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Bangabazar men
to stage sit-in
today 1in front

of Nagar Bhaban

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of four market asso-
clations of Bangabazar in the
city will stage a sit-in today in
front of the Nagar Bhaban de-
manding return of one of the
markets occupied by armed el- |
ements about 25 months ago

Protesting the ‘forcible oc-
cupation’, traders at
Bangabazar brought out a pro-
cession and announced the sit-
in programme from a rally near
the Jatiya Press Club yesterday
evening.

Leaders of the Associations
blamed Mayor Mohammad
Hanif for his ‘failure’ to help
the ‘“dispossessed owmners' of
shops at Ideal Hawker's market
get back the shops.

- The cluster of four markets -
‘ Gulistan Hawkers Market, Ma-
- hanagar Hawkers Market,
Bangabazar Hawkers Marketl
and ldeal Hawkers Market --
known as Bangabazar, is one of
the biggest wholesale and retail

See page 11 col 7

Transport strike
on: 16 buses
damaged, 7 |
held in Bogra<

By Staff Correspondent

The second day of non-stop
transport strike across the
country passed off peacefully
vesterday barring an incident
in Bogra town.

Our Sirajganj Correspondent
reports: At least 16 buses were

damaged by the striking
transport workers in Bogra
town at around 10 am yester-
day.

Police arrested seven trans-
port leaders and workers, in-
cluding Truck Sramik Union
secretary Mintoo Khan from
Bogra Bus Terminal.

Protesting the arrest, trans-
port workers put up a barricade
on road. Police later removed
the barricade.

Sources said the strike en-
forcers are a bit frustrated as
the government side did not

\ show any interest to discuss
their demands. They also criti-
cised the Home Minister for his
comments against the trans-
port workers.

Sources in transport sector
said road communications be-
tween the capital and Chit-
tagong region was almost nor-
mal while it was hampered in
southern and northern regions
as the operators suspended lux-
ury bus services in long routes.

Road Transport Workers’
Federation enforced the strike

See page 11 cal 7
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The Sangu gas pipeline s at
high risk as a sinking vessel
was beached some 70 metres
south of the 20-inch pipeline at
Chilimpur of Sitakunda in
Chittagong, reports UNB.

‘This was a high-risk deci-
sion ... every effort should be
made to remove the vessels
from its present position.” a
field officer of Sangu said.

The Chittagong Port Au-
thority (CPA) said it was not
possible to remove the 353 1-ton
vessel from its present position,
as it had already leaned by 25
degree, and was likely to lean by
50 degree more soon. It said the
problem could have been

averted had Sangu authority
marked their pipeline route

earlier.

The CPA admitted that it did
neither have the logistics and
expertise, nor the court's per-
mission to salvage the vessel,

which is now under the juris-
diction of the Admiralty Divi-
sion of the High Court.

The port authority, however,
overruled the possibility of the
vessel moving closer to the
pipeline, sayln% it s unlikely
that the vessel would move
from its present position.

But the Sangu field authority
was not convinced with the ob-
servation and has made further
appeal for measures to remove
the vessel from its present posi-
tion before the onset of mon-

soon.
About 25 per cent of
Bangladesh's current gas pro-

duction is being produced at
Chilimpur Gas Processing
Plant.

The port authority removed
the Romanian flag-carrier MV
Revenge, abandoned by its own-
ers and crew following a ":tg“
suit, to the outer anchorage

tugs when the vessel faced sink-

ing at the entry of the port
channel.
It was beached at the

Chilimpur riverbed on April 3,
close to the pipeline that links
offshore Sangu Gas Fleld with
Chilimpur Gas Processing
Plant.

The vessel faces a legal claim
suit with the Admiralt}' Court
and has been seized since Au-
gust 19 last year.

Scraping the vessels remains
the only option for the porl
authority, but they are unable to
go for it unless the Court clears

it.

The vessel entails a number
of outstanding liabilities and it
has been learnt that its owners
have abandoned any claim on
it. Port sources said the current
liabilities exceed the scrap
value of the vessel.
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City dwellers heaved a sigh of relief after a brief shower yesterday.

accompanied the rain.
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Brief shower
brings relief

By Staff Correspondent

The city experienced a brief
shower yesterday afternoon
much to the rellef of its resi-
dents.

A heat wave for the last six
days coupled with frequent
power disruption made life
miserable in the capital. Be-
sides, at least seven people died
of heat stroke during this pe-
riod in different areas of the

country.
Codl wind started blow ing at

around 12:30 pm and there was
cloud in the sky, Rain started at
around 2:30 pm.

Meteorological Office
sources said the city had 7 inm
rainfall yesterday.

Hesld::-.-s. there “’35 rain in
Dinajpur, Bogra, angpur,
Madaripur, %}deur Khepu-
para, Barisal and Srimangal.
The maximum rainfall on the
day — 43 mm — was recorded In
Dinajpur.

The highest temperature in
the capital yesterday was 33.}
degree Celsius while that in the
country was 36.5 in Khulna.

Temperature will remain
nearly unchanged in the capital

See page 11 col 6

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has asked her party's
student activists not to get in-
volved in terrorist activities
and advised them to devote
themselves to studies.

“You must attend classes
regularly and abide by the ad-
vice of your teachers and
guardians. No agitation to stop
or shift examinations and at-

tempts to force closure of any

educational institution will be
tolerated,” she told a huge gath-
ering of Bangladesh Chhatra
League [BCL) workers at a recep-
tion accorded to her in the city
yesterday.

While warning against vio-
lent activities on the campuses,
the Prime Minister promised
speedy steps to resolve any
problem there.

PM asks BCL to
avoid terrorist
activities

By Staff Correspondent .

“The duty of Chhatra League
workers is to keep the educa-
tional institutions functional
and not to make those non-
functional,” the ruling Awami
League chief said, directing the
students to ‘'suspend all politi-
cal activities’ three months be-
fore their examinations.

Referring to her plan to free
the society from terrorism and
extortion, the PM said, "There
is no room f[or mastans, extor-
tionists and terrorists in
Chhatra Lea%}xe They are not
assets but liabilities to a party.”

The BCL gave the reception
to Hasina for her contribution
to economic development, em-
powerment of women, Im-
provement of the country’'s iin-
age in the world and for her ef-

See page 11 col 7

Hand over power
to caretaker
oovt: Khaleda

NAGARKANDA.
May 17: Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Khaleda Zia
today asked the Awami League
government to hand over power
immediately to a caretaker
administration to free the coun-
try from the ‘iliéllld of corrup-
tion, reports U

"Widespread corruption
plagued entire society during the
four-year rule of Awami League.
This failed and corrupt govern-
ment cannot be allowed to con-
tinue in power anymore," she
told a big meeting here in the
afternoon.

She said the countrymen
would feel relieved as soon as
the government abdicates to
caretaker government,

The former Prime Minister
said the people have the ac-
count of all corruption that in-
cludes even stealing of trees.

Asking the Awami League
ministers and leaders for taking

See page 11 col 8

Faridpur,

position to join dialogue if
President takes initiative

The four-party opposition al-
liance is ready to join dialogue
with the government for choos-
ing a CEC if the President takes
the initiative, reports UNB

A decision in this regard was
taken by the central liaison
committee of the alliance at a
meeting held at 29 Minto Road
yesterday. The committee was
discussing the outcome of Be-
gum Khaleda Zia's meeting witH
the President Tuesday nig’hl

Chaired by BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
the meeting was attended by
three other secretaries general
— of JP, Jamaat and 10J —
Najiur Rahman Manjur,
Moulana Ma-tiur Rahman
Nizami and Mufti Fazlul Hugq
Aminee respectively.

"We have decided to join dis-
cussion with the government on
appointment of Chief Election
Commissioner if the President
takes the initiative,” an alliance
leader told the news agency.

If the discussion took place,

he further said, they would

place some conditions, including

one that no other elections
should be held before general
election under the new CEC

Shamsul Islam of BNP. ABM
Golam Mostafa of JP, Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mujahidee of Ja
maat and ARM Abdul Matin of
IOJ also attended the meeting

Another report says, possibil-
ity of any direct offer from the
government side to the opposi-
tion for fresh dialogue on the
CEC issue appears bleak as the
standofl intensified.

When contacted., Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria told
UNB that question of fresh

communication with the opposi-
tion from the government side
does not arise as there
move from the opposition camp

He said none

him since BNP leader Saifur
Rahman ‘had talks with him af-
ter the move for a dialogue

bogged down with the unex-
pected remarks of Begum Zia
at public meeting in Kurigram
on May 14

1S No

had contacted

Minister will have
ONISsion,

“The Prime
to run the Election (
and now she will have to ap-
point someone to [ill the va-
cancy,” Kibria said, adding BNP
does not want any consensus or
discussion. “They just want to
create chaos.

However, a top Awami
League and a BNP leader said
a move was on behind the scene
to create conditions favourable
for a dialogue on CEC issue

At the CEC issue continues
to shake national politics, acting
Chief Election Commissioner
Mustaque Ahmed Chowdhury

says a quick decision should be
1 :Lt n to fill up the vac: 1:|I post

“The sooner is the bhetter for
us, better for the Iilrfiiml
('“mmnirﬁmn ami its activities
We are 1_1:1.. ailiug 1or a
new CEC e 141 1 |1r told 1/NB
YES "'Fa!.1}

He said the normal activ
of the EC, including pre ;-.m 1o
fresh oters list. are E -|l1|£_1] {11“
But a quick decision is a must
See page 11 col 6

The Ministry of Post and
Telecommunication is still to
take a policy decision on free-

ing V-SAT from the ‘'monopoly’
of Bangladesh telegraph and
telephone Board (BTTB).

There is indecision on
preparing a plan for reduction
of licence fees on V-SAT and
awarding new licence for its
users to ensure cheaper and
speedy Internet service, sources
in the ministry said.

“The ministry is yet to work
out plans for providing facili-
ties to new prospective satellite
subscribers and terminating
old contracts with the exisfing
V-SAT service providers.” one
source said.

There is a thinking that if
BTTB which is the licencing au-
thority terminates the existing
contracts with V-SAT service
providers, it might face law-
suits by the operators.

Under a new agreement, the
Euvernment Is to award V-SAT

cence for 500 US dollars and a

By Mustak Hossain

licencee will be able to get ser-
vice from any company of his
or her choice.

The proposed system offers
scope for hiring of V-SAT and
seérvice providers will have the
option to fix their monthly fees
by negotiating with the compa-
nies concerned. Previously,
they had to subscribe to com-
panies enlisted by BTTB.

A service provider however
said. a new company cannot do
business because it is required
to obtain no objection certifi-
cate (NOC) from the Ministry of
Home and customs clearance
for bringing ‘restricted equip-
ment’ in the country.

He claimed that the min-
istries concerned failed to
make a “foolproof plan’ be-
cause service providers were not
invited to send their represen-
tative to a meeting in this con-
nection..

An Inter-ministerial meet-
ing in February decided that

No policy yet to free V-SAT
from BTTB monopoly

BTTB would no longer have
monopoly control on V-SAT
companies and any Internet
Service Provider (ISP) would be
free to negotiate with any com-
pany for V-SAT facilities on
their own terms.

BTTB have c¢ontracts with
eight V-SAT companies and ISP
had to subscribe at high rates
for services from these firms.

Earlier, the government used
to charge 8,000 dollars per
month for V-SAT use and only
seven selected companies were
allowed to provide V-SAT ser-
vice.

BTTB would keep 1,000 dol-
lars a month for 64 KBPS half
circuit V-SAT service, 2,000
dollars for 120 KBPS and more
from foreign companies provid-
ing V-SAT service,

Under the previous systemn,
any one taking V-SAT service
had to pay 96,000 dollars a vear
but now the amount has come
down to 20,000 dollars.

Naziur under fire
for reported

remarks
By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party Secretary Gen-
eral Naziur Rahman Manjur
yesterday came under fire at a
meeting of the Central Liaison
Committee for his reported re-
marks against the BNP leader
who was negotiating with the
government on appointment of
a Chief Election Commissioner,
Imeeting sources said

Naziur at a joint meeting of
the four-party alliance at Paltan
Maidan on Tuesday said the
opposition will not sit with the
government of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, but the Presi-
dent.

“But some 'Khuchra Neta'
insignificant leaders want to
move here and there, he said
without referring to BNP leader
M Saifur Rahman, who talked
with Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria to reach a consensus on
appointing a CEC.

The Sylhet unit of BNP re-
acted promptly and issued a
statement against Naziur Rah-
man Manjur for his remarks.

See Page 12 Col 6

BSP urges Prime Minister

Help overcome crisis in |

newspaper industry

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Parishad (BSP) has appealed to
the Prime Minister to help the
newspaper industry overcome a
serious crisis due to price hike
of locally produced newsprint,
imposition of additional duties
on imported newsprint, failure
to raise the government adver-
tisement rate and budget, non-
payment of bills by “the De-
partment of Films and Publica-
tions despite commitments since
February

The appeal for the PM's in-
tervention was made yesterday
at an emergency meeting of the
BSP which reviewed the situa-
tion facing newspaper industry.
Chaired by its President Kazi
Shahed Ahmed, Editor of the
Ajker Kagoj, the meeting ob-
served that the industry was
facing a grave crisis forcing it
to struggle for survival

The meeting noted in a reso-
lution, Under the circum-

stances, the BSP expects that
the governiment would not move
away from its stated policy to
help develop an inc lr[rtndmlt
and free press and appealed to
the Prime Minister and the
state minister for information
to take initiative to save the
gasping newspaper industry.”
The meeting was informed
that the last time the govern-
ment advertisement rate was
increased was in 1987. "During
the 13 vears since then, the
cost in [mhlu ation industry had
gone up manifold. But the gov-
ermment advertisement rate did
not go up Keeping pace with the
rise in the cost. BSP had de-
manded that the government
advertisement rate should go up
by 300 per cent to maintain

parity with the rise in cost. The
government formed a [five-
member committee after a

meeting with the industries

See page 11 col 6
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the Buddha Purnima.

. s

Buddhists brought out a barefoot procession in the city yesterday morning Lo celebrate

— Star photo

The poor

have little scope for

free treatment at hospitals

The poor have apparently
little scope for medical treat-
ment, at least in big city hospi-
tals Including Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical Univer-
sity Hospital (BSMMUH).

The Incredibly small num-
ber of designated free beds for
the poor in the city hospitals
only demonstrate the lack of
sincerity of the government.

It was with a view to helping
the destitute that the Prime
Minister had given Tk five
crore last year to the hospital,
But in reality, the poor virtu-
ally do not get the 'free treat-
ment' they are supposed to

During a recent day-long in-
vestigation regarding free beds
in different wards In
(BSMMUH), the poor patients
complained to this correspon-
dent that they had to buy all
sorts of drugs and even common
vitamins,

At the hematology depart-
ment twelve-year-old Shanto
Hasina, In bed 16, stares in the
celling unaware of what {s hap-
]Jcnlnq around her. Sitting by
wer is her parents. The forehead

By Naimul Hagq

folds in both of them show
anxiety

On inquiry, Hasina's father,
a tea stall owner whispers to
this correspondent, "My daugh-
ter has blood cancer. Ever since
her admission a month ago we
spent more than Tk 45.000 bor-
rowing and selling property just
to buy chemotherapy. The last
we can do now fis Lrggtng but
what good would it do?"

Hasina's father, Tota Mia,
from a Jatrabarl slum in the
city appealed for help to the
hospital authorities several
times but he iIs yet to get any re-
sponse,

The concerned doctor has
reconunended a number ol vi-
tamins to keep Hasina's system
from collapsing but even the
simplest ones of the vitamins
are not in the hospital phar-
macy, claimed a sister of the
department,

‘'We expected my daughter
will get free treatment but ex-
cept for the bed nothing is free.
Even the four units of blood
Hasina needed were bought
from outside,” said Tota Mia.

On the third floor in the
same building in Urology ward

Kabir Hossain echoed similar
complains. "l spent over TK
2.300 for drugs before my

surgery on last Sunday and ad-
ditional Tk 5000 for surgery ac-
cessories,” said Hossain
Hossain, lying in bed num-
ber 15 (4/B), went on, "In fact
since operation my doctor has
presc ri{u *d medicines almost
every day but none of them are
supplied from the hospital.’
Seventeen vear old Tanjira
AKkhtar Banesa lying paralysed
in neurology department in bed
- 6 also complained. "My doctor
prescribed me lot of vitamins
but the sister said that the hos-
pital has no supply of them.
Like many other patients,
mostly destitutes, Banesa relies
on donation and borrowings to
buy simple drugs and vitamins
like e-cap, supravit, provit,
beovit.
Some department heads also
acknowledged that drugs were
not being supplied for poor pa-

See page 11 col 7
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Another 'Hundi
Bank' vanishes
with Tk 1 cr
in Kushtia

KUSHTIA, May 17: An un-
derground bank known as

Syndicate Bank or Hundi Bank'

at Harinarayanpur Bazar, 14
miles off here, has just van-
ished with about TK 1 crore de-

posit, local investors alleged,
reports UNB,
The owners, identified as

Shahjahan and his father-in-
law Mohiuddin. very popular
and trusted by the investors,
have so far been missing since
April 10, the date for payment
of interest.

Panicky investors, includ-
ing traders of the area, said
transactions of the bank were
done secretly through agents
pann“ 12 per cent interest per

\oRrtls. NO 16 rd was ke T 1

| any document used to be ex-
changed. Some of the investors
did receive Tk 12,G00 monthly
interest for Tk one lakh de-
}multed by them
With huge deposit pouring in

or collected by egrnr% Shahja
han purchased a shop at Hari
naravanpur Bazar that deals in
MS rod and cement

IT'he Bank was initially
started at Kotchandpur where
notorious ‘hundi’ trader Farug

Ahmed alias Kajol was also in-
volved before shifting to the
Harinarayanpur Bazar

Faruq and his accomplices

also fled Kotchandpur le

their investors in frustration
situation has bet
vailing at Harinaravanpur
Bazar

Shikdar's men
rebuilding
strongholds
at Skid Ghat

From Staff Correspondent

aving

-

felnse

pre-

KHULNA, May 17: KMP has
again lost control of the Skid
(Ghat where hardened crimminals
and Ershad Shikdar's armed
cadres have started reb ding
their strongholds since last two
months allegedly with the
backing of a section ruling

party men.

Unauthorised structures
demolished during police drives
last year are again being recon-
structed here and there at Skid

! (Ghat and also on railwav land.

Both the rival groups of the
ruling AL are allegedly har-
bouring the armed cadres and
accomplices of Ershad Shikdar
to retake Railway land.

The armed cadres and other
hardened criminals are threat-
ening genuine businessmen.
They also asked some of them
to leave Skid Ghat. As a result,
normal trade activities are be-
ing seriously hampered as

See jxige 11 col 7

3 alleged dacoits
lynched 1n Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. May 17: Four
people including three alleged
dacoits were Killed in two sepa-

rate incidents here last night,
police said.

Mob lynched three alleged
dacoits when they attempted to
commit a dacoity at Halishahar
at 10 pm last night, police said.
Two other alleged dacoits were
admitted to Chittagong Medical
College Hospital (CMCH).

The nm{) surrounded the
gang of seven but two of them
managed to escape, police said.
Police later recovered the
bodies.

Meanwhile,
identified as Jainal,

a slum dweller
20. died

when a big chunk of hill col-
lapsed on his house at Moti-
jarna near Lalkhan Bazar at 2
am last night, gm'tlr:e sald

Jainal's body was recovered
after removing the mud, police
| said.




