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Spurs won't
sell Ginola

LONDON, May 11: Totten-
ham Motspur director of foot-
ball David Pleat on Wednesday
insisted that French winger
pavid Ginola would not be sold
following his bust-up with the
club after being dropped for the
clash against Manchester
United, reports AFP.

White Hart Lane boss George
Graham wnnteii to giﬂr:!:;’il;?:

ungsters a -

gp;ﬁ:{?mtfd. a decision that
clearly upset Ginola.

cSpﬁurﬁsslstant manager
Stewart Houston broke the
news to Ginola with Graham
still away from the club suffer-
ing from arthritis.

pleat sald: We have no in-
tention of selling David and 1
have no knowledge of any offers
for him.

“Ginola is a great talent and
a difficult one for any manager
to have among his flock.

"He Is marvellous in posses-
sion, has bewitching skills, and
the class to rise above medi-
ocrity. But if we had two or
three better plavers his bril-
liance wouldn't be so shining.

"When possession changes
hands he is a problem to any
manager. He is not naturally a
player to get into positions
when a team defends. He is a
fine player. an existing Spurs
player and the manager has to
use him when and where he sees

"Against United the manager
wanfed to give his younger
players a taste of the big time
and I thought it was a very good
decision.”

Chelsea deny
b/

Fenerbahce’s
L L
interest in Zola

LONDON, May 11: Premier-
ship club Chelsea on Wednesday
insisted they have received no
approaches to buy I[talian
striker Gianfranco Zola follow-

ing reports in Turkey that the
striker has agreed to join

Fenerbahce next season, re-
ports AFP.

Turkish sports newspaper
Fotomac had reported that Zola
would announce he was leavin
Stamford Bridge after the F
Cup final on May 20 as long as
he could first convince Chelsea
to release him from his con-
tract.

But Chelsea managing direc-
tor Colin Hutchinson said: "We
have received no approaches
whatsoever from any club in
Turkey, or any club anywhere
else, for Gianfranco Zola."
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Anna Kournikova executing a backhand during her German Open fixture against Spain’s
Gala Leon Garcia at Berlin on May 10. '

Kournikova takes a tumble

BERLIN, May 11:
Tennis glamour
ir] Anna Kourni-

ova literally tu-
mbled out of the
1.08 million dol-
lar German Open on Wednesda
when she was beaten 6-4, 4-6, b-
4 by Spain's Gala Leon Garcla,
reports AFP.

The seventh-seeded Russian
fell near the baseline to give the
Spaniard her third match
point, and although
Kournikova continued after
treatment Leon Garcia claimed
victory as Kournikova buried
the ball in the net.

Kournikova was clearly f::llf-
fering long before her fall. She
showed signs of tiring early in
the third set. bending over and
holding her hip, and at 4-5 alter
saving one match point she re-
ceived treatment to her leit
arni,

She then had her left ankle
strapped after the match and
left the court crying.

The two-hour-29-minute
battle had remained finely bal-
anced from beginning to end,
with Kournikova showing
flashes of the skills that have
taken her to the top 10 but fail-

ing to put her game together for
any length of time.

Leon Garcia was persistent
rather than inspired, but she
mixed her game up well to keep
Kournikova guessing.

Leon Garcia was not con-
vinced that Kournikova was as
injured as she claimed, and ac-
cused her of trying to break her
concentration at such a critical
stage of the match.

| think she was trying to
break my concentration be-
cause she was very tired and
maybe had some little cramps,
and it was a very important
point of the match,” said Leon
Garcia, who fought back from 2-
4 in the final set.

“Then she played very good
the next (last) point. She ran
and she hit the ball.”

It was later announced
Kournikova had received
treatment for cramp in her arm
after the first match point.

Kournikova's antics only
served to draw the crowd fur-
ther towards her opponent.
They had earlier begun to side
with the Spaniard and they
ended by whistling and slow-
handclapping Kournikova.
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"At the beginning they sup-
ported the player who hit a good
shot," she said, "but after the
people came (began) to su]ilpnrt
me E{-causc I'm a small girl and
a fighting girl, and | think I'm a
vf:?r good player on clay court,
no?"

Kournikova was then
deemed too Injured to attend a
press conference, and was car-
ried from the grounds in the
arms of a member of her en-
tourage, which includes ice
hockey player Sergei Federov.

Sixth seed Arantxa Sanchez-
Vicario also became a second
round victim, losing 6-4, 5-7, 6-
2 to Elena Dementieva. The 18-
year-old Russian, who recently
reached the semi-finals at In-
dian Wells, took advantage of a
listless opponent, attacked well
with a big forehand and refused
to be shaken off in the rallies.

In other action, 13th seed
Ruxandra Dragomir of Roma-
nia was beaten 6-7, 6-3, 6-4 by
Czech Denisa Chladkova, and
14th seeded Sabine Appelmans
of Belgium lost 6-3, 6-1 to
563rd-ranked German qualifier
Bianka Lamade.

Two French seeds were
beaten. Second seed Nathalie
Tauziat, who prefers faster sur-
faces than clay,
whelmed 6-2, 6-O by South
Africa's Joanette Kruger, and
ninth seed Amelie Mauresmo,
who is suffering from a cold,
ps g o AE 8 A
23 ShArez of Argent
;l uf% tHE] e’-’{ﬂ'b’fbg\':fqt" 1Y Yor
fifth “séded Sandrine Téstud,
eighth seed Anke Huber, 10th
seed Amanda Coetzer, 12th seed
Silvija Talaja and 15th seeded
Chanda Rubin.

a
Gosper’s action
decried

SYDNEY, May 11: Aus-
tralian Oly-mpic Committee
president John Coates said
Thu-rsday that allowing an-
other Australian official’'s
daughter to take centre stage in
next week's torch lighting cer-
emony in Greece sent out the
wrong message, reports AFP.

International Olympic
Committee vice-president Ke-
van Gosper's 11-year-old daugh-
ter Sophie was the first Aus-
tralian to receive the Olympic
flame in Olympia.

Coates said the Sydney girl
originally selected as first torch
bearer, Yianna Souleles, 15,
was meant to lead the way to
symbolise the links between
Greece and Australia.

"“That's why she was se-
lected.” Coates told ABC radio.

He agreed the ceremony was
widely seen as Olympic symbol-
ism at its finest, a point he said
the Hellenic Olympic Commit-
tee had failed to recognise.

“It's a pity that, you know,
(the Hellenic committee) didn’t
understand that," Coates said.

The Hellenic committee has
denied it invited Sophie because
of her family links, Instead ar-
guing the choice was made be-
cause of her typical Australian
lifestyle,

Coates admitted the incident
could be interpreted as another
example of favours for the [OC,

‘I think it's fair to interpret
it that way,"” he said.

Asked if Gosper would be
wounded, he said: "l don't know
about that.”

Sandy Hollway, chief execu-
tive of the Sydney Organising
Committee for the Olympic
Games (SOCOG), said he tried to
stop Gosper's daughter being the
first Australian torch bearer.

'l spoke to him several times
and he did feel this dilemma,"
he told ABC radio from Greece.

‘If It had been up to us no
doubt we would have made the
swap."

Gosper Is already under in-
vestigation by the 10C ethies
commission over accepting ex-
cessive hospitality during Salt
Lake City's successful 2002 Win-
ter Olymples bid.

He denied having anything
to do with the decision to make
his daughter the first Aus.
trallan torch bearer in the
Olympic relay.

Yianna had travelled with
her schoolmates from Sydney
to participate In the ancient sa-
cred ceremony to light the
flamne on the first day of Iits
journey to Sydney.

The decision drew heavy
criticism from politicians,
Greek-Australlans and the
sports community, who saw f{t
as another example of Olympie
insensitivity.
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Sport

was over-*

British clubs
concerned at

soaring bills

LONDON, May 10 (AP): Some
Premier League soccer clubs
could face financial ruln if they
continue to pay huge salaries to
their players, according to a fi-
nanclal survey released Tues-
day.
The total wage bill for the 20
Premlier League clubs increased
by 31 per cent to just over 607 .4
million US dollars In the 1998
99 season, said the report by ac-
countants Deloitte and Touche.

Salary costs accounted for
more than 59 per cent of the
clubs’ Income as the growth In
salaries outstripped the 18 per
cent rise in the league's com-
bined turnover which totaled
1.025 million US dollars.

Only two clubs had a
wages/turnover ratio below 50
per cent, which the report cited
as the benchmark for being sus-
tainably healthy. Manchester
United had the best ratio, with
wages maklnﬁ up 33 per cent of
turnover, while Aston Villa was
at 48 per cenl.

Manchester United led the
league both in turnover — 2.7
million US dollars — and wages
— 56.4 million US dollars.

Robert Elstone, one of the
report's authors, sald that clubs
spending more than 50 per cent
of thelr turnover on wages may
face bankruptcy if their In-
vestimernits don't pay off.

"Paying high wages is a very
dangerous strategy but some
clubs see investment in the
short term as a way to make the
club strnn&er in the short term,”
he said. "But the money has to
be borrowed and that increases
debt, which must be pald back
eventually. For someone like
Southampton with a limited
income it is a huge risk."

The report found that there
are three or four financial
ﬁrnups within the Premier

eague. Manchester United re-
mains in a class by itself, fol-
lowed by Arsenal, Chelsea, Liv-
erpool, Newcastle and Spurs,
with Aston Villa and Leeds in
the next group, and then all the
rest.

"The gap between the ‘haves’
and the 'have-nots' continues to
grow,"” analyst Gerry Boon said.

The combined operating
profits of six clubs — Man U,
Villa, Chelsea, Tottenham, Ar-
senal and Leeds — made up more
than the total for all 20 clubs.

Excess baggage!

SYDNEY, May 11: Olympic
visitors face misery at Sydney
Airport after a new 43-million-
dollar (25.8 million US) baggage
system was branded unsafe and
a failure by workers and air-
lines on Thursday, reports AFP.

Baggage staff refused to op-
erate the system for six days af-
ter two incidents in which bags
weighing up to 30kg (66 pounds)

were’ hurled off the famps, nar:

rowly missing Workers.

" Théy only returned to work
on Thursday after new safety
nets were installed following
several days of talks involving
the Transport Workers Union,

Qantas and the Sydney Airport
Corporation (SAC).

‘The worst case scenario
would involve significant de-
lays,” executive director of the
Board of Airline Representa-
tives of Australia, Warren Ben-
nett, told reporters.

"We are nervous about its ca-
pability for the Olympics,” he
said.

Staff were also critical of an
older system which they
claimed could process only
1,700 bags an hour instead of its
5,000 capacity.

"There was no consultation
and it was yet another example
of work at the airport being
botched,” a union official said.

At the same time, a group of
airlines headed by Qantas is
pursuing a legal action against
the SAC over a number of prob-
lems caused by the upgrade,

The Sydney Morning Herald
reported that it had obtained a
letter from Qantas to the SAC
which said: "It's time for SAC to
get back to basics and deliver to
the ground staff and the general
public the opportunity to re-
unite them with their bags on a
regular basis.”

SAC's director of aviation
Greg Russell conceded that there
had been problems.,

"Clearly the problems have
not been acceptable as we gear
up for the Olympics,” he said.

Troussier staying
for the time
being

TOKYO, May 11: Under-fire
French coach Philippe
Troussier will guide Japan at
the King Hassan Cup in Morocco
and the Kirin Cup here next

month here, the Japan Football
Assoclation said Thursday as it

considers his futire, reports
AFP.
Troussier, whose contract

runs out in June, is rumoured to
be facing the axe with Arsenal
manager Arsene Wenger,
Japan's assistant coach
Masakuni Yamamoto, or
Kashiwa Reysol coach Akira
Nishino tipped as his replace-
ment,

A decision was to have been
made at the association's next
council meeting on May 25, but
assoclation president
Shnichiro Okano sald more
time is needed.

"We need some more time to
finalize our decision. We are go-
ing to make a final decision af-
ter watching International
matches In June,” he told re-
porters.

"Since It Is a very important
matter, we must be very careful
and fully discuss about it before
making the final decision.”

In the King Hassan Cup,
Japan will play World Cup
holders France on June 4 and
then face either Jamalca or Mo-
rocco two days later before re-
turning home for the Kirin Cup
from June 11-18.
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Yevgeny, Cedric bite the dust

ROME, May by Romanian qualifier Andrel cally.

World number  Ppavel. "‘But I've been playing well
one Andre Agassi Britain's Tim Henman and hitting the ba]lpprclw clean
and defending ch-  bowed out 7-6, 4-6, 6-4 to for a while now. And it's nice
amplon Gustavo Frenchman Fabrice Santoro, when it comes around in a
Kuerten stayed on  while Nicolas Lapentti was atch.”

a collislon course on Wednesday
as four other seeds, led by
number two Yevgeny Kaflel-

beaten in two sets by Francisco
Clavet as the Spanish armada
of clay court specialists sailed

Agassi now meets Slovak
Dominik Hrbaty, a losing final-
ist in Monte Carlo and a two-set

nikov., headed out of the ({nto the third round. winner over Argentinian
Masters Serles event here, Compatriot Fellx Mantilla Franco Squillarl here on
reports AFP. later claimed the scalp of Rus-  Wednesday.

sia's Marat Safin, the winner of
back-to-back tournaments at
Barcelona and Mallorca In a 7-
5, 6-7, 6-3 victory.

Agassi whipped Argentinian
uvalifier Gaston Gaudio 6-1, 6-
, while Kuerten dispatched

Australia's Mark Philippoussis

"Dominik has been playing
real well now for a few weeks,
he's found the form that he had
last year In Paris,” sald the top

6-2, 6-2 In his second round Agassi was deservedly seed, who beat Hrbaty in the
match. The two men are ex- pleased with his centre-court 1999 French Open semifinals -
pected to meet in the semi-fl- performance. on his way to conquering the ti-

"I played well today. And in a
second match, to play like this,
was certainly more than | was
expecting,” he said.

"Playing a %uy like Gaudio
who moves well and bhits with a
lot of spin, | felt like I needed to
be aggressive, really pick my
shots and work hard physi-

nals at the Foro Italico.

But the news wasn't all good
for the seeded hopefuls here.

Kafelnikov lost 6-4, 6-4 to
Argentinian Marlano Puerta
and France's Cedric Ploline,
winner of the last Masters Se-
ries event in Monte Carlo, also
on clay, was beaten in three sets

tle.

Kuerten, who has only now
recovered from a back Injury
which has plagued him for the
past three months, was equally
pleased.

‘I had a good practice this
morning and 1 was very feeling
good on court too,” he sald. "It
was one of those days when
things go so well that you don't
have to worry about anything,

you just keq;(])iaylnF,"
He summed up: "l was able to
do everything right.”

Pioline, a strong pre-tour-
nament tip for the title, blamed
his lack ol concentration for
the defeat.

“The problem today was that
I found it hard to string points
togther.” he said. "I'd win some
good points but then let things
slip. Every time [ turned on the
pressure, I'd let it off again.

"Now I'm kicking myself a
bit for having had these ups and
downs all through the match.”

Henman was disappointed
for having played well for most
of the match and, in the end,
having nothing to show for his
efforts.

“I think that sums it up quite
well,” he told a news conference.
“l think the only slight criti-
cism | could have was to try and
impose myself earlier on in the
third set... | never created too
many chances.”

Henman felt that he had im-
proved since the first round. but
it was little consolation for the
British number one, seeded
eighth here,

I would much rather have
played horrendously and won,”
he said. "But it doesn't work like
that, unfortunately.’

Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov is disappointed after losing to
Argentine Mariano Puerta in the second round of Masters
Series in Rome on May 10. —AFP photo

Too early to say goodbye

ROME. May 11 on Monday, saying that after 13 has room for improvement.
(AFP): His old vears he'd had enough. After mrattlng Ar.gm‘lnm.:an
rival Jim Courier Explaining his decision qualifier Gaston Gaudio 6-1, 6-4

mmay have thrown
in the towel, but
’ | fellow American

and current world number one

Andre Agassi has no such plans
LSRN es oo syl

s Gongler & Jormer, mwumber
one and twa-time Freach Open’

Courier said: "A wise man once in the Masters Series event here
told me, "When you wake up and on Wednesday, he told re-
don't want to get better at ten- porters: "For me, 1t's tru]}*r a
nis, it's time to stop.' That day question of understanding if I
has been around for most of still have my best ahead of me.
this year." . , "There are areas where [ still
. But, Agassi. who burstontos feel like i can get betier, and |
the Tour at dhe same time a% think that helps with the desire
and -Australian Open cham- Courier, Pete Sampras and Plus, my career has been
pion, retired from the ATP Tour Michael Chang, believes he still  different to Jim's

- . v R R A S 'Jim has worked hard every

| e Y, | single day. every single year of

his career. For me. in 1997, I
played 12 times. It wasn't much
You can argue | didn’t even play
those |12

So I've tried to live a large
part of my life during my career
and | think that Jimn said it best
when, and I heard his quote...
now it's time for his life. Be-
cause it's always been tennis
i first.

SEEEh e | "And I can understand that,’

. ¥ ' Agassi said. "But for me, it has-
n't always been tennis first. So |
think I'm a little fresher.”

Agassi, who will begin the
defence of his French Open title
later this month, feels there is
more power and consistency to
be drawn out of his game, de-
spite a pro career that started
back in 1986.

Asked about his precise ob-
jective, the American said: "To
be stronger, to hit the ball big-
ger, more consistently. I think |
still have another level.”

Another source of motiva-
tion is the latest generation of
young tennis players coming
through and challenging his
place in the sport

'l feel there's a constant need
to always get better, especially
with younger players starting to
play so well,” he said. "Every
time | win, | feel like it was an
accomplishment. It always is.

"But in the big picture, I feel
good that | step on the court
ﬂll(‘ru'lllﬂ. that if I play my game,
| can win,” he confided. "That's
important at this stage.”

4 : i

Andre Agassi is about to serve during his Masters Series
second round match against Gaston Gaudio of Argentina
at Rome on May 10. —AFP photo
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