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- close in on Jaffna town

LONDON, May 10: Sri

~ Lanka's Tamil Tiger guerillas

ured a highly strategic
gﬁ%‘ e today just three kllumge-_
tres from the northern town of
Jaffna, the rebels said in a
statement here, reports AFP.
The separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
sald they took the Navatkuli
bridge after intense fighting
with government troops defend-
ng affua. the main town on

rthern Jaffna peninsula.
thc-{;‘lit;rre fighting flared up In

the vicinity of Jalina town
when the combat formations of
the Tamil Tigers launched a
massive offensive assault on
three fronts in the early hours
of the morning today.” the
statement said.

In Colombo, the government
said Tamil Tiger guerillas un-
leashed waves of suicide
pombers to breach army de-
fences in the strategically vital
porthern Jaffna peninsula to-
day. triggering intense battles.

Suicide cadres of the sepa-
ratist Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) mounted
simultaneous assaults on mili-
tary lines at Thanankillappu
and Ariyalai, just five kilome-
tres from Jaffna town.

“Although there were a large
number of casualties among the
attackers, LTTE human waves
continued to assault without
any respect for the lives of ju-
nior LTTE cadres.” the govern-
ment statement said.

It admitted the guerrillas
had breached "a few gaps (n the
armmy defences" at Ariyalal.

"At present intense fighting
continues in Ariyalal sector,”
the statement said, adding exact
details of casualties on either
side were not known,

Troops rushed in reinforce-
ments after a large number of
Tigers mounted the pre-dawn
assaults. the statement said.

Ground troops were sup-
ported "effectively by the ar-
tillery and air” while the guer-

 Uric acid linked to heart

disease death: US study

CHICAGO, May 10: Increased

Alcwls of uric acid in the blood-

-

A stream signal an increased risk

of death from heart disease, ac-
cording to a study published on
Tuesday, reports Reuters.

The association is stronger
among women than men, and
among blacks than whites, but
why the link exists is not
known, said the report from the
Albert Einstein College of
Medicine in New York.

The study, published in this
week's journal of the American
Medial Association, was based
on a study involving 5,926 peo-
ple whose uric acid levels were
measured initially from 1971 to
1975. Over an average follow-up
period of 16 years there were
1,593 deaths in the group, of
which nearly half were form
heart disease.

The researchers found an as-
sociation between uric acid lev-
els in the blood and the later
heart disease deaths.

"We believe that these data
add to the large body of litera-
ture supporting a strong, signif-
icant, specific and independent
association of serum uric acid
to cardiovascular mortality.”
the report said.

"This association is stronger
among women than men and
among blacks than whites; and
it is independent of diuretic use,
cardiovascular risk status or
menopausal status. The mech-

isms by which (high uric acid ..
leyels) might be linked to heart -

disease are unknown."” it added”

"Nevertheless, we believe the
available data, when consid-
ered in total, favors the view
that serum uric acid is a useful
contributor to the determina-
tion of cardiovascular risk,” it
said.

Uric acid is a waste product

resulting from the breakdown
of nucleic acid in the body. Most
of its passes through the Kid-
neys where it is removed from
the bloodstream.

Abnormally high levels ol
uric acid can cause gout and
kidney stones. Uric acid levels
are also linked to high blood
pressure and obesity, both ol
which are risk factors for heart
disease.

"Nature mdrte aux tulipes,’
a portrait by Pablo Picasso
of his mistress Marie-

Therese Walter, sold for 26

million US dollar at

Christie's Spring 20th Cen-

tury Art Sale on Tuesday.
— AFP photo
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Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Custom House, Chittagong

Tender Notice

invited from
experienced firms for servicing including "auto start’
of manual generator (50 KVA) of Asaikuda Speed
Project of Chittagong Custom House. Tenders should
ped in tender box kept at the office chamber
of the undersigned at or before 12-00 Noon of 24-5-
2000, which will be opened on the same day at 12-30
PM in presence (if any) of the attending tenderers.
Earnest money refundable at the rate 2.5% (two &
half per cent) of the total quoted amount should be
submitted with the tender in the form of DD/Pay Order
from any scheduled bank in favour of Commissioner
of Customs, Custom House, Chittagong.

Schedule consisting rules & regulations/terms &
will
Administration Section of this office on payment of
Tk 400/- (four hundred) only (non-refundable)
through Treasury Challan to Sonali Bank, Custom
House Branch, Chittagong. If, under any circumstance
the office remains closed on the date of submitting
tender, then tender can be submitted on the next
The Commissioner of Customs reserves
the right to accept or reject any
authority is not bound to accept the lowest tender. It
may be noted that paper cutting (original copy) of the
respective newspaper should be produced belore

Joint Commissioner of Customs
for Commissioner of Customs
Custom Housc

—

QT TS HIZW

interested/

be available from the

tender and the

Md. Nasir Uddin

Chittagong.

rillas were using artillery and
mortar bombs on army posl-
tions guarding dJafina, the
statement sald.

The attack came a day after
parliament was told that the
drive against the LTTE could be
completed soon {f each of the
225 legislators sent 100 able-
bodled men from each con-
stituency, officials said.

They quoted Energy Minis-
ter Anuruddha Ratwatte as say-
ing they needed over 20,000
men to strengthen the security
forces defending Jallna.

"l only ask each MP to send
100 young men to the army.”
Ratwatte was quoted as saying.

The Sri Lankan military
strength is currently estimated
at 120,000, while estimates put
the number of hardcore Tamil
Tiger fighters between 5,000
and 10,000.

The government also re-
sponded to the raging battles In
the north by raising taxes on
liguor and cigarettes, ordering

WASHINGTON, May 10: US
government space and ocean
monitors indicate the end Iis
near for La Nina, the weather
pattern that has dominated the
globe for the past two years and
is blamed for increased hurri-
canes and drought in the United
States, NASA said on Tuesday,
reports Reuters.

La Nina, an area of cold wa-
ter in the Pacific Ocean, "ap-
pears to be on its last legs" and
will have a difficult time sus-
taining itself much Innf::r. na-
tional Aeronautics and Space
Administration climate re-
searchers said.

"As expected, the La Nina
reached a maximum in inten-
sity during January 2000 and
has been waning ever since.,”
said David Adamec, research
oceanographer at Goddard
Space Flight Centre in Grenbelt,
Maryland.

La Nina is Spanish for "the
girl child" and refers to exten-
sive cooling of the central and
eastern pacific ocean, having
the opposite effect of El Nino, or
“the boy child."

Last month, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) said La

La Nina on the wane

price Increase between five and
10 percent.

The finance ministry said it
hoped to raise an additional
1,500 million rupees (20 mil-
lion dollars) from the new taxes
that will go directly to finance
the government's war effort
against the Tiger rebels.

The government has already
n-.-.mum-g] extra ordinary powers
under emergency laws and im-
wsed censorship, banned pub-
le meetings and given sweeping
powers to police and troops to
arrest and detaln suspects.

Ratwatte told parliament
Tuesday that 358 government
soldiers were killed and an-
other 349 were missing in (wo
key battles on the Jaffna penin-
sual. He said the casualties were
from the Elephant Pass army
camp, which fell to the LTTE
guerrillas on April 22

Fhe minister sald another
2 368 soldiers were wounded In
the clashes.

Nina would linger to at least
August, leaving the United
States with warmer than nor-
mal temperatures this spring
and summer, and some Mid-
western and Great Plains states
with continued extremely dry
conditions.

Temperatures soared to their
highest levels recorded by
NOAA for the January to March
period this year.

NASA said its spacecraft had
also shown that since March,
La Nina's cold surface water was
being replaced by water that
was 4 degrees F (2 degress C)
warmer than normal off the
coast of South America. The
current length of time for the
warm water patch was begin-
ning to affect the atmosphere by
weakening the trade winds off
South America, NASA said.

"Should the current trends
continue and the winds con-
tinue to weaken, there is poten-
tial for processes to be set in
motion that will allow the
warm water in the western pa-
cific to enhance and expand the
surface warming that has al-
ready taken place in the eastern
Pacific Ocean," the agency said.

Afghan rivals agree
to ceasefire

RIYADH, May 10: The two
warring sides in Alghanistan's

- civil war agreed on:Tuesday 1o a °

ceasefire and prisoner ex-
change, paving the way for a
possible settlement between the
ruling Taliban and its oppo-
nents, reports AP.

The agreement was ironed
out in talks being held under
the auspices of the Organisation
of Islamic Conference in Saudi
Arabia's Red Sea port city of
Jiddah, where the OIC's head-
quarters is located.

The deal would immediately
put into force a ceasefire and al-
low the Geneva-based Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross to carry out its humani-
tarian work under OlIC supervi-
sion, said a source from the or-
ganisation.

Tuesday's agreement repre-
sents a step toward a compre-
hensive settlement to the

Afghan pragblem, according (o
the OIC source.

The anndbuncement of a deall
comes just days after the United
Nations warned of heavy fight-
ing imminent in the coming
weeks in Afghanistan. On
Thursday, the UN Securily
Council expresscd fears that the
warring groups were preparing
for new olfensives.

But the Taliban dismissed
the warning, saying they were
cominitted to achieving peace
and would not initiate any
fighting. The hard-line Islamic
regime accused the opposition
of wanting to destabilise the
government and continue the
War

The United Nations still
recognises the ousted govern-
ment of Burhanuddin Rabbani,
who controls barely 10 per cent
of the country.

Visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan

(R) i1s

greeted by his Japanese counterpart Yohei Kono before

their

meeting at the

[ikura

guesthouse in Tokyo

yesterday. Tang arrived in Tokyo on a four-day official

visit,

Chinese FM

— AFP photo

begins Japan visit:

Chinese Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan began a four-day
official visit to Japan on Wednesday that Tokyo hopes would
help to improve often prickly ties, Reuters reports from Tokyo.
Topping the agenda are talks alined at setting a date for a
visit to Japan later this year by Chinese Premlier Zhu Rongji.
Tokyo had wanted Zhu to come before the Group of Eight sum-
mit meeting to be held in Okinawa, southern Japan, in July. In
February, China refjected Japan's Informal suggestion that jt

take part in the G8 summit,

Turkish troops kill 9 Afghans:

Turkish soldiers killed niné Afghans and woundéd five when
they opened fire on a group trying to cross into Turkish

territory from Iran, the
Wednesday, reports AFP.

the

Turkish-lranian horder

Anatolla

news agency reported

The Incident occurred late Tuesday near the northern tip of
close to

the eastern town of

Dogubeyazit, said the agency. Turkish troops opened fire on a
group of 153 Afghan immigrants when they refused to obey
verbal warnings to stop, It added. The remaining 139 i(m-

migrants were detained.

7 drown as ferry

sinks In Vietnam:

Seven people, including an eight-yvear-old child, were killed
when an overloaded ferry sank on a river close to the northern
ort clty of Halphong, police said Wednesday, AFP reports from

lanol,

The captain, who survived, is still being held for questioning

over Sunday's sinking, they said.

| 3 military chicfs

resign in
Ecuador

QUITO, Ecuador, May 10:
The heads of Ecuador's Navy,
Air Force and Joint Chiefs of
Staff all resigned on Tuesday
and government sources cited
their opposition to a plan to
free soldlers behind a January
coup, reports Reuters.

he resignations came dur-
ing a military trial of the for-
mer head of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Gen. Carlos Mendoza, and
117 mid-ranking officers for
their parts in a brief, bloodless
coup that overthrew democrati-
cally elected President Jamil
Mahuad in January.

The govermment ol President
Gustavo Noboa has asked
Congress to approve a pardon
for the men in a debate begin-
ning today — a plan that the
three officers who have resigned
were known to oppose.

Government sources, who
asked not to be Identified, con-
firmed to Reuters that the three
left because of their opposition
to the amnesty.

“This decision by the three
generals is an act of dignity, re-
ally a personal sacrifice,” said
Defence Minister Hll%ﬂ Unda,
without giving more details on
the reason for the move.

The three who resigned were
Telmo Sandoval, head of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Enrique
Monteverede, head of the Navy,
and Air Force chlef Ricardo
Irigoyen, the government sald
in a news release,

A copy of computer school
identification photo shows
Onel de Guzman, a possible
suspect
the "ILOVEYOU" virus that
infected computers world-
wide. De Guzman had sub-
mitted a thesis to the AMA
Computer College in Manila
for a program that would
help steal other people's
computer passwords and it is
believed that the thesis may
have been used in the cre-
ation of the virus, according
to a report yesterday. The
school disapproved de Guz-
man's thesis because it was
illegal and the student
failed to graduate.

— AFP photo
Artiste of
peace

PARIS, May 10: UNESCO
late Tuesday named Chinese ac-
tress Gong Li an "artiste of
peace" at a ceremony held at the
organisation’'s headquarters
here, reports AFP.

The 34-year-old actress, who
chaired the jury at the recent
50th Berlin Film Festival, was
honoured "for her contribution
to cultural diversity and to
harmony among peoples”.

In a speech, UNESCO direc-
tor-general Koichiro Matsuura
praised Gong Li for helping to
"build a bridge between cultures,
languages and generations” and
expressed pleasure that the UN
Educationai, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation could
"call on her service".

In Berlin, Gong Li presented
her latest film, Sun Zhou's
"Piao Liang ma ma" (Breaking
the Silence) in which she plays
a "mother courage" confronted
with her child's deafness.

Elected one of the world's
most beautiful women by the
US magazine People, Gong Li is
cosmetic company Oreal's star
model

Ruling party
begins poll
assembly
in Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10:
Malaysia's ruling party today
opened its triennial election as-
sembly with a warning that the
party was losing its influence
among the majority ethnic
Malays, reports Reuters.

Deputy Prime Minister Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawi, address-
ing the United Malays National
Organisation’'s (UMNO) women
and youth wings, urged mem-
bers to change their ways to
stop the slide,

"The voting pattern among
Malays Is a warning bell that
UMNO's Influence is being
threatened,” Abdullah sald, re-
ferring to the November 1999
seneral elections where sizeable
1alay votes went to the opposi-
tion.

“The reality demands that
we think serfously and identify®
the source of this weakness, as
our own community, especially
the younger generation, has less
faith in the party,” he said.

UMNO is the main party in
the multi-ethnic Barisan Na-
sfonal (National Front) coali-
tion, which has governed
Malaysia since independence
from Britain In 1957

Political analysts say the
LUIMNO polls are more signiti-
can! than general elections,
which Barisan Naslonal has
always won easily.

in the creation of

British soldiers set up position in Freetown on Tuesday. British troops evacuating for-
eign nationals from Sierra Leone could stay in Freetown to help the United Nations
bring in reinforcements, but will not formally join the UN force as combat troops, British

foreign Secretary Robin Cook said yesterday.

FREETOWN, May 10: Sierra
Leonean pro-government
troops have recaptured the
strategic town of Maslaka,
ki\ling 20 rebels of the Revolu-
tionary United Front, military
chief Johnny Paul Koroma said
today, reports AFP.

Koroma, a former junta
chief who has rallied to Presi-
dent Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, an-
nounced on a private radio sta-
tion that the Sierra Leonean
Army and ex-junta soldiers had
seized back Masiaka, 65 kilo-
metres east of the capital.

The government troops also
seized a vehicle and a large
quantity of ammunition, Ko-
roma said.

UN peacekeeping troops had
to withdraw from Masiaka on
Monday after running out of
ammunition in a fight with
unidentified assailants, a UN
spokesman acknowledged here
late Tuesday

Koroma said pro-govern-
ment forces were now advanc-
ing north to Lunsar, on the road
to the rebel stronghold town of
Makeni.

Koroma led the Armed
Forces Revolutionary Council
that took power in May 1997 be-
fore being ousted by the Nige-
rian-led west African ECOMOG

force, which has handed over to

the UN peacekeeping mission
UNAMSIL.

— AFP photo

Troops recapture town in
Sierra Leone, kill 20 rebels

The AFRC is now allied with ¢
what is left of Slerra Leone's!
regular army '

It was previously allied with !
Foday Sankoh's RUF, but they’
fell out, particularly after,
Sankoh sidelined Koroma!
when he signed a peace pact |
with Kabbah In July last year,
and later took responsibility /
for the country's rich mineral’
Seclor. .

Sankoh himself went miss-
ing Monday f[ollowing blood-
shed outside his Freetown
house during a peace march
against RUF members who have
taken hundreds of UN soldiers
he Stage

Philippine rebels move
to new hideout

JOLO, Philippines, May 10:
Filipino Muslim extremists
have moved to another hideout
with 21 mostly foreign hostages
after breaking through a mili-
tary cordon, the military and
officials confirmed today, re-
ports AFP.

“The reports that reached us
was (the hostage-takers) were
able to pierce through an MNLF
(Moro Natijonal Liberation
Front) camp and we are having

this investigated,” military
chief General Angelo Reyes
said.

‘'We are inquiring into this,
he told reporters.

Reyes said all the hostages
were moved out by the rebels
from their nn‘%inal hideout in

tres away 1o the Patikul area in
Jolo island in southern Philip-
pines.

Roberto Aventajado, a senior
aide to President Joseph
Estrada, said the negotiators
held their first talks with the
rebels Wednesday near Patikul

The hostages were not pre-
sent during the talks

The top government nw%mm-
tor Ghazali Ibrahim and an-
other mediator, former Libyan
ambassador to the Philippines
Rajab Azzarouq. were accom-
panied by government doctor
Nelsa Amin although she did
not participate in the meeting
with the rebels.

Amin met separately with
an Abu Sayaf leader to discuss

hostages.

“The hostages were near the
area where Dr Amin had met
with the leaders (of the Abu
Sayvaf) along a highway near
the Patikul beach,” Aventajado
said

Philippine and Libyan nego-
tiators returned from their first
meeting with the Abu Sayyaf
guerillas having failed to win
the immediate release of 57-
vear-old teacher Renate
Wallert. who suffers from high
blood pressure

"Theyv said thev needed an-
other 24 hours to decide on
that.” said presidential adviser
Roberto Aventajado, sent by
Estrada here with a jet to fly the
German hostage to hospital in

Talipao area about 20 kilome- the health condition of the Manila il necessary
Four troops Bangladesh Power
killed 1n Development Board
Kashmir e >S5 @F O WR
SRINAGAR, May 10: Sus- ——— orrEet =T
pected Islamic militants blew _“‘/}75 ?___ _
up an army vehicle with a land - - L I T d
mine in troubled Kashmir In\”tatlon Of Oca en er
Wednesday, killing at least four . : : e - Fhe olisiblatig tor 'Hich
soldiers and critically wound- Sealed Jocal tenders are invited trom the r.l1;H.l':u bidders [ E-1 gl
"-'lg lllrfhe (‘}lllerS 11{-(:- ';'Id.].[:i re- E‘F"L'{.‘d lntl'rnt'l .'Xt-kxl.."‘""". to thk' Oifnces [« [ t:'..:!ﬂ:‘._:.'-,‘ld-k‘““ FOWETD
orts AP o8 | | Development Board according to the following schedule: 3
5 The ;:iueri]]ag H'iggt‘d the SL‘L"pt‘ of work T'rL'l."Un‘l:iﬂ are wanted from bonahde VS5AI
gue

land mine as the vehicle
reached Nihalpora Pattan, a
village 30 kilometers (20 miles)
north of Srinagar, the summer
capital of Jammu-Kashmir
state, police said.

Two civilian passersby were
wounded by the shrapnels.

No militant group has so far
claimed responsibility for the
attack. The army immediately
cordoned off the village and be-
gan a house-to-house search for
the attackers.

More than a dozen militant
groups have been fighting to se-
cede from India since 1989

India accuses Pakistan ol
training and arming the mili-
tants. Pakistan denies the
charge and says it only provides
moral and diplomatic support
to the rebels.

India and Pakistan have
fought two wars over control of
Kashmir. A showdown in May
last year in icy peaks of Kargil
took them to the brink of an-
other war.
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on payment of Taka 1,000

submitted with tender
Tender will be

their representatives it any

received nor it will be du.'l.'t"*h‘xi

Biddut /lana-2038(5) /99-2000
C.1)-428

Operator (Provider) for turnkey solution in dedicated High-Speed

Internet Access to U‘ml-;]ada~|1'i‘~~x-.ur Development Board (BPDB)
headquarters in Dhaka

Eligibility of provider: Provider must be a licenced VSAT Operator
from Bangladesh Ministry of Post and Telecommunications

PDB rL-.-quuw dedicated 24 hours 7 davs Internet Access to s

headquarters at a Bandwidth of 64 kbps and 128 kbps full arcuit. The
Internet Access will be connected to
without any dial-up process using phane line :
initially for the duration of 1 year for the first phase and could be
extended up to 5 years. Proposal sh
and 128 kbps independent of each

ould be submitted for both 64 kbps

A complete set of tender document may be i‘uu‘h:—:wd from the

office of the Director of Purchase, Power Deve

floor, WAPDA Building, Motijheel up to

. (Taka one thousand only) in the shape of

Pav Order in favour of Director, Purchase
"A bid bond equivalent to 2.5%

Proposal must be submitted to

Purchase. 9th floor, WAPDA Building, Dhaka

received up to 11.00 AM and will be opened at

11.30 AM on 24th May 2000 in presence oOf the intending bidders or

render shall neither be sent L*} .
opening dav. Offer sent by Post/ Telex DHL/FAX will neither be

PDB's existing internal LAN
L he contract will be

other with detailed company

) opment Board Oth

23rd Mav (in the otfice hour)

PDB, Dhaka _
ot the t"“t'ft»j Price shall be

[ irector ot

post nor it will be sold on the

Director, Purchase
BI'DB, Dhaka
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| T/2000 service drop cable!
_| dated 25.04.2000 | (4mm2) | |
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TTK. 1000.00
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Bangladesh Power Development Board

INVITATION OF LOCAL TENDER

1. Local sealed tenders are invited by Bangladesh Power Development Board from renowned
Manufacturers for the Procurement of the following materials for 16-Town Power
Distribution Project, Phase-II as detailed below:
Description of
Equipment

P———— e

1 N L‘l er
Receiving and
| Opening Date
D _- b S N

22 .05.2000

Costof

|
lender |

o d

e — S —— e E

ay be purchased from the office of the Project Director, 16-Town
Power Distribution Project by the interested bidders on submission of written application and upon
payment of non-refundable fee of taka as mentioned in co ]
of Bank Draft/Pay Order in favour of Project Director, 16-Town Power Distribution Project, BPDB,

lumn-5 above against the tender in the shape

3. A bid bond equivalent to 2.5% of the offered price shall be submitted with tender.

4. lender will be received in the office of the undersigned up to 11.00 AM and will be opened at 11.15 AM
in the prescribed date as mentioned in column-6 above in presence of the intending bidders or their
representatives, if any. Tender shall neither be sent by post nor it will be sold on the opening day. Otfer
send by Post/ Telex/DHL / Fax will neither be received nor it will be accepted.

Project Director
16-Town Power Dist, Project
BPDB, Dhaka
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