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| Pedestrians

The public transport users of
the city have their own trails
and tribulations. With the ris-
ing city population and no
prospect of any appreciable fm-
provement in r over-all
transport situation, those citi-
zens who try to avoid the use of
public transports and seek to
depend on their two legs to
cover any distance are not in a
happy position. They encounter
a lot of adverse situation which
make their passage to their des-
tinations far {from easy.

Ideally a pedestrian is sup-
posed to have untrammeled
freedom of movement. In the
city, such freedom is hard to
cmlccire except where there are
open spaces which are also
gradually shrinking.

The adverse circumstances
that beset the path of a pedes-
trian are many. According to
latest estimates, two-thirds of
the city's busiest roads remain
under unauthorised occupation.
At the same time, such foot-
paths are so much filthy and
cluttered with obstructions of
various Kinds that they are un-
fit for use by pedestrians. As a
result, concomitantly with the
heavy traffic jams on the city's
main thoroughfares, the suffer-
ing of the pedestrians on foot-
paths is compounded. Although
the police administration con-
ducts from time to time raids to
evict the trespassers on foot-
paths, they don't become fruit-
ful, by and large, with the result
that the footpaths built at great
costs aren't conferring any ben-
efit for the pedestrians.

By A S M Nurunnabi

Observers are of the opinion
that a great part of the unautho-
rised occupation of the foot-
paths is due to large-scale irreg-
ular parking of cars and other
wlllcﬁ%s. In the entire road net-
work of the Motijheel Com-
mercial Area, the irregular
parking is so much rampant
that hardly any space is left for
use of the pedestrians. Specific
examples in this respect can be
cited galore. The Dhaka City
Corporation and the Traflic au-
thorities are aware of this
overwhelming trend not only in
this area but also in other areas
of the city, such as Malibagh,
Maghbazar, Sonargaon Road,
Panthapath, Mirpur Road, Ele-
phant Road etc.

In this all-pervading picture
of irregular parking, the RAJUK
takes no remedial steps. Rather
it compounds the sorry state ol
affairs by giving permission 1o
builders of private hospitals-
clinics, and big shopping com-
plexes to go with their con-
struction projects without mak-
ing any provision for parking.

On account of the present
rising trend of construction of
high-rise buildings, piles of
building materials like rods,
cement, bricks, sand, brick and
stone chips etc, are kept on the
footpaths for months together
without any permission from
the City Corporation. Among
the busiest roads of the city,
those which are seriously ham-
pered by the piling on footpaths
of the construction materials
include Panthapath, Sonar-
gaon Eskaton Road,

Road,

Pak court

From Page ]

ruling on Pakistan's demo-
cratic credentials

The court was ruling on peti-
tions by Sharif's Pakistan
Muslimi League against the coup
on the same day the former
premier a?peared in a separate
court at the start of a trial for

tax evasion and CUFTUPUOI].

Pakistani courts have up-
held previous military coups
which have installed the army
for about half of the country's
52-year existence and the vali-
dation of Musharraf's takeover
had been expected.

But it came too late to help a
stock market hit by jitters over
the ruling, which came minutes
after the close of the Karachi
Stock Exchange

Bangabazar

From Page 1

ble gate at 10-30 pm, Amin said.

After entering the market
the gang locked the shops which
were closed on the weekend.

It was not known why a pol-
icy team at the street crossing
nearby did not intervene.

When contacted, Ramna po-
lice said that they have received
information about the incident.

The matter is being investi-

ated, the duty officer at the po
ice station told The Daily Star
at 11-28 pm last night.

Toyenbee Circular Road and
also some busy roads in old
Dhaka.

There are also other lactors
which make the pedestrians’ lot
very difficult. These include
overflowing garbage dumps in
many areas, leaking sewerage
lines in some localities, creat-
ing slush covering almost the

entire footpaths and the streets
and the open manholes, partic-
ularly during the rainy season,
Lllll'\illl_‘ sewage (o overflow on
the footpaths and the roads. On
account of inadequacy of public
toilets, some people requiring
to relieve themselves, use some
corners of footpaths for the
purpose.

One of the city's busiest area,
IhlIHLl\. Gulistan, witnesses the
entire length of the footpaths
lost to the unauthorised occupa-
tion by numerous hawkers and
small traders setting up im-
promptu shops on the pave-
ments selling an assortment of
wares on the BB Avenue. The
same picture can be seen in
Baitul Mukarram and the adja-
cent areas, where garment sell-
ers and hawkers of miscella-
neous items leave little space
for use by pedestrians.

The Dhaka City Corporation
and the Traffic authorities
seemn impotent to deal with the
problemx of such large-scale
unathorised occupation of foot-
paths. In this situation, consid-
erations of pedestrian conve-
nience and safety don't weigh
with the concerned authorities
and these seem to be nobody's
business at present.

Violent anti-Suharto
protest in Jakarta

JAKARTA, May 12: Police
fired tear gas tonight at hun-
dreds of student protesters who
had %athered outside former
President Suharto's home, de-
manding that he be put on trial
for corruption, reports AP.

More than 100 police offi-
cers with shields had held the
protesters about 300 meters
away from the house for hours
when they suddenly fired tear
gas canisters and charged the
demonstrators.

The students responded by
throwing rocks, glass bottles
and Molotov cocktails. The po
lice then chased them down side
streets, firing round after round
of tear gas at the demonstrators.

At least one journalist was
injured when -he was hit by a
rock in the attack, which soon
removed all protesters from the
area.

The demonstration occurred
on the second anniversary of a
police attack that had Killed
four students at a college in
Jakarta at the height of the stu-
dent-led, pro-democracy
movement that forced Suharto
to resign as president in 1998.

"Hang Suharto! Hang
Suharto!”™ the demonstrators
shouted outside his house in
central Jakarta before the po-
lice attack.

"Put Suharto on trial now!"
said one of the many posters
they carried. Others contained
large pictures of the former
leader with holes where his eyes
should have been

The former president, who is
now 79, has been charged with
corruption but not put on trial
yvet. Lately, he has refused to be
questioned by prosecutors, say-
ing he is too ill

“Earlier today, a separate
anti-Suharto protest by about
1,000 other college students oc-
curred outside Parliament.
They demanded that he be pros-
ecuted and that the current gov-
ernment better protect the hu-
man rights of Indonesians.
Later, that protest ended outside
the Defense Ministry.

This morning, a ceremony
was held to unveil a new memo-
rial at Trisakti University
honouring the four students
who died there two years ago.
Funded by teachers, students
and relatives of the victims, the
memorial includes four ten-me-
ter-tall steel pillars.

Each one contains a large
bullet hole toward the top. The
memorial was installed in a
parking lot in front of Trisakti
University where the students

See page 11 col 7
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must be

appointed thru'
COnsensus,
says Ershad

KURIGRAM, May 12: Jaltiya
Party Chairman HM Ershad
asked the government today to
refrain from appointing the
new chief election commis-
sioner before reaching an un-
derstanding with the opposli-
tion, reports UNB,

“The CEC must be appointed
through consensus; otherwise
the government will have to
bear the consequences,” warned
Ershad, addressing the blennial
conference of Kurigram district
Jatiya Party at the local Town
Hall premises in the afternoon.

"Although the four party al-
llance wants a neutral chief
election commissioner, it's not
our main goal. The main task
ahead of us is to force Awaini
League to hand over power to
the caretaker government to
hold election,"” said the former
president. Referring to sharing
of parliamentary seats among
the components of the alliance,
Ershad said "since greater
Rangpur is the fort of Jatiya
Party none excepting JP can
claim any of the 22 seats here."
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The day being hot as hell, these children could not think of a better way to weather the
simmering heat than to take some cooling dips in the narrow channel of the Buriganga at

Kamrangirchar yesterday.

—Star photo

De Guzman just wanted to be
relieved of responsibility?

'Love Bug'
follow-up

MANILA, May 12: By saving
he may have accidentally re-
leased the notorious "Love Bll%‘
computer virus, a young F
ipino student seems to have
admitted he did it while trying
to avoid responsibility, a top
investigator said today, reports
AP.

Onel A. de Guzman is one of
four people the Philippine Na-
tional Bureau of Investigation
characterized today as "possible
suspects” in the cyber attack
that crippled e-mail systems
worldwide on May 4.

But the NBI's deputy director
for Investigative services, Car-
los S Caabay, said the investi-
gation is continuing and no ar-
rest warrants have been sought.

Meeting with reporters,
Caabay sald de Guzman's
statements in
Thursday indicated he may
have
of the "ILOVEYOU" virus that
stunned experts with the speed
at which it spread arnuucrehc
world.

De Guzman,

a news conference

pld ed a role In the release

23, sald It was

‘possible” he had accldentally
released the virus, although he
sald he was not certain who had

done it and refused to say

whether he had written the pro-

gramme.
“It seems there was an indi-
rect admission,

evasion,” Caabay sald. "Evasio

because he wanted to be relieved

but there was

of responsibility by saying pos-

sibly he has released acciden-
tally the 'Love Bug' virus."

"If it is true, we are going to
determine whether it was acci-
dental or intentional.," Caabay
said.

Caabay said NBI technicians
were completing their investi-

ation of 17 computer diskettes
seized Monday from an apart-
ment where de Guzman lived
with his sister, Irene de Guz-
man. and her boyfriend, Reonel
Ramones, who was arrested but
released for lack of evidence.

Those three, and another
computer : student, Michael

Buen, are all tunhi{hrrvd poOSsi-
ble suspects, Caabay said. He
said the tumpuh r diskettes will
likely give police the names of
more people to pursue.

But Caabay declined to say
whether the diskettes had
vielded any information link-
ing de Guzman or the others
with the virus.

The diskettes are being re-
viewed by Philippine investiga-
tors and two or three US FBI
agents operating out of the US
Embassy in Manila, he said.

The alleged author of the 'Love Bug' virus,
Guzman (L), is presented along with his. sister Irene, to
the media in a news conference in Manila on Thursday.

—AFP photo

Onel de

Sharif presented with evidence
that speaks of corruptwn_

ATTOCK FORT, Pakistan,
May 12: Inside a 16th century
fort, surrounded by parapets
and armed sentries, Pakistan's
deposed prime minister Nawaz
Sharif was presented today
with evidence that alleges he
evaded paying taxes and fraudu-
lently imported a helicopter,
reports AP.

He was remanded in custody
at the Attock Fort until May 27
when formal corruption
charges are expected to be laid
and he will be expected to enter
a plea.

Sharif complained bitterly
about his cell, the food and the
lighting at Attock Fort, built
419 years ago by Moghul con-
qUErors.

He said the food was so bad
he didn't eat for two days, some-
thing the army-led govern-
ment's prosecutor general Fa-
moq Adam took exception to

saying Sharif was fed the same
food served to army officers.

Sharif also said his cell was
dimly lit, a HI%E steel door had
been erected blocking his sun-
shine and that he was held in
solitary confinement.

"There is hardly any light in
my room, steel barriers have
been erected outside my room
blocking the sun and the food
wasn't even worth eating,” he
told the court. "Why is this fort
being used? Because they want
to resurrect the 16th century.
How can | get a fair transparent
and open trial here?"

Sharif. who was earlier

convicted of hijacking and ter-
rorism and q:n!nn(ul to two

concurrent life sentences, faces
three separate charges of cor-
ruption, said Farooq Adam, the
prosecutor general of the army-
led government's National Ac-
countability Bureau, most of-

ten referred to as NAB.

Adam said at least six other
charges are expected to be laid
all in connection with allega-
tions that Sharif abused his au-
thority while in power, illfally
used government funds and en-
gaged in corrupt practices.

Adam chastised Sharif for
making a political speech, but
promised to ensure the former
prime minister got a free and
fair hearing.

"We are bending over back-
wards to try and ensure the
transparency and fairness of
this trial and we will continue

to bend over backwards,” said
Adam.
But he warned Sharif

against turning the courtroom
into a polltwal forum.

"This is not going to be a po-
litical ‘:}J(th making arena,
he said. "This will be a trial

See page 11 col 4 ;

Nawaz Sharif

Power generation
at Baghabari

fplant resumes

SIRAJGANJ, May 12: Bi-
joyer Alo, a barge-mounted
power plant in Baghabari, re-
sumed power generation
Wednesday with gas instead of
oil, reports UNB.

"We have restarted power
generation with gas due to short
supply of oil by PDB that
brought down our output to 0.05
mw a day against our capacity
of 130 mw, casing routine load-
shedding in the northern re-
gion," said Assistant Manager
of the plant Borua.

As power generation in the
plant resumed to its full capac-
ity, the load-shedding in the re-
gion will come down substan-
tially, Borua hoped, adding that
per unit power production cost
in the plant with gas now
stands at Tk 0.65.

Humayun Ahmed

From Page 1|

condition is now better. We
hope it will not deteriorate. But
he will have to remain under
observation,” Dr Rakib said.

Humayun's younger brother,
Dr Zafar Igbal, who is also a
very popular writer, said Hu-
mayun Ahmed was admitted to
the hospital at about five in the
morning after he felt very ex-
hausted at a friend's residence.

"Doctors said overwork is
the reason for the exhaustion,"
Dr Igbal of Shahjalal Univer-
sity of Science and Technology
told UNB, adding Humayun was
very busy with shooting for the
last few days.

"Doctors said his condition
is now fine, and nothing to be
worried," he said, also urging
people not to crowd at the hos-
pital as it will not help his
treatment anyway.

"Doctors sui__‘gf'-:ted a com-
plete rest and full atnppa%: of
smoking. Now this is the best
time for him to give up smok-
ing," he said about his elder
brother who is a chain smoker.

2 k;dndppers

/held in
Mamkganj

MANIKGANJ, May 12: Two
boys were caught during their
alleged bid to abduct a man at
gunpoint in Sadar thana here
today, reports UNB.

The arrested are Swapan, 13,
son of Slddigque and Nabin, 12,
son of Arshad All of Joyra area.

Local people caught them
red-handed while they were try-
ing to kidnap Sudhir, son of
Ranjit of Golra Charkhanda of
the thana, and handed them
over to the police.

They also recovered a re-
volver and a sharp knlife from
thelr possession.

ALCWC backs PM

Fron Page 1

It said the Prime Minister's
written invitation to the Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
for discussion on the issue is a

“rare gesture of political de-
cency. But the Opposition
leader failed to reciprocate, it
regretted.

As per constitutional provi-
sions and practice of parlia-
mentary democracy, the Presi-
dent has no scope to initiate di-
alogue on the appointment of

the meeting said.

“The President is to accept
the advice of the Prime Minis-
ter,” the ALCWC resolution
said, reminding the practice
during the tenure of former
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia.

The resolution blamed the
BNP-led opposition for its 'at-
tempts to fish in troubled wa-
ters' in the situation following
resignation of CEC Mohammad
Abu Hena '‘completely on health

ground'.
[t mught people’s support to
the PM’s political move for a

consensus candidate for the
post of CEC and thus uphold the
Constitution and democratic
values.

The resolution also alerted
the people against what it said
the Opposition’s.ill attempts to
destabilise the political situa-
tion with issues that does not
concern people’'s interest.

The meeting also called the
alliance of four opposition par-
ties a "unity of vote thieves, au-
tocrats and rajakars, which is a
threat to democracy and the
Constitution”.

The ALCWC meeting also
discussed the ruling party's
council and other organisa-
tional matters,

UNB adds The Special
Council Session of Awami
League will be held on June 3 at
Paltan Maidan in Dhaka, rul-
ing party sources said last
night.

A meeting of the special
council preparatory committee
will be held at the Awami
League central office at 7 pm to-
day to make the council a com-
plete success.

FFS_—_}aeople
ally 1in
Ctg today

CHITTAGONG, May 12: A
grand rally of freedom fighters
and people (Muktijoddha-
Janata) will be held at M A Aziz
stadium here tomorrow, reports
BSS.

Around ten thousand free-
dom fighters from 14 districts
of the division are expected to
attend the rally, said A B M
Mohiuddin Chowdhury, con-
venor of Divisional Committee
of Sammilita Muktijoddha
Front (SMF) and mayor of Chit-
tagong City Corporation.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to address
the rally as the chief guest.

Valiant freedom fighters of
the country including Dr S A
Malek, Amir Hossain Amu,
Tofail Ahmed, A S M Abdur
Rob, C R Dutta, Mahbubuddin
Bir Bikram, principal Ahad
Chowdhury, Col (Rtd) Shawkat
Ali, MP. Khondoker Asaduzza-
man, MP, and Sayed Hasan
Imawm are also expected to ad-
dress the rally, the city mayor
said.

Nasim

nals, Nasim said despite law
and order being under control
across the country, some inci-
dents in the capital panicked
the people.

"Remove the scare from pub-
lic mind becoming more active
and doing duties with more
competence and honesty.” he
said.

Meanwhile, officers-in-
charge of Tejgaon and Ramna
thanas have been posted out of
Dhaka. More reshuffles are ex-
pected in Dhaka Metropolitan

Police administration soon,
one police official, preferring
anonymity, said.

Moniruzzaman
made director
at OIC Sectt

By Diplomatic Correspondent
A HM Moniruzzaman
been made a director at the Jad.
dah-based Secretariat of the Oy.
ganisation of Islamic Confer.
ence (OIC), sources said.
Moniruzzaman s to joip
shortly as Director, Economje
Affairs at the Secretariat of the
54-member organisation. His
nomination by the governmeny
has already been accepted. He ig
currently the director general of
the International Organisa.

tions at the Ministry of Forejgy
Affairs.

The government las ap.
pointed Jahangir Sadat as the

new chief of protocol. Sadat re.
turned recently after complet.
ing his stint as the country’s
ambassador to Myanmar, Mgo.
hammad Ziauddin, his prede.-
cessor, left recently to become
the country’'s new envoy to
Italy

APAC to resist
CC mayor,
commissioners

CHITTAGONG, May 12: All
Party Action Council [APAC] at
a meeting here today decided to
resist the newly-elected mayor
and commissioners of Chit-
tagong City Corporation (CCC),
reports UNB.

"As the election was held
keeping the opposition parties
outside the race, the mayor and
commissioners can not be ac-
cepted,” the meetlnF said
terming the election as farcical

Held at Anasil Mansion at
Chatteswar road with city con-
venor of BNP Meer Mohammad
Nasiruddin in the chair, the
meeting was attended by Ja-
hangir Alam of Jatiya Party, -
Prof Ahsanullah and Afsarud-
din Chowdhury of Jamaat-e-
Islami.

[C faces
ere fund
CI1S1S

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, May 12: The
Khulna Medical College (KMC)
has been suffering severe fund
crisis and adminjstrative
problem.

Sources said the. college
principal’s "inefficiency and
negligence to take necessary
steps have all the more com-
pounded the problem.

Nine teachers of the college
have not been got their salaries
for last two months while in-
terns of the second batch are
performing their job without
getting honorarium for last five
months.

As a result, the academic and
administrative affairs of
Khulna Medical College Hospi-
tal are being hampered. Neither
the principal nor the superin-
tendent of the college could cite
any specific measures aimed to
resolve the problems.

However, the principal said
today that he hoped the prob-
lems will be sorted out soon. but

refused to be dragged on the is-
sue of fund crisis.

Anﬂpy continue to stay at Ctg
port for security reasons

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 12;
Army personnel redeployed al
Chittagong port eight months
ago continue to stay at port jetty
gates for security reasons, port
sources said,

About 200 army personnel
were r{*dt*plm;ml at the port on
September 5 last year to main-
tain tight security at the port.

The redeployment was made
17 days after army pullout from
the port, following appeals
from Chittagong Port Authority
and port users forum.

The forum had ﬂ])[pt_‘ﬂll-‘l] to
the Prime Minister for rede-
Eluwncnt of army against the

ackdrop of incidents of pilfer-
age, looting ol lmrnrtvd goods
and illegal toll collection inside
port area,

LW

tarlier, army personnel
were deployed at the port on
September 17, 1998, after the
flood that year to supervise the
unloading of food from the
ships. There was reinforceiment
in July last year for security
reasons and army was pulled
out of the port on August 19 last
Year.

At that time, withdrawal of
army from the port was opposed
by port users and Chittagong

Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry.
Besides, Chittagong Port Au-

thority also requested the gov-
ernment to Kkeep army person-
nel at the port to ensure security
atl the jetty gates, port sources
sald.
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