and a church
burned in Muslim-Christian
clashes.

The three Killed early Friday
brought the total known dead to
35

‘The concrete action i1s 1o
prevent riots from spreading ...
therefore the shoot on Siglll or-
der which | had instructed...is
to be implemented.”

A beggar waits for charity in front of shopping arcade during a strike called by the traders

| in Pakistani southern port city of Karachi yesterday.

— AFP photo

KARACHI, May 19: A strike
called by Islamic clerics shut
down all major cities in Pak-
istan on Friday, including
Karachi, tormented by a second
straight day of protests by Is-
lamic students, reports AP,

Hundreds of rock thrmvin[i"
students burned tires, cars anc
buildings in southern Karachi
to protest Thursday's brazen
daylight ambush that Kkilled
two Islamic clerics, Including
the principal of a prominent
religious school.

Maulana Mohammed Yusuf
Ludhyanvi, principal of Banuri
Town religious school, was shot
and killed by men on motorcy-
cles.

No one took responsiblity
for the killing, which was the
latest in a series of attacks on
religious leaders in Pakistan.
The religiously motivated vio-
lence has involved rival Sunni
and Shi'ite Muslim militants.

Abdur Rehman, a teacher at
the religious school, was also
killed. Mohammed Yahya Lud-
hyanvi. the principal's son and
Mohammed Naeem were in-
jured, police said.

After a night of demonstra-

tions that gutted several banks
and a newspaper office,
protesters returned to the
streets of Karachi on Friday set-
ting tires on fire.

Giant plumes of black smoke
wafted skyward as students
walled and beat their chests.
Police, paramilitary rangers
and the army were out to try 1o
curb the violence.

Elsewhere in Pakistan most
cities were shut down, shops

were closed and traffic was
light.
The shut down was in re-

sponse to a strike call by reli-
gious leaders to press the army-
led government to guarantee
Islamic laws in the constitu-
tion, make Friday a holiday in
Pakistan and end interest
charges at banks, considered to
be against Islam.

Initially the clerics had
called the strike to protest at-
tempts by Pakistan's military
government to make It more
difficult to lay charges under

thee g¢ountry's controversial
blasphemy law. which carries
the death penalty

Army chief Gen. Pervez

Musharraf, who originally said

he wanted to prevent abuses of
the law, scrapped the plan alter
clerics protested.

Currently it requires only an
accusation for charges under
the blasphemy law to be laid
Musharraf had proposed an in-
vestigation prior to laying
charges. There have been sev-
eral reports of the blasphemy
law being used to intimidate or
exact revenge. Members of -
nority religious groups in Pak-
istan are most olten targeted

Pakistani merchants also
joined in on the stirke call
They are protesting attempts by
the government to try to curb
smuggling, impose taxes and
document sales in the countny

In the eastern Punjab capital
of Lahore shops were closed, in
Peshawar in the Northwest
Frontier Province traffi
light and businesses were shut-
tered.

l'he government had asked
the clerics to call off their
strike. They refused, but
promised that it would be peace-
hul.

In Karachi. Shi‘ite Muslims
say they have asked the gov-

ernment for additional protec-

WwWeads

~ Strike paralyses Pak cities, troops
patrol Karachi streets

tion fearful of retaliatory at-
tacks
One of the largest Shi'ite

Muslim groups, Tehrik-e-Jafria
the

Pakistan, condemned

killing.
Most of Pakistan's 140 mil-

lion people are Sunni Muslims

who live in peace with their
Shi‘ite Muslim brethren. How-
ever militant groups, who are
well armed, routinely clash.

In recent weeks dozens of re-
attacks

ligiously motivated

have occurred in Pakistian. Un-

til Thursday most of the victims

had been Shi'ite Muslims.

“We have been asking the
administration to make ade-
quate security

being targeted,” said Allama
Hasan Turabi, president of the
Shi‘ite Musliin group
Al AFP report

sands ol |
police patrolled the
Karachi today following wide-
spread violence sparked by the

[hou-

adds

streels ol

murder of a prominent Sunni
and

scholar [Jr_}fl"!'

Wwilli1lesses mﬂfl

Muslim

arrangenients
because it is our leaders who are

'akistan troops and

SUVA. May 19 : Thursday's
coup in which Prime Minister
Mahendra Chaudhry was de-
posed “on behalf of the indige-
nous people of Fiji" is the latest
dramatic twist in a lengthy
ethnic saga which has threat-
ened to split the Pacific state
down the middle, reports AFP.

Some 43 per cent of Fiji's
800,000-strong population are
of Indian origin, descendants of
workers imported by the
British in the late 19th century
to work in the sugarcane fields.

Die-hard indigenous Fi-
jians, whose ethnic group
makes up half the population,
have consistently played on
fears of Indian domination of
power in Flji. particularly
given their control over much
of the economically-vital sug-
arcane industry.

Two bloodless coups in 1987
were undertaken precisely be-
cause of those fears, and led to a
new, racially-biased, constitu-
tion which guaranteed ethnic
Fijiaus a majority of parlia-
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Swedish

A 20 year-old
Thursday after

palace
uard at the Swedis \
eing accidentally shot in the back. police here

ard killed:

royal palace was Kkilled

confirmed, AFP reports from Stockholm.

The incident took place just before 4:00 p.n. (20:00 B5T) as
the unnamed man waited in a side room just ahead of the
“changing of the guard. The shot was fired as the soldiers took up
thelr AK-5 automatic rifles. He was rushed to the hospital im-
mediately after the shooting and died shortly afterwards, the
Stockholm medical emergency services said.
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Saddam sacks minister: eresident

Saddam Hussein has sacked
Minister

Scientific Research

his Higher Education and
Abdel-Jabbar Tawlfiq, a

newspaper reported Friday, AP reports from Baghdad. |

The removal of Tawfiq, appointed to his post in August 1997,
followed a Cabinet meeting chaired by Saddam on Thursday
The government newspaper Al-Thawra, which reported the
news, did not say why Saddam fired Tawfiq.

ory Coast junta sacks most
of its ‘govt of transition’

ABIDJAN. May 19 : The
¥ory Coast’'s military junta
Sacked wost of its appointed
vernment of transition’
ursday, giving eight out of
filne posts in the new Cabinet to
S own men, reports AFP.
Junta leader, self-appointed
president and defence minister
General Robert Guel. who came

a press conference he matc
§ W€ move because of unspecified
- acts of defiance and even iIn-
Subordination”.

our junta members to the new
rmure of almost all minis-

licans (RDR) party of former

a,
Quattara was himselfl dis-

Ad economy brief.

o power in a December 24 r:nnr.
e

_ Apart from the addition of
ment, the change saw the

lers from to the Rally of Repub-
Ime minister Alassane Ouat-
sed from his responsibili-

» which Included the finance

1 Only one RDR member, Cul-
~Hlire Minister Henriette Dia-

bate, was kept on.

e junta, officially called
the National Committee for
Public Salvation (CNSP), has
swelled to nine from four, with
only one member of the junta
not in the government -- Staff
Sergeant Boka Yapl, head of the
presidentlal guard.

General Guel told the press
conference that “the ministe-
rial reshuffle today (Thursday)
is a reply to a concern 1o im-
prove the solidarity of the
members of government.”

He added that, he, as "head of
state remained the sole author-
ity under whom Is determined
the management of political
matters.”

“Acts of defitance, from
whatever quarter, will not be
tolerated, especially when they
subjugate or refuse the will of
the greater number, meaning
the refusal of the elementary
principle of democracy. he

sald.

oup highlights F
tensions once again

mentary seats.

After it gained independence
from Britain in 1970, the na-
tion's politics were long con-
trolled by the Fijian-dominated
Alliance Party of Ratu Sir
Kamisese Mara.

But elections in April 1987
saw the Alliance Party sup-
planted by a multi-racial coali-
tion which divided ministerial
jobs evenly between Fijians and
Indians. to the horror of hard-
line indigenous nationalists.

The next month, a hand-

iji’s ethnic

picked team of army officers
under Colonel Sitiveni Rabuka
deposed the new government,
suspending the constitution

A second military coup in
September that year led to Fiji
being cxpelled from the Com-
monwealth and declared a re-
public

Military rule remained in
torce for eight years, and when
Rabuka eventually became
civilian prime minister in
1990, he did so under a new
constitution,

Tension mounts in Taiwan

Chen’s 1naugural today

TAIPElI, May 19 China
lannched its bitterest attack on
Taiwan's incoming president
Chen Shui-bian since his elec
tion today after reportedly see-
ing an advance copy of his in-
augural address, reports AFP.

On the eve ol his investiture
at which Chen was to set out his
keenlv-awaited poliey on rela-
tions with China, Taiwanese
Nnewspapers II‘;]{I||' (b thie ropt-
lar and charismatic {Y-year-
old was to propose a concept ol
one country Iwo goveril-
nients.,

The policy would acknowl-
edge the common history and

heritage of the Chinese "family
AS parl ol some greater H]?lfi[lliil
nation. according to the China
Times Express quoting gov-
ernment sources

But it would specifically not
accept Beijing's blunt demand

that Taiwan was part of "One
enina.
Instead it would offer a

variation on the "one countr
two systems” formula used to
return Hong Kong and Macau to
the mainland which ruled out
ultimate rule by the Chinese
communist leadership.

China has demanded accep-

tance of "One China”™ and "one
country two SsSvsliems \nd
warned it would invades should
Chen move towards indepen-
dence

The first hint of Beijing's re-
action to Chen's Propos -1u d |-
peared in the People's Dail
Friday in a front-page conunen-
tary

The editorial. aimed at Chen
but referring throughout
"some people.” rejected the pres-
ident-elect's call for the dispute
to he resolved }'lc'.h*‘llin with
no pre-conditions and on the
basis of equality

[0

Ethiopia
W

escalates

against Eritrea

ADDIS ABABA, May 19 .
Ethiopia has escalated the
fighting against Eritrea from a
border war into a military as-
sault on strategic targets cdeep
into the country. as US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton appealed for
calm. reports AFP,.

State television station ETV
here reported late Thursday
that Ethiopian warplanes had
bombed Eritrean military posi-
tions close to the Eritrean Red
Sea port town of Massawa.

The strategic Massawa porl
lies northeast of the Eritrean
capital Asmara and more than
100 km north of the disputed
border area.

"The wvaliant air force
bombed selected strategic posi-

tions in the vicinity of Mas-
saw.” ETV said.

Ethiopian forces "have been
consolidating their positions
by destroying the remaining Er-
itrean troops that have been
fleeing from Barentu towards
Akordat,” it added.

TV said the Ethiopfan gov-
ernment had no interest in an-
nexing Eritrean territory, de-
spite comments to the contrary
by Eritrean officials who spoke
of an "invasion”.

Meanwhile, tens of thou-
sands of Eritreans, including
troops, fleeing the Ethiopian
invasion have crossed the bor-
cler into eastern Sudan's Kas-
sala state, press reports said to-

day.

Israeli troops put on alert for
Palestinian ‘days of rage’

JERUSALEM, May 19 : Is-
raell forces in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip were on full
alert with tanks and combat he-
licopters today for two "days ol
rage" declared by Palestinian
groups, a military source said,
reports AFP.

Reinforcements had been
sent in, and the troops had or-
ders to reply with live rounds to
any shooting from the Pales-
tinian side, the source added.

The Palestinian Prisoners
Club and the National and Is-
lamic Committee for Prisoners
Solidarity called on Palestini-
ans throughout the West Bank
and Gaza Strip to take to the
streets In demonsirations on
Friday and Saturday.

The region has barely recov-
ercd from five stralght days ol
violence, the culmination of
sporadic clashes throughout the
Palestinlan territories since
last Wednesday, that left at
least four Palestinians were
killed and hundreds wounded.

The fighting, in which more
than 20 Israelis were also hurt,

witnessed Intense gun battles
between lIsraeli soldiers and
Palestinian police.

The protests started out as
solidarity demonstrations with
the prisoners and culminated
in the commemoration Monday
of what the Palestinians cail
the Nakba, or catastrophe. of
the establishment of Israel in
1948.

The prisoners club said the
two "days of rage” should not be
limited to Israeli checkpoints,
an lmplication that they would
spread (o Jewish settlements in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip,

The "days of rage"” organlzers
have called on the demonstra-
tors and on the Palestinian se-
curlty services to refrain from
using guns in the event of the
protests turning violent.

Palestinians  hope the
protests will push Israel to re-
lease more prisoners, some of
whom have been on a hunger
stiike since the beginning of the
month, ‘ |

Coup bid foiled in Paraguay

Fugitive general denies involvement

ASUNCION, May 19 : An at-
tempted coup by rogue army
units was put down %x}' Lroops
loyal to President Luis Gonzalez
Macchi, government officials
said early today. reports AFP.

The rebel soldiers put down
their weapons and have been
placed under arrest at the
Army's First Brigade, outside
the capital, Armed Forces
Command spokesman Carlos
Sanchez said on radio and tele-
vision.

He did not provide details of
the negotiations that led to the
rebels’ surrender

The uprising was apparently
led by officers loyal to fugitive
general Lino Oviedo, who is
sought for the March 1998 mmur-
der of vice president Luis Maria
Argana.

A military unit, seemingly manned by supporters
opens fire outside the Paraguayan Congress in Asuncion late Thursday in a coup attempt
| against the government of President Luis Gonzalez Macchi.

Moments belore Sanchez’
announcement, Interior Minis-
ter Walter Bower told a press
conference that 15 police olli-
cers who had joined the coup at-
tempt were overpowered and
placed under arrest at police
headquarters.

Bower also said he had fired
National Police Chief Casto
Guillen, but did not implicate
him in the coup attempt

"l felt quick action was
needed to restore order in the
(police) force.” Guillen said

Meanwhile,

fugitive army

General Lino Oviedo denied any
part in an attempted coup by
rebel soldiers and police that
was put down early today by
troops loyal to the government

‘l bhad nothing to do with

SRS——
i Sy

of fugitive General Lino Cesar Oviedo,

that movement Oviedo told
Radio Carapa in Itaipu depart-
ment, speaking from an undis-
closed location

Time and justice will clar-
ifv what happened for the na
tional and international com-
munity.” the former army gen-
eral said

Government officials had
pinned the uprising launched
late Thursday by renegade army
nunits and some [:Hiiu e oflicers
to Oviedo, who led an aborted
coup in 1996 and fled the coun-
try in 1998 after he was charged
with masterminding the mnr-
der of then-vice president Luis
Maria Argana

Owviedo urged Paraguayan au-
thorities to investigate the
tailed coup
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Madonna's man
arrested after fight
with lurking fan

LONDON, May 19 : Madon-
na's boviriend., film director
Guy Ritchie, has been arrested
for allegedly beating up a man

itside the couple's London
hhome. police said, reports AFP

Police arrested Ritchie

irly onn Wednesday after an al-
ition with a 20-year-old
man, thought to be a Madonna
fan '."..HT?.II}._H f-:r i ;lll]l[.]‘*f‘ (8} 1“':"
} =]} Sler

[he fan sustained minor in-
iries and did not require hos-
pital treatment, but Ritchie was
nonetheless held on suspicion
of causing actual bodily harm
He was later released on bail

Madonna, who is pregnant
n plagued by a series of
stalkers during her 15-year ca-
reer

Indian soldier
killed in Kashmir
border shelling

SRINAGAR, India. May 19 :
An Indian soldier was Kkilled
and another injured in an ex-
change of heavy artillery fire
bhetween Indian and PaKistani
Lroops on the disputed Kashmir
border. police said today, re-
ports AFP

F

|!11-,1.!r

A police spokesman said
Pakistani troops opened un-
provoked artillery fire irom

across the Line of Control -- the
de facto border dividing Indian
and Pakistani-administered
Kashmir -- late Thursday.

The attack hit an army post
in the frontier outpost of Keran
in the northern Kashmir dis-
trict of Kupwara. The post,
which was manned by two sol-
diers. received a direct hit,
killing one soldier and seri-
ously injuring the other. the

police spokesiman said.

'Moderate beer
drinking can
cut heart risk’

LONDON, May 19 : Drinking
moderate amounts of beer each
day could help to reduce the risk
of heart disease, researchers
sald today. reports Reuters

In a study of Czech men pub-
lished in The British Medical
Journal. Dr Martin Bobak, of
University College London,
found that the protective effects
of beer were most pronounced
in men who consumed about up
to a litre (two pints) ol beer a
day.

“In this study of beer
drinkers, the lowest risk of my-
ocardial infraction (heart at-
tack) was found among men
who drank almost daily or
daily,” he said.

There was a suggestion that
the protective effect was lost in
men who drank twice a day or
more,” he said.

The new research supports
earlier studies that showed
moderate amounts of alcahol
can reduce heart disease by low-

— AFP photo | cholesterol leve

ering blood Frrasure and
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