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A symposium
Cancer’ will be held,
eart Assoclation of Bangladesh and
Rhone-Poulence. Venue: Seral Restaurant. Time: 12:45 pm.

ceremony: The “100

PTECH Eskaton

Center, 17 New Eskaton Road., Maghbazar, Time: 5:30 pm.

DRU Talk: John C Holzman, Ambaésador of the United
States, will deliver a talk on "Bangladesh-US Relations”.

Organiser: Dhaka Reporters™ Unity.

Time: 10:55 am.

enue: DRU auditorium.

UGC lecture: University Grants Commission (UGC) of
Bangladesh presents a lecture on Arsenic problem on
Bangladesh by Professor Dr Hiroaki Ashiga from Shiamne

University, Japan. Venue: UGC Bhaban,

Bangla Nagar. Time: 11:00 am.

Discussion meeting
gue will hold a discussion meeting. Chief

Lea

Minister Amir Hossain Amu. Venue: Raju

pm.

gargaon, Sher-e-

+ Dhaka Mahanagar Sramlik
guest: Food
Bhaban. Time: 4:00

Film show: cultural Centre of the Islamic Republic of
Iran will screen Dabiristan and Shahar-e-Mushha as part of a

film show for children and youn
the centre, Dhanmondi R/A Roa

pm.

Contemporary
On the 3rd

adults, Venue: auditorium of
No 8/A. Time: 4:45 pm-8:30

Iranian Film Festival:
ay of the festival, Zahir Raihan Film Society will

screen The White Balloon by Zafar Panahi. The key by Ebrahim
Forouzesh and Zinat by Ebrahim Mokhtari. Venue: Goethe
Institut, Dhanmondi, Road No 9. Time: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm and

7:15 pm.

Seminar: Centre for Advanced Research in Social
Sciences in Social Sciences Dept of Dhaka University will hold
a seminar on “Indo-lranian Relation During the Vedic and
Avestic Periods™. Venue: Seminar room of Centre for Advanced

Research, DU campus.

national conference of the Fourth Class Employees Association
of Bangladesh Election Commission Secretariat will be held.
Venue: Commission secretariat premises. Time: 10:00 am,

Film show: Three films Les Amants (The Lovers), Ai No
Bori (Empire of Passion) and Les Chiens ne font pas des chals
will be screened. Venue: Auditorium of Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka. Time: 11:00 am, 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm.

Exhibition: A solo exhibition of etchings by Rashid
Amin will begin. Venue: Goethe Institut's exhibition hall. House
No 10, Rd No 9, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 2:00 pm-8:00 pm
everyday till June 1, except Friday and Saturday.

Reception: Karika (BHSF) will accord a reception to
pottery artist Moron Chand Pal for his life long contribution to
the field of Terracota and Ceramic pottery. Venue: 27, Paribagh

Super Market. Time: 3:00 pm.

Seminar: Shotonagorik Committee will hold a seminar
on “Independence of the judiciary and'the rule of law™. Venue:
VIP lonnge of Jativa Press Club. Time: 4:00 pm.

Milad mahfil: Bangladesh Law Association will hold a

milaecd mahfil

in memory of late Advocate Syved Babar Elahi.

Venue: DU Science Annex Building. Time: 4:30 pm.

Exhibition: a graphical painting exhibition by Indian
artist Debasis Samajpati titled “Through Black™ will be

inau
Dhaka. Time: 5:00 pm.

rated. Venue: Conference room of Alliance Francaise de

'Cultural programme: Nirapod Sharak Chai will

hold a cultural programme to raise funds for the treatment of
road accident victims. Venue. Engineers Institute auditorjum.

Time: 5:30 pm.

Seminars: international Centre for Study of Bengal Art
(ICSBA) will hold its 19th seminar. Prof Henry Glassie of
Indiana University, Bloomington will present a talk on "The

dilemma of the modern

for

the traditional artists in

Bangladesh. Venue: Library Hall of the Centre. House No 32E,
Road No 17-A, Banani. Tune: 5:30 pm.

RH"V: Bangabandhn Sangskritik Jote will hold a rallv to
mark the birth anniversary of National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam.
Venue: From Ramna Park gate to Press Club.

Rain likel
Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty to
squally wind is likely at a few place over Dhaka, Chittagong,

Barisal and Sylhet divisions and at one or two

places over

Rajshahi and Khulna divisions during the next 12 hours till 6

pm today, reports UNB.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged during the
period over the country, Met office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 36.5 degree Celsius was
recorded at Khulna and the lowest of 22.8 degree Celsius at

Sitakunda.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.36 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5.14 am.
Maximum and minimum

temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 33.1 25.3 73 74
Chittagong 33.0 230 7 78
Rajshahi 35.0 253 70 " 70
Khulna 36.5 26.8 77 75
Barisal 34.1 254 74 92
Sylhet 33.9 258 80 66
Cox's Bazar 33.6 250 72 86

o c Sl L & ? O o o P e A I i o o o i o o s

arristers' Assoc
of Bangladesh

Barrister M Zahir has been
clected the president of The
Barrister's Assoclation of
Bangladesh while Barrister
Akhter Imam elected as the
vice-president, says a press re-
lease.

The elections took place at
the annual dinner of the asso-
ciation at the Ball Room of Ho-
tel Sonargaon on Tuesday.

Barrister M Mahbub Uddin
Khokan was elected as secretary
while Barrister M Badruddoza
Badal as treasurer of the asso-
clation. the release added.

Muktijoddha
Sanghati Parishad

By DU Correspondent

The Annual General Meeting
of Muktijoddhya Sanghati
Parishad (MSP) was held yes-
terday at the Sena Kalyan Bha-
ban in the city.

The meeting demanded im-
mediate execution of verdict of

Bangabandhu Murder Case and
also hailed the iInitiative of
Primme Minister Sheikh Hasina
In appointing the CEC,

The mectmi also demanded
trial of killing Maj. Gen Khaled
Mosharraf, Col. Huda and Col.

IHaider in 1975.

Presided over by Col. (retd)
Swakat All, MP and chairman
of the MSP, the programme was
addressed, among others, by

Nawsher All Nasu, Rezaul
Karim Reza, Hasan-uz-Zaman
Hasan. Habibur Rahman Habib
and Abdus Samad Pintu,

BRCT

Bangladesh Rehabilitation
Centre for Trauma Victims
(BRCT) held a discussion on
formulation of measures for the
prevention of torture at national
and international level recently,
says a press release,

Abbaas Falz, Asia Regional
Programme-South Asia Regilon
and leaders from different hu-
man rights organisations at-
tended the discussion.

Obituary

Obaldur Rahman (Bhola
Mial of village Noorpur in
Bhanga under Faridpur district
died of old age cmnpﬁcatmns on
Monday. He was 90, says a press
release.

He left behind his wife, a son
and a host of relatives and ad-
mirers to mourn his death.

ks namaz-e-janaza was
held at the Maghbazar Mosque
and he was burled at his famnily
graveyard in Noorpur.

Indiscriminate
use of PSA
by govt

denounced

By Staff Correspondent

Some 34 politiclans, teach-
ers, newsmen and other pro-
fessionals issued a joint state-
ment vesterday denouncing in-
discriminate enforcement of the
Public Safety Act (PSA) by the
government.

They cited some recent vio-
lent incidents involving ruling
party men and noted that not a
single case was filed against any
of them under the PSA.

They referred to the inci-
dents of road barricades raised
by ruling party lawmakers Hajl
Selim, damaging of 150 vehicles
at Karwan Bazar as a fallout of
violence involving two groups ol
Jubo League workers, and
grabbing of houses by son of a
ruling party politician.

They also demanded with-
drawal of warrant and 'false’
case against assistant general
secretary of Dhaka city unit of
BNP. Mosharraf Hossain Mshu.

The signatories Include,
among others, former minister
Sirajul Hossain Khan. Demo-
cratic League chairperson Oli
Abad, journalists Sadek Khan,
Amanullah Kabir, BFUJ leaders
Abdul Aziz and Mhamud
Shafiq, DUJ leader Ruhul Amin
(Gazi, prolessors Dr Mahbub
Ullah. Dr Aftab Aluned, filim di-
rector ( hashi Nazrul Islam.

BCL meeting
at Ganobhaban
today

By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), the student wing of ruling
Awami League, will hold an ex-
tended meeting at Ganobhaban
at 11 am today.

Prime Minister and Awami
League Chief Sheikh Hasina will
attend the meeting as chief
guest while different district unit
president and general secretary
of BCL will attend it.

M A Hassan new
Dist Governor

M A Has-
MJF has
been elected
District Gov-
ernor of Lions
Clubs Interna-
tional, Dis-
trict-315A2,
Bangladesh for
the year 2000-
2001 at the 5th
Annual District Convention
held on May 12 and 13 at a city
hotel, says a press release.

An organiser and adyvisor of
Lions Club of Dhaka Rose Gar-
den, Hassan is the Chairman
and Managing Director of
Aristopharma Ltd and also a
member of executive committee
ol Bangladesh Aushad Shilpa
Samity,

A renowned social worker of
Keraniganj, Hassan is a Melvin
Jones Fellow, a Life Membe
Patron and Major Donor ol
Bangladesh Lions Foundation
(BLF). He served the District-
315A2 as Vice District Governor
during 1999-2000 period.

Ln.
san,

of Lions Clubs

Dainik Janata

Journalists, employees
demand payment

of arrear salaries
By Staff Correspondent

Journalists and employees
of the 'Dainik Janata.' a Bangla
daily, have demanded that the
newspaper authority clear their
arrear salaries for the months
of March and April and give ap-
pointment letters as per Fifth
Wa%e Board rules.

he demand was raised at a
meeting of the journalists and
employees of the paper held in
the city on Monday. The meet-
ing also formed a 51-member
movement council with
Shamshus Salehin as its con-
vener, says a press release,

They warned the newspaper
authority of dire consequences
if their dues are not cleared
immediately.

DRU concerned
over assault
ONn newsmen

Dhaka Reporters' Unity
(DRU) has expressed eoncern at
the assault and threat against
some reporters and DRU mem-
bers by an identified group of
terrorists and Nagar Bhaban.,
reports UNB.

In a statement yesterday.
DRU President Anwarul Hagq
and General Secretary Mon-
warul Islam termed such threat
to and attack on journalists as
heinous and andacions

‘It's also a threat to the free-
dom of press and democracy,”

the statement said demanding
immediate Investigation iuto
the Incident and action against
those involved in it.

They alleged that the terror-
ists had called in some journal-
ists or a false tip that a dead
body found in a room at Nagar
Bhaban had been kept in an-
other room on the 13th floor
Tuesday.

FEMA

From page 12

FEMA also recommended
amendments (o certain other
clection laws relating to code of
conduct, campalgning,
administration and its
behaviour during election,
seltlement of disputes,
delimitation of constituencies,
number of seats (n the
parliament and voter list,
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Finance Minister Shah AMS Kibria (L.) and former Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman,
both from Sylhet and staunch political rivals, closer together at the installation ceremony

of Jalalabad Association held at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

— Star photo

William Pace suggests

Produce evidences to
Int’l Court of Law to
try war criminals

Williain R Pace, Convenor of
the Coalition for International
Criminal Court, yesterday sug-
gested that Bangladesh should
produce evidences and testi-
monies of the atrocities com-
mitted by Pakistani occupation
forces in 1971 to the Interna-
tional Court of Law and bring
official charges to try the war
criminals.

In an exclusive interview
with BSS, William, who is now
in the city in connection with a
national seminar, described the
atrocities as barbaric and a
heinous act against humanity.
He said the war criminals, both
in Bangladesh and Pakistan,
should be tried even after a long
period. “Yes, I do believe per-
sons involved in genocide
should be tried.”

William, who is on a mas-
sive campaign to create public
opinion in favour of ratifica-
tion of Rome Statute being
adopted to forge the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC),
said countries and individuals
who believe in rule of law and
democracy should sign the
Rome Statute and ratify the
treaty as early as possible.

Unlike the International
Court of Justice, 'ICC {s'a ' pro-
posed international permanent
court that will investigate and
bring to justice individuals who
commit most serious violations
of international humanitarian
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William R Pace, Convenor of the International Criminal

law, namely war crimes, crimes
against humanity and genocide.

A treaty named as "Rome
Statute” has already been ap-
proved by 120 countries and
signed by 96 countries for this
pur}mse. It is now waliting for
ratification by the party-coun-
tries. Nine countries have al-
ready ratified it. Seven coun-
tries including the USA, China
and Sri Lanka voted against
Rome Statute adopted in Italy
on July 17, 1998.

William lauded the role of
Bangladesh and Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for efforts to
uphold the democratic norms
and values and to establish rule
of law pglobally. He referred
Bangladesh'’s role to become the
first among the Asian countries
to sign the Rome Statute and
expressed the hope that by
September this year it would be
ratified by Bangladesh. He said
another 20 to 40 countries are
on pipeline to ratify the treaty
and said "I do hope that the 1C(
would start functioning by the
year 2003." _

Earlier, at a press conference
held at the National Press Club,
William explained the objec-

tiitives of a two:day national seni-

inar on 1CC that concluded yes-
tercday. He said Rome Statute
and ICC are the most important
documentation to protect hu-
man rights.
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Court, addressing a press conference at the Jatiya Press

Club yesterday morning.

— Star photo

Hasina: Present govt

From page 12

volved in politics in her student
life. She was made president of
Awami League without her
knowledge and she finally ac-
cepted it to maintain unity ol
the party and complete the un-
finished task of her father

Hasina regretted that Gen-
eral Zia did not want to let her
come to Bangladesh and hand
over their 32 Dhanmondi resi-
dence, Even he did not allow her
to hold milad at 32 Dhanmondi
residence to pray lor her par-
ents.

While Hving in Delhi, she
sald continuing the flashbacks,
General Zia wanted to meet her
but she did not meet the mili-
tary dictator. Zia also wanted to
send his wife to meet her, but
failed.

Bhutanese FM
leaves

Bhutanese Forelgn Minister
Lyonpo Jigmi Y Thinley left
Dhaka for home vesterday end-
ing his five-day officlal visit
which he described as “fruitful,
productive and satisfactory",
reports BSS,

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad saw him off at the
alrport,

During his stay here, the
Bhutanese Foreign Minister
called on President Shahabud-
clin  Ahmed, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, Leader of the
Opposition Begum Khaleda Zla
and held meetings with the
Frincipal Secrelary (o the
Primme Minister and the Com-
merce Secrelary,

k !

‘In last 19 years, I had to
struggle every moment to re-
build the party on the one hand
and rear my children with
proper education on the other,"
she told her partymen.

Hasina said she had com-
pleted two lmmportant tasks as
president of Awami League.
First. she has been able to steer
the party back to power through
a democratic and electoral pro-
cess and secondly hold trial of
the killers of Bangabandhu.

MakKing a dig at the opposi-
tion movement to oust her gov-
ernment by creating different
issues, Hasina said all their at-
tempts failed one after another,
She said BNP and its allies
want to destabilize the political
atmosphere in a bid to protect
the Kkillers of Bangabandhu.
The verdict in Bangabandhu
murder case would be imple-
mented, she added.

"The Kkillings will not be
stopped unless the verdict is
implemented.” she sald while
addressing the leaders and
workers of Awaml League who
g]nthvrf:tl at her official resi-
dence to greet her on the occa-
sion of her Home-Coming Day
this morning.

Hasina sald If the killing are
spared then the killings will
continue and there will be no
peace in the soclety. She salid
the killers will be encouraged if
lht‘?’ are not brought to book
and punished.

Amidst protest, the Prime
Minister sald she would leave
Awaml League presidency lor
new leadership. She will also
retire from active politics at the
age ol 57, "But 1 will keep myself
engaged in the task of bringing
siile on the faces of hapless
people of this country.”

President hosts

reception for
Buddhists

President Justice Shahabud-
din Ahmed |yntzste'rday hosted a
reception for the Buddhist
community at Bangabhaban on
the occasion of Buddha Purn-
ima, reports UNB,

CHT Affairs Minister Kalpa
Ranjan Chakma, State Minis-
ter for Religious Affairs
Moulana Nurul Islam, members
of parliament Dipankar
Talukder and Ethin Rakhain,
Swami Akkharananda of
Ramkrishna Mission and
Math, Chairman of Hindu-Bud-
dha-Christian Community Maj
Gen (retd) C R Datta and leaders
of Buddha community and
other professionals attended
the reception.

Ambassadors of Nepal,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thai-
land were also present on the
occasion. ’

Earlier, President Sha
habuddin welcomed the guests
and exchanged pleasantries
with them. He also enquired
about their welfare.

BSP

From page |
minister , finance minister and
state minister for inforimation.
The committee in its report on
27.8.1998 recommended 300
per cent increase in the rate of
government advertisement . But
there had been only 30 per cent
rise in the rate from 1.7.98
which was not revised even af-
ter the report was submitted. It
agreed with the BSP suggestion
that by reducing the size of the
government advertisement and

increasing the rate by 300 per
cent with only Tk 7.7 crore
additional allocation annually,

the crisis could be overcome.
But regrettably there had not
been minimum efforts to im-
plement the recommendation”.
The meeting further said "On
the one hand. the agreed deci-
sions were bypassed and on the
other, the locally produced
newsprint prices were raised by
Tk 4,000 per tonne and im-
ported newsprint duties and
cost have risen by 33 percent”.
The meeting was attended by
Mizanur Rahman Mizan |
Dainik Khabar), Mohamamd
Atiqullah Khan Masud ( Dainik
Janakantha), Mahfuz Anam |
The Daily Star), Mahbubul Alam
(The Independent), Golam Sar-
war ( Dainik . Jugantar), Mo-
hamamd Zakaria Khan ( Ban-
glabazar Patrika, Matiur Rah-
man Chonhdury ( Dainik Mana-
bjamin). Muzaffar Hossain Pa-
Itu [ Danik Pravat) Moqbul Ho-
ssain MP ( Dainik Al-Amin and
M Wahiudullah ( Dainik Azadi).

Brief shower

From page 1

today. the sources said. adding,
there is possibility of rain.

The capital and its adjacent
areas yesterday experienced
load shedding of more than 230
MW, sources in DESA said.

PDB yesterday generated
2419 MW power against the
countrywide requirement of
about 2575 megawatt,

PDB allocation for DESA
command areas yesterday was
960 MW against the require-
ment of about 1100 megawatt.

There was power shortage of
more than 60 MW only in
Dhaka city.

Meanwhile, twelve out of 63
power generating units of the
country remained shut down
yesterday, sources in PDB said.

The units that remained
shut vesterday due to mainte-
nance purpose are : Raujan-1, 2
Sylhet Gas, Shahjibazar-3,
Fenchuganj Gas Turbine-1, 2,
Fenchuganj Steam, Khulna
Burge Mounted Power Plant-1,
Baghabari Gas, Ashugan)-2.
Rangpur Gas Turbine and
Barisal Gas Turbine-2.

Dialogue

From page |
for appointing a new CEC

Mustaque Ahmed Chowd-
hury iIs in charge of the CEC
office since Mohammad Abu
Hena went on leave on Novem-
ber 30, 1999. Hena resigned on
medical grounds on May 8.

Replying to a query. the act-
ing CEC sald appointment of
Chief Election Commissioner is
a “political decision™ and like
others he also thinks that the
decision should be on the basis
of consensus.

Chowdhury sald according to
constitutional provision the
President of the Republic would
make the appointment of the
CEC following advice of the
Prime Minister.

|

From page |
demanding implementation of
its 1l-point and four-point
agreements. Led by two ruling
party MPs, Waziuddin Khan
and Shahjahan Khan, faction
of Bangladesh Sarak Pariba-
han ramlk Federation
(BSPSF).

In the capital, movement of
all modes of vehicles, Including
buses, trucks, taxies, autorick-
shaws and tempos was normal.

Abdul Kuddus, an official of
Sohag Paribahan — one of the
leading companies of luxury
buses — told The Daily Star they
have cancelled all of their
scheduled buses towards south-
ern districts, The Chittagong
bound buses plied as per sched-
uled, they claimed.

Transport owners said they
are mentally prepared to run
thelr vehicles across the coun-
try today by ignoring the strike
call. “If security Is ensured, we
would run our vehicles all over
the country as there is no sup-
port in favour of the strike,”
sald Rustom All Khan, secre-
tary general of Bangladesh
Truck Malik Samity (BTMS)
(truck owners assoclation).

The strike was only observed
in northern and southern dis-
tricts which are considered as
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Transport strike

the atrm:ﬁjmirl of toll collectors,
he nllrp[c .

Shahjahan Khan MP, one of
the leaders of BSPSF, told the
Star yesterday afternoon that
they would continue the strike
until repression on the trans-

rt workers was stopped.

Shahjahan sald they want to
resolve the issue thmugh Con-
structive discussion. "But the
government is reluctant to dis-
cuss the issue with us,” he al-
leged.

chlyln% to a question, he
categorically pointed out that
there are provisions In the
trade union laws to collect toll
for running assoclations,

Khan said they also want
elimination of toll collection.
“That is why, we welcomed the
Home Minister's directive to
rernove toll collection centres,”
he added.

In a statement yesterday,
BSPSF called upon the workers
to observe the strike peacefully.
The Home Minister is unneces-
sarily complicating the sjtua-
tion, leaders of the federation
alleged.

hey also demanded with-
drawal of ‘false’ cases and re-
lease of transport leaders and
workers,

Hasina asks BCL

From page |

forts to establish peace in this
region, coinciding with the AL
chief's home-coming after six
years since her father Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man was assassinated on Au-
gust 14, 1975.

The rousing reception took
place at Paltan Maidan with
BCL President Bahadur Bepari
in the chair. AL General Secre-
tary Zillur Rahman, National
Professor Kabir Choudhury and
BCL General Secretary Ajoy Kar
Khokon also spoke on the occa-
sion,

About student politics,
Hasina said, "We don't intend to
use the student community as a
political tool because our party
has its base in the grassroots.”

The poor

Froim page 1
tients

Prof M A Wahab of Urology
department said, "For drugs for
free bed patients we appeal o
committee. On the basis of the
list, if approved we buy them
the required drugs but that is
not happening at the moment.”

The hospital superintendent
Dr M R Bhuiyan, when con-
tacted denied the allegations
claiming there was plenty of
drugs and vitamins in the hos-
pital pharmacy.

To confirin this he called
pharmacy and while on phone
he was told enly four type-of
drugs are available and vita-
mins were plenty in supply

When asked to allow this
correspondent to visit the
pharmacy, Dr Bhuivan refused.

Nurses, doctors and even
people working in the phar-
macy told this correspondent
that there were hardly any
drugs in the store. "The superin-
tendent is lying,”" commented
one doctor.

During an interview last
year with Dr Bhuiyan regardin
drugs supply problem he haj
categorically mentioned that
steps were underway to procure
drugs within a couple of
months.

Dr KM H S Sirajul Haq, head
of fund granting committee
sald, "For poor we have indi-
vidual committee and we have
also laid down principles to
identify destitutes. On the basis
of committee's demand we ap-
prove fund. But the maximum a
patient receives is Tk 2000
worth of drugs at a time."

Asked if the system is in op-
eration, he said, "Yes, since
early last month.”

The hospital receives about
Tk 12 lakh every three months
from interest (11.5%) of Tk 5
crore-deposit money

Bangabazar
From page |
market for garments in the
country.

Ideal market was occupied
by goons allegedly backed by
some ruling party MPs

The same gang occupied Ma-

hanagar market on Friday
night allegedly in presence ol
police.

On Saturday, police took
over the market when the dis-
possessed shop owners and
leaders of Mahanagar Market
Association along with those of
three other associations in the
cluster of markets marched to-
wards the market to drive away
the goons

The shops were returned to
the owners on Monday, follow-
ing a meeting between Mayor
Mohammad Hanif and leaders
of the market associations on
the previous day:.

Skid Ghat

From page 1
traders are scared. No action
has so far been taken by the
KMP to drive out the armed
cadres and criminals.

In September last vyear,
unauthorised occupiers of rail-
way land were evicted and their
{llegal structures bulldozed. But
the evicted persons have staged
a come back on the same rail-
way land. There was no resis-
tance from law enforcers who
have been deployed there to
guard the government property
and prevent criminal activities.

Drug trafficking, pilferage of
fuel and foodgrains and other
criminal acts have again
gripped the Skid Ghat area.

'l}])ltc members of law enforc-
ing agencies seem ‘reluctant to
take any more risk' fearing rul-
ing party men who once played
key role in ousting Ershad
Shikdar from there, observed
some local people.

|

e T iy g g, @ e T i, i,

Asking the BCL workers to
build themselves worthy citi-
zens, she sald without proper
education, the students would
not be able to face the chal-
lenges of the new century and
lead the nation.

She also advised the students
to contribute to government
efforts to protect the envi-
ronment and remove {lliteracy.
"Every Chhatra League worker
should plant at least two
saplinga and teach two illiter-
ate persons.”

Recalling her home-coming
19 years back, she said, ~ |
looked for my near and dear
ones in the crowd who went to
receive me at the airport. [ tried
to come back to the country sev-
eral times but the then presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman did not al-
low me.”

The PM asked the students to
guard against ‘conspiracy’ of
BNP, Jatiya Party and Jamaat-
e-Islami to ‘disrupt’ the demo-
cratic process and obstruct de-
velopment.

The AL chief accused the
BNP-led opposition alliance of
‘protecting’ the self-confessed
killers of father of the nation
and his family members in-
cluding women and children .
“Are they human beings? she
questioned

Earlier on her arrival at the
reception venue, Hasina was
given a hearty welcome by the
BCL activists who showered
flower petals, released colpured
balloons in the air and sang
welcome songs. Thev presénted
three crests and citation 1o her.

Khaleda
From page |
preparation for serving iu
prison, Khaleda forewarned
they would be sued after fall of
the government.

"Whenever Awami League
comes to power, the country is
adorned with calumnious titles.
During the regime of Sheikh
Mujib the country was dubbed a
basket case. Now during the
Sheikh Hasina's rule
Bangladesh was blemished as
the most corrupt country,” she
said.

And people have given the
government the nomenclature of
"traitor and liar

The meeting was held in the
MN Academy premises
demanding the release of BNP
standing committee member K
M Obaidur Rahman

Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Col (retd) Ol
Ahmed, Advocate Khondoker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed. Chowd-
hury Kamal Ibne Yusulf,
Shahzada Mia and Prof Sha-

heda Obaid also addressed the
meeting K M Jahangir
presided

Denouncing the detention of
K M Obaidur Rahman in jail,
the BNP chairperson said the
government tmplicated him in
F;_ﬂ!-.f't 1510 S
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Ncws analysis

From page 12
reported remark by Jairam
Ramesh, a young articulate
leaders and a secretary of Con-
gress' economic department,
that if things went as they were
under present party leadership,
Congress would not be able to
regain power in another 50
vears.

The remarks, published in
an interview to a foreign
weekly, set off a controversy in
Congress circles. Ramesh said
his remarks were "quoted out of
the context and misinter-
preted”. He finally apologized
for the remarks.

The apology apart. Ramesh's
criticism of the party leader-
ship is the latest i a series al-
ready set in motion by a lew
senlor party leaders. indcinding
C.D. Mehta of Gujarat state,

AP adds: Sonia is facing in-
creasing criticism from col-
leagues and poor turnouts at her
rallies.

Fewer than 50 people turned
up at her house today when she
flagged off a convoy of trucks
carrving grass for livestock in
Rajasthan, where a drought has
killed thousands of cows and
sheep.

On Tuesday, only 35 of her
173 lawmakers joined her rally
when she asked the government
not to cut food subsidies.

An hour later. her party
leaders were 5qulrmincf, when
Sonia’'s top adviser and a for-
mer Indian finance minister,
Manmohan Singh, participated
in a parliamentary debate and
defended the governments
policies on pruning subsidies.

Y

B e St g



