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Schoolboy beaten
to death by

fellow students
By Staff correspondent

A 12-year-old school stud{-nt
was beaten to death alte%edl
felluw students |](ust on the plcn
that he had taken away some
mﬁoes from their dornitory.
tragic incident took
ace Wednesday night at Ma-
trichhaya Pre-cadet School at
Madhubag in the city, police
said yesterday.

Abu Bayazid Mohammed
Ummid, a residential student of
class six, was called out of his
room by Nayon. Rumi Azim,
Kawshar, all students of class
ten, sources at Dhaka Medical
College Hospltal sald quoting
the victim's relatives,

They charged him that he
had stolen some mangoes from
their room. When Bayzid de-
nied, they beat him severely
and left him in the staircase in
an unconscious state, the
sources said.

The body was recovered from
the staircase of the dormitory
on the next day (Thursday) po-
lice said.

See page 11 col 6

Biman’s F-28
still stuck up

in Calcutta

By Special Correspondent

A Bangladesh Biman F-28
aircraft is stuck up at Calcutta
airport since May 16 due to
trouble in its hydraulic system
after landing there, Biman
sources said.

It left Dhaka for Chittagong
on May 16 and from there it
flew to Calcutta.

A team of 15 engineers and
technicians were flown to Cal-
cutta so far. But they were un-
able to set things right till yes-
terday.

Passengers who booked for
the return flight to Chittagong
and Dhaka were brought back
by other flights.

Earlier this month, another
F-28 developed trouble in its
hydraulic system, aborting its
flight shortly after take-off
from Dhaka.

Both the aircraft were pur-

See page 11 col 7
Vajpayee to go
online, to reply

fo questions

NEW DELHI, May 19 : Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va
jpayee will go online for the
first time next week to chat and
reply to questions posted on the
Internet, India Today magazine
said today, reports AFP.

Content editor of the India
Today Group Online site, Samar
Halankar, told AFP that the
event was a coup of sorts.

"We had been trying to get
him for weeks but we finally
succeeded,” Halankar said.
adding that Vajpayee's one-
hour chat would take place on
Thursday between 5:30 to 6:30
pm. (18:00 to 19:00 BST).

"We launched these celebrity
chats two months ago and we
usually get between 800 and

1.000 questions,” said Ha-
lankar. "In five days we have
already got 850 questions for
the prime minister and the
number is going to grow.
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Under the banner of political parties

lllegal offices mushrooming again on public lands

Encroachers under the ban-
ner of different political par-
ties, their front organisations
and varlous clubs have again
occupled public land and pave-
ments by setting up their
‘offices’ in different parts of the
city,

The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) with the help of police
had demolished a large number
of such ‘offices’ during a special
drive in October 1998.

Such ‘offices’ of the ruling
Awami League and the main
opposition BNP and their front
bodies could be seen all over the
city before the drive.

Now most of these illegally
set up ‘offices’ belong to the rul-
ing party and its front organi-
sations. Bangladesh Awami
Sechcha Sebak League's Ful-

baria Ratlway Colony unit has
set up its large ‘office’

inside

By Raziur Rahman

Osmani Udyan. There are at
least two other such 'offices’ in
and around the Udyan, located
very close to the Nagar Bhaban.

Encroachers under the ban-
ner of Dhaka City Awami Juba
League, Ward No 56 Unit, are yet
to remove the signboard of their
‘office’ near the BIRDEM Hos-
pital.

The unauthorised structure
was partially removed [ollow-
ing a report in The Daily Star in
this connection.

There are now only a few
such ‘offices’ which belong to
BNP and its front bodies. A
semi pucca office of BNP and
Juba Dal has occupied public
land at Karwanbazar. Two
other ‘offices’ of the party were
seen at Armanitola and Azim-
pur.

Besides, there are a number
of such illegal makeshift offices

with signboards of local clubs.

An Investigation showed
that most of these clubs are
mainly used by young activists
of opposition parties. Two such
club offices are located at Mal-
fbagh Chowdhurypara and one
near Agargaon Officer’s Colony.

When contacted, an official
of Estate Department of DCC
preferring anonymity told this
correspondent that following
the Mayor's 'special order’, a
large number of such offices
were demolished with the help
of police in October 1998. But
DCC has 'mo permanent team
and no permanent mechanism
to demolish these structures
immediately,

“In 1998, we carried out the
demolition drive Kkeeping one
thing in mind that we are de-
stroying those constructions
forever. But unfortunately it did

not happen”, the official sald.

Under the Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Police Act, police also can
do it, he mentioned.

Asked about this, a senlor
DMP official said that for de-
molishing illegal construc-
tions, pohm' need equipment
and presence of magistrates
from DCC. The official, who did

not want to be quoted, termed it
an inter-agency responsibility.’

The Estate Departiment offi-
clal later admitted that DCC
has to be involved in the pro-
Cess.

While visiting an ‘office’
with the signboard of Dhaka
Mahanagar Bangabandhu
Sainik League on the pavement
just under the over bridge near
Fulbaria Bus Stand, this corre-
spondent found some policemen
taking rest wside it recently.
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Poachers with the cub.
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Gunmen seize power in Fiji

PM held hostage: Emergency declared

SUVA, May 19: After months
of simmering ethnic tensions,
seven masked gunmen stormed
parliament today and took the
prime minister and his Cabinet
hostage. The gunmen said they
were seizing power from the
democratically elected govern-
ment on behalf of indigenous
Fijians, reports AP.

They fired at least two shots
from AK-47 rifles inside par-
liament in the capital, Suva, be-
fore Im-king up Primme Minister
Mahendra Chaudhury, his Cab-
inet ministers and lawmakers
of the ruling coalition in the
legislature's upper chamber. No
injuries were reported among
the estimated 50 hostages.

Chaudhury is Fiji's first
ethnic Indian prime minister
and his year-old administra-
tion the first to be dominated
the Indo-Fijians, a fact that has
angered some indigenous Fi-
jlans in the Pacific state 3.620
kilometres northeast of Svd-
ney, Australia.

George Speight, who de-

scribed himself as the coup
leacder. said he had seized power

on behalf of all ethnic Fijians.
He appointed an opposition
lawmaker as interim prime
minister in Chaudhury's place
and suspended the constitution.

Late today, he claimed all
ethnic Fijian parties supported
his move and said he had the
backing of the Fijian military,
local media reported.

His claim could not immedi-
ately be verified and the mili-
tary could not be reached for
comment.

Mobs of youths rampaged
through Suva's streets after the
coup, burning and looting
shops, while up to 5,000 people
gathered outside parliament
chanting and cheering in sup-
port of the attack. Happy truck
drivers played reggae music.

A pall of smoke hung over
downtown Suva as dozens of
stores — which are predomi-
nantly owned by ethnic Indians
— wernt up in flames.

Police imposed a curfew late
today and 300 troops fanned oul
across the city to protect private
property. There was no indica-
tion the soldiers were moving to
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end the hostage standoff in par-
liament.

But in the early hours of
Saturday morning. people were
still sifting through the smol-
dering debris of looted stores
and stealing what they could
find

Police and soldiers were also
roaming the streets but did little
to enforce the curfew. The police
were unarmed, although some
carried sticks and one was seen
carrying a golf club.

Tension has been building
for months in Fiji between mi-

nority ethnic Indians, who
make up about 44 per cent of the
Island nation's 813,000 people,
and the majority Fijians, who
account for 51 per cent,

Last month, thousands of
indigenous Fijians marched
through Suva demanding
Chaudhury's resignation anﬁ
claiming his government
favoured ethnic Indians.

Chaudhury responded ear-
lier this month by banning fu-
ture protests, saying police ad-

See page 11 col 8

An unidentified hooded gunman stands guurd behind the gate to pnrlmment yesterday in
Suva after seven armed men seized the prime minister and his cabinet in a bloodless coup,
Coup leader George Speight also named Ratu Timoci Silatolu (inset) as interim PM.
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Baby leopard
v

By Special Correspondent

A baby leopard was rescued
by Detective Branch Police
from a house at Elephant Road
near Hatirpool in the city yes-
terday.

Police sent it to Dhaka Zoo
and detained the three alleged

poachers -- Abdul Kader, 40,
Ansar All, 30 and Zakir Hos-
sain, 27.

A police press release said
that the three alleged poachers
"trapped the baby leopard in the
Sundarbans and brought it to
Dhaka to sell it to a circus
party”.

Hunting, trapping and trad-
ing on leopard is prohibited in
Bangladesh and other countries

of the world as the animal has.

become almost extinct. A few
are occasionally seen in hills in
Sylhet along the northeastern
Indian border.

Leopard is not available in
the Sundarbans, the last retreat
of Royal Bengal Tiger, the king

See page 11 col 7

Nagarik Samaj
launched with
Dr Kamal as

Convenor
By Staff Correspondent

A new organisation named
Nagarik Samaj (citizen's soci-
ety) has been formed with
renowned legal expert Dr Kamal
Hossain as its convenor with
the objective of protecting
human rights and establishing
flawless democracy” in the
country.

“We have formed the organi-
sation comprising profession-
als, retired bureaucrats, teach-
ers and elite of the society as we
see absence of good governance,
violation of human rights, vio-
lence in the educational institu-
tions and different spheres of
life,” Dr Kamal said at a press
conference in the city yester-
day.

He said enlightened persons

Appointment of CEC

PM will send name

to President in
a couple of days

The Awami League Presid-
jum at a meeting last night sug-
gested Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to go ahead with nomi-

nating a Chief Election Com-
missioner soon as per constitu-
tional provision since all doors
are closed for a negotiated set-
tlement of the issue.

A reliable source told UNB
that the Prime Minister might
send a name for the office of
CEC to the President in a day or
two. As per constitution, the
President will act on advice of
the Prime Minister

The source said the new CEC
may be from among some re-
tired bureaucrats,

Presidiumm members who
met at Ganobhaban had elabo-
rate discussion on BNP chair-
person Khaleda Zia's public
statement in Kurigram reject-

ing dialogue with the govern-
ment on appointing a CEC

The meeting observed that
Khaleda Zia, through her
statement, made it clear that
she did not want appointment
of a new CEC through discus-
sion. "Rather, she wants the
matter to linger for her own po-
litical gain.”

Her public statement, the
Presidium felt, blocked all the
avenues for discussion

The source saild the ruling
party Presidium members dis-

cussed several names for a pos-
sible nominee for this impor-
tant post. Names of several
former bureaucrats are learnt
to be on the card

The oftice of CEC fell vacant
with the resignation of Mo-
hammad Abu Hena on May 8,
ifter a long leave
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‘Govt out to plant its
own man as CEC’

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan has said
the government is 'conspiring’
over appointment of a new
Chief Election Commissioner
and trying to select ‘its own
man' for the vital constitu-
tional post.

" Stand release of the Elec-
tion Commission Secretary and

Larma to address
PCP rally at
DU today

By Staff Correspondent

Chairman of CHT Regional
Council Jyotindriyo Bod-
hipriyvo Larma alias Shantu

transfer of the Additional Sec-
retary ignoring the request of
the EC clearly proved that the
dialogue with the opposition
was merely a pretence and the
government actually wants ap-
pointment of its own man as
CEC", he said

\:ldrmung a public meeting
at Bharat Chandra High School
ground at Kanchan under Rup-
gnnj thana in Naravanganj
district yesterday, Bhuiyan said
people would not accept ap-
pointment of a new CEC with-
out any discussion with the Op-
I_nl&itlull.

The meeting was organised
on the occasion of biennial con-
ference of Rupganj thana BNP
Thana BNP Convenor Advocate
Rafiqul Hasan chaired the
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A new front organisation! An unauthorised construction sprang up under a footbridge
at Fulbaria in the name of an unheard of front organisation of the ruling party.
—Star photo

Cobra venom
worth Tk 3 cr
seized at Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 19: Po-
lice in special raid seized two
pounds of powdered venom of
cobra snake worth about taka
three crore from a house in port
area last night.

During the raid, launched on
receipt of secret information,
police also seized 400 grams of
heroin worth about taka two
lakh from the same house at
Adarshapara at 7-30 pm

Police said the snake poison
was found inside a packet with
a label of France based Red

| Dragon Company

Both venom and her: sln were
jlound under a cot in the
of one Md Yunus, police said.

Sensing the presence of po-
lice, Yunus and his family
members fled the house

Port thana police said cases
were lodged against Yunus un-
der Narcotics Control Act and
Special Powers Act

Sec 144 to avert
violence 1n
Khagrachhari

From Our Correspondent
KHAGRACHHARI, May 19
The district administration has
imposed Section 144 in Kha-
grachhari municipal area from
6 am to 6 pm tomorrow to avert
violence as the two rival fac-
tions of Pahari Chhatra
Parishad (PCP) announced pro-
grammes for rallies at the same
venue and time on the day
Tension mounted here as the
pro and anti-CHT Peace Accord
groups earlier announced pro-
grammes to hold rallies at the
i'i}rifilcl Ground. The faction

house

' supporting the peace accord be-

| belongs to the |

longs to Jana Sanghati Saniity
The other opposing the accord
nited Pt':-fflfr." S
Front

Democratic

[he programmes were
nounced to mark the
founding anniversary ol
PCP (Hill Students Council)
[he administration held
three rounds of meetings sepa-
rately with the rival groups in
the last one week to defuse ten-
sion. It suggested the leaders to

an-
11th
the

with a greater sense of respon- Larma will address a rally of meeting | hold their rallies outside the
sibility have gathered on a sin- hill students on Dhaka Univer- Mannan Bhuivan said the municipal area, but there was
{__‘ll p]alfﬂrnl tO create I]Ub“[ hlt}' campus today gﬂ"-'f’r””‘ltﬁnt has also hatched a Nno response yet, administra-
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& Making sacrifices every step of the
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way. Remember when your school lost because you scoved an own goal and not
even your friends spoke to you? He did. Remember when he encashed his life’s

savings so you could have your medical degree? Everytime you needed bim,
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