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Bangabandhu murder

HC accepts names
of 11 state defence
lawyers In
death ref

The High Court yesterday ac-
cepted the names of 11 state de-
fence lawyers submitted by the
solicitor for 11 absconding
convicts in the Bangabandhu
Death Reference Case, reports
BSS.

On May 3, a High Court Di-
vision Bench comprising Jus-
tice Mohammad Ruhul Amin
and Justice ABM Khairul Huq
directed the solicitor to ensure
whether state defence lawyers
on behalf of the condemned ab-
sconders have been appointed
or not.

The court had fixed May 15
for the order regarding the ap-
pointment of state defence
lawyers.

As per directive of the court
the solicitor yesterday submit-
ted the list of the names of 11
state defence lawvers for 11 ab-
sconding condemned persons to
the court.

The state defence lawyers are
JK Paul, Zahedul Bari, Mo-
hammad Waliul Islam, Mo-
haminad Zahurul Islam Mukul,
Khandker.Golzar Hossain, Sai-
fuddin Ahmed Chowdhury, MA

See page 11 col 7

PCJSS. TRWA men
boycott CHT
Task Force meet

From Stail Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 15: Par-
battya Chattagram Jana Sang-
hati Samity (PCJSS) and Tribal
Refugee Welfare Association
(TRWA) for the third time boy-
cotted the meeting of the Task
Force on Refugees in CHT held
here at Chittagong circuit house
today.

The two representatives —
Sudasindu Khisa of PCJSS and
Bakul Chakma of TRWA — boy-
cotted the meeting protesting
the Task Force move to repa-
triate internal non-tribal
refugees in CHT, sources said.

The meeting over today Task
Force chairman Dipankar
Talukder, MP, told the news-
men that a list of 1,28,364 fami-
lies of internal refugees was
finalised for repatriation

The list included 90,208
families of tribal and 38,156
families of non-tribals,
Talukder said. The rehabilita-
tion would start on receipt of
order from the ministries con-
cerned, he added. The non-
tribal internal refugees were
scrutinised from among those
living in CHT between the pe-
riod of 1975 to 1992, Talukder
said

Replying to a question he
said it was nowhere written in
the peace accord that non-tribal
refugees should not be rehabili-
tate§ in CHT

Both tribal and non-tribal
should get equal treatment in

the CHT to establish peace,
chairmnan of the Task Force
said. The internal refugees

See page 11 col 8

Removal of former
president: Rule
nist 1ssued on
4 CCCI leaders

Froni Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 15: A
High Court Division Bench of
Supreme Court today issued a
rule nisi upon four leaders of
Chi{l:lgrm[g Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (CCCI) in-
cluding present president Sai-
fuzzaman Chowdhury regard-
ing removal of former president
and change of power there that
took place on March 14

The court also stayed the
resolution of March 14, circular
of May 10 and actions hereafter
for ten days. The rule nisi and
stay order came following a
writ petition IU(l(gf*rl by the for-
mer (removed) CCC]| president
Md Kamaluddin Ahmed.

The rule nisi asked the re-
spondents to show cause as to
why they should not be ordered
to cancel the impugned resolu-
tion of March 14 and impugned
circular of May 10 for not being
in conformity with the provi-

sions of the articles of the asso-

clation. It also ordered the re-
spondents to certify and
transmit the report to the court
by May 21.

Children of eleven freedomfighters walked barefooted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
vesterday, their hands and feet cuffed, demanding extradition of the absconding convicts |

in Bangabandhu Murder Case.
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Foreign Minister of Bhutan
Lyonpo Jigmi Thinley vester-
day said regional and sub-re-
jional cooperation is essential
For economic development of
SAARC states and the region.

SAARC has a crucial role to
play as a development forum in
the region and cooperation
among the member countries
will continue despite post-
ponement of the Sumumit, he
told newsmen emerging from"
official talks here

“We see postponement of the
(SAARC) Summit as a tempo-
rary halt. It will have no effect
on technical cooperation
among member states”

Thinley who arrived Dhaka
on May 13 on a five-day official
visit viewed that besides South
Asian regional cooperation,
sub-regional cooperation en-
visaged in the South Asian
Growth Quadrangle comprising

' Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and

Nepal should also be seriously
pursued.

He said, in the era of globali-
sation, the need for cooperation
at both regional and sub-re-

. gional levels are "essential and

‘mperative.”

Regional édop
to economic growth

Visiting Bhutanese FM tells newsmen

By Diplomatic Correspondent
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Sensitised society, empowered

women can end repression
Workshop on NCBP told

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a workshop en-
titled "NGO Committee on Bel-
Jing Plus Five, Bangladesh
(NCBP)" in the city yesterday
emphasised the creation of
awareness in the society and
more empowerment of women
to stop repression on them.

They said that the govern-
ment and the NGOs had taken
various steps for the women's
advancement but such steps had
not been implemented effec-
tively so far.

Expressing concern over the
rising rate of women's and
children’'s repression in the
country, the speakers said the
women continued to be a in
vulnerable position due to lack
of accountability and co-ordi-
nation among the operation of
the government ami nomn-goy-
ernment agencies,

NCBP, a coalition of over
225 NGOs and women groups,
was formed in 1999 aiming at
reviewing the projects and pro-
grammes of both the govern-

ment and NGOs, The coalition
Is also tr}*iuﬁ{ to the implement
the proposal for the Platform
For Action (PFA) In collabora-
tion with the government.

The speakers condemned the
political parties for politicisin
the women's issue and stresseg
the need for political commit-
ment to stop repression on
women and their advancement
in the society,

Chaired by Salma Khan.
chairperson NCBP and presi-
dent, Women for Women, the
workshop was also addressed
by Dina Haq. Joint secretary,
Ministry of Women and Chil-
dren Affairs, Maleka Begum,
member, NCBP-steering com-
mittee, Prof. Jahanara Hagq,
member, NCBP-steering com-
mittee,

Motlur Rahman, Editor of
Daily Prothom Alo, addressed
the function as chief guest while
Mahin Sultana, member of
NCBP-steering committee
placed an alternative NGO re-

port on Beljing Plus Five
Bangladesh at the workshop. A
total of 242 representatives
from varions government and
non-govermuent organisations
attended the workshop.

In her report, Mahin Sultana
sald five years have ‘elapsed
since the Beljing conference but
we could not do anything worth
mentioning for the welfare of
the women. “So, we should find
out our lapses In the past and
list what we need to do in this
regard in the future.”

She said government had
taken some plans for the ad-
vancement of women but steps
had not yet been taken to im-
plement those steps properly.
She, however, said that the gov-
ernment could not implement
the plans without the involve-
ment of relevant sectors of the
government and NGOs.

She also said that the gov-
ernment had taken up negligi-
ble measures for incorporating
women's development in differ-

ent plannlng of the govern-
ment. “A majority of govern.
ment olficials in the plannin
level were found to e quite upy.
aware ol national and interna-
tonal commitments on equal-
ity of women.”

Mahin Sultana said won
en's equality and development
were not Incorporated in the
light of npational target
achievement in different devel.
opment projects under the
ministries. “Disparity between
men and women is not explic-
itly recognised in the projects.
So the projects did not success
in eradicating the gender differ-
ence and distributing the bene-
fits of the development projects
equally between men and
wWOmen.

She said that the NGOs were
continuing their efforts to-
wards Implementation of the
Platform For Action (PFA).
adopted in Bejjing conference
in 1995.

See page 11 col 8

Responding to a question. he
expressed the hope that the
SAARC Summit would take

place shortly, but in the mean-
time cooperation and under-

standing at all levels would
continue,

The official talks were held
for nearly two hours at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. The
home team led by Foreign Min-
ister Abdus Samad included
State Minister Abul Hasan
Chowdhury, Acting Foreign
secretary Dr.Toufig All, Direc-
tor General of SAARC Munshi
Faiz Ahmed, D G South Asia
Mondud Ali and Bangladesh
envoy to Bhutan SS Chakma

he Bhutanese side led by
the foreign minister included
its ambassador Lhatu
Wangchuk and other senior of-
fi('iélli-:.

The two ministers met the
press jointly. The visiting for-
eign minister responded to all
questions by newsmen.

Thinley has the distinction
of being the first Chairman of
Bhutanese Council of Ministers
following amendments to the
governing provisions by King
Jigme Wangchuk.

eration key

He described Bangladesh-
Bhutan relations as “excellent,”
and said the talks were "very
productive, fruitful and sub-
stantive.”

Asked what issues he dis-
cussed, Thinley said, “"No issue
was discussed. We are the best of
neighbours. We do not have any
(outstanding) bilateral issue. We
only discussed agenda for more
trade, better cooperation and
ways (o increase people-to
-people contact",

Asked what was the outcome
of talks regarding reported
opening of a second overland
transit route between Bhutan
and Bangladesh, Thinley said,
“"We have agreed that these
matters will be discussed at

trade talks with a Bhutanese
trade delegation which due to

arrive in Dhaka'

He said the Bangladesh- |
Bhutan trade agreement will
expire in September and all
trade modalities will be ad-
dressed then.

It was learnt that the second
transit route through Dalu in
Bhutanese and Naakugoan in
Bangladesh was identified ear-

See page 11 col 7

Méking merry with
public purse

JS body detects irregularities at TEB

By Asad-uz Zaman

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Public Esti-
mate (PSCPE) has detected gross
irregularities at the Technical
Education Board (TEB) includ-
ing misappropriation of funds
allocated for publication of
books on technical education in
Bengali.

The committee found that
some four crore taka of a Tk.
9.30 crore project to print books
in Bengali had been spent on
overseas tours in the name of
teachers’ training by the
chairman and deputy directors
of the board.

The TEB is the country's
lone organisation on technical
education and conducts courses
like diploma in engineering,
agriculture, vocational educa-
tion and other informal educa-
tion. Its major responsibilities
include preparation of curricn-
lum, conduct of examination.
evaluation of answer-scripts
and announcement of results.

The government initiated
the biggest-ever book project for
the TEB in June 1996, scheduled
for completion by June 2000,
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However, sources at the board
said, the project would not be
complete on schedule and may
take at least six months more

According to the parliamen-
tary body, the chairman of the
board submitted a statement of
expenditure incurred till June
1999 which showed that Tk.
82,250,000 had been spent for
writing, editing and printing
books; Tk. 1,750,000 for teach-
ers training; and Tk. 450,000
for personnel recruitment.
However, he could not present
the expenditure in details.

On the list of writers and edi-
tors, there were people who had
110 prior experience on writing

See page 11 col 4

Khulna dist,
city units of
APAC formed

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, May 15: All-party
Action Committees of city and
district units have been formed
in Khulna after a marathon
meeting of the opposition liai-
son committee with city BNP
president M Nurul Islam in the
chair.

The 16]-member city com-
mittee will be run by five co-
convenors. They are city Mayor
Shaikh Tayebur Rahman and
M Nurul Islam of BNP, city JP
president Abul Hossain, city
Ameer of Jamaat Mian Golam
Parwar and city president of
I0J Moulana Sakhawat Hos-
sain. The 161-member city
committee of APAC has been
formed with 76 from BNP, 35
from JP, 30 from Jamaat, 15
from Islami Oikyo Jote and 5
from other opposition parties,

See page 11 col 6

3 BCL leaders
chargesheeted
for assaulting

woman at TSC
By Staff Correspondent

Three leaders of Bangladesl
Chhatra League unit at Dhaka
University were chargesheeted
yesterday in connection with a
case for sexually assaulting a
woman at the TSC of University
on the night of December 31 last
year,

The Detective Branch sub-

mitted the chargesheet to the
CMM's Court after about four
months' investigation, police
said.
The chargesheeted persons
Fazlul Haq Russel, Khan
Mesbahul Alam Tutul — are
now in the Dhaka Central Jail.
The other chargesheeted ac-
cused — Chandan — is abscond-
ing.

Russel and Tutul were tem-
porarily expelled from the DU
for their alleged involvement in
the incident.

Murder of 2 brothers
Police yet to
nab Kamal

Pasha

By Staff Correspondent

Police till yesterday failed to
trace Kamal Pasha, the main
accused in the murder of two
brothers at Mohammadpur in
the city on May 5.

But residents of the area al-
leged that Pasha was seen
moving around in the locality.
They wondered how Pasha, a
‘motorious Kkiller' could move
freely despite deployment of
police in.the area.

Two brothers — Ashfaq Hos-
sain Jewel, 28, and Mohammad
Ali Rebel, 24, were gunned down
within 15 minutes by profes-
sional Killer Kamal Pasha on
May 5, said an FIR.

39 Rohingyas
arrested

COX'S BAZAR, May 15: The
Alikadam Thana Police in the
Bandarban district arrested 39
Rohingyas including 18 women
from different areas of the Up-
azila recently, police said. re-
ports BSS.

Police raided Fazal Colony,
Sabarpara, Noapara, Amtali-
para and Panbazarpara and ar-
rested the Rohingyas. They en-
tered Bangladesh recently.

Early entrance planned

to reduce session jams

In a bid to reduce session
jam and eliminate late adinis-
sion system, public universities
and medical colleges across the
country will allow applicants to
sit for admission tests soon af-
ter publication of their HSC
2000 results, sources said.

The decision was taken at a
recent meeting chaired by the
education minister. Vice-chan-
cellors of all the public univer-
sities, chairman and members
of the University Grants Com-
mission, and the education sec-
retary attended the meeting.

Almost all the public insti-
tutions for higher education
currently have, on an average,
two years of session jam caused
by unscheduled closure, the
sources added.

When contacted, Professor A
K Azad Chowdhury, vice-chan-
cellor of Dhaka University,
confirmed that the decision had
been taken to prevent loss of a
year due to late admission.

Even before the students be-
gin classes at the universities,
Professor Chowdhury said, they
lose a year. Session clogging is
also caused by unscheduled re-
cess, often caused by clashes be-
tween rival student organisa-

By Mizan Ali

tions, he added

Although necessary infras-
tructure is there, he said. publie
universities would need logistic
and financial support to hold
admission test for an addi-
tional batch of students every
vear. The government, he
added, has already pledged to
ensure that,

Dhaka University would
need additional budgetary allo-
cation of about two crore taka
for this purpose, Professor
Chowdhury said.

DU presently gets about Tk
100 crore annually including
revenue and development bud-
get, he added.

Rajshahi University is now
burdened with a session jam of
about two years, its Vice-chan-
cellor Professor Sayeedur
Rahman told The Daily Star re-
cently.

He, too, blamed political vio-
lence on the campus in this re-
gard.

At one time, the university
lagged four to five years behind
schedule, he said. During 1991-
92, it was three and a half years.
Since 1997, the situation has
progressively improved.

In the last three years. there

was hardly any unscheduled
closure that helped reduce ses-
sion backlog. he added.

For Chittagong University.
things have not been that
smooth. It has just come out of
nearly five months of closure.

Following armed clashes be-
tween the ruling party-backed
Bangladesh Chhatra League and
Islami Chhatra Shibir on De-
cember 19 last year, the aca-
demic activities had remained

suspended before dialogue be-
tween university authorities
and students resulted in re-
sumption of classes on May 10.

Jahangirnagar University
has now a session jam of about
two years now. JU remained
closed for about six months in
1998-99, after the issue of sex-
ual harassment of a few female
students had led to student un-
rest.

Shahjalal University, which
earlier had no session jam,
would now lag about six months
behind because of the ongoing
closure, caused by trouble aris-
ing out of a controversy over
naming of some academic and
administrative buildings of the
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98 hostages freed, 7 still held

at daycare centre in Norway

HJELMELAND, Norway,
May 15: A shotgun-wielding
man released 20 children and
eight adults he took hostage in a
daycare center in southwestern
Norway on Monday but still
held five children and two staff
hostage, Norwegian news
agency NTB said, reports AFP.

The hostages were released
in three groups some five hours
alter the drama began. The sus-
pect first released three chil-
dren and one adult, who were
taken away by ambulance.
Their condition was not
Known.

Moments later, another
group of children and adults
was released, followed by a
third group of children.

“The children who have been
released are fine, considering
the circumstances,” NTB quoted

the police commissioner from
nearby Stavanger, Olav Soen-
derland, as saying.

Negotiations were continu-
ing with the suspect, police said.

The man, who according to
the internet tabloid VG Nett is
likely the father of one of the
children, burst into the build-
ing early Monday and threat-
ened to kill all 25 children and
10 adults.

Police were able to identify
the man, who was reported to be
in his forties.

Stavanger police acting
press spokesman Anders Bang-
Andersen told NTB: "We know
who the man is because he
called from the daycare center
at 11:06 a.m. (0906 GMT)."

Some 20 police officers were
stationed around the daycare
center throughout Monday.

One to die for
murder 1n
Bagerhat

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, May 15: The Addi-
tional District and Sessions
Judge, Bagerhat has sentenced
accused Enayet Hossain alias
Manju Molla to death and an-
other accused Shukh Mia to suf-
fer life term in the sensational
Matin murder case recorded
with Mollahat thana on Febru-
ary 20 of 1996.

The chargesheet was submit-
ted on October 14 by S. 1. Syed
Abdullah who investigated the
case.

According to prosecution
story: Abdul Matin, son of
Shaikh Afsaruddin of Kodalia
village under Mollahat thana of
Bagerhat was brutally Killed by
the accused in February. 1996.

The murder was committed
following a dispuie . over a fisk
enclosure at Mollahat, as stated
in the FIR.

— .

[sraeli parliament
approves WB
land transfer

JERUSALEM, May 15: The
Israeli parliament approved the
transier ol Arab villages near
Jerusalem to full control of the
Palestinian Authority in a vote
Monday that followed a heated
debate lasting more than four
hours, reports AFP.

Fifty-six MPs voted in
favour of an Israell cabinet de-
cision earlier Monday to hand
over the villages of Abu Dis,
Azariyah and Suwahara to the
Palestinians, while 48 voted
against and one abstained,

Prime Minister Ehud
Barak had described the vote as
a vote of confidence In his frag-
ile coalition, after the National
Religious Party sald It would
quit the government over the
land transfer.

The three villages are cur-
rently In area B of the West
Bank, where Yasser Arafat's
self-rule authority already has
civillan rule but where Israel
maintains seculrity control.

But Barak sald the transfer
would not take place until the
situation In the Palestinian

lerritories was clear, following

a lourth day of violent clashes,

An Israeli sniper aims at Palestinian protesters during clashes near the Jewish
settlement of Nezarim in the centre of the Gaza Strip yesterday. Clashes between Israeli
troops and Palestinians erupted following protests to mark the 'Nakba' or the
catastrophe' of Israel's founding 52 years ago.

-— AFP photo

DAKA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

Government Approved)
House No. 15/A, Road No. 2/A, Zigatala, Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209,
Admission is going on in the following Courses:

Course Name Duration

Eligibility

lTotal Fees

B.B.A (Hons.) T 4 years

Al least 2nd class in both
S.5.C & HS.C Exam.

170,000~

_1

M.B.A 2 years

Having 3 points with
| Graduation

13,000/

M.B.A(Executive)

| year

y -

B.S.C (Hons.)in | 4 years

Computer Science

Having 5 points & At least S vears
Administration Experience

Al least 2nd class in both

SSC&HSCExam

i

60,000/«

1.90, 000/

LL.B (Huns) 4 years

At least 2nd class in both
3.5.C & HS.CExam.

1 70.000/-

=

BA (Hons.) in English | 4 years

B.S.S (Hons.)
in Snciolog

4 years

BS.Cin Ajritulmrel 4 years

' N—

All Classes will commence very soon, All are to be completed in due ume
and taught by eminent Professors / Teachers who have strong academie
degrees from overseas Universities. Courses are conducted on Semester
basis. Tuitions fees are minimum in comparision to tuition fees of ather
pavate Umversities. Standards of education are equal to overseas Universities.
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