- 4

0051 ...

HiZZ KID
Competition-130

/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to The Ruily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
May 26, 2000 and draw
shortly afterwards

1 | Who replaced David Lloyd
as England cricket coach?

[ Fletcher Woolmer | Richardson

2 | Which country will host the
Euro 2004 Championship?

Portugal Germany Spain
3 | WhichKiwibatsmanhit214

on his Test debut against
West Indies?

Sinclair Feming | Crowe
4 | Which countrywon the four-

pation football tourney in
Maldives?

~Sdlanka | Bangadesh s

5| Who won the national chess
title this year?
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POWERED WITH

EN-VITS

Janakantha Pre-

mier Division
Cricket League
with Abahani

Krira Chakra wi-
the coveted title for a

N
record 13th time at the Banga-

bandhu National Stadium
vesterday.

But the title celebration of
the popular Dhanmondi outfit
turmed sour when they conceded
a five-run defeat in the last
match of the Super League
against Kalabagan Krira
Chakra. It was Abahani's third
defeat in a row. On the other
hand, Kalabagan, who started
the Super League with six points
behind Abahani, recorded their
fifth straight victory, but sadly
missed out the title on inferior
net run rate.

Although the match virtu-
ally left an academic intereslt
with Kalabagan concentrating
more on winning the presti-
gious battle rather than going
after the improbable task of
toppling Abahan!'s impressive
run-rate, it eventually turned
into a cracker of a contest.

In a nail-biting finish, Kal-
abagan, defending a fighting to-
tal of 240 for nine in the stipu-
lated 50 overs, restricted their
more colourful neighbours to
235 for nine.

The final reached a [iltill%
climax with an unheraldec
Zakir Hassan leading a fantasy
chase for Abahani -at a stage
when many thought a victory
for Kalabagan was only a mat-
ter of time.

The tall right-arm seamer
with a little credential as a
batsman brought the Abahani

Curtain fell on the
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Sports Reporter

While tlire Kalabagan players
hugged each other in the middle
after finishing at par with Aba-
hani, the dressing room of the

Dhanmondi outlit was also full

of festivity.

Skipper Akram Khan even
desired to go for a victory lap
but eventually changed his
mind not Hmiln‘ﬁ any of his
peers interested. A strong band
of Abahani supporters joined
the party and tried their best to
be euphoric. However, the ab-
sence of enthusiasm was quite
evident in their celebration.

Meanwhile, the mood in the
Kalabagan camp exuded an air
of accomplishment. The feeling

Title for Abahani, but
glory for Kalabagan

was that they gained moral
victory in the championship
race.”

They however certainly have
the right to take pride in emerg:
ing as the mosl enterprising
team in this year's League. An
had not they conceded a one-
run defeat in their first leg
match against Abahani, It
would have been even a 'red let-
ter' vear for the new leviathans
in the domestic cricket,

On the other hand, the or-
ganisers -- Cricket Conmunittee
of Dhaka Metropolitan (CCDM)
- could not think of a better
way to finish the League that

: See ge 14

!

HARUN ... 66

ZAKIR ... 50

Sher-e-Bangla
Nat’l Football

from today

Sports Reporter

The first round of the Sher-
e-Bangla National Football
Championship begins at differ-
ent zonal venues accross the
country today.

A total of 67 teams split into
ten zones will compete in the
first round. The winners of the
zones will join holders Dhaka
Univertsity and hosts Noakhall
in the final round which is
likely to be played in Maijde,
Noakhali from the first week of
June.

The matches in Moulvi
Bazar, Noakhall and Barguna
zones will start today while
games of the Bagerhat zone be-
gins tomorrow. Dinajpur s
zonal round starts on May 18
while matches in Naogaon and
Sheba zones kick off the follow-
ing day. First rounds of the re-
maining zones--Narashingdl,

Gopalganj and Jamalpur zones

will start on May 20.

In today's matches, hosts
Moulvi Bazar will take on
Sunamgan| at the Moulvi Bazar
Stadium while Barguna face
Barisal at the Barguna Sta-
dium. In the day's other match,
Feni will meet Khagrachari at
the Maijdee Stadium.

A press-conference was held
in this connection at the
Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion (BBF) yesterday alternoon
with tournament committee
chairman and Information
Secretary M Akmal Hossain In
the chair. BFF joint-secrelary
Badal Roy, treasurer
Shamimuzzaman Basunia and
tournament committee secre-
tary Fazlur Rahman Babul were
present among others.

Nairmur, Rafique
to play in Kuwait

Players and officials of Abahani Krira Chakra, who won the Prémier Division Cricket
League little, pose for photograph at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

S PEPSI
ASiAcur

NEW DELHI, May 15 (AFP):
Indian cricket coach Kapil Dev
on Monday called for a halt to
one-day internationals till the
match-fixing scandal was set-
tled, saying even the legendary
Don Bradman would nots have
escaped scrutiny in these trying
times.

Kapil, himself at the centre
of the raging controversy, once
again demanded that India pull
out of the upcoming Asia Cup
limited-overs tournament in
Bangladesh till the air was
cleared.

nings.” Kapil said,

Bradman, regarded as the
finest batsman ever, fell four
runs short of an astonishing
100-plus average when he was
bowled for a duck in his last
Test appearance

in 1948,

for Australia

Kapil renews call for pullout

sent irying circumstances.

"Let’'s concentrate on domes-
tic cricket.,” Kapil said, adding
he will speak to the players at
the camp before taking a final
decision on accompanying the
team (o Dhaka |

The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI), which
had earlier turned down a simi-
lar demand from Kapil, saying
international comBDuitments
could not be ignored, may have
tlo reassess the situation if the
coach remained adamant.

Pakistan, Sri Lanka and
hosts Bangladesh are the other
teams taking part in the tour-
nament held every two vears 1O
determine the regional one-day
f]'i-:”!il]']'!!]"w

Kapil has served legal notice
on former BCCI president In-
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Sports Reporter

Sadharan Bima Krira
Sangstha ended their Premier
Division Relegation League
campaign on a winning note
with a comprehensive four-
wicket win over Agrani Bank In
their last match at the Dhan-
mondi Cricket Stadium yester-
day.
In a high-scoring game re-
duced to 45 overs alter rain
stopped play for 40 minutes in
the morning session, all-
rounder Rezwanul Islam ham-
mered an unbeaten 103 as
Bima, chasin% a commanding
Bank total of 289, reached 293
for six in 43.3 overs.

Rezwan, who earlier in the
first session took three wickets
for 37 runs, hit three sixes and
eleven boundaries 80 balls to
propel his side to their seventh
win the league.

Opener Moin scored 53 off 51
balls with nine fours while
Minto added 40 off 26 balls with
one six and seven boundaries.

Earlier, electing to bat,
Agranl Bank scored 289 for 7 in
45 overs with Mofizur Rahman
scoring 96 at nearly a run a
ball. It included four sixes and
eleven boundaries. Opener Abid
Hanif added 59. Rezwan was
backed up by Tashrig who cap-
tured two for 44,

Bima, with vesterday's win,
finished jointly second In the
six-team Relegation League
along with City Club with 14
points each from 16 matches
Victoria Sporting Club stood
atop with 16 points,

On the other hand, with
their eleventh defeat against
five wins, Agrani Bank finished
fourth ahead of relegated Warl
Club and Gopibagh Friends As-
sociation, who will play In the
First Divislon next scasoi.

BRIEF SCORES

Agrani Bank v Sadharan
Bima KS

Venue: Dhanmondl Cricket
Stadium

AGRANI BANK: 289 for 7 in
45 overs (Mofizur 96, A
Hanif 59, Mridul 38; Rezwan
3/37. Tashriqul 2/44)
SADHARAN BIMA: 293 for 6
in 43.3 overs (Rezwan 103
n.o, Moin 53, Minto 40,
Tashrigunl 36: Monil 2/24).
Result: Sadharan Bima won

bowler’'s end.

Hasibul Hossain drove the
fourth ball for four through ex-
tra cover and picked up a couple
from the final delivery, but that
was not enough to avoid a de-
feat

After the nerve-wrecking
last over, the Dhaka cricket
perhaps witnessed a rare inci-
dent with both the winners and
the vanquished celebrating
their success.

POINTS TABLE

Super League

Teams M W L Pts NRR
Abahani KC 183 3 3+119
Kalabagan KC % 13 3 & 57
Biman v 2 4 24067
Surjo Tarun v 0 B 2D +#016
MohammedanSC¥® 8 8 1 4015
BrothersUrion % 8 8 ¥B+«ON

TODAY'S MATCH
Rel League

tion
Wari Club v Gopibagh FA
Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket

Stadium

ROLL OF HONOUR

Year Champions Runners up
1974-75 Abahani KC Shantinagar Club
1975-76 Victoria SC Abahani KC
1976-77 Abahani KC Victoria SC
1977-78 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1978-79 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1979-80 Biman Azad Boys Club
1980-81 Biman Mohammedan SC
1981-82 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1982-83 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC
1983-84 Biman Mohammedan SC
1984-85 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC
1985-86 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC
1986-87 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC
1987-88 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1988-89 Biman Abahani KC
1989-90 Abahani KC Rupali Bank
1990-91 Brothers Union Biman
1991-92 Mohammedan SC Abahani KC
1992-93 Abahani KC Mohammedan SC & Biman
1993-94 Abahani KC & Biman Mohammedan SC
1994-95 Abahani KC & Kalabagan KC
Mohammedan SC
1995-96 Mohammedan SC Brothers Union
1996-97 Abahani KC Kalabagan KC
1997-98 Abahani KC Brothers Union
1998-99 Biman Abahani KC
1999-2000 Abahani KC Kalabagan KC

Abahanl captain
Akram Khan

ave
full credit to his
teammates for
regaining the

Premier Division

cricket league title after a
Seasoll.
The famous son of Chit-

tagong, who has been captain-
ing the Dhanmondi giants for
last five seasons, was talking to
the local FIEHH alter yesterday's
title decider against Kalabagan
Krira Chakra.

Although Abahani lost by
five runs and finish equal on
points(26), it was Akram's men
who clinched the prestigious ti-
tle on superior net run rate,

Ironically Kalabagan had
surrendered the crown last sea-
son under similar circum-
stances to Bangladesh Biman.

“We did not have four regular
players including two forelgn-
ers in our last three maltches
and that was the main reason
why we lost those malches.”
sald an exhausted Akram.”But

by four wickets,

—
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won the title.
¥ “Opener Mehrab and wick-
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Post match

[''n happy in the end as we have
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Sports Reporter

etkeeper Mizanur Rahman
missed our last three matches.
Also the strength of the side was
weakened without Pakistani
recruits Amir Wasim and ljaz
Ahmed Junfor.,” he said adding
that despite that the team was
determined to put on a good
show.

Akram believed the perfor-
mance of the local batsmen was
the key to his side’s success.

“I'm always in favour of lo-
cal players because they give
their hundred per cent.”

Abahani coach Sarwar Im-
ran also praised his players for
their extraordinary showing In
the league this season.

* The cricketers of Abahani
were fully dedicated to thelir
game” , sald Imran who has re-
cently been appointed as
Bangladesh coach [m the forth-
coming Asta Cup.

“Despite the hiccups in the
last part of our campaign, I
have reasons to fee] satisfied,”

Abahani bhad a sensational
run of 13 straight wins belore
they first suffered a loss.

* We became a bit compla-
cent in the last few matches
probably because our champl-

arley

onship was virtually ensured,
But today we played a serious
F:uur- and were unlucky not to
1ave won | Imran added.

The former coach of
Bangladesh Krira Shikkha Pro-
tisthan(BKSP) thanked all the
Abahani divots for their sup-
port throughout the season.

Kalabagan manager Raliqul
Alam believed that they were
champions at heart. The enter-
prising Dhanmondi lakeside
outfit had Abahani on the ropes
when they met in the first phase
of the league only to be {IPlll:‘.ﬂlt'tI
by a controversial ruling. Kal-
nﬁngﬂn have since lodged an of-
ficlal protest and have taken
the Cricket Committee of
Dhaka Metropolitan (CCDM) to
the court,

“ We will walt for the verdict
of the High Court,” sald Rafiqul.
" We plaved l‘lllei“t\’ {‘l'it‘Lt‘t.
this scason as we had promised

before the start of the league
and we feel that ethically we
have won the crown”, clalimed
the former national crickeler
who was managing a team lor
the first time In his {llustrious
cricketer.
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National School Cricket

MYMENSINGH, May 15:
Mymensingh Zila School and
Comilla Zila School started
their final round campaign of
the ANZ Grindlays Bank na-
tional schools cricket champi-
onship with winning note here
today, reports UNB.

Deputy Commissioner of
Mymensingh Rafiqul Islam in-
augurated the eight-day meet
participated by 16 teams.

At the Mymensingh OSta-
dium, local Zila School beat
Sylhet Aided High School by six
wickets. The touring Sylhet
School had to play with nine
cricketers due to over age ol
some piayers.

At the Circuit House ground,
Comilla Zila School eliminated
Dhaka Government Laboratory
High School by seven wickets

BRIEF SCORES

SYLHET AIDED HIGH
SCHOOL: 135 for 8 in 35
overs (Alok 47, Deep 27, Ejaz
18; Dipu 4/10, Robin 1/12
and Sunny 1/29.)
MYMENSINGH ZILA
SCHOOL : 137 for 4 in 20
overs (Robin 36, Lipon 27,
Arman 24, Sunny 22; Alok
2/26, Robin 1/23 and Ejaz
1/29.)

GOVT LAB HIGH SCHOOL: 96
allout in 33.4 overs (Imon
21, Devnath 12, Ehtesam 10;
Sumon 3/20, Masum 3/24
and Russel 2/18),

COMILLA ZILA SCHOOL : 97
for 3 in 17 overs (Russel 21,
Somun not out 18, Imon 16,

Apu 16 and Masum unbeaten
13),

Rajshahi v'ball
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, May 15: Ja-
arata Sangha and Green Star
lub won their respective

matches of Hassan Imam-All,
Imam Pintu Smriti First Divi-
slon Volleyball League at the
Rajshahi Stadium today.

Jagarata Sangha beat City
Club by 3-0 ( 25-18, 25-16 and
25-11) sets and Green Star de-
feated Ambagan Club by 3-1 (23-
25, 26-22, 25-22 and 25-23) sets.

Brothers Union will take on
United Sporting Club and
Colony Club will meet Morning
Star Club tomorrow,

Qavvum has revealed that his
version of his report into match
fixing in England and that ol
the Pakistan Cricket Board are
dramatically different

Qayyvum, ever the diplomat,
was careful not to accuse the
PCB of altering the damning re-
port which states that Pak-
istani players were involved in
match fixing. Two players
Salim Malik and Mushtaq
Ahmed have also been recom
mended for life bans

The revelations fly in the
face of the crowing announce-
ment made last Wednesday by
Lieutenant General Tauqir Zia,
the chairman of the Pakistan
Cricket Board, who claimed
that the report found no illegal
activities. Zia went so lar as 1o
boast that the world could take
lessons from Pakistan: "Pak-
istan’'s image will not be stained
over this: we are giving a lesson
to others,” he said

report compelled the Pakistani
judge to make some disclosure

to The [elegraph.
The hi;{;:-h!
dropped by the

Hl‘ll-‘ﬁ for life bans on two
ers. When

1"' L‘:]tlll] \1ri|l!x
"That is correct

he replied,

He was more discreet but no

d*-}-'.l‘li il
currentuy
touring the West Indies had also

eSS

damning when
Mushtag Ahmed

been targeted for a lile ban. "l
can’'t say, but the answer isn't
no,” came the answer, a master-
piece in subtiety

He added that Wasim Akram
had also come under the spot-
light. "l can tell you that he has
not got off scot-free,” said
Qavvum. Left-arm paceman
Akram has been at the centre ol
allegations of match fixing and
corruplion at various 1IHit‘.‘- i1

bombshells

frustrated
Qavyvum were the recommenda-
play-
asked if he had called
for the expulsion from the game

Bangladesh’s bid for Test status

COLOMBO, May
15 Sri Lanka
today reiterated
their total support
to Bangladesh’'s
bid to achieve Test
status this year, reports B55.

Sri Lanka's Minister ol
Samurdhi, Youth Affairs and
Sports D M S B Dissanayake
made the assurance when State
Minister for Youth and Sports
Obaidul Quader called on the
former at his office this morn-
Ing.

Quader thanked the Lankan
minister. At the last meeting
Sri Lanka extended unstinted
support to Bangladesh.

He urged Dissanayake to
also campaign with other
member countries of the Inter-
national Cricket Council (1CC)
on behall of Bangladesh

During the meeting, the
sports minister laid emphasis
on youth and sports exchange
programmes between the two
neighbouring countries. Quader
informed the minister about
the advancement and success of .
Bangladesh’'s sports sector un-
der the dynamic leadership ol
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
Quader was accompanied by
Bangladesh High Commis-
sioner to Sri Lnntn Ashrafl-ud-
Doula and general secretary ol
Bangladesh Crickel Board Syed
Ashraful Hug

The secretary and high ofli-

Lanka extend support

cials of the ministry of Samur-
(lhi, Youth Affairs and Sports ol
Sri Lanka were also present

In New Delhi the State Min-
ister expressed the hope that
Hc'illghltit‘ﬁh wonld gel the Test
status at the forthcoming gen-
eral meeting of the ICC to be
held at Lords in June

*We want the other Test-
playing countries to join our
campaign he said at the end ol
his three-day visit to India.

Apart from meeting Indian
minister of state for sports,
Chaoba Singh and secretary of
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) JY Lele, Obaidul
Quader had telephonic conver-

It depends on how you look

at it.” said Qavvuimn. "He is look-
ing from a certain angle and
there can be another way of

looking at it. But I don't know
from what angle he is looking.
The one thing he is right in say-
ing is that there was no planned

match-fixing by the team as a
whole

But diplomatic and soft-
spoken as he has been,

Qayyums taste of things to come
has scuttled all future attempts
to cover up the ["l!r"'l.'f or save
face by the PCB

Qayyum has also gone in
record as saying that were the
PCB to release a doctored ver-
sion of his report, he would
blow the whistle

Pakistan cricket stands at a

cross-roads: if the report has
been altered and Qayyvum
reports it to the worlds media as
he has said he will Pakistan
faces expulsion from world
cricket. It it has not been al-
tered. then Zia's utterances were
severely misguided, and the

PCB will have to reconsider his
position in the organisation.

Lara denies

receiving
more money

Port of Spain, Trinidad, May
15 (AP): West Indian batsman
Brian Lara has denied a news-
paper report that he is being
paid additional money to tour
England this summer

On Saturday. The Trinidad
Guardian said Lara - who ini-
tially said he was not available
to tour England with the West
Indies - was persuaded by a new

deal earning him 120 000 US

satlon with 1CC president Jag-
mohan Dalmiya and celebrated
cricketer Sunil Gavaskar

"Get ready for celebration,”
the state minister guoted
Gavaskar as telling him over
phaone

He said Dahiniva also wished
SUCCEsS |."r.ltlj_11&l(!l.:“~|l S campaign
[or gaining status

Replying to a
Quader said that India. Pak-
istan, Sri Lanka. South Alrica
and Zimbabwe had already ex-
pressed support to Bangladesh's
claim and added that Aus-
tralian indication was also pos-
itive.

He sald “even it one or two
countries do not support 1 be-

lieve they will not oppose eil-
ther”,

question

dollars instead of the original
tour fee of 40 000 dollars

"It is completely false (o
state that 1 have been paid addi-
tional money as an inducement
(o tour England with the West
Indies team.,” Lara said in a
written statement on Satarday
night. “This was never and Is
not a consideration at all.”

Lara said he was pained by
the report of a bigger pay cheque
and was considering legal ac-
tion over the article

Lara has beenon an extended
rest period having Eiu:n up the
captaincy of the West Indies
team in February after the team
was badly beaten in New
Zealand. He has since travelled
to the United States to seek

counselling for stress.




