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We Serve

Date: May 12 & 13

Special Supplement

Message

I am glad to hear that Lions Clubs In-
ternational, District 315 A2, Bangladesh
will hold its 5th Annual District Con-
vention 2000 on 12th May. 2000 at
Sheraton Hotel, Dhaka. It is, of course,
well-known that the endeavours of the
members of the Lions Clubs are to im-
prove the quality of life ol the poor and
disadvantaged people in our country.
Bringing a%uul improvements in the
fields uF health care, adult education,
and in the condition of women and chil-
dren and helping the slum-dwellers are
indeed worthy objectives. It is gratifying
to note that the members of the Lions
Clubs International are planning to en-
large their humanitarian activities
through this Convention. The members
of the Lions Clubs believe in friendship
and togetherness which prompted them
to carry for the noble mission to improve
the quality of life of people in our coun-
trv. Members of the Lions Clubs Interna-
tional are citizens of the World, and I am
confident that they would continue (o
engage themselves in the constructive
work of helping the less fortunate people
of our society.

[ wish this Annual District Conven-
tion a great success and ( widspeed.

Justice Latifur Rahman
Chief Justice
Bangladesh

—

Message

It is Indeed a Srmt pleasure lor me
that 5th Annual District Convention of
District-315 A2 of which 1 am the Dis-
trict Governor Is going to be held on 12th
& 13th May, 2000 in a belfitting manner,
The convention is the venue where dif-
ferent. Lion members with different
views and new ideas come close to each
other. There may be difference ol opinjon
regarding ways and means, but we all
agree to the fact that we have become
members of the largest service organisa-
tion of the world with a motive to serve
the distressed and less fortunate people
of the soclety.

It is to be mentioned here that in Li-
onism, we always use the term "we" and
not "I"; whenever any good work is done
by District or any club, the work Is done
by us collectively., Many programmes
have been successfully performed in our
District, As we have collectively done,
the credit for these goes to us all. A con-
genlal atmosphere exists in our District
where we have developed fellowship and
friendship among all of us. More good
things are there still, to be done in the fu-
ture.

May [ hope, all participating Lion
members shall enjoy every moment of
the convention. I hope they will carry

_H

with themselves sweet memories for
their fellow Lion members to induce
them to dd more service works.

I wish a grand success of this conven-

tion. Mayv Allalh bless us with kindness
and goodness.

Ln Alhaj Adv. Md Saukat Ali

District Governor

Message

It gives me immense pleasure to learn
that a colourful Souvenir will be brought
out on the occasion of your Annual Dis-
trict Convention. 1 take this opportunity
to extend my warm greetings to the
members of District 315 A2 Bangladesh.

Annual convention provides a unique
opportunity to exchange views, share
ideas and promote friendship and fel-
lowship. I am sure that the participating
Lions will avail this opportunity and en-
rich their knowledge and abilities to
work better. And it will help them
sreatly to work in partnership for a com-
Fartahle world. We have our proud past,
we shall do our best to make our future
Bright and Brighter. We can do it if we
work in Harmony.

District Governor Lion Al-haj Md
Shawkat Ali has given very successful
leadership to run the activities of the
District efficiently and smoothly. 1 con-
sratulate him and his Cabinet colleagues
or the wonderful work they have done

Wish you an enjoyable Annual Dis-
trict Convention.

WL T

Moslem Ali Khan
Chairman
Convention Committee

during 2000-2001

Message

] am happy to learn that 5th Annual
District Convention 2000 of District-315
A2. Bangladesh will be held on May 11-
13, 2000 at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, and
on this auspicious occasion a colourful
Souvenir will be published.

] am in firm conviction that the An-
nual District Convention will stimulate
all the Lion members of District-315 A2
and will create far reaching positive im-
pact to uphold the image of Lionism in
Bangladesh and also to fullfil our motto
"We Serve.”

District-315 A2 has carried out com-
mendable services to the community,
and has uphold the image of Lionism un-
der the dynamic leadership of District
Governor, Ln. Adv. Md Saukat Ali. We
are confident that the District-315 A2
will continue to render more intensive
and valuable services for the cause of Li-
onism and for fostering fellowship and
friendship among the Lion members
through imparting dedicated service to
the "less fortunates” in the society.

1 wish the 5th Annual Convention of
District-315 A2 a grand success.

—

LLn. Sk Kabir Hossain

Past Council Chairman
ID Nominee and Chairman
Bangladesh Red Crescent Society

Message

| feel greatly honoured to have the
privilege of conveying this goodwill mes-
sage for the supplement to be published
on the occasion of 5th Convention-2000
of Lions Clubs International, District-
315 A2, Bangladesh.

District-315 A2 is enriched with
many dedicated Lions. I sincerely hope
that the members of this District will
maintain their tradition of services and
uphold the image of Lionism in this part
«::-Il the globe through various service ac-
tivities especially sight related activities
and uphold the motto "We Serve."

You are aware that Bangladesh Lions
Foundation (BLF) is rendering valuable
services through its various projects
such as BLF Lions Eye Hospital, Rural
Eve & Screening Camps, Autorefrac-
tometer, Bio-Metry department, Specta-
cle department, Glaucoma Screening
Unit, Pharmacy department, Pathology
department, ECG department, Radiology
department, Pediatric Unit, Mother &
Child Care Centre, EPI, Family Plan-
ning, Education Fund etc. to the people of
the country.

We have taken necessary steps (o up-
grade the Lions Eye Hospital into an Eye
[nstitute from this year which will add to
the quality of service in the Hospital and
raise the image of Lions effort to a new
dimension.

I would request all the Lion members

of Bangladesh to come forward with
their whole hearted support, active par-
ticipation and generous contribution to
make the programmes of BLF a grand
success.

[ also express my best regards and of-
fer my felicitation to all the delegates
and participants in the District Conven-
tion of District 315 A2 and wise the con-
vention a grand success.

Ln. Bodiul Islam
Chairman
Bangladesh Lions Foundation

&
Immediate Past District Governor

Lions Clubs International
“District 315A2, Bangladesh

5th Annual Convention 2000

Venue: Hotel Sheraton, Dhaka

May 12, 2000
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Message

| am extremely pleased to learn that
Lions Clubs International District-315
A2 Bangladesh will hold its 5th Annual
District Convention 2000 soon.

It is heartening to note that Lions
have kept up and maintained the tempo
of humanitarian service, against all
odds. Their commitment to service and
devotion to the welfare of the people is
highly appreciated today by our commu-
nity and the society.

I wish the District and its leaders all
success and hope that the Lion members
will be able to maintain their high tradi-
tion for all times to come.

Long Live Lionism
Long Live Bangladesh

A K Faezul Huq
Minister of State

Ministry of Jute

Govt of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh
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Message

I am pleased to know that a special
supplement is going to be published on
the occasion of 5th Annual District Con-
vention of Lion District-315 A2,
Bangladesh. I being the Convention
Chairman, offer my sincere thanks to
the publisher of this supplement.

Convention offers a great opportunity
to share fellowship and discuss accom-
plishments and plan for the future by
facing the challenges that exist in todays
world. It is my earnest desire that all the
Lions and Leos of our District will
achieve the cherished goal of service to
humanity.

[ wish the Convention every Success.

Ln A Wahab Sikder, MJF

Convention Chairman

Message

I am pleased to know that the 5th An-
nual District Convention of District 315
A2 Bangladesh is going to be held on May
12-13. 2000 and to commemorate the oc-
casion a colourful and informative sou-
venir will also be published.

Annual convention of any organisa-
tion creates a wider opportunity for their
members to meet with each other for ex-
changing their views and opinion to de-
velop the fellowship among each other
and open a new getaway to elevate the
service activities. On this occasion you
will also elect your new leaders and un-
dertake an effective year planning for
the coming year with a great hope and
expectation to expedition the overall ac-
tivities to uphold the image of the organ-
isation.

Lions Clubs International is the
largest service organisation of the World
and your District 315 A2 is a pertinent
part of it. | hope that the Annual Conven-
tion of your district will establish the
dynamism of the leadership of your Dis-
trict Governor Ln. Adv. Md. Saukat Ali
during his tenure.

I hope with the able leadership of your

« Convention Chairman La) A -Wahab

Sikder MJF, other committee members
and the leadeérs of your diStrict, this 2-
day long convention including the publi-
cation of the Souvenir will be ended with
grand success.

Long Live Lionism

Long Live Bangladesh

Ln Engr Igbal H Khan

Council Chairman

l

|

HE International Association of
Lions Clubs began as the

dream of a Chicago insurance
man Melvin Jones. Melvin Jones
jdea struck a chord within his own
group, the Business Circle of
Chicago, and they authorized him to
explore his concept with similar
organizations from around the
United States. His efforts resulted in
an organizational meeting at a local
hotel on June 7, 1917. The 12 men
who gathered there overcame a nat-
ural sense of loyalty to their parent
clubs, voted the “Association of
Lions Clubs® into existence, and is-
sued a call for a national convention
to be held in Dallas, Texas, USA in
October of the same year. Thirty-six
delegates representing 22 clubs
from nine states heeded the call,
approved the "Lions Clubs” designa-
tion, and elected Dr Willlam P
Woods of Indiana as their first presi-
dent. Guiding force and founder
Melvin Jones was named acting sec-
retary. Thus began an association
with Lionism that only ended with
his death in 1961.

The Emblem throughout the
World: Lions are recognized by the
emblem they wear on thelr lapels, It
consists of a gold letter "L" on a cir-
cular purple (ﬁf—ld. Bordering this is
a circular gold area with two lion
profiles at either side facing away
from the centre. The word “Lions
appears at the top, and ‘inter-
national’ at the bottom
Symbolically, the lions face both
past and future — proud of the past
and confident of the future. Lions
wear their emblem with pride.

The Motto: The motio of every
"Lions” Is simply “We Serve.” What
better way to express the true mis-
sion of Lionism?

The Slogan: The slogan of the
association Is “Liberty, Intelligence,
Our Nation's Safety (Llons).

colours of purple and gold were
selected as the official colours when
the association was organized In
1917. Purple stands for loyalty to
friends and to one's self, and for
ime%my of mind and heart. Gold
symbolises sincerity of purpose, lib-
erality in judgement. purity in life
and generosity in mind, heart and
purpose toward humanity.

Community leaders soon began
to organize clubs throughout the
United States. This Lions
Association did not become
International until 1920, when the
first Lions Club was organised in
Canada outside America. The third
Lions Club country was China
where Lionism became prohibited
after the revolution In 1948. The
fourth Lions Club country Iis
Mexico, Central America, where
Lionism was established in 1926. In
1927 Lions Club was formed in
Cuba but with the establishment of
communist government in 1960's
Lionism was prohibited in Cuba. In
1935, Panama became home to the
first Central American club., with
the first South American club being
organized In Columbia the following
year. Lionism reached Australia in
1947 and Europe in 1948, as clubs
were chartered in  Sweden,
Switzerland and France. In 1952,
the first club was chartered in
Japan.

The International Assoclation of
Lions Clubs is today the largest ser-
vice organization in the world with
over 1.4 million members in more
than 44,500 clubs In 740 Districts

covering 185 countries and pgeo-
graphic areas The first
Iternational Headguarters was i
Michigan and at present the

International Headquarters is at
100 22nd Street. Oak Brook, ll-
lionols. USA. The [first Chiel
Fxecutive Officer of Lions Clubs

e

History of Li

Presideunt., There are two Vice
Presidents and 32 International
Directors in the executive body. The
term for Int'l President is for one
year and the term for Intl Directors
is for 2 years. Lions Clubs are not
social clubs. although there are
social benefits to membership.
Lions Club members give their time,
skills and resources to raise funds
for charitable activities both in their
communities and internationally.

The major focus of Lions fund
raising activities Is sight conserva-
tion, alltmugill other projects are
pursued such as drug awareness
programmes in high schools, dia-
betes awareness programmes and
other programmes that are specific
to individual Clubs and Districts,
Lions took up sight conservation as
their major goal after a speech given
by Helen Keller at the Lions
International Convention held at
Cedar Point, Ohjo. in 1925. At that
time, Helen Keller challenged the
Lions to become “Knights of the
Blind," a challenge that has become
a rallying ery lor Lions projects
around the world.

Lions work in the area of sight
conservation Is carried out at many
levels. Individual Clubs sponsor free
eye screening programmes using
mobile eye clinics. In many coun-
tries, Clubs sponsor eye surgery
camps where cataract sur%{fries are
performed at no charge for those
that can't afford the cost of this
medical care. Many clubs collect old
eye glasses for distribution to the
needy in other countries.

The International Association of
Lions Clubs is the largest non-gov-
ernmental organization assoclated
with the United Nations and was

Vice-District Governor (1999-2000)
District 315A-2, Bangladesh

and the World Health Organization
to raise funds for an international

rogramme of sight conservation. It
Eas been estimated that 40 million
cases of curable and preventable
blindness exist on this planet today.
Without intervention, this is project-
ed to become 80 million by the end
of the decade,

The International Assoclation of
Lions Clubs began a programme of
fund raising that they called
"Campalgn Sight First” in order to
cure/prevent 40 million cases of
blindness worldwide, Over $14.86
cr have been raised by Lions all over
the world for this programme. E?(e
hospitals are being built in the
places that most need them

There are 8 Lions Code of
Ethics

To Show: To show my faith in
the worthiness of my vocation by

that may merit a reputation for
quality of service.

To Seek: To seek success and to
demand all fair remuneration or
profit as my just due, but to accept
no profit or success at the price of
my own self-respect lost because of
unfair advantage taken or because
of questionable acts on my part.

To Remember: To remember
that in building up my business it is
not necessary to tear down anoth-
er's to be loyal to my clients or cus-
tomers and true to mysell.

Whenever: Whenever a doubt
arises as to the right or ethics of my
position or action towards my fellow
nien; to resolve such doubt against
myselfl.

To Hold: To hold friendship as
an end and not a means. To hold
that true friendship exists not on
account of the service performed by
one to another, but that true friend-
ship demands nothing but accepts
service In the spirit in which it is
given.

Always: Always bear in mind
my obligations as a citizen to my
Nation, my state and my communi-
ty and to give them my unswerving
loyalty in word, act and deed. To
give them freely of my time, labour
and means.

To Aid: To ald my fellow men by
glving my sympathy to those in dis-
fress, my deed to the weak and my
substance to the needy:.

To be Careful: To be careful
with my criticism and liberal with
my praise, to bulld up and not
destroy.

onism and Banglédesh

by Ln M A Hassan, MJF

jects

To Create: To create and foster
a spirit of understanding among the
people of the world.

To promote: To promote the
principles of good government and
good citizenship.

To Take: To take an active
interest in the civic cultural. social
and moral welfare of the communi-
ty.

To Unite: To unite the clubs in
the bonds of friendship. good fellow-
ship and mutual understanding.

To Provide: To provide a forum
for the open discussion of all mat-
ters of public interest; provided.
however, that partisan politics and
sectarian religion shall not be
debated by club member.

To Encourage: To encourage
service-minded men to serve their
community without personal finan-
cial reward, and to encourage effi-
ciency and promote high ethical
standards In commerce, industry,
professions, public works and pri-
vate endeavours. At present
there are about 140,000 Leo mem-
bers in 5600 Clubs in 138 countries
and geographical areas who work
together with Lions. There are five
major youth programmes of Lions
Clubs International:-

. Leo Clubs, (2) International
Youth Exchange, (3) International
Youth Camps, (4) Lions Youth Out-
reach (Lions Quest. Youth Video
Programme, Drug Awareness, The
Street Children Programme and
Scouting). (5) Lions International
Peace Poster Contest.

Lionism in Bangladesh

Lionism came to this country in
1958 through Lions Club of Dhaka.

of Chittagong the first two clubs of
the then East Pakistan were orga-
nized and sponsored by the Lions
Club of Karachi. Growth and expan-
siorr of Lionisn had been very satis-

factory till 1970. It suffered a great
setback during the war of liberation
in 1971. The clubs of the then East
Pakistan were under the jurisdic-
tion of Multiple District 305 having
its HQ in Karachl.

Late Ln M R Siddiqui was the
father of Lionism ‘in Bangladesh
who reorganized Lions Clubs durin
1972-73 in Bangladesh. Late Ln M
R Siddiqui was the first District
Governor In Bangladesh for two
consecutive vears in 1972-74 peri-
od. Since then there has been rapid

owth of Lionism which led to the
ormation of Multiple District 315 in
1987. In the Lions family of
Bangladesh we have at present six
Sub-districts namely District 315A-
1. 315A-2, 315B-1. 315B-2, 315B-3
and 315B-4. There are approxi-
mately 300 Clubs in six Sub-dis-
tricts and 12,000 Lions and Leos
are active to run major service pro-
jects and activities. The Chief
Executive Officer of each Sub-dis-
trict is District Governor. Every year
District Governor and Vice-District
Governor are being elected in the
delegate session ol each Sub-dis-
trict's Anopual Convention. The term
for District Governor and Vice-
District Governor is one vyear.
District Governor nominates his
Cabinet Members including Cabinet
Secretary and Cabinet Treasurer.

We are doing our best to uphold
the Image of Lionism through our
activities. Services rendered by our
Lions Clubs have been both nation-
ally and Internationally praised and
recognized. Lions }ntcrnatinnal
Fe onal Forum was held in Dhaka
n

tives and participants from 37
countries of the world. In the
history of Lions International
Forum it was the largest and well
organized forum.

In 1995-97 for the first time in
the history of Lionism we got a Lion
leader to take the oflice of the
Iinternational Director in our region.
He is our beloved leader Ln Moslem
Ali Khan. MJF.

In Bangladesh we are again the
largest of all the service clubs. It's a
%Teal honour for us. We have our
National HQ and Service Complex at
Agargaon, Dhaka where Bangladesh
Lions Foundation (BLF) is rendering
valuable services through its vari-
ous projects such as BLF Lions Eve
Hospital, Rural Eye and Screening
Canmps. Glaucoma Screening Unit,
Pathology Deptt. Mother & Child
Care Unit, Education Scholarship
Fund etc., to the people of the coun-
iry. We have another fulliledge Eye
Hospital run by CLF by District
315B-4 in Chittagong. Progressive
Lions Eve Hospital at Narsingdi run
by District 315B-2., Kapotakha
Lions Eye Hospital at Jessore run
by District 315A-1. Rajshahi Lions
Eye Hospital, Pabna Diabetic & Eye
Hospital, Bogra Shah Sultan Lions
Eve Hospital run by our Distriet
315A-2. '

We have our achievement and
we have also our failures. We are
happy with what we have achieved
and take lessons from what we
could not do due to our limitation of
resources. What we do is out of our
human feelings, social and moral

obligations for the
society. This is why we say, Lionisal
IS a commitment — commitment of

service through friendship and fel-
lowship.

Long Live Lionism

: Official Colours: The royal l:ltlfl'lh’ltiﬂllﬂl is International  called upon by the United Nations industrious application to the end There are 6 Lions Clubs Ob- lions Club of Dhaka and Lions Club mber 1989 with representa- Long Live Bangladesh
Felicitations to the 5th Annual District Convention of Lions District 315A2, Bangladesh
| ' Ln. Shamsun Nahar Bhuiya, Chairman, Gawsia Corporation, Bhulta, Rupganj, Narayanganj
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