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Opposition Must Sit for
Talks, PM Must Not Rush

| ONCE again the Prime Minister has written to
the Leader of the Opposition and once again we
State that she has done the right thing. The op-
position cannot have it both ways. On the one hand
they will accuse the ruling party of trying to ap-
point the Chief Election Commissioner without
consulting them and on the other hand they will
refuse to participate in the discussions to find a
common choice for that crucial post. We cannot
find any justification for the opposition's refusal
to talk to the ruling party on this issue, except the
personal equation of the two top leaders. But
shouldn't the affairs of the state and of democracy
be justification enough to persuade leaders to rise
above their personal considerations? We can un-
derstand that Khaleda Zia may harbour very deep
wounds for the insulting — even vulgar — things
that Sheikh Hasina said about her in the recent
ast. But public interest must come above personal
eelings, and the public wants both sides to talk to
each other and mutually select the next CEC. If
Khaleda Zia is unable to rise above her personal
feelings at this crucial stage of our national poli-
tics then it will stand out as a crucial failure on her
art.

g There is another vital reason why the opposi-
tion, especially the BNP, must come to the talks. It
is they who have created this crisis. It was in re-

e Therefore they, the opposition, are morally obliged
i to do their bit, if not more, to solve the problem.
M But instead they are refusing to live up to the min-
11 imum demand of democracy, which is talk to their
i opponents. We must warn the BNP that it will lose
it out on the public opinion contest on this score.
a People want a consensus CEC and for that both
r sides must talk to each other. As it now stands, AL
1 wants to talk and the opposition does not. Which
% side the public will side with is obvious.
' As for. the other side, our earnest suggestion to
: the PM is that she should not rush with the nomi-
4 nation of a CEC. While we insist that the opposi-
= | tion must cease its stand-off, we equally insist that
' 3 the ruling party must not act unilaterally. The
| Foodwﬂl and public support that lies behind her of-
} ers of talks will turn against her if it is perceived
( that she did not give sufficient time to the very pro-
1 cess that she started. While we should not allow the

cpposition to waste time, at the same time we can-
not permit the ruling party to unnecessarily hurry
the process. We repeat THERE IS NO NEED TO
| RUSH. A lot will depend on WHO the next CEC is,
o | but equally, a lot will depend on HOW that person
I is chosen.

Swindler of Kotchandpur

i OTCHANDPUR, an otherwise sleepy village,
Khas now become tense as armed gangsters are
,f moving around freely to protect their mentor
| of a fraud Faruk Ahmed Kajol. The 'hundi' (hand
note) business that Kajol launched in the area at-
tracted a large clientele falling for gjhe lucre like
the burning candle drawing insects to'their fiery
death. The illegal business flourished under the
nose of the local authority who from the sideline
were watching people headed for ruination. The
high rate of interest offered by the 'syndicate bank'
was never questioned by any authority nor was
any investigation launched by a competent body
from the capital city despite numerous reports ap-
pearing in the national dailies on the going on. The
business prospered as the locals invested in good
faith. According to reports, more than & hundred
| crore taka were pooled until finally the bank burst.
It is rather intriguing that with muscle and
money power and an almost unchallenged capacity
, to travel across the border Kajol still did not leave
i the country in the face of an impending official ac-
tion against him. It is also interesting how in the
name of a government registered cooperative soci-
ety he could carry out such illegal operations. The
Daily Star report on the subject quoted an influen-
tial leader of ruling party student organisation as
saying that almost 99 per cent of the local people
put up their money in the cooperative society but
they are all broke now because the bubble has
burst. Local people allege involvement of local of-
ficials, police and gangleaders in the clandestine
operation.
Now that Kajol has been taken into custody, ev-
ery effort should be made by the local administra-
tion to realise every paisa he has swindled from
innocent people of Kotchandpur. Legal action
P 1 against him should not be delayed in the humdrum
of 'protective custody’. A thorough investigation
should also be conducted into the area of 'invest-
ments' by Kajol that very nearly brought him Alad-
in's lamp.

Congratulations to ETV!

ELECAST of Ekushey Television, the first-ever
T private television channel

e e s . . o S . W

e e — — -

e

of its kind in

A Bangladesh, was formally inaugurated by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Wednesday. ETV

i enjoys the privilege of being the first terrestrial

satellite television in the South Asian region. The
entire initiative has certainly been a boost for elec-
tronic journalism in the country in this fast-mov-
ing, technology-driven world where electronic me-
dia Is being digitised from the existing analogue
system. The growing popularity of IT-based media
raises the level of expectations about it.

People's expectations will be high, especially
when private channels in countries have fared
well in the recovery of the audience. Although
Bangladesh Television can be applauded for its ini-
tiatives for information dissemination regarding
some development and social issues, for example
highlighting the needs for children's education, use
of birth control, and immunisation ete. including
sensitisation programme about domestic violence,
malnutrition and the like, it leaves much to be de-
sired, especially in terms of entertainment creativ-
ity. Given the fact that free media is a precondition
for democratic success as the prime minister has
mentioned in her speech as well, we are looking
ié}{$ard to a truly professional performance by

The media’s role Is to provide accurate, bal-
anced, fair and timely information and analyses
to the viewers. We hope the ETV will live up to the
expectations of the people and serve as a vibrant
medium of news, views and documentaries. It
should be able to fill in the void felt in terms of ob-
Jectivity in reporting, and it must ensure fair
treatment while giving coverage to both the rulin

and the opposition political partles. We wish ETV
all success.
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sponse to their demand that the CEC resigned. |
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HEN the Nasda

q
| Wcrashcd In mid-April in
the U.S., thanks largely

to overheated Information
technology (IT) stocks losing
value, the Mumbal stockmar-
ket's 30:scrip sensitive Index
(Sensex) also nosedived. Rather
than cause dismay and worry,
this led many commentators in
India to gleefully rrnnnuncc
that globalisation has finally
become a reality, with India
joining the club of the finan-
clally globalised nations as a
fully-paid member thanks to its
spectacular IT success, India,
they declared, has arrived as an
IT superpower in which every-
body and their uncle are dot-
comming. India’s entire future
lies In IT. The mouse will chart
out India’s shortcut to develop-
ment and progress. We need not
worry about giving the masses
food security or basic literacy.
We need not painstakingly
build the infrastructure as all
other nations have done. IT Is
India’'s unique fast track or
shortcut to glory. Nothing

qualifies India as an IT super-

power—no more than winning a
few tacky Miss World crowns
warrants the title beauty super-
power, with India’'s appalling
indices of maternal and female
health. India {s and will proba-
bly remain a modest global I'T
power. ‘

[t is unlikely to transform
Indian society unless attention
is paid to the core issues of lit-
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WO cases — one criminal
and one civil — have lately
become the subject of

heated discussion among the
public in Britain. The first case
involved a teenager burglar who
was shot dead by a farmer Tony
Martin and the second case was
related to a libel action brought
by a historian David Irving
against publisher of Penguin
Books. Tony Martin was jailed
for life and David Irving lost
the libel case against the
publisher. These two cases have
aroused deep passions as they
seem to have touched raw
nerves in some segments of the
British community.

Tony Martin’s Case

An aged farmer Tony Martin
had been living alone in his
farm-house in Norfolk and a
teenage (16) burglar intruded
his house at night. He shot him
dead. The farmer was charged
with murder and was found
guilty. He faced a mandatory
sentence for life for murder of a
teenager.

The gquestions that agitated
the minds are: Do all murders
weigh the same in the scale of
htvman wickedness?> What type
of action one can take as self-

OPINION

unique and unprecedented

experience on my part as I
lost my entity in the midst of a
vast sea of humanity of some
two million pilgrims who had
athered at Makkah from dif-
erent parts of the world to per-
form this year's Haj. They were
from Asia, Africa, Europe and
America — black, brown, white
and dark. There was no distinc-
tion between one and the other,
as if all of them belonged to 'one
world', no 'first world', 'second
world', or 'third world." Such a
global gathering was a class by
itself.

Millions of words have been
written on Haj in its historical
perspective and spiritual val-
ues. So I am not going into de-
tails of that. In short, Haj is an
annual pilgrimage to Makkah
in commemoration of the spirit
of sacrifice that Prophet Abra-
ham had shown to fulfil the
wishes of Allah — to sacrifice
his dearest one, the only son-
Ismail, which was later given a
concrete shape by Prophet Mo-
hammad (PBUH) to make it an
annual feature in the life of
those Muslims who are finan-
clally and physically able to
perform {t. Haj now stands as
an institution — one of the five
pillars of Islam.

Haj has its certain formali-
ties and rituals set by our Holy
Prophet when he performed his
last pilgrimage in the Islamic
month of Zil-Haj, from 8th to
13th. Coming from Madinah,

IT was a strange feeling, a

he stayed in Makkah first four.
days, performing Umra (a com-
binations of circling the Kaba
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India needs to develop low-cost IT access
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Th I'T Bubble is Bound to Burst '

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

by replacing costly PCs with cheap network computers,

and promote Indian-language interfaces and low-cost Internet-based educational material that

ordinary schools can afford. But for this, the focus must turn from

ensive technologies to low-

cost ones, from ‘Hitec Cities’ to village schools (many of them without blackboards), i.e. to

promoting literacy, bas

——

eracy, education, health and
employment, as well as agricul-
ture and industry. The current
IT hype is a hot air balloon
driven up by reckless specula-
tion, in which price-earning

ratios of 300 (against an aver-

age of under 30) are considered
natural for IT companies, and
thelr market capitalisation can
be higher than that of estab-
lished blue-chip brick-and-
mortar companies which have
20 times their turnover and
profits.

This Is not to deny that In-
dia’s IT has burgeoned at a rate
five times higher than the coun-
try’s industrial growth as a
whole In recent years. Software
exports have zoomed from 8150
million in 1990 to 84 billion.
Computers are making Inroads
into small cities. The number of
Internet connections has rock-
eted from under 100,000 four
years ago to about 800,000 to-
(lay. The hardware market has
crossed the one-million-PCs-a-
vear mark. There is some real
IT entrepreneurship too. Most

important, computer-based
services are providing mobility
to some young people from un-
derfrlvlleged ackgrounds.

lowever, despite all this, the
turnover of the domestic IT in-
dustry iIs less than one per cent
of India’s gross domestic prod-
uct (compared to, say, eight per
cent in the U.S.). That Is not all:
Indian software exports are just
about 1/70th or less than 1.5
per cent of the world software
market. India's share Is grow-
ing slowly in a sector which has
recorded 15 per cent-plus
growth worldwide,

Indla has just been ranked
54th of 55 countries In an IT

survey by International Data
Corporation-World Times. Its
score Is B71, compared to Chi-
nas 915 or the U.S." 5,041. (The
highest Is Sweden's 5,062, the
lowest Pakistan's 719.) The
enetration of Indian house-
10lds by PCs is under one-fifth
the world average. Today, it
stands at three machines per
1,000 people.

When it comes to Internet

ic healthcare, food security, shelter and education.

access, India firmly remains a
backwater -- 0.1 per cent house-
hold penetration, or the same
as sub-Saharan Africa's, as
compared to Taiwan's 14 per
cent. A computer costs the
equivalent of the average Indi-
an's income for two years, but
only a month's American
salary. More than 90 per cent of
India’s IT transactions are In
English, which Is spoken by
five per cent of the population.
This IT penetration Is ex-
tremely uneven, more than two-
thirds in western and southern
India, mainly in the big cities,
with the Hindi belt hugely lag-
ging behind and with a high

Eendcr bias. Hyderabad has
een hyped up as Cyberabad.
But its software exports account
for just nine per cent of the na-
tional total and are a mere one-
third of such exports from
Chennal and less than one-sev-
enth of the volume exported
from Bangalore or Mumbal.
This too is typical of the hype.
India’s status as # minor In-
ternet playver Is unlikely to

change unless the income of the
bottom two-thirds of the popu-

‘Jation Increases substantially

and the infrastructure develops.
The upper limit on the number
of Internet users will be set by
the infrastructure. The number
of telephone lines in India is 30
million, a drop in the ocean,
Even if everyone who has a
phone gets a computer, India
will lag way behind most devel-
oping countries. Further, Indi-
a s software exports are primar-
ily in the low-end segment.
‘Body shopping’ accounts for
about half such exports, a ratio
that has not changed much over
two decades. What is growing
rapidly now is data entry, med-
ical transcription, airlines
ticketing and call centres. This
segment lacks strong links with
the upper end of the market. It
is part of a global division of
labour based on low-paid work
in the periphery and value-
added work at the centre.

Leading IT researchers, who
met at an International confer-
ence on  high-performance

A Tale of Two Cases in Britain

by Harun ur Rashid

defence?
There is a view that Tony
Martin had not committed

murder but manslaughter, a
lesser offence. Some go to the
extent that he acted in self-de-
fence and should not have been
charged with any crime at all.
They take the view that punish-
ing Tony in this way is an out-
rage. Some has pointed out if it
had occurred in Germany and
the US, Tony Martin would not
have gone to jail as his action
would have been treated as a le-
gitimate self-defence in the cir-
cuinstances.

The plea of self-defence in
criminal law is a tricky one
unless there is a clear stipula-
tion in law as to what type of ac-
tion would constitute self-de-
fence. The yardstick in most le-
gal regime of self-defence is rea-
sonableness. That is whether it
was reasonable for Tony Mar-
tin or any person in that cir-
cumstance to shoot the teenager
burglar. This involves both sub-
jective and objective test. Tony
Martin would be required to
demonstrate a subjective fear of
his life so as to support his ac-
tion of shooting and objective
facts, such as teenager's agtions

- who was defending hi. |
or words which would support | against'burglars. That means -

his claim of self-defence.
Another issue is that Tony
Martin got the life sentence be-
cause the judge had no option
but to impose it. In Britain
since the abolition of capital
punishment life sentence has
been mandatory for murder. By
lumping together all murders, it
appears to reduce recognition of
what is truly heinous and what
is not, such as, a desperate act of
self-defence. Had it not been a
mandatory sentence the judge
would have used his judicial
discretion in sentencing Tony

Martin. There appears to be a
demand that the power of a
judge should be restored so as to
consider all the circumstances
while sentencing the convicted
person.

The Conservative leader of
the opposition William Hague

jumped in the debate and
pledged to change the law in

. Britain to give greater protec-

tion to people who defend their
homes against intruders. He
said that a Tory Government
would introduce into the law a

‘strong presumption’ in favour .

of people such as Tony Martin
his home

-

that under the changed law,
Tony Martin could bé acquitted
or at worst would be tried for
manslaughter.

David Irving's Case

David Irving is a British his-
torian who has written books
challenging the death of Jews
by gas chamber during the Nazi
regime, although he does not
deny death of Jews by other
means. He has been delivering
lectures on this subject for some
time. He claims to have his
books on bookshops world
wide. He also claims to be the

first person to penetrate on a -

hand-written document of 600
[)a%fs in German language that
1e had read it twice to arrive at
the conclusion of denial of the
death of Jews by gas.

The question that arises is:
[s Irving exercising his freedom
of expression ? Does the free-
dom of expression include dis-
torting history? Many consider
him not a ‘historian’ but an
anti-semitic and an associate of
neo-Nazis. He has been barred
from entering Canada and Aus-
tralia.

A

lady American author

.Deborah Lipstadt wrote a book

published by Penguin asserting

i
-

that Irving was a holocaust de-
nier and his ‘revisionist” ac-
count of what happened to the
Jews of Europe between 1942
and 1944 was a deliberate, ideo-
logically driven falsification of
the record. Irving lodged a libel
case aFainst her and the pub-
lisher for aggravated damages.

The English law of libel
favours the plaintiff, not the de-
fendant. In this regard it is un-
like English criminal law. The
plaintiff (David Irving in the
instant case) in a libel case does
not have to prove that the re-
marks alleged to be defamatory
are untruthful, for the law gen-
erously makes the presump-
tion. It is for the defence to jus-
tify itself by proving the alleged
defamatory statement to be
‘substantially’ true.

Justice Charles Gray of the
Royal Court of Justice at Strand
in London heard the case last
month. Irving conducted his
case in court unaided as a
‘litigant in person’. It was re-
ported that he was a person of
great. mental and physical en-
ergy. gifted with a retentive
memory. He was often found to
be good to scare away a crowd o
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Haj : Some Reflections

by AMM Shahabuddin

for seven times and the running
between the two mountains —
Safa and Marwa seven times, as
was done by Bibi Hazera,
mother of Ismail, while in ex-
ile, in search of drinking water
which was ultimately provided
by God by creating an eternal
spring, now known as Zam
Zam, which has been accepted
through laboratory tests as the
purest mineral water in the
world. The Prophet then visited,
one by one, Mina, Arafat and
Muzdalifa, to perform other
rituals to complete the Haj. At
Arafat, the Prophet delivered
from a near-by mountain-peak
to one lakh Muslim pilgrims
his historic sermon, known as
his "Farewell Pilgrimage Ad-

dress". It is considered as a his-
torical document, establishing
principles which were un-
known in those days, for peace
between different religions and
people, different tribes and na-
tions. The custom of 'blood for
blood' or taking revenge was

banned, distinction between
black and white and Arab and
non-Arab was abolished, and
equal human rights of men and
women were defined saying that
a wife has got the same rights

on her husband just as the hus-
band has on her.

Submission to
Will of Lord

The process of pilgrimage or
'Haj’ begins with lﬁt: putting on
by the pilgrim two pleces of un-
stitched white cloth, one ta
cover the lower and the other to
cover the upper part of the body.

But no cap or head-cover is used
by the pilgrim during the Haj
period, why such a simple but
strange dress for all pilgrims?
That's the summum bonum of
the whole philosophy of Haj. It
is an essential part of the spiri-
tual purification of body and
mind of the pilgrim. It makes
all of them equal before Allah,
when they chant in chorus after
reaching Kaba or even at the
very sight of the Kaba from a
distance, "l am here, oh Lord, I
am here." It's significant on the
part of the pilgrim to put on this
simple dress, killing his e}% -
ism, by discarding all earthly
pleasures that money can buy.
It gives a sense of dedication
and submission to the will of
God.

[slam stands out with all its
clear manifestations, through
the institution of 'Haj'. with the
largest and widest possible
global assembly. They sleep or
pray, all together under tents
provided at Mina and Arafat by
the Saudi Government but
without any such tents at Muz-
dalifa, as part of the rituals. In
this context, however, the
tremendous developments
made and facilities provided by
the government to lessen the
hardships and difficulties of
the pilgrims must be appreci-
ated.

This year, the number of pil-
grims from Bangladesh was less
than 70 thousand, although
their population-wise quota
was much higher. Accordingly,
Bangladesh could send over one

lakh pilgrims. Perhaps, foreign
exchange restraint compelled
government to control the
number. Hope the number will
be gradually increased with bet-
ter financial performance in
years to come. The largest num-
ber of pilgrims came from In-
donesia and they seemed to be
the most disciplined of all. Pil-
grims of other countries, like
Iran, Pakistan, Malaysia and
India were all well over one
lakh each.

Some 'Side-strokes'

Accommodation Problem:
Now I come to some ‘anecdotes’
or, I better call them 'Side-
strokes'. The first thing is the
Bangladeshi Hajis, particularly
the so-called 'ballottee-Hajis'
themselves whose entire re-
sponsibility was supposed to be
carried out by the government,
including their food and ac-
commodation for which a
‘package deal' was made, cover-
ing all relevant expenditures.
And the first thing these 'ballot-
tee Hajis' had to face was their
accommodation problem. On
their arrival at Makkah, they
were simply shocked to find
that their accommodation has
been reserved by the
Bangladesh officials some three
miles away from 'Haram Shar-
iff or Kaba. Unfortunately, it
didn’t occur to the officials con-
cerned that how difficult it
would be for the pilgrims, par-
ticularly the aged ones (and
from Bangladesh, most are
aged), to come to Kaba and go

English medium
education

Sir, | am an A-level student
teaching a couple of young stu-
dents of renowned English-
medium schools. What came to
me as a shock Is the present
pathetic educational conditions
of the schools, which are all go-
ing by their 'masterly’ names,
Maybe the authority has In-
structed, or the teachers them-
selves have come up with the
'hobby' of constantly taking ex-
ams, without even bothering to
explain the particular topic!
Due to the occurrence ol too
many exams per week, the help-
less parents of these poor stu-
dents are running after private
tutors.

[t is not that the students are
learning a lot and getting good
marks due to such pressure, but
they are learning one thing for
sure: How to memorise without
understanding. Is this why the
children are admitted to such
nstitutions?

In this regard | would like (o

make a few suggestions. which I

think every school should con-

sider for the betterment of the
teaching system:

1) After Introducing a new
chapter of a subject, it should be
explained thoroughly and the
exercises should be done and
checked. Exams should be
taken only after all these are
done,

2) Mistakes made in the ex-
ams should be corrected in the
class so that the students pro-
ceed with a clear concept,

3) Exam syllabus should de-
pend on completion of the
lessons In the class, Incomplete
and undone lessnus_ﬁ]mul:‘ not
be included,

4) Books introduced In a
class should be suitable for that
standard. (It was most surpris-

ing to find class v and class VII
books alike In two different
schools)

5) Continuous change ol
teachers worsens the situation
and it should be avoided, Chil-
dren find it difficult to adapt to

new conditions,

Naushad
Siddheshwari, Dhaka

Remove steel made
garbage

containers

Sir, Over last three years,
DCC has put many steel-made
Fﬂrbage containers on the pub-
ic roads and streets in Dhaka
haphazardly creating environ-
mental and traffic problems.

Most of the members of the
public do not like to use the
steel made garbage container
because of wrong placement on
the public roads and streets.
They face difficulties in throws-

ing garbage into the big size
steel container and most of the
time the container and its sur-
rounding area remain dirty,
stinking, unclean and polluted.

We would request the DCC to
remove the steel made garbage
containers as those are very dif-
flcult to use and expensive to
maintain., We would also re-
quest the DCC to replace those

{

containers with concrete build
Farbage container or dusthbhin
or the sake of the members of

the public and cleanliness of
Dhaka City.

A citizen
Dhaka

Embarrassed!

Sir, In the recent past two
benches of our honourable
judges of the High Court felt
embarrassed in the process of
hearing the Bangabandhu mur-
der case, Lately, the OC of
Dhanmondi felt embarrassed to
take up the case of a forceful oc-
cupation of a bullding at Lake
Circus, Kalabagan. Now the
Ramna Thana Is in dilemma
(embarrassed?) to act on a case
lodged by a Supreme Court

lawyer against five ministers.
ith all these embarrass-

ments in place, is there any
more declaration of 'embar-

rassment' in the offing? Hope
not,

Syed Waliullah
Dhaka

back to their place of residence
three miles away, three to four
times a day, to offer their daily
prayers. (They should have re-
membered that it was not
Dhaka where cheap rickshaws
are available to cover such dis-
tance). So there was sponta-
neous demonstration by the
first batch of Hajis on their ar-
rival against such 'misman-
agement'. Perhaps Bangladeshi
pilgrims were the first and the
last to hold such demonstration
on accommodation problem.
Because pilgrims from other
countries, including Indonesia,
Malaysia, Iran, and Pakistan,
were occupying big buildings at
the nearest point possible from
the 'Haram Sharif. If they could
manage it, why not we?

It was a good gesture on the
part of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. who also performed
Haj this year, to visit some of
the 'Haji tents' at Mina and ad-
dress some Hajis in one of these
tents. She assured them, inter
alia, that better arrangements
would be made in future to
minimise the difficulties of the
pilgrims. Let us hope for the
best.

Bangladeshi Sweepers: A
very painful scene was the large
number, perhaps over a thou-
sand, of Bangladeshi youths,
many of them seemed to belong
to the middle-class, working as
'street cleaners' (what we call
'sweepers' at home) at Makkah
and Madinah. | don't know how
other Bangladeshi pilgrims felt
it, it was shocking to me. The
poor chaps must have spent
over one lakh taka each at least
to reach their 'dreamland’ for
better prospects. But, unfortu-
nately, they have been literally
'ditched’ and were forced by odd
circumstances to accept the
much despised job in our coun-
try on a paltry salary of 250 to
300 Saudi Rials (Taka 3,500 to
4,200) only, just for their sur-
vival and sustenance. Some
perhaps would enjoy 'vicarious
pleasure’ saying that so many
unemployed youths have got
their jobs. What a tragedy! Who-.
ever might have been responsi-
ble for putting these chaps in
such a tragic sitnation. must
have got richer many times at
their cost, It is more tragic
simply because none from any
ol the poorest countries could be
seen there on ‘street-cleaning'
job. Perhaps, it has already
been ‘monopolised’ by our
youths! They had already bumt
their boats. But how low we
should go to further tarnish our
image?

Bangladeshi Beggars: An-
other shameful sight was regu-
lar begging by some
Bangladeshi young men, most
of them with maimed or muti-
lated hands, within the
precincts of Masjid-e-Nabavi at
Madinah during each prayer
time, As begging {s banned in
Saudi Arabla, they move very
cautiously casting 'searching
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computer research and
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results way back in the ‘60s annd
then again in the "70s and ‘8¢

But it stopped there,” mm&g

Arora, director of Puné-baged
Centre for Development of Aq.
vanced Computing, |

None of these d[ﬂ]cumu'!.
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fund, or by the government’'s
solve to take all measures
replicate a Silicon Valley

low-cost IT access by
costly PCs with chcapt;it

to
India. India needs to um& :

computers. and promote .

dlan-lan%uagc interfaces and
low-cost Internet-based edy

tional material that ordinary
schools can afford. But for this,
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the focus must turn expensive

technologies to low-cost

schools (many of them withgy
blackboards), 1.e. to promoting
literacy, basic healthcare,

security, shelter and educatjoy

Ultimately, IT can at best
the old brick-and-mortar econ.
omy by cutling costs. It canpg
replace it. There are no techpg.
logical shortcuts to develop
ment. Aud certainly none (h

help

bypasses a majority of the peg.

le. : :
p — India Abroad News Service

outside the Court. He argued
that Lipstadt's accusation had
been made atthe urging of pow-
erful and Jewish individuals
and institutions that were seek.
ing to destroy Irving's reputa-
tion as a historian. On the other
side Richard Rampton Q.C. ap-
peared and produced expert
witnesses to prove that Irving
was distorting history for his
ldealo&lcal beliefs.

Judge Gray dismissed the li-
bel case and awarded the cost to
Irving. He has upheld the accu-
sation against Irving who has
lodged an appeal against the
judgment.

This case ostensibly dealt
with episodes of human de-
pravity and suffering of an
unimaginable kind and on an
unimaginable scale. Irving was
offering ‘real history’ to the
world and when Irving goes
around srreading such views
individual Jews naturally feel
threatened. But he defends him-
self as a historian who tells the
‘truth’. The libel case attracted
the attention of many coun-
tries, such as the US, Canada.
Gernmnany , Israel and Australia

The author, a barrister, is
Jormer Bangladesh Ambas-
sador to the UN, Geneva. "
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looks' around to spot whether
any Saudi police is watchin

them. Once they get the 'smell
they just disappear from that
place. Of course, there are beg-
gars from other countries,
mainly from Africa, Pakistan
and India. But perhaps they
don't move in such an organised
way. Perhaps these Bangladeshi
boys were doing the 'job’ under
the 'guidance’ of some distant
mastermind, as they do ram-
pantly in our poor country. Is
there nobody to pull them up
and out of that holy place, at
least for the sake of the prestige
of our nation? We shouldn't for-
get that Islam has always dis-
couraged begging.

Pakistanis M /Biman
Jeddah office? Strangest of the
strange 'gossip' you hear when
you go abroad. There was a
stmng rumour (hope this
should end in rumour) that Bi-
man office in Jeddah was being
manned' by some PIA officials,
appointed by the 'authorities
concerned.” A real bomb-shell!
Isn’'t it? Why? Because corrup-
tion was allegedly rampant at
Biman office in Makkah and
Jeddah during Haj while pro-
viding 'extra’ services by the
Biman officials to the pilgrims
required a ‘handful' hand-
shake! (I was told that a change
of departure date backward or
forward cost some 300 to 500
Saudi Rials.) to put an end to
this 'nasty’ job, enter in Biman
office some Pakistani officlals.
as if they have already success-
fully cleaned their own house!

But facts are sometimes
stranger than fiction. When we
reached Jeddah from Madinah
to avail ourselves of the sched-
uled Biman flight on the night
of 10 April for Dhaka, we were &
bit puzzled. You are to see it to
believe it. as they say. What was
until now unbelievable, seem (o
be appearing otherwise. After
completing all immigration
and certain formalities, we
were waiting at the departure
lounge for the call for boarding
the plane which was due to take
off at 11.20 pm. But as there was
less than half~an-hour left and
there was no call, our group
leader approached the Bangalee
officer to know the
looked at the official sitting by
his side, and that gentleman
spoke in clear Urdu that it
would be announced very Sooll.
Then the announcement for
proceeding towards the aircraft
came and the Urdu-speak
gentleman got-up and sai
‘there it comes’, 'get ready for
boarding'.

Mystery still shrouds ... It
would be helpful if the 'authori-
ties concerned' come out with a
contradiction that the whole
thing is nothing but ‘rumour’

and 'imaginary’. Such an ex-

planation would perhaps put
the Biman records straight.

The writer is a retired UN of
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