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Indian culprits

MADRAS, May 17 (AP): Any
Indian cricket player found
Euilty in a federal match fixing

westigation will be banned for
life and his name erased from
record books, India's cricket
board chief warned Wednesday.

A.C. Muthiah also said
Board officials could be ex-
pelled if they made rash allega-
tions against their colleagues or
players in the match-fixing
scandal that has shaken up
world cricket. The Central Bu-
reau of Investigation is probing
charges of betting and match-
fixing by Indian cricketers.

oo many of our members
are making all sorts of allega-
tions. It is nothing but a slander
campaign,” Muthiah told a
news conference. "They are

g to settle personal scores.
As a result, they do not realise
how it is hurting the Board "

He said he would back the
players until the charges were
proven.

"The Board pledges its full
support to all past and present
players until they are proven
guilty,” he told reporters.

Indrajit Bindra. who heads
the cricket board in the north-
ern Punjab state, has quoted re-
tired Indian cricketer Manoj
Prabhakar as saving that Kapil
Dev, former Indian captain, of-
fered him 25.000 dollars to un-
derperform in a 1994 match
against Sri Lanka.

Kapil has denied the charge.
and Prabhakar has not com-
mented on the statement.
Bindra has also accused the
cricket board of corruption.

On Tuesday. he submitted
documents to the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation that, he
said. included evidence related
to the case.

"Bindra is carrying on a
tirade against the Board . . . It is
becoming a joke,” Muthiah
said.

Indian police have accused
former South African captain
Hansie Cronje and four other
team members of match-fixing

Crounje admitted receiving 8,200
dolliirs from a bookmaker in

counection with a betting scam,
and the confession led to re-
ports that many matches. in-
cluding some at last vear's
World Cup, were fixed.

Ctg cricket

From Our Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, May 17: Chit-

tagong Govt. High defeated Mu- .

nicipal Model High by 4 wickets
in the second semifinal of the
Siraj Memorial Mohanagari
schools cricket league today.

Municipal elected to bat first
and scored 150 runs losing all
wickets with 5 balls remaining.

In reply, Chittagong Govt.
High reached the target of 151
runs for the loss of 6 wickets in
31.3 overs.

Chittagong Govt High will
take on Nasirabad Govt High in
the final to be held on May 20.

BRIEF SCORES

Ctg. Govt School : 151 for 6
in 31.3 overs (Rabby *41, Arman
25, Rakib 21, Shabib 19, Mo-
hibulla 13; Sunayan 2/23)

Municipal Model School :
150 for 10 in 34.1 overs (Aapu
40. Prothom 26, Imon 19,
Sumen 15; Kaiser 6/20, Rony
2/19).

'Fixing' inquiry
asking for
Cronje tapes

JOHANNESBURG, May 17
(AFP): The South African in-
quiry into corruption in cricket
has asked the Indian police to
hand over tapes apparently of
conversations between former
captain Hansie Cronje and a
bookmaker, a sports ministry
official said Tuesday.

The commission, headed by
retired judge Edwin King, has
made the request through the
foreign ministry, sports min-
istry Graham Abrahams said.

The recordings apparently
implicate Cronje in match-fix-
ing for payment from a book-
maker.

Abrahams said that a re-
sponse to a request by Indian
Interlope officials for a sample
of Cronje's voice would be for-
mulated once the tapes are
handed over.

"A decision on prm*tdinE 7
voice sample will only be taken
once the tapes are made avail-
able to us. We are expecting the
indians to respond to the re-
fquest,.” he said.

The commission, appointed
two weeks ago, has to present a
preliminary report to the gov-

ernment by June 30. [t is
preparing to hold public hear-
ings.

The commission was an-

nounced after Cronje admitted
on April 11 that he had taken
money from an Indian book-
maker to provide “Information
and forecasts” during a one-day
series involving South Africa,
England and Zimbabwe last
year. He was immediately
sacked.

It will also look Into the al-
legation that the South African
team was offered 250,000 dol-
lars to throw a match in Mum-
bal, India, in December 1996,

Thomas Cup badminton

Danes end
Malaysia's
chances

KUALA LUMPUR, May 17:
Denmark ended Malaysia's
hopes of a home Thomas Cup
win when they beat the hosts 3-
2 in the closing preliminary
round Group A match on Tues-
day, reports Reuters.

The victory took Denmark
into the semifinals of the world
men's team badminton cham-

lonship where they will play
wlders and top seeds Indonesia
on Thursday,
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BRUTAL! An Arsenal fan (on the ground) feels the wrath of vioclent Galatasaray
supporters during clashes at Copenhagen yesterday ahead of the UEFA Cup final.

English fan stabbed

— AFP photo

Pandemonium ahead of UEFA final

COPENHAGEN. May
| 7: Copenhagen
was bracing itself
lor Wednesday
night's UEFA Cup
Final between
Galatasaray and
Premiership outfit

Turkey's
English
Arsenal after serious incidents
including a stabbing on the eve
of the clash, reports AFP

Police were out in force to

prevent further violence be-
tween the two sets of EleI'.ipCII'tt"fS
after running battles in the
early hours of Tuesday morn-
ing.

An English fan was being
treated for a punctured lung in a
Copenhagen hospital and sev-
eral other people were injured
including a policeman.

The officer was apparently
struck by a missile, during the
early hours of the nmrniniz of a
match that was always a high-
risk encounter because of the
murder of two fans of another
English team Leeds United in
Istanbul on the eve of the senii-
linal first leg with Galatasaray.

The Danish capital was on
red alert with the possibility of
more trouble before and after
the match which kicks off at
20:45 local time.

Police in uniform and plain
clothes were policing the high-
risk areas notably the Radhus-
pladsen (Town Hall Square)
where much of the trouble oc-
curred and in areas leading to
the stadium.

Police officer Finn Bach said
that the life of the English fan,
stabbed outside the Rosie McGee
pub. was not in danger but ten-
sion was high Wednesday on the
day of the final ;

oeven other people, Turks
and English, were taken to
hospital suffering either from
slight injuries or shock after

running skirmishes between
rival fans through the city cen-
tre while around ten British
and Turkish fans were arrested.

'They have been charged
with public order offences and
"will not attending the final on
Wednesday evening,” Bach said.

"A policeman was injured by

a stone thrown during the inci-
dents.” the police spokesman
added. The injured officer, who
was hit above the eye, went
home after being treated in
hospital.

The attacker of the stabbed
man was not among those ar-
rested, police said.

That incident came after the
first outbreak of fighting in the
same area where shopping
street Frederiksberggade runs
into the Town Hall Square.

The trouble began here
shortly after midnight (2300
GMT) in a pedestrian area of
central Copenhagen after police
had apparently tried to barri-
cade a small group of around 20
English fans into a bar - the Ab-
salom - as a far larger number
of Galatasaray fans, many clad
in their team's red and yellow
colours, let off steam outside,
driving up and down in cars
sounding their horns and wav-
ing Turkish flags.

One of the British fans was
seen leaving the bar and going
towards a group of Turkish
fans. who were running in the
direction of the Town Hall,
sparking violent skirmishes.

Several TV cameraman also
added to the mayhem by film-
ing the scenes and one was jos-
tled to the ground by an English
fan.

Riot police, with dogs, ar-
rived on the scene and were met
by bottles and stones thrown
from both sets of fans.

Three ambulances attended
the scene of the original inci-

dent. The larger mainly Turk-
ish crowd in the square itself
frequently scattered in panic as
the violence threatened to spill
into the main square itsell.

Calm was eventually re-
stored by around 2:00 a.m.

By 3:00 am a large number of
people were still gathered
around the square by the Town
Hall, closely watched by a
heavy police presence.

Before midnight the atmo-
sphere had been a good-natured
one with large numbers of
Galatasaray fans and a smaller
number-of Arsenal supporters
sampling the restaurants and
bars in tlie trendy port area of
Nyvhavn.

The authorities, who had
mobilised a record number of
police for a football match here,
feared further outbreaks of vio-
lence Wednesday by violent el-
ements among the 25,000-odd
English and Turkish supporters
expected to attend the game.

This match had always been
a high-risk affair since the fa-
tal stabbing of two Leeds fans
on the eve of the semi-final first
leg match with Galatasaray in
[stanbul.

Leeds supporters Kevin
Speight, 40 and Christpher
Loftus, 36, were stabbed to death
on April 5 in a brawl. Several
Turks have been arrested and
chnrﬁ:(t?d in connection with the
murders.

Six other Leeds fans were
also injured in the clash in Is-
tanbul's commercial Taksim
district.

Turkish police maintained
then that the fight broke out af-
ter British supporters broke car
and shop windows and acted in
a provocative manner against
the Turkish flag and citizens

port

Spurs strik

LONDON, May
Premiership club
fottenham on
Tuesday agreed an
[1-million-pound
o, (17.6-million-
dollarj deal for Dynamo Kyiv
striker Sergei Rebrov, reports
AFP

Spurs director of football
David Pleat revealed that the
north London club faced stiff
competition from Italy to sign
the 25-vear-old Ukrainian in-
ternational.

But it is the plaver's deter-
mination to succeed In a league
he has admired from afar that
will see him join a club who
cannot even offer him the
prospect of European football
next season.

I think the biggest competi-
tion was from a country where
he didn't really want to go," sald
Pleat. "We persuaded him that
England would be better for him
at this moment in his career
than Italy

‘It was due to one or two
things, but not least his contin-
ual watching of the Premier-
ship. He knows the players here
and he knows which way he
wants his career to go.”

Rebrov has agreed a [ive-
vear conltract, thought to be
worth around 25,000-pound-
per -week (40,000 dollars), alter
assing a medical at White Hart
.Aane and has returned to
Ukraine until he Is granted a
work permil

He's a bright young man,"
added Pleal

['ve spent a little bit of time
with him both here and in the
Ukraine and | think he Is ready
to make this very Imporiant
move.

‘It's the perfect time in his
career for this type of move.
He's intelligent on and off the
field, and I think he will suit us.

"He thinks the English style
will suit him, and I think he
didn’t really want to team up
again with his old pal, (Andrei)
Shevchenko, in Milan: he

Anelka won’t
be sold

MADRID, May 17: Real
Madrid's French striker Nico-
las Anelka is no longer for sale,
the Spanish press reported
Tuesday, reports AFP,

They sald that his recent
form -- he scored the opener in
the Champions League semi-fi-
nal first leg against Bavern
Munich and scored again in the
return had convinced man-
agement at the club to stick
with the young talent despite
recent problems with him.

Anclka spent the best part of
this season as football's anti-
hero with poor form at Real
Madrid, who then demanded he
pay a huge fine and suspended
Him after he skipped three days
of fraining two months ago,

"He Is (rying to find his feet,
but he is already a very impor-
tant part of the team,” club pres-
ident Lorenzo Sanz sald,

French elub Paris St Ger-
main oflered 24.5 milllon dol-
lars and the Nigerian Jay-Jay

Okocha for Anelka, according
(O 1Wo Spanish papers, and [tal-
lan glants Juventus are also re-
ported lo have spoken to Real
about the formidable striker.

e deal with Rebrov

wanted to come away from
playiig with him and maybe
being in the shadow ol him.

"We persuaded him there is
some beautiful countryside
near our training ground in
Chigwell and we were fortunate
that for the couple of days he
was in England the weather was
good and that people were simil-
ing at Tottenham after we won
on Sunday (against Sunder-
land).

“There was a marvellous at-
mosphere at Tottenham on
Sunday, so we caught him at the
right time and he caught us at
the right time.," he lnﬁ‘:l SKyS-
ports.com TV, 4

The arrival of one of the
hottest properties in Europe
could spark a transfer merry-
go-round at White Hart Lane,
with Pleat admitting "maybe
two, maybe three" new faces
could follow Rebrov into the
club.,

But as to whether his arrival
will spell the end of the Totten-
ham careers of strikers Les Fer-
dinand and Chris Armstrong,
Pleat replied curtly: "I haven't
got a crystal ball,

‘Les is a super professional,
and so Is Chris - and they will
continue to work and play and
train to play for the frst team."

Rebrov, who scored around
100 League goals for Dynamo,
made his name playing along-
side Shevchenko before his
countryman's 18 million pound
(29 million dollars) move to AC
Milan last summer

He has scored a further 24 in
UEFA competitions. But his
move to Spurs, after another
unspectacular season at White
Hart Lane, Is sure to ralse eve-
brows across Europe, |

Chilean int’l
fails drugs
- test

SANTIAGO, May 17: Chile's
Clarence Acuna has been sus-
pended by football's world gov-
erning body FIFA following
drugs test the day of their inter-
national against Peru  last
month, the Chile football fed-
eration (ANFP) sald on Tues-
day, reports AFP,

Acuna is not allowed to have
any activity within football in
or outside Chile from May 16
until after FIFA have finished
an investigation.

Chile and Peru played in
Santlago on April 26 and drew
1-1. According to the analysis
of a routine urine sample, there
were traces of (soprotenerol,
frequently used In the past but
mainly discontinued because of
side effects.

LA Galaxy

NEW YORK, May 17: Luis
Hernandez, the leading goal-
scorer in the history of the %4{."}(-
ican National team, signed a
Major League Soccer contract
Tuesday and was assigned to the
unbeaten Los Angeles Galaxy,
reports AFP,

Financial terms of the
multi-year deal were not dis-
closed. '

Hernandez, who scored four
goals In the 1998 World Cup, is
expected to make his MLS debut
here Saturday against D.C.
United.

The 3l-year-old forward
spent the last three years with
Monterrey Tigers of the Mexi-
can First Division, where he
was second in the league with 13
goals this past season.

A two-time Mexican First
Division Player of the Year, he
has 35 goals In 73 appearances
with the national team.

It's a personal challenge for
me to be successful in Major
League Soccer," Hernandez said.
"I'm happy to be going to a city |
am very familiar with. | love
Los Angeles and look forward to
scoring many goals for the great
fans of Southern California.”

Bates buys a
piece of
history

LONDON, May 17: Chelsea
chairman Ken Bates on
Wednesday splashed out 20,000
pounds (32,000 dollars) to buy
the most famous piece of turf at
Wembley, reports AFP.

It was auctioned off at the
stadium and the money will go

‘to the Bobby Moore Fund for

Imperial Cancer Research.

The turf is fondly remem-
bered by all England fans as it
is the spot where the ball landed
lor England's controversial
third goal in the 1966 World
Cup final.

That was one of three goals
scored by Sir Geoff Hurst, who
dug up the turf Wednesday
morning.

It was then auctioned off and
Bates, who came in with a late
bid, said the turf will find a
home at Chelsea's new soccer
Museumn.

He said: "When I came here |
didn't know it was to be auc-
tioned off. But it's a little bit of
heritage and 1 wanted it in the
right hands. We are lmilding} a
soccer museum next year and it
will be deposited there."

Bates, who is also chairman
of Wembley National Stadium
Limited, was not at the ground
when England defeated Ger-
many 4-2 34 years ago.

He said: "I didn't think we
would get to the final and was in
the Bahamas with my family
sitting on a beach. Wembley has
a great deal of history but, like
me. it's a bit worn ont."
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Stars up for the grabs

MADRID, May 17:
Some 35 interna-
tional or overseas
stars were on the
transfer list Tues-
< day following the
relegation of a trio of former
leading Spanish First Divisfon
clubs - Sevilla, Real Betis and
Atletico Madrid, reports AFP.
Strikers, midfielders, de-

DENILSON

fenders and goalkeepers of dif-
fering nationalitlies - including
big draw Dutchman Jimmy
Hasselbaink and the world's
most expensive player, the
Brazilian Denilson - all found

themselves on the market.

Atletico Madrid's financial
and sporting fall from grace has
resulted In a total of 17 players
having the for sale’ sign hung
around their necks - Including
their jewel Hasselbaink.

The centre-forward has
scored 24 goals this season and
the Spanish press have reported
that up to 15 clubs want him,
with rumours of offers exceed-
ing the 23.5 million dollars
which Atletico pald.

Real Betis are kissing good-
bye to nine internationals, in-
cluding Denilson, who set them
back 34.8m dollars in 1997,
while arch rivals Sevilla are
trying to shift a few of their top
players.,

Those interested in the array
of talent on offer include Valen-
cia and Real Madrid of Spain,
Liverpool, Tottenham and Mid-
dlesbrough of England and
Lazio, Parma and Fiorentina of
[taly, as well as French Cham-
plons Monaco and Turkish c¢lub
Fernerbahce.

Atletico Madrid are crippled
by debt and are counting on the
money raised in the transfer
market this summer to ease
their troubles. However, they
may also look to the players
from Sevilla and Real Betis 1o
boost thelr squad.

Argentinian Hernan Solari
is expected to be sold for 10.8m
dollars to AC Milan or an un-
named English club, while
sonme other players including

e o g g
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Valeron and Gamarra are ex-
pected to fetch up to 7m dollars
cach.

Denllson's record signing iIs
expected to make the club a
record loss when he Is sold. At
the other end of the spectrum,
good buys are expected 1o come
out of the low-priced Czech
Radek Belbl and Greek Vassilis
Tsartas who despite their side's
downfall performed well during

HASSELBAINK

the campaign.

Juventus have displayed in-
lerest in Bejbl while Atletico
Madrid, Barcelona and Mid-

dlesbrough are in the hunt for
Tsartas.
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Karembeu keeps mum

MADRID, May 17:
Real Madrid
striker Fernando
‘1 Morientes con-
firmed Tuesday
that he has been contacted by
top Italian sides concerning a
possible transfer, reports AFP

According to Spanish media
reports Italian Serie A side
Roma have already offered
4,000 million pesetas (21 mil-
lion dollars) for the Spanish in-
ternational.

“I'm honoured and happy
that there are offers for me in
Italy.” said Morientes, capped
twelve times for the national
side.

"At the same time | want to
stay at Madrid,” said Morientes,
adding that he renegociated his
contract until 2003 at the be-
ginning of the year.

The 24-vear-old Morientes
joined Real in 1997 from Real
Zaragoza and scored 12 goals
this season.

Roma have performed well
this season and on Tuesday be-
came only the second Serie A
side to float a a portion of their
shares on the nation's stock.

Bitter city rivals Lazio, who
have been on the stock market
since May 1998, saw their
shares go up by nearly 20 per-

cent after winning the
1999/2000 Italian league title
on Sunday.

The share price, expected to

FERNANDO MORIENTES

be between 4.5 and six euros
will be set on Fridayv.

Of the 13 million shdres put
on the market., a minimun of
6.5 million will be reserved for
individual investors while a
maximun of 6.5 other shares

Roma after Morientes,

will be earmarked for corporate
backers,

Meanwhile, French interna-
tional Christian Karembeu, set
to leave Real Madrid at the end
of the season. will reveal his
new club after the May 24 Euro-
pean Champions League final
in Paris against Spanish rivals
Valencia. the plaver told AFP
Tuesday

Yon read a lot of things in
newspapers but | won't sav auy-
thing until after the final,” the
29-year-old, one of 17 children
from a New Caledonian family,
said

T'he midtielder has report-
edly received offers from En-
glish Premiership sides Mid-
dlesbrough and Liverpool and
German outfit Bavern Munich.

Karembeu has had a disap-
pointing 1999 and a year 2000
that is vet to really catch fire af-
ter a stellar 1998

In that year Karembeu, who
can play in defence and mid-
field, won the European Cup
with Real Madrid, plaved in
France's World . Cup Final win-
ning team and rounded off the
yvear with Real's 2-1 World Club
Championship victory over
Brazil's Vasco da Gama in
[okyo

COLOGNE, Germany. May
17(AFP): Borussia Dortmund's
injured defender Christian
Worns has flown to the United
States to visil a specialist sur-
geon to determine the exact ex-
tent, of his knee injury which
will Keep him out of next mon-
th's European championships.
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footballer Sir Geoff Hurst (R) and former West German
holding a
Wembley stadium turf yesterday which was later sold in
an on-line auction conducted by QXL.com. The turf-piece
was dug up from the spot where the ball landed for the
disputed third England goal scored by Hurst during the
final of the 1966 World Cup against West Germany.

custodian Hans Tilkowski
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FOES THEN FRIENDS NOW. lLegendary English

chunk of the

— AFP photo

CHRISTIAN WORNS

Worns damaged the medial
ligament in his right knee dur-
ing Saturday's Schalke 04 derby
but now there are fears he may
also have damaged his anterior
cruciate ligament

That would keep him out for
several months rather than the
four to six weeks which were
Initially predicted

Richard Steadman in Vail
Colorado - a world leader in his
field - is a well known medic in
German football circles, having
also operated on the damaged
knees of Bayern Munich stars
Lothar Matthaeus and Giovane
Elber in recent years

Regardless of the outcome
Worns will miss the three-week
long Euro 2000 tournament
starting on June 10th

ITALY'S

PROVISIONAL

5

ROME: Italian coach Dino
Zoft on Tuesday named a list ol
26 players in a pre-squad fox
the Euro 2000 lootball tourna-

Barca luring
Espanyol

MADRID, May 1 7: Barcelona

have promised a 300-million-
Iu‘-xrtn (1

S-million-dollar)
onus to city neighbours Es-

panyol to beat Spanish leaders
Deportivo La Coruna, Madrid
sports daily Marca reported on

Muesday, reports AFP
These types of deal are re-

puted to be common practice in
Spain,

Deportivo were also reported

by Marca to be on a total bonus
of 500 million pesetas (three
million dollars) rom thelr own
club should they win the cham-
plionship.

Barcelona and Deportivo

were both contacted by AFP but
refused to confinm or comment
on the reports

krﬁ-.‘}u‘r
club, his place could be taken by
Stephane Porato who is unset-
tled at Marseille.

ment between June 10 and July
2 in Belgium and Holland:
SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Gianluigi Buf-
fon (Parma). Francesco Toldo
(Fiorentina), Francesco Anto-
nioli (AS Roma)

Defenders: Fabio Cannavaro
(Parma)., Alessandro Nesta
(Lazio), Ciro Ferrara (Juventus),
Mark Iuliano (Juventus). Paolo
Maldini (AC Milan), Paolo Ne-
gro (Lazio), Gianluca Pessotto
(Juventus), Giuseppe Pancaro
(Lazio)

Midfielders: Massimo Am-
brosini (AC Milan). Demetrio
Albertini (AC Milan)., Dino
Baggio (Parma), Antonio Conte

luventus), Angelo Di Livio
Fiorentina) Stefano Fiore
(Udinese), Diego Fuser (Parma).
Gianluca Zambrotta (Juventus)
Luigi Di Biagio (Inter Milan)

Strikers: Filippo Inzaghi
(Juventus), Christian Vieri
(Inter Milan), Francesco Totti
(AS Romal, Alessandro Del

Piero (Juventus), Vincenzo
Montella (AS Roma). Marco
Delvecchio [AS Romal

Barthez n
contact

with MU?

MARSEILLE,
| 7 French

France, May
international

keeper Fabien Barthez, who
plavs
Monaco
talks with Manchester United,
a source close to the player said
here on Tuesday, reports AFP.

lor French champions
is having advanced

Should the world champion
leave the Principality

Only 10 days ago, Barthez

ruled out a possible move to
United by declaring that he
waints to see out his contract
withh Monaco

Victor Ikpeba’s

wife dies

COLOGNE, Germany, May

17: Victoria Ikpeba, the 286-
yvear-old wife of Borussia Dort-
mund's Nigerian striker Victor
Ikpeba, has died of cancer, re-
ports AFP

Club officials confirmed

Tuesday that she passed away
24 hours earlier in
leaving behind two children.

Monaco,

Victor Ikpeba has not played
for Dortmund since the begin-
ning of May when it became ap-
parent his wile's condition was
declining
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