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ROME. May 15:
Lazio were
crowned Italian

champions for the
second time in the
club's history on

Sunday after they beat Reggina
3-0 here and overnight leaders
Juventus suffered a shock 1-0
defeat at Perugia, reports AFP.

Lazio, who won their only
other league title back in 1974
but had been runners-up to AC
Milan in 1999, finished the sea-
son with 72 points.

Juventus stayed on 71pts - a
two point-lead over Lazio evap-
orating with their upset at Pe-
rugia in a match that was inter-
rupted for 75 minutes by a rain-
storm. |

They had been nine points
clear at the top in late March
but a run of defeats saw them
caught by Lazio, who could yet
do the league and Cup double.
The Rome club beat Inter Milan
2-1 in the first leg of the Italian
Cup last month.

Lazio's victoryv prompted cel-
ebrations in the streets here
with car horns sounding, mo-
torscooters being ridden with
Lazio flags and banners flying.
and fans singing and chanting
in the ancient city squares,

Lazio coach Sven Goran
Eriksson said: "It wasn't just
me, it was the team who did a
great job. They believed they
could do it right until the very

end and now we've woii. And
we're just delighted.
r'i's."inninie{ Serie A is like

winning the Champions
League,” said the Swede, whose
team lost in the quarter-finals
to eventual finalists Valencia.
Juventus were sporting in
defeat, with honorary president
Umberto Agnelli saying: "Com-
[JIiumnlzs to Lazio - a great team

“has won. We'll meet again next

year. But thanks to Juventus for
all they've done.”

Juventus coach Carlo An-
celotti said: "This was a really
bad afternoon - and it's one that
will stay in my thoughts and
my memories, unfortunately.”

But he added: "Despite all the
great bitterness, for a league ti-
tle lost by hair's breadth, I have
to say that this has been an ex-
cellent season for Juventus.

"} don't think any of the
players have let me down. All of
them have given everything.”

And he summed up: "We de-
served to win, but so did Lazio.”

Elsewhere, outgoing cham-
pions AC Milan beat Udinese 4-
0 to finish third and reach the

preliminary rounds of the
Champions League

Milan's Ukrainian striker
Andriv Shevchenko, who

scored a penalty, finished as the
Serie A'S top scorer with 24 in
his debut season - a reinarkable
feat.

"1 never thought
score So many
Shevchenko said

But teammate Gennaro Gat-

that I'd
goals,
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tuso added: "If we'd plaved like
this all season the league title
would have been ours, No-one
could have taken it away from
us.

The other place in the
Champions League preliminar-
les will be decided by a play-off
between Inter Milan, who had
Roberto Baggio to thank for a
lacklustre 2-0 win at relegated
Cagliari. and Parma, who
thumped Lecce 4-1.

Gabriel Batistuta scored a
hat-trick in Fiorentina's 3-0
win over Venezia, earning them
a place in the UEFA Cup, but
then asked to be transfer listed.

Alessandro Calori only

needed to score once to deny Ju-
ventus a 26th league trophy -
volleying home just four min-
utes after play re-started.
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Juventus skipper Antonio
Conte made a Immlnd clearance
but the ball went only as lar as
Calorl, who controlled it with
one touch and then unleashed a
volley into the left-hand corner
qast Juve goalkeeper Edwin Van
er Sar,

Things went from bad to
worse for Juventus when winger
Gianluca Zambrotta was sent
off for a second bookable of-
fence - a nasty tackle on Mas-
similiano Esposito - with 20
minutes left.

Lazio's match here was de-
cided by two penalties In the
space of four minutes in the
first-half Simone Inzaghi
slotting home after a hand-ball
and Argentinian Juan Sebas-
tian Veron scoring after a foul
on Giuseppe Pancaro,

Simone Inzaghi, the Lazio striker, sends Reggina custo-
dian Taibi(R) the wrong way to score from the penalty
spot during their crucial Serie A fixture at Rome on May

14.

—AFP photo

STANDINGS

ROME, May 14 (AFP): Final Italian leagu

e table of the season on

Sunday (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, against, points;
Lazio champions, bottom four clubs relegated to the Serie B):

Lazio 3 21
Juventus 34 21
AC Milan 34 16
Inter Milan 3 17
Parma 34 16
AS Roma 34 14
Fiorentina H 13
Udinese 3H 13
Verona 3 10
Perugia 34 12
Bologna 3H 9
Reggina 34 9
Leece . « S T 10
Bari ‘ 4t 10
Torino 3 8
Venezia A b
Cagliari 34 3
Piacenza 34 4

O o iy o 33 7
8 5 46 20 71
13 5 65 40 6]
7 10 58 36 58
10 B8idv 52 37 58
12 8y .57 34 54
12 9 48 38 51
1] 10 55 45 50
13 11 40 45 43
6 16 36 52 42
13 28R G0 39 40
13 12.5.43] 42 40
10 14 33 ..%48..GR 40
9 15 34 48 39
12 14 35 47 36
8 20 30 60 26
13 Ty 54 )
9 21 19 45 2]

Argentina's Diego Simeone
headed In a third to seal victory
and start an agonising wait for
the result from Perugla.

Oliver Bierhoff, dropped by
coach Alberto Zaccheroni and
criticised by the press in recent
weeks, scored a stunning first
goal to put AC Milan on their
way.,

The German centre-forward
rose majestically to head home
Demetrio Albertini's free-kick
from a full 12 metres out.

Nigerian Taribo West, who
joined over Christmas f(rom
nelghbours Inter, added the
third and Brazilian Leonardo
acrobatically knocked in the
fourth. '

Marco Di Valo opened the
scoring for Parma after three
minutes and things became eas-
ler when Lecce midfielder
Alessandro Conticchio was sent
off in the 39th muute,

Croatian Mario Stanic
notched twice, Hernan Crespo,

the Serle A's second top scorer, .

notched his 22nd of the season
from the penalty spot before
Cristiano Lucarellli scored a
consolation goal for Lecce,

liter struggled to beat nine-
man Cagliari, who lost
Uruguavan Nelson Abeijon in
the 66th minute and Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo-born
Jason Mayele 10 minutes later,

Baggio converted a 75th
minute penalty and Chilean
Ivan Zamorano added a late
second, flicking the ball past
the advancing goalkeeper after
chesting down a through-pass
from Dutchman Clarence See-
dorf.

A gloomy Inter president
Massimo Moratti said: "The
play-off could be an opportu-
nity - provided that we play
well, ‘

‘I'm certainly not satisfied
with this perforinance from the
team and don't ask why they it
was such a modest display, I've
no idea. Cagliari seemed to be
the team with a major objective
1o play for."

AS Roma will play in the
UEFA Cup after being held 2-2
by Verona. _

They made a promising start
when French wingback Vincent
Candela crossed and Damiano
Tommasi sent a textbook
header into the corner after
severn minutes.

But Verona levelled when
Adailton's floated f[ree-kick
fooled the entire Roma defence.
Vincenzo Montella restored
Roma’'s lead, swivelling round
in a goalmouth scramble to
hoof the ball home, but Fab-
rizio Cammarata equalised
with a stinging first-titne shot
in the 55th minute.

Barj drew 1-1 with Bologna,
while Torino  striker Marco
Ferrante notched both goals as
they beat Piacenza 2-1 in a
match between two relegated
clubs.

Title for

From page 13

was full of quality batsman-
ship, exciting fielding and out-
standing bowling

Kalabagan opener Harun-ur
Rashid scored a stroke-filled 66
that included three massive
sixes to lay the foundation of
his side’s impressive total. Pak-
istani Salim Elahi scored 35 ofl
4] balls while his compatriot
Tarig Mehmud chipped in with
31 and former national right-
arm seamer Saiful hammered a
vital 23.

For Abahani, off-spinner
Naimur Rahman and Anisur
Rahman claimed three wickets
gach.

Abahani in their chase got
off to a sound start with opener
Azam scoring 42 and skipper
Akram making 35. But both ran
themselves out while chasing
non-existing single.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Premier
Division Super League match
between Abahani KC and Kal-
abagan KC at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday:

KALABAGAN KC

Harun ¢ Rehman b Anisur 66
Rouf lbw b Naimur 9
S Elahi C Asadullah b Anlsur %)
Rajin b Anisur 17
Mushfig ¢ Hasibul b Zakir 7
Tareq ¢ Hussaln b Belonan ol
Saifnl ¢ Rehman b N o A
Fahim c Zakir b Ha<il,ul 1]
Bikash not out 14
Imran st Mortuza b Nalmur 5

Shaheen not out l
Extras: (b-5, Ib-1, w-15)
Toral: (For 9 wkts in 50 overs) 240

Fall of wickets: 1-59: 2-101:
3-135; 4-146; 5-148: 6-204: 7-
211:8-219: 9-233

Bowler DM R W
Hasibul 6 0 4] ]
Igbal 3 R 12 D)
Naimur 10 0 4] 3
A Rehman 10 2" .38 ]
M Hussain 10 0 .42 0
Anisur 8 0 44 3
Zakir 3 2 |
ABAHANI KC

Azam run oul 42
M Hussain ¢ Rajin b Saiful 10
Asadullah Ibw b Saiful 3
Naimur ¢ Tareq b Fahim 2]
Akram run out O
Anisur ¢ Saiful b Imran 33
Zakir run out 50
A Rehhman b Roul 4
Igbal b Rouf 18
Hasibul not out 7
Mortuza not out 0
Exiras: (b-1, [b-4, nb-1, w-6) 12

Total: (For 9 wkis in 50 overs) 235

Fall of wickets: 1-20: 2-4]: 3.
79; 4-83: 5-133: 6-158: 7-1756: 8-
227 9-229.

Bowler 5 S\ e | .
Bikash 7 0 35 0
Salful ! 0 29 2
Tareq IR b ) 0
Fahim ' 1 0 37 ]
Rouf 10 0 45 2
Imran 10 0O BD ]

Result: Kalabagan Krira

Chakra won by five runs.
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Premiership

Bradford’s great escape

LONDON, May 15:
Bradford won the
duel to retain
Premiership
status on Sunday
after they edged
Liverpool 1-0 at Valley Parade
in the final game of this
campaign while fellow
strugglers Wimbledon lost 2-0
away at Southampton - a result
which saw the South London
club relegated to Division One
along with Watford and
Sheffield Wednesday.

Bradford's matchwinner
David Wetherall, who was out-
standing in central defence, was
delighted to put one over all the
doubters who wrote off the
Yorkshire club's chances of
survival.

“That's something I will re-
member for the rest ol my life.
They have been writing us off
all season and it gives us such
satisfaction to prove them
wrong."

Manager Paul Jewell, re-
leased as a player by Liverpool,
praised the whole squad.

He said: "Everyone has
played their part and the team
spirit has been fantastic

"We were playing against a
world-class team we got blocks
in the way and great headers
away.

"On endeavour and work-
rate we restricted them to not to
many chances. | said before the
g;uni* if we lose we deserve to go
down.”

In contrast Wimbledon
manager Terry Burton found it
difficult to hide his disap-
pointment but defiantly vowed
to take the club back into the
top flight.

“There's nothing to be said,
you just have to look at the re-
action on the faces of the play-
ers, he said.

"But there are three things
you can do after a result like
this. Admit it, learn from it and
don't repeat it.

"We have good players who
have under-perforimed this sea-
son but we will bounce back.”

Former Leeds defender
Wetherall headed the only goal
for Bradford after 12 minutes
and prevented Liverpool. also
desperate for the three points,
from securing a place in next
season's Champions League,

That place went to Leeds who
booked third spot in the league
after drawing 0-0 with West
Ham at Upton Park. David
O'Leary's side will compete with
Europe's elite next season along
with champions Manchester
United and Arsenal.

Southampton's
Bridge and Latvian
Marian

Wayne
interna-
Pahars con-

demned Wimbledon to the First
Division after a 14-year ten-
ancy.

Liverpool, meanwhile, fin-
ish fourth and qualify for the
UEFA Cup.

Elsewhere, champions
Manchester United ended their
campaign on a winning note,
Teddy Sheringham's 65th
minute winner at Aston Villa
giving the Old Trafford club a
Premiership record-breaking
| 8-point lead on nearest chal-
lengers Arsenal.

Alan Shearer took advan-
tage of a largely second-string
Gunners line-up to bag his
300th career goal at St James'
Park.

Newcastle had taken the lead
through Gary Speed, only for
Nwankwo Kanu to level almost
immediately for the visitors,
for whom manager Arsene
Wenger had opted to rest the
majority of his star names in
readiness for Wednesday's
UEFA Cup final against
Galatasaray in Copenhagen

Arsenal were level again
when Stefan Malz scored after
53 minutes but Speed with his
second and Andy Griffin gave
the Magpies maximuin points.

Already doomed Sheffield
Wednesday and Watford left the
Premiership on a high note.

The Yorkshire side led 2-0 at
the break against Leicester
courtesy of Alan Quinn and
Andy Booth and doubled their
advantage through Niclas
Alexandersson and Gilles de
Bilde to record their biggest win
of the campaign,

Watford were also in front by
half-time against a Coventry
side who failed to win on their
travels all season. Heidar Hel-
guson was the man who did the
damage two minutes before the
break and City were unable to
respond.

With Aston Villa lesing,
Chelsea struck a psychological
blow ahead ol next Saturday's
FA Cup final - the winner secur-
ing a UEFA Cup place next sea-
son - by recording a 4-0 win
over Derby at Stamiord Bridge,

Gianfranco Zola grabbed the
opener two minutes after the
break and then the floodgates
opened

Gustavo Poyet and Roberto
di Matteo eased Chelsea lurther
in front before Tore Andre Flo
bagged a fourth in the final
minute.

Middlesbrough secured their
highest Premiership finish
with a 2-0 win at Everton. Brian
Deane put the Teessiders in
front after eight minutes, a lead
they held for the bulk of the
game before Juninho staked his
claim for a full contractwith a

late second.

A Darren Anderton penalty
set Tottenham on the road to a
3-1 final day win over Sunder-
land at White Hart Lane.

Chris Makin levelled after
20 minutes but Tim Sherwood
and Stephen Carr put the Wear-
siders on the rack again and to
compound their misery Alex
Rae became the final Premier-
ship player to see red this sea-
son, dismissed in the last

minute,

i N

Michael Owen of Liverpool(L), trying to break free
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Primera Liga
Betis banished,
title still open

MADRID, May 15: Real Betis
were relegated Sunday with a 2-
0 home defeat by Champlons
League fi nalists Real Madrid
Eroving the final nail in their

rimera Liga coffin, reports
AFP.

Goals from Brazilian
Roberto Carlos after 36 minutes
and rejuventated Frenchman
Nicolas Anelka after 67 min-
utes were enough to ensure that
the Seville-based outfit join
city neighbours Sevilla and

once-mighty Atletico Madrid
on the road to division two.

It is a shock for Betis whose
playing staff includes the likes
of Nigerfan Finidi George and
Brazilian Denilson who was the
most expensive transfer in his-
tory at the time of his move.

At the other end of the table
the title duel between Deportivo
La Coruna and Barcelona will
j0 to the final weekend after
Joth teams only managed to
draw 0-0 respectively away to
Santander and Real Socledad
respectively,

The result means that Gali-
cia’'s Deportivo need a point at
home to Barca's Catalan neigh-
bours Espanyol to lift what
would be a first Spanish title,

Deportivo, who twice lost the
title in the 1990s when leading
at the start of play on the last
day of the season, will be well
aware ol the old adage that it's
never over until the fat lady
sings.

Particularly siekening was
the episode in 1993-4 when

their Brazilian striker Bebeto,
who six weeks later would win a
World Cup winners medal.
missed what would have been a
title-winning penalty,

But "SuperDepor" know that.
this represents the best chance
vet for them to finally bury
their "chokers" tag.

Whether Espanyol - who
may also have their minds on
their appearance in the Span-
ish Cup Final - are willing to
help out their more illustrious
neighbours remains to be seen.

In fairness Barca's lasi
match is at the Nou Camp and
they face Deportivo's Galician
neighbours Celta Vigo, whose
fans might also have mixed
feelings if a good performance
by their team helps their most
bitter rivals win a first Primera
Liga crown for Galicia.

Valencia, who meet Real in
the all-Spanish Champions
League Final in Paris on May
24, had to settle for a 0-0 draw
with Celta Vigo.

That leaves both Real and
Valencia on the fringes of the
Champions League qualifica-
tion places so victory in Paris
«:;cnulq:ll yet be the most likely av-
enue for both teams to qualify
for next year's tournament.

| PREMIERSHIP'S

TOP SCORERS

LONDON, May
Sunderland striker Kevin
Phillips was the English Pre-
miership's top scorer this sea-
son with 30 goals, seven more
than Newcastle and England
striker Alan Shearer, and 10
more than Manchester United
hitman Dwight Yorke.

j Kevin Phillips
(Sunderland) 30 goals, 2. Alan
Shearer (Newcastle) 23, 3.
Dwight Yorke (Man Utd/Tri) 20,
4. Andy Cole (Man Utd),
Michael Bridges (Leeds) both 19,
5. Thierry Henry (Arsenal/Fra)
17, 7. Paolo Di Canio (West
Ham/Ita) 16, 8. Steffen Iversen
(Tottenham/Nor), Chris Arm-
strong (Tottenham), Niall
Quinn (Sunderland/Irl) all 14

1 5(AFP);
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a Bradford defender during their last Premiership
engagement of the season at Bradford on May 14.

—AFP photo

STANDINGS

LONDON, May 14 (AFP): Final English Premiership table after
Sunday’s matches (played, won. drawn, lost, goals for, against,

points):

Champions: Manchester United
Relegated: Watford, Sheflield Wednesday and Wimbledon.

Man Utd 3
Arsenal 38
Leedds 38
Liverpool

Chelsea

Aston Villa
Sunderland
Lelcester
West Ham
Tottenham
Newcastle
Middlesbrough
Everton
Coventry
Southampton
Derby
Bradford
Wimbledon
Shefl Wed
Watford
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28
22
21
19
18
15
16
16
15
15
14
14
12
12
12

9

9

)
8
(8]

7. S AP Tas 91
R S 1 T 73
6 11 58 43 5
10 »=40 (514 a0 67
1 9 53 34 &
13 10 46 &5 53
10 12 57 56 58
7 15 5 55 55
0 13 52 53 55
8 15 57 49 53
10 14 6 54 52
10 14 46 B2 52
4 12 59 49 B
8 18 47 54 a4
8 18 45 &2 |
11 18 44 57 38
9 20 38 68 36
12 19 46 74 33
7 28 38 7 31
6 . 2898 77 % |
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ROME, May
15(AFP): Ten ol
thousands ol
Lazlo fans in-
vaded the historic
centre of Rome on
Sunday evening, celebrating
thelr team’'s football league
triumph In the squares,
fountains and streets of the an-
cient clty.

Fans waving sky blue and
white scarves, banners and Ital-
lan national flags took to the
streets en masse after Lazio's 3-
O victory at the Olympic sta-
divm was followed by defeat by
overnight league leaders and
favourites Juventus at Perugia.

Supporters packed cars,
mopeds and motor bikes as they
headed up and down the thor-
oughfares - the famous Via del
Fori Imperiali ("linperial Fo-
rums Street”) which links the
Colosseum with the central Pi-
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Rome has a new emperor

as a cacophony

sa Venezia w
Azza laxons as [Lazlo

ol hhorns and K
fans went on their victory pa-
rade.

Baffled foreign tourisls
watched as the locals whooped
it up for the first thne in 26
years since their only previous
champlonship trophy.

However, trouble was brew-
ing further down the 1,000-
vear-old street Via Del Corso,
with bottles being thrown
against a police car in the Pi-
azza del Popolo, a popular
tourist spot where fans had ear-
lier been dancing in the foun-
tain.

Officers dressed in riot gear
moved in to quell the trouble,
while passers-by took shelter in
the entrances to nearby
churches.

Fans lets off two powerful
fireworks and police ended up
using tear gas to seal off the

pe—
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. 1
Ecstatic Lazio fans invading the Olympic Stadium pitch
affer their team had blanked Reggina 3-0 at Rome on

May 14

—AFP photo
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square alter calling for .
ft?rcenu.'utls.' 6 Felth

The Lazio support ’
chanted slogans againl?Ju:;t
tus and their hated eity ;m.
AS Roma, and a Processigy

adually formed - patrolleq
ieavy police presence - as
repared for what was set tq ’bea'"' &L
Em!l’: night.

here was trouble tog jy

nearby Plazza Spagna, where
scuffles broke out between fap,
and plain-clothes police offy.
cers, one of whom fired fw,
warning pistol shots in the a-u
to disperse the crowd. poljce
sald. |

Two officers needed hogp"-&:‘
treatment for minor injuries,

The celebrations had started
north of the city centre at the
Olympic stadium, where (he
pitch was invaded by the sup-
porters - first during and lage
alter the match against Reg.
gina.

A radio commentary of the
delayed Juventus match at pe.
rugia was broadcast over the
tannoy - prompting a huge roar
of triumph at the final whistle

Several of the Lazio players
including Attilio Lombardo ang
Fabrizio Ravanelli, could pe
seen celebrating In one of the
packed stands of the ground
while skipper Alessandro Nesia
led the victory chants.

Fans were In tears as th
sung the Lazio team song, wh
black and white photographs of
members of the league-winnin
team of 1974 were flashed up o
the stadium's maxiscreen.

Fabrizio Piscitelli, head of
the hard-core Lazio fan club
"Gli Irriducibili® (The Up-
shakeables), told an emotional
crowd of 65,000 over the tan-
noy: "This is the greatest day of
our sporting history.”

Fans and Lazio players alike
were expected to meet late Sun-
day night at another opular
lourist spot, the Circo Massimo,
an open space used by the An-
cient Romans for sports.
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Cragnotti reaches for the sky |

ROME, May 15:
Lazio president
sSergio Cragnotti
burst into tears
here on Sunday
after his team
became ltalian champions -
and promised to build them
into football's Dream Team of
the future, reports AFP.

Cragnotti was overcpme at
the team's achievement, which
had seemed a mission impossi-
ble when they trailed Juventus,
the most successful club in
[talian soccer history, by nine
points in late March.

[taly's tomato sauce baron,
who took over the ¢lub in 1992
and has poured both his own
and Stock Market money into
it, blubbed: "We are now the

model, the example for others’

to follow. My Lazio is certainly
the team of the future.

"All the players are going to
stay,” he claimed. "This squad
is not going to be disbanded, but
only strengthened.

‘I want to build a dream
team,"” he declared. "This league
title should be the first of a long
series of triumphs.”

Paying tribute to team coach
Sven Goran Eriksson, he said:
"The merit for the league title is
all down to him. If it weren't for
him, we wouldn't be here now.
Sven was the only one who be-

* Torsby:"’

lieved right through to the end.”

Looking back to his team's
wretched defeat on March 19, he
admitted: "After Verona, | didn't
really believe we could do it.
Juve were nine points in front
and I thought then that every-
thing was finished.”

He summed up: “I'm over-
whelmed. In the space of three
days I've become a grandfather
and I've won the league - the two
most wonderful feelings in my
life.”

The emotions were kept very
much in check though by their
calm Swedish coach, known
variously to the Italian press as
the 'man of lﬁre or 'the rqem:-- of

(P S W A ‘

"I didn't think'it" would bhe
such a wonderful thing,” said
Eriksson, who in three years
with the club has won an Italian
Cup. a European Cup Winners
Cup. an Italian Super Cup, a
European Super Cup and now
the "Scudetto.”

"I still believed we could do
it. even when we were nine
points behind Juventus.” he
said. "Hope is my credo.”

Down in the dressing room,
the scene was a heady cocktail
of sweat, tears and champagne.
Players celebrated with both
Eriksson and Cragnotti, chant-
ing "Champions. champions”,
as the bubbly flew in all direc-
tions.

Czech midfielder Pavel
Nedved seemed unfazed b
events but explained: "I'm o
like this because [ still can't be-
lieve that we've won the league.”

Simone Inzaghi, though
thrilled with the rest of his
leammates, spared a thought
for his brother and Juventus
striker Filippo.

‘I'm happy, but [ feel very
sorry for Pippo.” he said.

Veteran striker Roberto
Mancini, who is taking up: a
coachin% career here next sea-
son, rolled back the years to
1991 and said: "This league title
feels even more wonderfu] than
the one | won with Sampdoria..

Because more suffering has.
gone into it~ - -

MarseﬂlJe
interested
in Olsen

MARSEILLE, France, May
15: Marseille are in talks with
Nom'egian Egil Olsen, recenyy
sacked by rele%ated English
Premiership club Wimbledon,
with a view to Olsen becoming
general manager, sources at the
French First Division club re-
vealed Sunday. reports AFP.
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