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The authorities in the Pakistani province of Balochistan

say most of the

rovince's 26 districts are suffering from

famine as a result of drought. There is concern that relief
efforts are still failing to reach many people trapped In
remote areas. Balochistan's governor., Amirul Mulk
Mengal, said the famine situation in 22 provincial
districts had reached crisis point. The picture shows an
elderly woman being helped by others and drought-
stricken people waiting to lmmigrate.

India

S_ri Lanka

HE Liberation Tigers of

I Tamil Eelam's (LTTE) of-

fer of a temporary cease-
fire and safe passage for the
25,000 troops in the Jaflna
Peninsula is being described In
Colombo as “psychological
warfare”,

The view in the island is that
no government with any self-
respect could accept such an of-
fer from a “terrorist organisa-
tion”. The military establish-
ment seems to feel “the worst is
over” and it would not be easy
for the LTTE to dislodge the
armed forces from Jalfma and
Its environs.

If the LTTE is extending the
olive branch, it is to take over
Jaffna without any more blood-
shed. And iIf the Sri Lankan
overnment can accept a cease-

re, it would be on the condi-
tion that it could hold on to
Jafina till a deal is struck with
the LTTE.

Basically, it i s
oneupmanship’, or wanting to
talk from a position of
strength.

Of course, it nay still be pos-
sible for the Tigers to damage
the run-way in the Palaly air
base, but the armed forces are

taking all possible precautions

LTTE's Psychological

The impression in Sri Lanka is that there might be a period of lull and consoli-
dation by both sides to the conflict. That could provide an opportunity for the
Norwegian delegate to liaise with both the LTTE and the Sri Lankan
government, besides briefing New Delhi on the emerging scenario.

Only then could India get into the picture. V. Jayanth writes

to prevent that.,

At the moment, intelligence
reports have it that if the Sri
Lankan Army can hold on to
Jafina for another week or 10
days, It might be difficult for
the LTTE to make further in-
roads.

The information Is that the
Tigers have advanced far too
swiftly beyond the Elephant
Pass and may find it very diffi-
cult to hold on to forward posi-
tions if they stretch themselves
any further. What Is more, they
have not been able to take their
“big guns”, the artillery, with
them in this advance, Analysts
say that if the LTTE manages to
take in a few of their artillery,
the Sri Lankan Air Force could
locate and destroy them in
ralds.

On the one hand, there are
reports of a lull on the battle
front. But there might be some
intensification of the fight in
the days ahead, il the LTTE de-
cides to open an alternate front,
pushing ahead of Nagar Kovil.

Though the international at-
tention on Sri Lanka and
Jaflna has been more than ex-
pected, the LTTE may not be all
that pleased with the slant of
international opinion Iin

favour of Colombo. The burden
of every statement appears to be
for a political settlement, but
the Governments are coming
out strongly in support of the
soverelgnty and territorial in-
tegrity of Sri Lanka,

Distancing himself and the
Government from the views of
some of his allies, the Prime
Minister, Mr. Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, has ruled out any recog-
nition ol Eelamn as a separate
state. While conceding that New
Delhi was prepared to play a
mediator's role {f all sides to
the conflict ask for it, New
Delhi has ruled out military
intervention and assured
Colombo of all possible human-
itarian help.

The question that has arisen
now 1Is what shape can
‘humanitarian help' take In the
Jaffna context? Political lead-
ers llke Mr. Valko of the
MDMK, want India to deny any
help to the Sri Lankan armed
forces in their fight against the
LTTE, including possible evac-
uation of troops, If necessary.

- But officials in the know of
things, do not rule out any-
thing. Humanitarian help could
be to the Sri Lankan Tamils in
Jaflna Peninsula, the refugees

Warfare?

who might flee the island, or
even to the troops If they do
need emergency supplies.

They believe that the situa-
tion could worsen if the gov-
ernment troops leave Jaffna
and the LTTE takes control,
That could spark an exodus of

refugees and cut off all govern-

ment supplies to the Peninsula
till an alternative arrangement
Is worked out.

The Impression here iIs that
there might be a period of lull
and consolidation by both sides
to the conflict. That could pro-
.vide an opportunity for the
Norwegian delegate to liaise
with both the LTTE and the Sri
Lankan Government, besides
briefing New Delhi on the
emerging scenario. Only then
could India get into the picture,

What is not known is how
and when India would get into
the act: or why IAF aircraft are
reportedly In readiness in
places like Thiruvananthapu-
ram or Tiruchirapalli. With the
IAF chief, Air Marshall Tipnis,
now on a “goodwill visit® to
Colombo, they may be just on a
stand by for any emergency.

Courtesy: The Hindu of India
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Reviving tThe Third Force

The initiatives of four former prime ministers in India are
only exploratory and, as M Abdul Hafiz writes it would
take a long time to give it a concrete shape

HE former prime minis-

ters usually go into obliv-

ion and refrain from mak-
ing public appearance and issu-
ing public statements. The ex-
traordinary ones, say like
Jawaharlal Nehru, would have
preferred to reflect and absorb
themselves in writing their au-
tobiographies. There was a
stark departure from this norm
when the four out of five former
prime ministers of India chose
to meet twice in March last in
an attempt to address compre-
hensively the issues 'con-
fronting the nation'. The lead-
ers also issued statement in
which they expressed their
views ‘regarding various issues
and anxieties’ that ‘concern the
polity'. It is not immediately
known if there are takers of
their views.

But the leaders did not seem
much bothered on this count.
On the contrary their initiative
was an attempt to attract public
attention not only to the con-
tent of the document but also to
the possibilities of future poli-
ticking on the basis of it. In the
process the leaders are prepared
to take challenges from any
quarter. In an oblique reference
to the press which has rather
been caustic in its comments
about the awkward quadruplet
and their seemingly awkward
venture, Gujral and Deve Gowda
said that they did not mind wild
media remarks, as they were
merely fulfilling their
obligations as former prime
ministers and responsible
politicians. Earlier the media
called them 'the gang of four'
and their step 'a desperate at-
tempt to get out of their
marginalised political exis-
tence’,

The statement
cently by the four leaders
broadly dealt with political,
economic and social issues. It
highlighted the manner in
which the constitutional insti-
tutions were undermined by the
agencies and organisations
close to the ruling coalition at
the Centre. The statement
stressed the need to temper eco-
nomic liberalisations process
with policies that would help
provide succour to the poor. The
leaders also covered in the
statement the issues of national
security as well as development.

issued re-

e

Nepal-Bhutan

The statement is, by and large,
open edged and academic in
nature. It does not condemn or
criticise any party or person al-
though it mildly censures some
of the actions of the NDA gov-
ernment while expressing full
agreement with most of the
other policies pursued by the
latter.

But who cares? Neither the
government nor any other
arty. What is. after all, the four
eaders' locus standi? They
never had a party of their own
with parliamentary majority
even when they were in office.
They all became prime minis-
ters with the grace and favour of
Congress(l) under certain cir-
cumstances. Yet both before
and after their empowerment
they were stridently anti-
Congress(l) and even now they
harbour the same feelings. Two
of the former prime ministers —
Gujral and V.P. Singh — do not
be[nng to any party while
Chandra Shekhar and Deve
Gowda head Samajwadi Janata
Party (SJP) and Janata Dal
(Secular) respectively. Both par-
ties have very limited strength
and are considered non-starter.
In spite of this bleak picture,
they assume some importance
in present political vacuum
when Congress(I), the main op-
position has been consistently
dipping low as a party and
there are few to articulate the
issues of the opposition either

in parliament or outside.

But can their ideas ulti-
mately take the form of a mass
political movement or a con-
glomeration of existing politi-
cal entities? Although the for-
mer prime ministers are non-
committal on the question
there is general appreciation of
the ability of at least one of
them — V. P. Singh — to launch
a mass-movement and convert
it into a political organisation.

In 1988, that was his strat-
egy when he launched the Jan
Morcha movement against the
corruption in the high places of
Congress government. However
in terms of emotional appeal
there is a world of difference be-
tween the issues in 1988 and
ones that can be raised now.
For example, the issues of secu-
larism and composite culture
now under threat by BJP are
genuine and lmportant but

weak in appealing to opinion
makers in media and other pub-
lic forum. As regards others in
the quadruplet, people do not
think much about their capa-
bilities as organisers of mass
movement during the twilight
years of their life.

"It is reported that V.P. Singh
is in touch with Chandra Babu
Naidu and Karunanidhi, the
chief ministers of Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu re-
spectively and the discussions
are under way so that the latter
two could withdraw from the
NDA at an appropriate time.

The idea is to reunite once again |

the non-Congress and non-BJP
parties .on a common platform
and agenda — a Third Front of
sorts. There are also indica-
tions that VP Singh has already
tied up with Samajwadi Party
(SP) president Mulayam Singh
Yadav, his one-time bete noire

in the Hindi heartland. The SP
is already the strongest anti-
BJP political entity in Uttar
Pradesh and a VP Singh — Mu-
layam Singh tie-up could make
the party even stronger. There
are also suggestions that the
former prime ministers have
decided to back up Laloo Prasad
Yadav and chief minister Rabri
Devi of Bihar in their fight
against the NDA. Deve Gowda
has already made a sort of soli-
darity trip to Patna to boost up
the morale of RJD.

In another interesting de-
velopment the former prime
ministers have made a signifi-
cant trip to Calcutta a few days
back to meet the octogenarian
Jyoti Basu who was earlier
tipped to be the Prime Minister.
Although Gujral could not
make it to Calcutta for his in-
disposition the three others
held talks with West Bengal
chiet minister and shared
podium with him in a public
function. The political ob-
servers see a pattern in all this
and conclude that the former
prime ministers are trying to
evolve an orientation on the is-
sues highlighted in their recent
statement and bring down the
NDA government in due course
of time. They however admit
that the present manoeuvers
are only exploratory ones and it
would take an indefinitely long
time to give it a concrete shape.
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Ihe Gang of Falll

Will the revival of the Third Front in India be an alternative
to the two dominant political parties?
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Former Indian prime ministers Chandrashekhar (L), V P Singh (C)
and Deve Gowda (R) share the dias during a convention 4 May 2000

in Calcutta.

HEY have been described
as 'The Gang of Four' by
the Indian media, which
criticised their initiative to re-
vive the Third Front as a des-
perate attempt to get out of their
marginalised political existence
and collectively gun for power.
Despite the media reaction, the
four former prime ministers of
India have been successful, to a
certain extent, in their efforts
to revive a third force in India.
After two meetings, Vish-
wanath Pratap Singh, Chandra
Shekhar, H. D. Deve Gowda and
Inder Kumar Gujral have issued
a joint statement last month
expressing their views on the
state of affairs in the country.

They want to work with the is- .

sues confronting India.
According to a Delhi-based
newsmagazine Frontline, their
statement of March 28 dealt
with political, economic and
social issues. It highlighted the
manner in which the constitu-
tional institutions were un-
dermined by agencies and or-
ganisations that are close to the
ruling dispensation at the cen-
tre and the need to-temper the
economic liberalisation pro-
cess with policies that would
help provide succour to the
poor. Issues of national security
and development as well as the
deficiencies in the appreciation
of problems such as unemploy-
ment were also emphasised.
But, by and large, this move
by these top leaders, having in-
dividual contributions in the

Indian society and polity, has
been described as a bid to revive
the alternative to the Congress
party and the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP). And now, the West
Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti
Basu has added strength to the
Frospec‘tive Third Front of four
ormer Indian prime ministers.

Another former prime min-
ister, P.V. Narasimha Rao who
does not have much of a role in
his party, the Congress(l), is
also expected to join this com-
bination at the 'right time'. In
their next endeavour, three of
the four ex-prime ministers met
CPI-M Chief Jyoti Basu over
dinner in Calcutta on May 5 to
try and revive the Third Front,
émphasising the need to save
India from the clutches of the

BJP-led ‘communal’ govern-
ment. [ K Gujral was also sched-

uled to attend the dinner. but
could not make it eventually as
he was indisposed.

If the third force should
come together again, as reported
in the Indian media, it is likely
to get a new name,. In 1996-97, it
was called the United Front and

in 1998 the Third Front. And in

the past the CPI-M had been in-
strumental in resurrecting the
Third Front.

However, the Calcutta meet-
ing of the leaders seems to have
run into troubled waters at its
very inception. The West Bengal
Chief Minister and V.P. Singh
didn't agree on a point. Basu
wants the Congress party as an
integral part of Third Front,

Ekram Kabir writes

but, a few associates and allies

of the CPI-M and VP Singh are |

not ready to accept the
Congress. Singh reportedly had
raised objections stating that
he was averse to accepting the
Congress, as, according to him,
they had led India to its politi-
cal instability, He had also
made it clear that he was not
ready to accept a party that had
a foreigner at its helm.

Basu asked him to re-think.
More than V.P. Singh, ac-
cording to Indian analysts, it

has been the attitude of the CPI-

M, RSP and the Forward Bloc
that has been worrying Basu re-
garding the.Third Front. The
RSP secretary Debabrata
SarKar and his counterpart
Forward Bloc, Ashok Ghosh are
completely against accepting
the Congress in the Front. On
May 6, both sald, "The Congress
has been our main enemy for
the last 53 years. So to get rid of
the BJP, how can we accept an-
other political foe within our-
selves? The Congress is ideolog-
ically different to that of the

Left parties. So we will never
accept them in the Third
Front.”

The involvement of the

Congress party seems trouble-
some. The CPI secretary Manju
Kumar Majumdar, however, put
forward a couple of conditions
before accepting the Congress
within the Front. “The
Congress will first have to ad-
mit that it does not have the
necessary power to tackle the
BJP and secondly they will
have to do away with commu-
nalism. These days, we are ob-
serving the development of a
communal attitude within the
Congress. They have to get over
it at all costs,” he told journal-
ists in Calcutta.

India observers foresee an-
other important twist to this
tale. The CPI-M is ready to go
ahead and say that they are
even ready to lead a government
should the necessity arise. They
are ready to accept Basu as the
leader of the Third Front and
work towards pulling the BJP-
led government down. This
means that, should the Third
Front be formed and is success-
ful in its political aspirations,
then one can expect to see Basu
as the prime minister of India.

Ine Refugees in Himalayan Shangri-Lo

UCKED in the lap of the

vast Himalayan range the

strip of 18,000 square
miles of landmass known in
the outside world as the King-
dom of Bhutan had been the
ideal Shangri La or the hidden
paradise, the abode of idyllic
peace. The Bhutanese, however,
called their country Druk Yul or
the land of the Thunder Dragon.
From the cocoon of the cen-
turles of isolationism, the
country %radua]ly made |[ts
presence felt, albeit in a mild
and low profile way, in the In-
ternational arena.

Bhutan professes what it
calls constitutional monarchy
under hereditary kingship WII}}I
the title Druk Guyalpo or the
precious ruler of the Dragon
People. The present ruler Jigme
Singhe Wangchuck ascended
the throne in July 1972 and |is
the fourth (n the royal line
which was established by his
grandfather Ugyen Wangchuk
in 1907,

Bhutan’s population broadly
comprises three groups --

Mansoor Mamoon looks at the recent initiatives to solve the refugee problem
between Nepal and Bhutan

namely the Sharchops, the ear-
liest known inhabitants of the
country, the Naglops -- the de-
scendents of Tibetan immi-
grants who came In the ninth
century and the third group is
the Nepalese, who started set-
tling in the south towards the
end of the last century.,

All the three communities
were, more or less, living in
harmony for over one hundred
years despite their differences
in social customs, languages,
religions and costumes. Though
the official religion of the coun-
try Is Mahayana Bddhism of
the Drukpa Kaggyupa sect, the
vast majority of the Nepalese
are Hindus. In the late eightles
and early nineties of the last
century the inter-community
and ethnic relations in Bhutan,
which so long was peaceful and
harmonious, were rudely jolted,
About two hundred thousand
Nepalese were made the victims

of discrimination.

At the core of the trouble was
the fear that the Nepalese might
gradually become dominant
with the influx of their mem-
bers from the neighbouring
Hindu kingdom of Nepal. Under
the influence of the Buddhist
monks and clerics, who wields
tremendous influence in the
state affairs and in the running
of the statecraft, the Nepalese
were asked to adapt to
Dzongkha -- the official lan-
guage. Teaching of their lan-
guage in the Nepalese schools
and other educational Institu-
tions were prohibited. The
Nepalese were also asked to put
on the Bhutanese national
dress Instead of their own and
practice the social customs and
way of life of the Bhutanese,

Side by side, the Bhutanese
government started hounding

out what it termed as the {llegal

immigrants from neighbouring
Nepal. The Nepalese naturally
resented these prohibitive and
discriminatory measures and
there followed sporadic clashes
between the two communities.
Ultimately the Nepalese in
their thousands were forced to
leave Bhutan which was their
home for generations and the
relations between the two Hi-
malayan Kingdoms -- Nepal
and Bhutan -- reached an all
time low. According to one es-
timate about two hundred thou-
sand Nepalese were initially
evicted. No amount of diplo-
macy could stop the eviction
which created a South Asian
human tragedy on an enormous
scale. About one hundred thou-
sand refugees of Nepalese origin
driven out from Bhutan are now
living in eight UN-run Camps
in Nepal's far southeastern dis-
trict of Jhapa since 1990 in
squalor and poverty. For over

eleven years after their night-
marish experience of system-
atic onslaught on their separate
cultural entity and widespread
discerimination, these people
were walting for their eventual
repatriation to their homes in
Bhutan. But nearly an era's of
desperate waiting has proved to
be }utlle. They are not sure {if
they would at all be repatriated
in their lifetime.

Recently, the United Nations
High Commissioner [for
Refugees Sagato Ogata visited
Nepal to see for himself the
plight of these hapless refugees.
During his visit the Indo-
Bhutan Friendship Society
(IBFS) joined In the quorum for
the repatriation of these vast
number of people of Nepalese
ethnicity to Bhutan. The IBFS
also held a press conference to
highlight the issue of these vic-
tims of cultural and economie
aggression unleashed by the

state apparatus.
IBFS rightly pointed out that
this issue of this great human

magnitude could not be peace- |

fully and amicably resolved
through Thimpu- Kathmandu

bilateral talks. Such talks were

~ plication for

routinely held between Nepal I

and Bhutan for umpteen num-
ber of times without yielding

any tangible results so far.

IBFS, therefore, called for
Indian intervention in this re-
gard, India, on its part, tries to
prevent the infiltration of these
refugees when they venture to
trek into Indian territory for
their livelihood. Had India
been serious it could have pre-
vailed upon Bhutan to take
back the refugees and stop ag-
ﬁressiﬂn against its the

epalese ethnic group. Both
Nepal and Bhutan heavily de-
pend on India for many mat-
ters. In fact, both the countries
are India-oriented. Had India
been sincere the refugee tangle
between Bhutan and Nepal
would have been long resolved.

The Region This Week
Dallying Sharif's case

N ‘accountability court on May 3. adjourned for May 17
hearing of a loan default case against the family of de
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil. The court noted that NAB's ap-
permission to transfer the case to Attock was
pending in the Lahore High Court. An undertaking was submit-
ted on behalf of Sharif authorising Advocate Mashhood Husain
to appear as his pleader in the case representing him at differ-

to the application and that the undertaking was satisfactor

Futile fury?

ZAD Jammu and Kashmir Prime Minister Barcister
AMchmmd Chaudhry sald on May 3 that India is llghunsunga:
lost war in occupled Kashmir and can no more prevent Kash-
miris from achleving their goal. “In fact, India has no claim
over Kashmir but has enforced its unllual authorlty over the in-
nocent Kashmiris through the deployment of over 700,000
troops in-the Valley,” he said. Barrister Sultan said that India
despite accepting the Kashmirls® right to self-determination at
the Unijted Nations, was reneging on its pledge to hold a
plebiscite, and wanted to resolve the issue through use of force.

Sign of hope?

HE blannual India-Pakistan border talks
T RanFers and the Indian Border Security Fa?:;t:;:nu;; :iaal;'
d at Jalandhar, Indla. Talking to newsmen before departure
head of the Pakistan delegation Major-Gen Abdul Qadir, who is
also the director general of the Pakistan Rangers, said ::iiscus-
sion on escalation of tension along the borders went out of the

purview of talks which were held in acco
code of conduct. g b it

Duty troubles

NDIA'S decision to impose additional duty or
Ihas sent alarm bells fin g in the Hlma}iray{lanulfir:laé:i%?:rg
dustrial circles. From April 1, India started imposing a special
additional duty, an average of 4.5 per cent, on Ne goods
Nepall exporters are concerned that the duty will further slash
their already low profit margins and observers say it may also
alfect the flow of foreign direct investment (FDI) into this coun-

try. The Nepali government has lodged
with New Dglhi.g ged a protest over the SAD

Sattar and Mc Kinnon

THE Commonwealth has decided to invite Pakistani Foreign
Minister Abdul Sattar to attend a meeting of the grouping to
explain the military government’'s position on the restoration
of democracy. The Comnmonwealth has also decided to send its *
Secretary General, Donald Mc Kinnon, to Pakistan to eXpress
the 52-member organisation’s concerns on the delay in restora-
tion of democracy.

Lanka-Israel ties

E VEN as India ruled out military assistance to the beleaguered
Sri Lankan government, New Delhi provided the unlikely
setting for the negotiations that led to the announcement that
Colombo and Tel Aviv will establish full diplomatic relations.
Whether India played a “facilitator's role” to bring the two coun-
tries together is not known, but informed diplomatic sources
said this could not be ruled out in the face of the dilemma New
Delhi finds itself in after the recent developments in the island
that has witnessed a drastic shift in the military balance in the
northern Jaffna peninsula.

India to export bamboo to Bangladesh

THE Indian Environment and Forest Ministry, on May 6,
cleared the export of bamboo from the northeastern states to
neighbouring Bangladesh. Environment and Forest Minister
T.R. Baalu told Meghalaya Chief Minister E.K. Mawlong on
May 6 that the government had cleared the export of five mil-
lion pieces of muli bamboo from the northeast to Bangladesh.
Mawlong met Baalu to seek Central assistance for the develop-
ment of timber-based industries in Meghalaya. Meghalaya,
along with somé otheér tribal-inhabited states of the northeast.. .
has been hit hard by a ban ‘on’indisériminate felling of trees
imposed by ‘the Supreme Court four years ago: While the apex
court’s directive has helped in arresting the tf'épl'etinn of the re- *

ion's forests, people running timber-based industries have
een adversely affected.

T'ipnis in Colombo

HE Indian Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal A. Y. Tipnis,

arrived in Colombo on the evening of May 7 on a ‘goodwill
visit'. The visit, at a time when Sri %anka is facing a serious
challenge from the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
has generated interest especially given the past Indian experi-
fpce in attempting to bring about peace in the strife-torn na-
ion.

Indian assistance again?

TEN years after Indian troops left Sri Lanka on May 7, result-
ing in the adoption of a hands-off policy by New Delhi. Ex-
pectations have escalated in the island-nation of a possible In-
dian assistance to ward off the latest advances by the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the northern Jaffna Peninsula.
Faced with successive rebel advances since December, the for-

eign policy line of the Sri Lankan Government. which had
steadfastly maintained that the conflict was “internal” in na-
ture, underwent subtle changes with the involvement of a Nor-
wegian initiative to commence direct talks between the Gov-
ernment and the LTTE. But, it was in April, when the Tigers
overran the crucial Elephant Pass gateway garrison to the
Jaffna Peninsula, that the overall mode changed - initially on

internal perceptions and later on the external front. -
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Security forces carrying dead bodies for burial

Quest for free-press

Rl LANKAN media groups declare war on censorship by

Christine Jayasinghe. Local and international media rights
groups have declared war against censorship regulations im-
posed by the Sri Lankan government on May 8 even as the
army’s battle with Tamil rebels in the north entered a lull. The
Editor's Guild called the muzzling by censors a “flagrant viola-
tion of the [reedom of expression of the people” and said it
would take legal action if the regulations were not amended.
The Paris-based journalists’ organisation, 'Reporters without
Borders', issued a statement calling on the government to en-
sure the security nfrjournalists working in Sri Lanka. The
Newspaper Society of Sri Lanka, urging the lifting of censor-
ship, sald the media was mature enough to conduct itself with
responsibility at a time of national crisis. On Sunday, newspa-
pers carried blank spaces splashed with the word 'Censored.’

Gas for sale?

NDIAN Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee told Lok Sabha

n May 4 that India is in advance stage of talks with
Bangladesh on importing its natural gas. He said Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina is very keen on the proposal and there could
be some agreement with Bangladesh. State Minister for Forel
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury in Dhaka, however, apparently
disagreeing with Indian PM's claim said: "Our prime minister
clearly articulated that a decision on this matter would be
taken after careful consideration of national interests, one of
which is at least 50 years' reserves to meet the needs of future
generation.”

-= Compiled by Navine Murshid
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ent stages of the trial. The prosecution said it had no o?eem N a.-
ory. |
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