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Int'l confce
On arsenic

tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

A two-day international
conference on groundwater ar-
senic contamination begins
here tomorrow (Saturday) un-
der the auspices of the NGOs, the
UNICEF and the Government of
Bangladesh.

The conference, third of its
kind in last three vyears, is
aimed at sharing e:ﬂxriences
and finding future directions
for addressing the emergency
declared in 1996,

The two-day conference, to
be held at the Dhaka Commu-

ity Hospital, will bring to light

" Warious water contamination

iSsues.

Welcoming a large number of
journalists, Dr Quazi Quamruz-
zaman, Chairman of Dhaka
Community Hospital Trustee
board said, "Based on random
surveys across the country, we
estimate that about 8.5 crore
people are now drinking ar-
senic contaminated water. We
can solve our problem ourselves
with the existing technology.”

He also added, "In this regard
we need a long term policy onl
watershed management and so
we hope to achieve a national
consensus during the confer-
ence.”

It may be mentioned here
that Arsenic continues to pose a
serious threat to millions
throughout the country, as most
of the tube wells in 54 out of 64
districts have alreadv been
identified as ‘contaminated’

UNICEF Country Represen-
tative Shahida Azfar who led a
five-member delegation in the
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AJM workers
block traffic on
Dhaka-Ctg Rd

From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGANJ, May 11:

‘-‘Sﬂtral thousands workers of

Adamjee Jute Mills today put up
a barricade on Dhaka-Chit-
tagong highway demandlng
payment of their salaries an
allowances.

Ihe workers of the Unit-4
came out of the factory under
the leadership of former secre-
tary of CBA Ismail Hossain at 7
am and put up a barricade at
Simrail Crossing, disrupting
traffic for an hour.

Police rushed to the spot and
requested the agﬂati:é‘g workers
to remove the barricade

AS the workers refused to do
so. police resorted to lath-
icharge,

Amid chase and counter-
chase, the workers went back to
the mills.

They resumed their duties at
11-30 am following an assur-
ance given by the CBA leaders
Alik Sardar and Abdur Rob of
disbursimg their salaries.

Our new numbers

19 Karwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215
Phones : 8124944 8124955
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Fax: 8125155
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Shadows of shady deals
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A bird’s eye view of the concrete jungle in Arambagh area. One wonders how many of
these buildings have proper approval of Rajuk.

£ @
Rajuk in a quandary
Plans for more than 100 buildings approved
without records in the archive

As Rajuk tries to tighten its
grip over approval of new build-
ing plans, its officials have
found out that plans for more
than 100 buildings were ap-
proved without any record in its

archive, sources concerned
said.
Top Rajuk officials warned

that these plans were initially
classified as 2C, meaning these
do not merit approval. But with
the help of an organised gang
within Rajuk, these plans were
given "3C" category number and
approved.

It was found that 'fake’ Land
Use Clearance 'certificates’ were

“produced for approval of plans

for multi-storied commercial
buildings at busy road intersec-
tions and other places.

In several cases, Rajuk chal-
lenged the offenders but it was
unable to fight the cases as no
record could be traced in its of-
fice. 'Hundreds' of files kept un-
der the responsibility of clerks
at the Authorised Section
‘simply vanished’, the sources
said.

Recently, when Rajuk’'s Au-

By Morshed Ali Khan

thorised officer took steps to
cancel the plan for a 20-storied
building at a busy iutersection,
he was sued by the developer
The case is now pending and
speculations are there that Ra-
juk might lose the case due to
lack of back up files.

There were also instamnces
where the Building Construc-
tion Committee approved plans
at its meetings held without
quorum, in violation of law. At
least six top Rajuk officials and
a number of emiployees are now
under investigation for alleged
involvement in such approval
of plans. In one instance of ille-
gal approval of plan for a struc-
ture in Gulshan lake area, when
the 'approved plan’' was ob-
tained, Rajuk's town planner
denied that it carried his signa-
ture, sources mentioned.

"Some of these offenders are
walking away from courts
showing documents which do
not have any back up copy in
Rajuk’s Authorised section but
bore signatures of approving
officials,” said a Rajuk source.

The irregularities started to

—Star file photo

come to light as Rajuk applied
stringent measures to ensure
proper approval of building
plans over the last few months.
The measures include submis-
sion of plans through architects
registered with Rajuk. The
plans must include environ-
mental clearance and should
also cover risks of earthquake.
Rajuk has also stopped approv-
ing plans for more than six-
storied buildings .

One source said that till re-
cently, more than 70 per cent of
Rajuk officials and employees
including peons, guards and
clerks were involved in "deals
related to building plan ap-
proval®. After imposition of
strict measures, a section of
employees even brought out
procession inside Rajuk office,
demanding “relaxation of the
plan approval procedures and
withdrawal of departmental
allegations.”

Rajuk Chairman M Azizul
Haque, when contacted, told
The Daily Star that the entire
filing system has been comput-
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PM to act as

per

Constitution

Fresh communications between the govt and
the opposition on appointment of CEC

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina last night said she
would now proceed constitu-
tionally to nominate a new
Chief Election Commissioner
in view of absence of positive
response from the Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia to her

Kibria phones
Saifur, offers
talks

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria last night telephoned
BNP standing committee mem-
ber Saifur Rahman and offered
discussion on the question of
appointment of a Chief Election
Commissioner, reports UNB.

Confirming the communi-
cations, Kibria said that he told
Saifur Rahman that they
should sit and select a compe-

See page 11 col 5

proposal for a discussion to
reach an understanding for the
appointment of new CEC fol-
lowing resignation of Moham-
mad Abu Hena, reports BSS.

In her reply to Khaleda Zia's
letter declining to attend the
meeting proposed by her ear-
lfer, the Prime Minister said al-
though it was not constitution-
ally obligatory on her part to
discuss the appointment of CEC
with Leader of the Opposition,
she took the initiative to uphold
the spirit of democracy and set
a rare example in the political
history of the country.

The letter was handed over
to the office of the Leader of the
Opposition at Minto Road last
night,

The Prime Minister in her
letter to Khaleda said she made
the proposal for reaching an
understanding on the issue of
appointing a new CEC in the
greater interest of democracy
and to make nation's journey to
democracy smooth.

The Prime Minister said
that for upholding the norms
and spirit of democracy (she
took the initiative on the issue
of appointing a new CEC al-
though It is her own prerogative
under Articles 48(3) and 118(1)

See page 11 col 8

BNP's legal

team goes

closed doors
By Staff Correspondent

Legal advisers to the Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament
and BNP Chief went into a
closed door meeting with party
Secretary General Abdul Man-
nan Bhuiyan late last night to
prepare a reply to Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina's second
letter to Khaleda Zia concering

See page 11 col 5

Three transport
owners' assocs

oppose strike
from May 16

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of three transport
owners' assoclations opposed
yesterday the transport strike
for indefinite period from May
16 and urged the owners and
workers to ply their vehicles
during the strike.

The press conference was
jointly organised by
Bangladesh Truck Owners' As-
sociation (BTOA). Bangladesh
Covered Van Association
(BCVA) and Transport Agency
Owners' Association (TAOA) at
the National Press Club.

They also urged the leaders
of the transport organisations,
who have called the strike, to
withdraw the strike and to
solve the problems through dis-
cussion

They demanded of the gov-
ernment to stop police harass-
ment, build new truck termi-
nals and ease renewal process
of route permit and fitness cer-
tificate. The leaders expressed
their gratitude to the Home
Minister for taking effective
[measures 1o stop extoruon.

Fair and systematic trade
union is not a threat to the
transport owners, the leaders
said adding treacherous leader-
ship based on toll collection
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Advani's remark
on Kargil war

induces Congress
walk-out

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHIL May | 1: Indian
Home Minister L K Advani's
perceived comparison  between
Indian army's victorles in the
1971 war against Pakistan that
led to the emergence of
Bangladesh and in Kargil con-
flict last year triggered a heated
debate followed by a walkout by
the main opposition Congress
and Left parties in the Rajva
Sabha, upper house of Parlia-
ment, yesterday.

Advani, in reply to a call at-
tention motion on internal se-
curity problem with reference
to Jammu and Kashmir state,
said the Indian army's victory
in Kargil against Pakistani
forces and intruders was differ-
ent from all other victories in
the past.

He said Kargil was a victory
for India both on the battlefield
as well as on the diplomatic
front where India succeeded in
winning the opinion of the en-
tire international community
in its favour. 3

Veteran Congress member
Karan Singh sharply reacted to
Advani's remarks and said it
was not correct to 'berate’ Indi-
a's victory in 1971 as it was not
only a military triumph but
also led to the birth of a new
nation

Advani said there was ng
question of comparing between
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RAJUK COMMERCIAL PLOT

AUCTION NOTICE

This is for information of all intending persons that most suitable

(1) Commercial plot No. 8 in the Sector No. 3 of Uttara Model Town,
|Phaka measuring more or less 10 Kathas (2) Commercial plot No. 28
of Kabi Farruk Sarani Road of Nikunja (North) Commercial area
|measuring more or less (ten) Kathas (3) Commercial plot No. 41 of
|Sector No. 13 of Sonargaon Janapath Road measuring more or less 10
{(ten) Kathas (4) Commercial plot No. 24 of Kabi Farruk Sarani Road of
{Nikunja, (North) Commercial area more or less 10 (ten) Kathas (5)
|Commercial plot No. 5 of Road No. 2 of Motijheel Extension
Commercial Area, Dhaka measuring more or less 10 (ten) Kathas will
be leased out for 99 years on open auction.

Prescribed application form to be obtained with terms and
conditions from Sonali Bank, Rajuk Branch on payment of Tk. 500/-
(five hundred) in cash only (Non-refundable) from 21-5-2000 to 30-5-
2000 during office hours and will be received by Deputy Director

[\ (Estate) from intending persons up to 1.00 PM on 31-5-2000.

| The auction will be held every day at 11.00 AM on 01-6-2000 for plot
No. 8 mentioned at SI No (1) on 05-6-2000 for the plot No. 28
mentioned at SI No (2) on 6-6-2000 for the plot No. 41 mentioned at Sl
No. (3) on 7-6-2000 for the plot No. 24 mentioned at Sl No. (4) on 8-6-

2000 for the plot No. 5 mentioned at S| No. (5) in the conference room
(3rd floor) of Rajuk Bhaban, Dhaka.

DFP-10839-7/5
L

Chairman

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Dhﬂkﬂ

ADB links loans with

reforms, governance

US$ 1.5 billion to be disbursed
over the next three years

By Statt Correspondent

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) has outlined a USS
1.5 billion lending scheme for
Bangladesh over the next three
yvears (2001-2003), but linked
actual disbursement with re-
forms, good governance and
implementation capacity.

Al a press briefing yesterday,
an ADB mission, on a 15-day
visit since April 26 in connec-
tion with the preparation of the
new Country Assistance Plan
(CAP) for Bangladesh, disclosed
this.

The visiting ADB mission
also expressed I1s concern over
Bangladesh's foreign exchange
reserve position and slow pace
of reforms and asked the gov-
ernment to maintain a sound
macroeconomic policy,

“The actual disbursement
will depend on the progress of
reforms In different sectors and
the efficiency of project imple-
mentation by the %mrvrnnwnt."
sald Rajat M Nag, Deputy Direc-
tor of ADB's Programmes De-
partment (West) and a member
of the visiting ADB Country
Programming Misslon.

DB Resident Representa-
tive Suphit Suphiphiphat,
Principal Country Officer and
Mission Chief Sudipto Mundle,
Programmes Manager Kazu
Sakai also spoke on the occa-

¥
F

sion

The visiting officials said
that accomplishment of the
targeted CAP goals would re-
quire significant improvement
in governance. The ADB has
alerted the government about
the large and growing fiscal
deficit and in particular, low
forelign exchange reserve posi-
tion, they added.

The ADB mission has just
concluded discussion with the
government, major stakehold-
ers of the civil society and de-
velopment partners for formu-
lating the CAP.

According to the new plan,
Bangladesh will receive USS
000 milllon annual assistance
from ADB, USS 200 million up
from the earlier amount, of
which USS 350 milllon will
come from ADB’'s soft loan
window -- Aslan Development
Fund (ADF) -- with 1.5 per cent
interest rate. The remaining
S8 150 million will be from
Ordinary Capital Resources
(OCR) with an annual interest ol
6.5 per cent.

“This is the lirst CAP that
has been prepared after the gov-
ernment and ADB signed a
Poverty Reduction Agreement
ot April 3 during ADB Presi-
dent Tadako Chino's visit to

see page 11 col 4

Former civil servant

or a judge?

The prime minister has de-
cided to unilaterally naminate
the new chief election commis-
sioner.

However, whether a former
bureaucrat or a judge should be
given the job is still an open
question, ruling party sources
said.

The prime minister has al-
ready communicated to
Khaleda Zia last night that fol-
lowing the opposition leader's
refusal to the offer to sit for a
dialogue, she will now "proceed
constitutionally." The consti-
tution allows the PM to unilat-
erally nominate the person for
CEC and advise the president to
give the appointment

By Nurul Kabir

A central working commit
tee meeting of theruling Awami
League is expected to discuss the
appointment this afternoon,
including whether the person
should be a judge or a retired
civil servant

“Since the opposition has re-
jected prime minister's offer for
a discussion on the issue, we are
now free to go ahead with
proposing a name to the presi-
dent,” said an Awami League
presidium member,

“dn so doing, the party lead-
ers are examining three op-
tions: to continue with acting
chief election commissioner
Moshtaque Ahmed Chowdhury
for some time; to give the job to

a retired bureaucrat; or to ap-
point a Supreme Court judge.”

Some ruling party leaders
believe there is no legal bar for
Moshtaque Ahmed (¢ howdhun
o continue as the acting CEC
for some ime

“When (Mohammad
Hena went on leave, he g:
Chowdhury the charge of chief
election commissioner until he

Abu

gave

joined the office. Now that Abu
Hena has resigned, Chowdhury
can continue until a new CEC is
appointed,” said another pre-

sidium member, on condition
of anonymity

Parliamentary aflairs ad-
viser to the prime minister
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