-

-

DHAKA, THURSDAY MAY 18, 2000

International

RUF leader Sankoh captured

UN hostages being freed in Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, May 17 : Cheer- "

Ing crowds filled the streets of
Freetown today as rebel leader
Foday Sankoh was captured
and his rebels began treeing the
last of 500 UN peacekeepers
taken hostage two weeks ago,
reports AFP.

Sankoh was taken to army
headquarters in the capital,
where he is in British hands. a
British army officer said.

The wily rebel leader, whose
forces have broken a fragile 10-
month peace accord, had been
missing since May 8.

Shortly after Sankoh's cap-
ture, the United Nations an-
nounced that rebels had begun
releasing some 350 hostages
held in eastern and northern
Sierra Leone.

Sankoh, who launched a
brutal guerrilla war in 1991 and
won vice presidential powers as
part of the Lome peace accord
last July, was being held by
British troops, said a British of-
ficer who refused to be identi-
fied.

As news broke of Sankoh's
arrest, crowds massed outside

Foday Sankoh

the heavily guarded army build-
ing shouting anti-Sankoh slo-
ans, while other Sierra
coneans drove through the
streets to voice their joy over
the arrest of the man behind
systematic mutilation of civil-
lans in an eight-year campaign
of terror.

"Sankoh is in the hands of
the British army for the mo-
ment. We will hand him over

later to the Sierra Leone gov-
ernment,” the officer salid.

He gave no further detalils
and did not explain wllr
Sankoh was under British
guard inside a Sierra Leone
army compound.

Authorities accuse Sankoh,
who escaped death row after
striking the July power-sharing
agreement, ol masterminding
another coup and illicitly sell-
ing diamonds.

The United Nations also
holds Sankoh personally re-
sponsible for his rebels having
taken 500 peacekeepers hostage
earlier this month. After an
initial batch of 140 were freed
on Sunday, the remainder were
being released on Wednesday,
the UN force commander said.

The Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) leader went miss-
ing last week Monday following
a massive anti-RUF demonstra-
tion outside his house that
turned violent. Nineteen people
were killed in the incident.

In Rome, the Misna mis-
sionary j{mup said Sankoh had
been hiding in a shelter under

his Freetown house.

But government soldlers
here told AFP that he had been
arrested early Wednesday In the
seaside area of Lumley alter
being spotted by residents there.

His fate had been the prime
subject of talk In Freetown,
with rumonrs eirculating in the

yress and on the streets that he
‘Ifd(l died of a heart attack, fled

into the bush, left the country to
sell his diamonds, or was being
held secretly by the UN force

Uy l':il:SI nited Nations was

lambasted by human rights
sroups last year for granting the
LUF amnesty after rebels raped,
killed and mutilated tens of
thousands of civillans.

But Sankoh, who wields
considerable power in rural
Sierra Leone, still has a chance
at redemption, the United
States has sald.

"He does still have a chance
and the abllity to prove himself
by making sure the Imsta@ﬁ%s get
released and getting back into
line with the accords,” the State
Department said.

15 killed in fresh
sectarian clashes
in Ambon

AMBON, Indonesia, May 17 :
At least 15 people were killed
and more than 50 others in-
jured in fresh sectarlan clashes
in Ambon In Indonesia's
Maluku islands yesterday and
today, reports and witnesses
sald here, reports AFP.

Thirteen civillans -- 12
Muslims and one Christian --
and two members of the secu-
rity lorces had been killed n

the violence since late Tuesday,
the state Antara news agency
sald,

Among the dead were a 19-
year-old policeman and an
ariy soldier, Antara sald,
adding that at least 59 others
were injured.

Most of the victims were
shot dead when securlity forces
opened fire to disperse mobs of
the two religious communities
clashing in downtown Ambon
city.

Antara sald two people were
killed and 11 others wounded In
the first clashes late on Tuesday
at the border separating the
Mardhika and Batumerah ar-
eas. Thirteen other people were
killed and 48 others were in-
jured Wednesday in similar vio-
lence and shooting,

—
Pak ruler backs down on |

blasphemy law change

ISLAMABAD, May 17: Pak-
istan’s military ruler, facing his
first organised challenge in
seven months, has withdrawn a
key change to a controversial
blasphemy law to appease
restive religious parties, reports
Reuters,

The officlal APP news agency
quoted General Pervez Mushar-
raf as saying late on Tuesday
that an amendment to the
blasphemy law would be with-
drawn as demanded by Islamic
f{r{)ups who had threatened to
10ld protest rallies on Friday.

The religious parties had
backed the powerful traders in
calling a three-day strike from
Friday in protest against a gen-
eral sales tax (GST) and a sur-
vey to broaden the narrow tax
base, a key demand of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund.

Under the change, anyone
with a blasphemy grievance had
to register a complaint, called a
First Information Report (FIR),
with the area administrator or
District Commissioner, Instead
of with the local police chief.

The change was aimed at
making the process more offi-
cial and harder to abuse, but
religious groups sald It was a

dilution of a key legal provision
sialeguarding Islam, and were
furious.

"As It was the unanimous
demand of the Ulema (religious
scholars) and of the people,
therefore, 1 have decided to do
away with the procedural
change In registration of a First
Information Report under the
blasrl“lem law,” APP quoted
Musharraf as saying.

Musharraf was talking to
reporters on his return from a
two-day official visit of Turk-
menistan.

Human rights groups have
long demanded the repeal of the
blasphemy law, which they say
is often twisted against religious
minorities or in personal vendet-
tas and land disputes.

It was not Iimmediately
known if they would now with-
draw from the strike but APP
Tmtﬂl an official as saying
that there was no further justi-
fication for it.

The protest is the first
organised challenge Musharraf
has faced since he came to
power in a bloodless coup in
October and suspended
parliament and the constitution.

Gill to help
Lanka

crush Tamil
uprising
NEW DELHI, May 17: An an-

titerrorism expert who led the
police crackdown on Sikh sepa-

ratists In Indlan will hel
neighbouring Sri Lanka crus
the Tamlil uprising. a newspa-
per reported today, says AP,
KPS Gill, who is widely cred-
ited with ending the Sikh rebel-
llon in India in the early 1990s,
will fly to Colombo this week to
advise the government on an
antiterrorism strategy, the In-
dian Express newspaper re-
ported.
‘I have been Invited in my
Ef:rﬁmnal capacity by the Sri
ankan government.” the paper
quoted Gill as 53}'111%,
Gill anugillt the Indian gov-
ernnent's clearance before ac-
cepling the offer, the paper said.
India has refused to send its
military into Sri Lanka to fight
Tamil Tiger rebels, who are
seeking a homeland, In recent
weeks, they have advanced to
the outskirts of Jaffna. their
former stronghold that they are
trying to recapture from the
soldiers,
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The BA Regional Turboprop at Liverpool Airport after it made an emergency landing

Tuesday. All 44 passengers and four crew made a successful evacuation after the plane

came to a halt on the runway at the airport and tilted on to one wing.
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PWG kills 3 cops in Andhra:

Three policemen have been Kkille

v left-wing extremists in the

southern Indian state of Andhra Pradesh, police said vesterday,

Reuters reports from Hyderabad.

A police spokesman said six members of the outlawed People's

War Group

(PWG) ambushed a group of policemen in Nizamabad

town, 160-km (100 miles) north of the state capital, Hyderabad,
on Tuesday night. He said an assistant sub-inspector, a constable
and a home guard were shot dead in the attack.

Driver shot dead in Delhi foad: I

another case of road rage on the Indian capital's crowded
highways, three drunken men argued with a car driver after an
accident, then shot him dead and injured two passengers,
newspapers reported Wednesday, AP says from New Delhi.
Tuesday’s Killing highlighted urban strees, the easy availability
of firearms — legal and illegal — and the failure of police to curb
drunken driving by operators of the city's 3.2 million vehicles. *

17 militants among 21
killed in Kashmir |

SRINAGAR. India, May 17 :
Indian troops gunned down 17
Muslim rebels in separate en-
counters in Kashmir, as two
civilians and two soldiers were
also killed in unabated violence
in the disputed Himalayan
state, police said today, reports
AFP.

Police commandos early
Wednesday killed two rebels in
the military garrison of
Yaripura, in Anantnag district,
some 65 km south of the state
winter capital Srinagar.

"One civilian also died in the
exchange of fire between the
militants and the police.,” a po-
lice official told AFP.

A police spokesman said In-
dian combat troops shot dead
six Islamic guerrillas late Tues-
day who entered Kashmir from
Pakistan at a Ragni border
point, some 150 km north of
Srinagar.

The six had crossed the Line
of Control (LoC) which sepa-
rates the Indian and Pakistani
zones of Kashmir. police said.

"Six militants were killed in

the firefight that lasted several
hours. We recovered three AK-
47 assault rifles, a machine gun
and a pistol. We are keeping a
vigil on the border to flush out
militants who may be in hid-
ing," said the spokesman.

In a separate encounter, In-
dian troops late Tuesday foiled
another infiltration bid at a
border point in Rajouri 190 km
north of the state summer capi-
tal Jammu.

"Nine militants, four of
them Pakistani, were killed in
the encounter.” said a defense

spokesman lere,
In the crossflire one Indian

soldier was Kkilled. while an
army officer was seriously in-
jured,” he added.

Muslim rebels overnight
Tuesday carried out a rocket
attack on a security post near
Banihal, some 200 km east of
Jammu. One soldier and a civil-
lan were Killed in the attack.

Meanwhile, local authorities
Wednesday fished out the
multilated body of an alleged
police informer.

— AFP photo

Rebels demand independence
In exchange of hostages

JOLO, May 17: Muslim
rebels holding 21 Western and
Aslan hostages have issued their
first written conditions for their
captives’ release, ln(‘ludiu% cre-
ation of an independent Islamic
state — a demand the Philip-
pine government has repeatedly
refused, reports AP.

The demands are likely to
complicate and prolong negotia-
tions with the Abu Sayyaf
rebels, which are scheduled to
start either Thursday or Friday.

The highly political two-page
manifesto described the Kkid-
napping as a “"minor thing"
compared injustices suffered by
the Philippines’ Muslim mjnor-
ity.

The Abu Sayvaf, the smaller

and more extreme of two Mus-
lim separatist groups fighting in
the impoverished southern
Philippines, also asked interna-
tional organisations, including
the United Nations, to create a
commission to examine the
plight of Muslims in the region.

Muslim people “have been a
hostage of the Philippine gov-
ernment,” said the manifesto,
provided to journalists Tuesday.
“The Philippine government Kid-
napped the sovereignty” of Mus-
lims, it added.

Muslim sultanates existed in
what is now the southern
Philippines before Spain
colonised the territory in the
1500s. '

24 soldiers convicted
for Aceh massacre

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia,
May 17 : An Indonesian court
today sentenced 24 soldlers and
a civillan to up to 10 years' jail
for the massacre of 58 civilians
in the first major human rights
trial in the restive province of
Aceh, reports AFP.

"The defendants have
legally and with certainty been
found to be guilty of the crime of
jointly murdering (people),”
Judge Ruslan Dahlan said read-
ing out the verdict with another
judge.

Dahlan, heading a panel of
civilian and military judges,
sald the defendants had used
"weaponry which were not pro-
portionate to the weapons car-

ried by the victims."

The victims, some of whom
had been armed with knives
and machetes, all died fromn
being shot in the head or chest
and there appeared to have been
no attempt to immobilize them,
Dahlan said.

The "Connectivity Court,”
the first to involve civilian and
military judges, was set up to
specifically address cases of
gross human rights violations
by soldiers and officials in
Aceh.

Ten members of the Kostrad
army strategic reserve coin-
mand, including a captain and
a second lieutenant, were sen-
lenced to eight years and six
months each.

Brosnan opts for
delay in tying
the knot

LOS ANGELES, May 17:
James Bond star Pierce Bros-
nan has postponed his Irish
wedding, which had been set for
this coming weekend, until his
teenage son fully recovers from
an automobile accident last
month, a spokesman for the ac-
tor said Tuesday. reports
Reuters.

Publicist Dick Guttman said
in statement that Sean Bros-
nan, 16, was recently readmit-
ted to a Los Angeles area hospi-
tal for treatment of complica-
tions from his injuries, which
included a broken pelvis.

No details about the compli-
cations or the boy's medical
condition were released.

Myanmar military must
respect democracy: US

WASHINGTON, May 17: The
United States on Tuesday
marked the JOth anniversary
of aborted elections in Myan-
mar by endorsing the struggle
for democracy in the South
Asian state, dominated by mili-
tary rulers for half a century,
reports Reuters.

In an impassioned message
of support for the country's
democracy leader, Aung San
Suu Kyi, Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright said, "To-
day we renew our appeal to the
authorities in Rangoon to abide
by the democratic wishes of
their people.”

Suu Kyi, the recipient of a
Nobel Peace Prize, heads the

National League for Democracy.
which won 392 of the 485 seats
contested in the 1990 election.

"We renew our commitment
to Aung San Suu Kyl and the
National League for Democracy
As long as you struggle, we will
do all we can to assist. And we
know that you will not stop
struggling until you prevail”
Albright said.

She was speaking at an
event held by the National En-
dowment for Democracy to
mark the anniversary of the
election, held on May 27, 1990,
and to hear a videotaped mes-
sage from Suu Kyi, who said,
"We are not going to give up our
struggle.”

Eritrea remains confident
in face of Ethiopian gains

ASMARA, May 17 : Despite
confired reports of Ethiopian
territorial advances, the Er-
itrean  government remains
confident it has the military
situation under control, a top
Eritrean official has told AFP.

"We cannot discuss military
strate%_\.’. but daily military
shifts have no meaning on the
end result,” Eritrean presiden-
tial spokesman Yemane Ghe-

bremeskel said Tuesday
evening.
"At the moment Ethiopia

says it controls deep inside of
Eritrea. Let's wait and see,” said
Yemane, adding that the situa-
tion is extremely fluid and that

there are no permanent fixed
positions.

‘If Ethiopia is penetrating
deep into Eritrean territory, (its
forces) will be decimated,” he
predicted.

Fighting broke out Friday
between Ethiopia and Eritrea
after a prolonged lull in their
two-year border conflict.

Tens of thousands of troops
have lost their lives since Fri-
day, according to claims issued
by the rival governiments

The spokesman denied re-
ports that Ethiopia occupied the
main southern supply route be-
tween the western and central
fronts

Yoshiro Mori
Japan is a divine nation
Japanese PM
apologises for
his comment

TOKYO, May 17 Prime
Minister Yoshiro Mori apolo-
gised to parliament today for
whipping up a pre-election
storm by describing Japan as a
divine nation with the emperor
at its centre, reports AFP.

The opposition vowed to de-
mand his government's resig-
nation over the comment,
reminiscent of Japan's wartime
creed that the emperor was a
living god.

Mori's statement, coming in
the run-up to a general election
expected June 25, stunned the
public and press

"It is a matter of course that
I, as prime minister, strictly
uphold and respect the
sovereign power, which resides
with the people, and freedom of
religion,” Mori told a full ses-
sion of the upper house

| am sorry if | have caused a
misunderstanding and [ would
like to offer my apologies.” said
the prime minister. who has a
reputation for making verbal
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Iranian House
votes to seal
border with
Afghanistan

TEHRAN, May 17 : Iran's
parliament voted today to seal
the country's 940 km border
with Afghanistan in a bid to
contain drug smuggling, reports
AFP.

The conservative-dominated
parliament agreed to give a spe-
cial budget to the interior min-
istry to build electronically-
equipped walls and fences to
keep out smugglers and bandits.

Deputies said the measures
were essential to save the bor-
der province of Khiorassan from
drugs and criminal activity.

On Sunday an MP from a
border region made a violent at-
tack on Interior Minister Ab-
dolvahed Mussavi-Lari for the
lack of security.

"Every day our children, our
women and our men are shot
dead, taken hostage or raped by
Afghan bandits and drug traf-
fickers,” shouted Ebrahimbay
Salami, who represents Khvaf
and Reshtekhar in the frontier
area.

Lankan jets, tanks beat back |

waves of LTTE attacks

COLOMBO, May 17 Sri
Lankan aircraft and tanks beat
back waves of Tamil rebel as-
saults by Kkilling at least 39
Tiger guerillas who tried to
breach army defences near the
town of Jafina, the government
said today, reports AFP.

Troops backed by aircraft
and artillery guns pounded
formations of the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) at Columbuthurai
and Kaithady overnight, the
government said in a state-
ment,

"Troops manning defences
observed over 30 terrorist dead
bodies ahead of the defences,”
the statement said adding that
another nine rebels were killed
when troops smashed a rebel
bunker near Navatkuli.

The government said three
Tiger boats crossing the Jaffna
lagoon were also attacked with
heavy guns mounted on main
battle tanks but gave no esti-
mate of rebel casualties.

The government statement

also did not say if security
forces suffered any casualties in
the overnight battles.

However, the government
said civilians in Jaffna were
not leaving the area despite ar-
tillery and mortar attacks
blamed on the Tamil Tigers.

There was no imnurﬁiatc re-
action from the guerrillas to the
latest military claims, but the
rebels said in a statement from
their London office Tuesday
that they launched two frontal
assaults along the coastal areas
of Jaffna and Chavakachcheri.

"The Tiger combat units
have smashed through the de-
fence lines of the government
troops causing heavy casualties
to the enemy,” the LTTE state-
ment said on Tuesday.

The LTTE said fighting was
also raging at Kaithady near
Jaffna.

The latest fighting came as
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga on Wednesday
vowed to restore peace based on
Buddhist principles of non-vio-

lence and equality.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga today vowed to re-
store peace based on Buddhist
principles as heavy fighting
raged with Tamil rebels in the
north.

Kumaratunga used a message |

on Wesak, Buddhism's most
important celebrations mark-
ing the birth, enlightenment
and the passing away of Bud-
dha, to call for national unity
and an end to the bitter civil
war.

"We will soon take steps to
provide comprehensive and
laﬁtingl:g solutions drawing from
the philosophy of Buddhism
based on equality with honour
and co-existence which every-
body can accept,” Kumaratunga
said

She said a solution to the
country's drawn out Tamil sep-
aratist conflict could be found
by lollowing the path of Bud-
dha’s teachings.

Lankan Tamils trapped
en law & war

COLOMBO,
Trapped
guerilla

May I
between a brutal
roup. tough anti-
terrorisin laws and a threat of
communal violence, minority
Tamils in Sir Lanka are battling
apprehension.

“Tension, anxiety fear
would best characterize the
mood in the Tamil community
at the moment,” Pakiasothy
Saravanmuttu, himself a Tamil
and head of the Colombo based
think-tank Centre for Policy Al-
ternatives, told Reuters.

“The general attitude
pears to be stay quiet
tread carefully.” he said.

That certainly seemed to be
the mood on the streets of
Wellawatte. Colombo's predom-
Inately Tamil district, dubbed
“Little Jaffna” after the north-
ern peninsula where separatist
Tamlil Tiger rebels are battling
government trrm;)*.

Dozens of passers-by and
shopkeepers declined to com-
ment on the latest flare-up In
the fighting in Jaffna

Many professional and white-
collar workers also declined in-
terviews, and those who did
speak chose thelr words care-

ap-
and

betwg

fully.

“Tamils don't want war. We
want peace.” said A T Lingam,
an aid workers.

Like most of Colombo's
Tamils, Lingam is from one of
the war-torn areas of the coun-
iry's north and east where Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) rebels are fighting for a
separate Tamil homeland.

The Tamils' apprehensions
stemm partly from tough new
public security laws which
drastically curtail freedom of
EXpression

Under the laws, which were
introduced earlier this month
after the LTTE launched a
fresh offensive to recapture
Jaffna, nobody can criticise the
president or hold protest
marches. Trade union actions
are banned and the government
has the power to sclze property
and vehicles.

Strict censorship has also
been imposed on the media.

Tamils in Colombo have al-
wayvs been anxlous about police
ralds conducted under the 22.-
yvear-old Prevention of Terrorism
Act

The the

government says

tough new laws are intended to
protect Tamils living outside the
north and east from any back-
lash that might occur if things
go wrong for the mainly major-
ity Sinhalese army on the bat-
tlefront. "They (the public secu-
rity laws) are also intended to
prevent attempts ... (to) fish in
troubled waters and Incite the
people and inflame the county,”
President Chandrika Ku-
maratunga told the nation In a
recent television address.

S Muthukumarawamy, a
retired Jaffna public servant,
agreed

“The government i{s our only
protector,” he sald, adding that
he fears a repeat of 1983 eth-
nic riots whenever tensjon builds
up in the country because of the
fighting

In July 1983 majority Sin-
halese mobs went on the ram-
page in Colombo and other
parts of the country after the
rebels killed 13 Sinhalese sol-
diers in Jaffna.

Hundreds ol Tamils were
Killed and thousands more dis-
placed in the riots that plunged
the country into its current full-
scale ethnic war,
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_Indin'r-. main opposition leader Sonia Gandhi (R) flags off a convoy of 100 trucks vesterday
in New Delhi carrying food and medicine for the drought-hit areas in the north Indian
state of Rajasthan. Rajasthan, along with its neighbouring state is reeling under one of
J the \ivnrst droughts of recent times which is estimated to have affected over 50 million

people.
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1. Quotation notice
no
Name of work

b

at

be available

8. The ofticers who : 1)
will receive the
quotations (1n 2)
sealed cover)

3)
4)
5)

9, Last date & time
of svllin}:
quntatinn

10. Last date & time
of receiving
quotation (in
sealed cover)

1. " Last, Sante ok
opening
quotation box

12. Date & time ot
opening
quotation by the
undersigned |

13. Date & time ol
lottery (1f
necessary)

DEP-11726-15/5
(:-928

Government of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer (RHD)
Road Division, Barguna

Notice Inviting Quotation for
Ferry Leas

Quotation no 3/1999-2000
Lease of the Amtali Ferry Ghat

Patuakhali-Amtali-Barguna

road under Barguna Road
Division, during the year 1999-
2000 '
3. Estimated cost As per quoted rate.
4. Earnest money 10% (ten per cent) of quoted total
amount.
d. Eligibility of : A to D general category
contractors favourite person/ private limited
firm.
6. Lease period Up to 30-6-2001 from the date ot
work order
7. Name of officers : 1) Commissioner, Barisal
where the Division, Barisal.
quotations 2) Executive Engineer (RHD),
Jncumentﬁ will Road Division, Barisal/

Up to 24-5-2000 (during oftice
hours).

25-5-2000 up to 12:30 PM.

On 25-5-2000 at 12:45 PM.

At 11:00 AM on 30-5-2000.,

l.wllt.,-.'ltl'.1
(which
through notice board),

Executive Engineer (RHD)
Road Division, Barguna.

69th km of Barisal-

Bhola/Pirojpur/Jhalakat
Patuakhali ';‘lannmg
Division, Dhaka. The
undersigned & Sub-
Divisional Engineer (RHD),
Road Sub-Division,
Barguna.

Addl Chief Engineer (RHD),
Barisal Zone, Barisal.
Commissioner, Barisal
Division, Barisal.
Superintending Engineer
(RHD), Banisal Road Circle,
Barisal.

Superintending Engineer
{I'{{Il.ﬂ, Procurement &
Monitoring Circle, Sarak
Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.
Executive Engineer (RHD),
Barisal/Patuakhal &
undersigned.

fixed later on
be circulated

will be
will

Md Abdul Bari f
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