& b

e TN S

@he Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali
Dhaka, Tuesday, May 9, 2000

A Concern for the Region

OW it is a cliff-hanger for Sri Lanka, even by

the standards of her high vulnerability to
trouble. The government forces have been left
beleaguered in the north-east since last month
when the LTTE overran Elephant Pass, the gateway
to Jaffna where the rebel Tigers would like to
establish a separate state for themselves. So

talk in India for makin
in the shape of food an
to the encircled Sri Lankan troops.

Lankan accord fraught with the prospect of an In-
dian military-intervention in the insurgency-rid-
den island more than a decade ago India now re-
fuses to 'burn its fingers' there anymore.

and spokesman for the Vajpayee government, has
ruled out use of any 'military option' by his coun-
try: but it is possible that India could be drawn into
the vortex whether she wants it or not. There is an
ethnic Tamil presence in the southern part of India
which also has been a refuge for Tamils from Sri
Lanka. The Indian prime minister has convened a
meeting among leaders of all political parties to
formulate a consensual response to the latest turn
of events in Sri Lanka.

Especially after Rajiv Gandhi's assassination in
a suicide bomber attack, India woke up to the risks
of nurturing a Frankenstein in the Tamil mili-
tants. One has to therefore lend credence to India's
express ‘respect for the territorial integrity and
sovereignty' of Sri Lanka. It will also be important
to bear in mind the objective reality that a solution
to the Sri Lankan tangle has to come from the peo-
ple of that country. An imposed recipe would only
compound the situation.

While Kumaratunga could be credited with hav-
ing been diligent for a peace or autonomy deal with
the LTTE she blew it too hot with a bad war en-
trapped, as it were, in the extremist design of Prab-
hakaran.

Whatever her mistakes, our affinity lies with the
legally constituted government of Sri Lanka whose
sacred responsibility it is to defend the territorial
unity and integrity of the small island nation. our
co-traveller in SAARC. The desperate situation in
Jaffna peninsula bears the portents for an inter-
nal conflict escalating into an external flash-
point. The name of Israel has come up while those
of India and Pakistan figure anyway in relation to
each other. It will be worthwhile to look into the

prospect of a regional initiative to bring to bear on

the ethnic confrontation in Sri Lanka by way of

bringing a speedy end to it.

Insufferable Rallies

T so happens in our country that celebration or
observance of any event has to feature a

decorative procession through the busy streets in

the capital city. This creates huge traffic jams

causing immense ineonvenience to the commuters.
The' Pétrobangla procession

_ on Sunday in
observance of the Gas Safety Weck is a case in
point. The few minutes of a two-row procession of a
few hundred emplovees and officials of the state-
owned enterprise led up to some hours of traffic
congestion, that, too, on a weekday. On legal
consideration as well, it was a violation of the
Municipal Act and. also, the infamous Public
Safety (Special Provision) Act. On the whole, it was
a classic case of an awareness campaign stretched
a little too far. Besides, it may also give rise to
misgiving in public minds about equitable
enforcement of existing laws.

Traffic congestion in the capital city has as-
sumed horrendous proportions over the years. In-
adequate planning, enforcement failure, an all-
pervasive tendency to violate rules and regulations
etc have pushed the traffic system on to the verge of
a complete breakdown. Since we have constraints
as regards expansion of physical infrastructure, we
have to make optimal use of whatever resources we
have. Towards that end, we could surely do without
such hindrances as rallies and processions on the
streets — political, cultural, and what have you. By
no means should over-enthusiasm of a group or or-
ganisation be allowed to spell trouble for thou-
sands of people for hours together.

rallies, processions or any such programmes, par-
ticularly on weekdays. There could be some conces-
sions made, however, for awareness building pro-

rammes or on special occasions but these should
Ee held on weekends and, that too, after prior an-
nouncement made through the print and electronic
media about their timing and routes. The state-run
establishments and corporations should set an ex-
ample for the rest to follow.

Cheery News

MOKE-spewing autorickshaws may soon be-

to liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) from the conven-

overpowered and helpless the government security
forces appear to be at the moment that there is even
humanitarian assistance

medical supplies available

Wizened by the torrid experience of an Indo-Sri

Promod Mahajan, Indian information minister

Ideally, therefore, we expect city streets free of

come environment-friendly by swifching over

tional fuels like petrol and mobil. Kudos to the
technology innovated by the technical develop-
ment department of the Bangladesh Army. The
Prime Minister herself witnessing the demonstra-
tion of LPG-run autorickshaw on Sunday morning
at the Dhaka Cantonment urged the Army chief to
explore ways for its extensive use. Director of the

relevant department claimed that LPG-run au-
torickshaws will have a 34 per cent reduction in
fuel cost besides reducing air pollution. A 25-litre
LPG cylinder costing Tk 300 can give a 400 kilome-
tre run for an autorickshaw which can be consid-
ered cheap compared to the cost of conventional
fuel. The time and cost for conversion are also very
reasonable. Use of LPG will help sharply reduce
lead and carbon monoxide contents in the air.
According to reports about one lakh autorick-
shaws ply the roads of Dhaka city alone posing
great health hazards for the commuters as well as
the citizens. We hope the authorities will not rest
on the oars of a lonesome success, rather they will
complete the task of conversion sooner than later.
We expect that the government, specially the envi-
ronment and energy ministries will coordinate to
make the project a success. Arrangements should
be made to make the LPG cylinders available in all
the petrol pumps of the city first and then in the
districts. And the conversion kit, which will cost
around taka eight thousand should be available at
various points of the country, While wholeheart-
edly welcoming this most needed technology we
would like to sound a note of caution against im-
porting any further two-stroke engines in the

country to the detriment of national health.

OR the Indian National
Congress, crisis is a way of

life. But perhaps never be-
fore In living memory has the
party been so directionless as it
is today,

Take the question of a
“minfimum credible nuclear de-
terrent”. After initially
“congratulating” atomic sclen-
tists, the Congress opposed
Pokharan-Il. Its prominent and
responsible leaders, Including
Dr. Manmohan Singh, articu-
lated an anti-nuclear stand,
There was talk of reviving the
1988 Rajiv Gandhl Plan for

lobal disarmament. A range of
eaders were clear that a
“minimum deterrent” will not
Hve India security. One heard
iscordant voices, but the Con-
gress’s broad opposition to nu-
clearisation remained valid.

However, what has happened
since the Clinton visit defies
such simple {lescrilptlnn. Ac-
cording to Mr Pranab Mukher-
jee, Ms Gandhi told Mr Clinton
that India bad “the right” to a
minimum nuclear deterrent.
But he was contradicted by
Congress spokesperson Afit
Jogi, by Mr Alyar and again by
Mr Anil Shastri. Meanwhile,
‘senior” Congress leaders have
been anonymously calling for a
reassessment of the party's nu-
clear policy.

On all available evidence,
Ms Gandhi did not say what Mr
Mukherjee alleges. But “sources
close to her” have not refuted it
convincingly, She herself chose
to be silent when confronted by
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee in Parlia-

OPINION

Lurching Towards Disaster

~ Congress Crisis Worsens

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi
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Currently, the Congress’s stance ::m the e
agendas, or relations with Pakistan is u

alternative perspectives. It cannot accommod

centrists, soft-Hindutva t

nclear.

pes and hard secularists.

ment. If Mr Mukherjee dis-
torted the truth, then he has got
away lightly. This reflects the
ventriloquism in the party,
whose senior leaders rarely dis-
cuss policy and whose central
Parliamentary Board has re-
mained unconstituted for years,

It Congressmen are at all se-
rious about the Rajiv Gandhi
Plan, they must recognise that
an Indian nuclear deterrent (s
incompatible with (ts spirit. If
its three-phase sequence is to
have any meaning, then the
first phase must involve a
freeze on the Indian and Pak-
Istanl nuclear programmes at
the threshold, along with re-
straint by others.

Many Congressmen hesitate
to take an unambiguous stand
against nuclear weapons. Some
privately talk about the need
“to build a national consensus”
(read, let's agree on a small nu-
clear arsenal). This is not sur-
prising. Nuclear nationalism
seems like a “safe” position to
take.

What is surprising is that

Ms Gandhi is squandering an
opportunity to assert hersell at
a critical juncture—before nu-
clear weapons are fully manu-
factured, inducted and de-
rinyed. It is her fajflure that she
148 not even had the issue dis-
cussed within the Congress
Working Committee, hammer-
ing a cogent position.

Even more ungainly s the
confusion in the Congress over
alliances In West Bengal. It took
the form of the official candi-
date being defeated through an
understanding between the Tri-
namool Congress and “rebel”
MLASs encouraged by some cen-
tral Congress leaders. Although
there was an aggregation of the
vote of the “parent” party, the
Congress’s vote fell from 15 to
13 per cent between 1998 and
1999, This contrasted with a
national rise of almost three
percentage points,

That is where Ms Mamta
Banerjee and Mr L.K. Advani.
both fired by hatred of the Left,
invented the mahajot, an om-
nibus alliance between Tri-

conomy, foreign policy, fashmir, minority rights, social
If the party aims to be in power, it must develop
ate fanatical free-marketeers and left-leaning

————

namool, the Congress and the
BJP. Several est Bengal
Congress leaders were inclined
o join the mahajot—at the risk
of splitting the party. Ms
Gandhi tried in contradictory
ways o reach a compromise,
including putting up Congress
candidates apainst the BJP, but
allying with Trinamool.

The mahajot In all its ver-
slons has no democratic man-
date. The Congress fought the
last two elections in West Ben-
gal against the BJP-Trinamool
alllance. Crude arithmetic says
jointly, the BJP's 11.2 per cent
vote, the Trinamool and Con-
gress's joint 39.3 per cent could
exceed the Left Front's 46,7 per
cent. But the Congress and
BJP's bases clash. ang-up
aFalnst the Left is likely to put
off undecided voters and some
Con%ressmen who will never
join hands with the NDA, jeop-
ardising this arithmetic.

It would be politically suici-
dal for the Congress to join any
opportunist alliance witli 1ri-
namool or other NDA compo-

e ———

nent., The Congress cannot af-
ford the stigma of compromis-
ing with communalism. The
NSA'S fulcrum Is the BJP—the
Congress's principal enemy. It
is in contradiction to the BJP's
ideology and politically pro-
jects that the Congress must de-
fine itsell.

The Congress and the Left
parties may have their differ-
ences, but these are not as basic
as those with the BJP. The BJP
alone among our major parties
rejects Indla’s fundamental
identity as plural. It roots itself
in Hindutva's “cultural nation-
alism”, Despite being disparate,

arties like the Congress,
gamajwadi. TDP. DMK and the
CPM share the similar funda-
merntal, foundationally secular-

pluralist framework in their
politics.
It is disgraceful that parties

like the TDP and DMK have
joined hands with the BJP and
ij:n it respectability. It would

e colossally shameful for the
Congress to reduce itself to such
narrow forms. That would

mean vacating the secy pace
within the pglitlcal :pli;f.rum.

Today, when the Co
barely In revival mgélé' ?;ﬂ sw:r;

St
s Gandhi would -ad-
vised to attempt ullllg; llml ?l?:
West Bengal unit by allowin
any alllance with Trinamoo] }
would be preferable to bring
about a split on terms thay
favour secular politics—terms
which she can control. Without
hard decisions. the Congress
perhaps cannot carry on. It {s
organizationally and polit.
cally in a mess. Instead of
building a collective leadership,
Ms. Gandhi is allowing the
Congress to drift,

urrently, the Congress's
stance on the €conomy, foreign

policy, Kashmir, minority
rights, social agendas, or rela-
tions with Pakistan is unclear.
If the party aims to be in :
it must develop alternative per-
spectives. It cannot accommo-
date fanatical free-marketeers
and left-leaning centrists, soft-
Hindutva types and hard secy-
larists.

In its best period, the
Congress was an umbrella
party of different classes, inter-
est groups and lobbles, but with
definite character and pro-
gramume. In today’s fragmented
politics. the need for an ideol-
ogy and programme is even
greater. The Congress cannot
afford the luxury of speaking in
different voices: semi-mahajot
in West Bengal and an anti-BJp
platform nationally. That op-
tion Is closed.

Don't Destroy the Only Institution Left to Seek Redress

by Md Nazrul Islam

OTHING seems to be
working in this country
properly or in its usual

way. Economy is stagnant, cor-
ruption is the main inspiration
for work in most government
offices, terrorism and muscle
power are the best means for
earning money: dishonesty,
hypocrisy, immorality, false-
hood and appeasement are the
ways to rise in political as well
as bureaucratic career. Except-
ing a few beneficiaries not a
single person from any class or
sphere of the society, be it rural
or urban, is safe or secured in
any respect.

Despite all obstacles, pres-
sure and apprehensions, Judi-
ciary, especially the Higher Ju-
diciary, has so long been hon-
oured and held by the people in
general in high esteem. This
has so far been considered to be
an' entity ‘beyond the touch of
the evil forces’ that have in-
fected almost all the avenues of
society and administration. In
real sense Higher Judiciary is
the only institution still left
untainted where aggrieved peo-
ple can seek redress. But some
recent developments surround-
ing the judiciary have seized the
conscious citizens with alarm
and apprehension.

Series of recent incidents
concerning the death sentence
of Kkillers of the Father of the
Nation hang over the horizon
as an ominous cloud covering
the entire nation with dark and
evil shadow. Such incidents
would bring no good either to
the nation in general or to the
political parties, or to the Judi-
ciary in particular. The horrific
murder of the Father of the Na-
tion along with of his most

family members and the details
of the conspiracy and act of
murder as revealed from the
proceedings of the trial court
are very heart-rending and un-
Eardouable indeed. Any human
eing with even an iota of con-
science cannot but seek pun-
ishment for such heinous
crime, It is unfortunate that for
a period of 20 years trial
against this crime was not al-
lowed by Indemnity Act pro-
mulgated by an unconstitu-
tional government.

However, at last the trial was
conducted by repealing that act,
neither by a special court nor by
a tribunal, but by a normal
court under the existing law. Af-
ter a long deliberation the hon-
ourable court had passed ver-
dict. Now it is the jurisdiction
of the High Court to see whether
the judgment of the lower court
would be upheld. The then Ses-
sions Judge of Dhaka passed the
verdict in November '98 after
trial convicting 15 army offi-
cials, awarding them death sen-
tence. Four out of those convicts
preferred to appeal to the High
Court and the remaining 11 are
absconding. According to law,
carrying out the death sentence
is subject to confirmation by
the High Court. The aforesaid
appeals would be heard along
with the death reference.

Though more than 17
months have gone since the
passing of the verdict by the
lower court, no regular hearing
of the case could be made possi-
ble in the High Court. Bench af-
ter Bench of the High Court Di-
vision had refused to do it on
various procedural grounds or
for the reasons of feeling em-
barrassed. Supporters of inde-

pendence struggle, especially
the Awami League leadership
aind workers who have some
emotion and sentiments at-
tached with the issue became
skeptical and lost their pa-
tience, All of a sudden they em-
barked on an agitation against
the Higher Judiciary to press
for quick implementation of

‘the verdict af]gainst the Kkillers.
To express their rage Awami
League supporters even brought
out a huge “lathi micchil”
(procession with stick in hand).

The aspect that makes the con-
scious people concerned here is
the presence of a good number
of Ministers and high ranking
leaders of the ruling Awami
League, each uttering harsh
languages against the Higher
Judiciary.

In a country like ours every-
one is awadre of the' strength of
the party in power and:if‘that
party leadership inspire its
men to wield lathi to realise
demand, what will others do?
We understand from the state-
ment and threats of the leaders
that their demand is not only a
quick hearing of the case, they
also want quick implementa-
tion of the verdict of the lower
court. This clearly amounts to
intimidation. Such an agita-
tion against judiciary is un-
precedented anywhere in a
democratic civil society. The
leader of the sitting government
should have been more cautions
in expressing reactions. What-
ever acclamation Awami
League had earned by conduct-
ing the trial of the case in an
ordinary court under the exist-
ing law of the country happens
to be obliterated by such action.

Capitalising on the issue,
orpnsluon liaison committee is
also now preparing themselves
to launch counter agitation
against Awami League, thus
completing the full cycle of the
game in all respect. But we re-
quest everyone to be cautious
that this type of activity sur-
rounding the Higher Judiciary
would benefit nobody but only
destroy the only Institution

still available for seeking re-
dress,

We cannot but say something
about the judiciary also. Our
Honorable Chief Justice in his
recent speech on "Judicial In-
tegrity” in Vienna has termed
an independent judiciary as the
‘conscience-keeper of the state”.
According to him, "Its strength
lies in the command the judi-
ciary has over the hearts and
minds of the people. The real
squrces, of strength is publi¢
conpfidence in the, institution it-
self. Its transparency and pre-
dictability must be of a higher
level so that people can have
confidence in a court of law".

True, a case that bears the
weight of national importance
of a sensitive nature with the
majority of the people attach-
ing a lot of emotions and sen-
tinents to it should receive spe-
cial care and attention not in
the sense of judgement but as a
priority as we all know that jus-
tice delaved is justice denied. In
a period of 17 months. govern-
ment attorneys have ap-
proached alinost half a dozen
Benches to admit the case only
to be rejected again and again.
At last some leaders of the party
in power lost their nerves and
reacted in a very bad manner.
As a latest development (April

Baby-taxis to stay!

Sir, It has been the headline
news of our dailies over and
again in the recent days that
Dhaka is the most polluted city
in the world. It is not safe to
breathe in this city. The air is
poisonous to say the least. As
has been revealed from studies
conducted by several national
and international agencies,
15000 people of this metropoli-
tan city die every year and
thousands more, mostly chil-
dren, either suffer from deadly
diseases or face the danger of re-
tarded growth because of air
pollution and the major source
of this air pollution is the two-
stoke engine auto rickshaws,
popularly know as Baby taxis.
Yet the government seems to be
least concerned about it. It was
not long ago, probably not more
than a year ago, when we sighed
relief at the news that the gov-
ernment had finally decided to
ban these vehicles from 2001.
Although we had at that time
criticised the idea of extending
the time limit up to 2001 allow-
Ing more people to face death or
disease for another three years.

But we are now shocked to
hear (Dally Star, April 27, 2000)
that the government has de-
cided to reverse their earlier de-
cision. They are now thinking
of converting these vehicles
Into CNG ones instead of impos-
ing ban on their import. It now
seems that the vested interest
groups, In collusion with some
corrupt bureaucrats and un-
scrupulous politiclans, have
almost succeeded in finding
ways to wreck the whole Issue,
All our hue and cry, all the news
headlines, editorials, seminars,
workshops to curb air pollution
and save the lives of millions of
our city dwellers seem to have
falled to make any headway in
the right direction or leave any
impact in the minds of our pol-
icy makers. We have no words
to condemn such a move,

We are back to where we left
a year ago. The Idea of convert-
ing fifty thousand baby taxis
into CNG ones at a cost of Tk
20000 to 250000 each Is imprac-
ticable, if not ridiculous. If our
yast experience is of any gulde
}ur future forecast, such a pro-

ject can not and will not see the
light of the day. And then, what
about the sound pollution? Do
we remain content with a deaf
population?

The only answer to this
problem is to ban the 2-stroke
engine vehicles now and right
now uiless we want to head for
a total disaster. Why not our
leaderships take lesson from
Delhi or Katmandu and act in
the manner, they did in a simi-
lar situation instead of bluffing
the people. Any dilly-dally on
this issue will only help in the
systematic annihilation of our
future generation by slow but
steady poisoning. An elected
government can ill afford to
remain indifferent to a human
tragedy of such magnitude.
They must act firmly and
courageously in the greater in-
terest of the entire population.

The argument that with-
drawal of baby taxis will create
transport problem in the city is
baseless. They can be easily re-
placed by buses and taxi cabs in
no time. Yes, the employment
problem of fifty thousand baby
taxi drivers and the loss of in-
vestment of the owners of these
vehicles will have to be looked
into. They must be adequately
compensated for the loss so that
they can look for employment
or investment opportunity
elsewhere. How much will it
cost to the government exche-
quer? Any cost is worth saving
human lives in nillions.

Cﬂ{)[ Hussain Imam
Zahldur Rahman
75, Indlra Road.,
Dhaka

Journey by an

overloaded bus

Sir, The shocking accident
in which 50 people died and
over 150 injured was the banner
headline in DS on 29 April.
Here 1 would like to share a
practical experience as to how
the Inter-district buses operate
while overloaded,

In 1997, I had to travel to Bo-
gra and bought a ticket in the
morning of a bus claiming to be
"sitting service and gate lock”
type. As soon as the bus crossed

the gate of Gabtali Bus Station,
it stopped and a crowd started
entering the bus. The Conductor
did not intervene inspite of the
loud protest of the sitting pas-
sengers. So some of the passen-
gers left their seats and pushed
these people out. The Conductor,
obviously in league with these
people, started pleading with us
to show mercy to theses "poor
people of North Bengal”. Not
being able to enter, the mob
climbed on the roof of the bus
and made themselves comfort-
able. The Conductor started
pleading with us that they had
taken the bus on a "charter” and
would not be able to pay the
owner unless allow standing
assengers. But we did not re-
ent.

The bus driver was obviously
very experienced in driving
overloaded vehicle; the top-
heavy bus was swaying from
side to side but he handled it
deftly. All went well till we
reached Arichaghat. The mob
on the roof climbed down and
the bus was taken across to Na-

arbari ghat by BIWTC Ferry.
Jere, the Conductor played a
foul trick on us. Gullible that we
were, we agreed to let the roof
passengers stand Inside for
‘only ten minutes" so that the
bus can cross the Police check-
post without any hassle. Once
inside, these people virtually
took over the bus and we were
totally at their mercy. The Con-
ductor was nowhere to be seen,
As we proceeded more people
climbed on the roof. The bus
proceeded perilously overloaded
upto Sherpur and only Allah’s
mercy and driver's skill saved
us from any accident.

Iskander Meah
Gulshan North, Dhaka

Security provided
by the local ISP

Sir, This relates to your
news item of hacking in the
BRAC Internet system and the
issue of security of the users
("System of Local ISP Hacked",
30 April 2000). These issues are
hardly discussed in Bangladesh
and | think the Internet users
are paying exorbitant prices for

ISP services for
nothing.

Let me share an experience
with my ISP. | have been a user
of a well-reputed ISP (not BRAC)
and just today I reported them
of a connection problem | was
having for a couple of days. |
called the support system and |
was asked to provide my user-
name and password! When
asked why do I need to provide
my password the agent said that
it does not matter because he
has access to the Internet round
the clock. It seems that it never
came to him that he could eas-
ily pass this information to any
of his buddies for a free ride.

virtually

There are larger issues than
this, which should come up in
different forums. For example,
how much export of software
has increased due to removal of
tax on computer imports? How
can e-commerce develop with
existing security and appalling
condition of the banking sys-
tem? In many ways the IT sec-
tors in Bangladesh has gone
wild —- no regulation, no policy
but only profiteering at the cost
of the society,

An Internet user
Dhaka

Prayer room of

Subarna removed

Sir, After quite some time |
had traveled to Chittagong from
Dhaka on 27/4/2000 by Sub-
arna Express train. To my utter
surprise, the service of Subarna
was found deteriorated to some
extent. Inexcusably, the prayer
room was also found abolished
although there were Azan for
Maghreb and Esha prayers as
usual. 1 simply do not under-
stand how a prayer room can be
abolished after its introduction
in a Muslim country where
hundreds of Muslim passengers
travel daily.

Would the rallway authori-
ties kindly look into the mat-

ter?

M A Quasem Chowdhury
45, Dilkusha C/A,
Dhaka-1000

25, 2000), a reconstituted Bench
has enlisted the case for hear-
ing placing it at the bottom of
12 listed cases. The apprehen-
sion still remains as to whether
the hearing will be completed
within the tenure of Awami
League in the office. Awami
League apprehends that if they
don’t come to power by winning
the next election, these killers
wu:;ld most likely be exoner-
ated.

We understand that a Judge
discharges his duty with a con-
stitutional pledge to "do right to
all manner of people according
to law without fear or favour.,
affection or ill will”. But in our
layman's eves when we see a
case being bypassed by Bench
after Bench, with Judges after
Judges feeling embarrassed we
cannot but be sceptical as 1o
whether the above pledge is re-
au;.:' being honoured’ préperiy.
' ] i 1 Vi ’ ; 1

We may quote here Lord Den-
ning who said, "Justice is rooted
in confidence, and confidence is
destroyed when the right
minded go away thinking that
the judge is biased.” We don't
want to say anything about this
bias, but the question of confi-
dence is very much there. In the
past we have seen one Justice
addressing a news conference
with a youth leader of a particu-
lar political pdrty sitting beside
him, we have seen some Justices
assuming the post of Head of
State, and in the process giving
validity to unconstitutional
military autocrats. we have
seen a retired Justice contest for
the position of the President
with the support of political
parties, .
Recently we have read re-

ports in newspapers about the
suspension of an Additional
Judge and filing of departmen-
tal cases against 23 judicial of-
licers for corruption. We may
quote further from our Hon-
ourable Chief Justice himself
who states, "Corruption is al-
leged to be most rampant in the
case of bail petition. In most
cases it is not the merit of the
case but the money spent for the
police, corrupt officials and ju-
dicial functionary that is deci-

sive”. ... "corrupt practices are
said to be prevalent in cases
that involved allegation of

murder. It is indeed difficult to
find out strong evidence of cor-
ruption against a particular
judge.” However, though in-
stances as mentioned above de-
files the highest seat of judi-
ciary sometimes. the people

still respect and hold it in high
estee. o]

All of us therefare; sfluuld at ﬂ

once refrain from all such acts
that may defame and defile this
highest seat of Judiciary and
anything that may shake peo-
ple’s confidence and trust in the
judiciary. Destruction of judi-
ciary will fulfil the dreams of
the anti-liberation and anti-
people forces and the vested
quarters and agents who want
to gain political mileage
through chaos and anarchy.
None of us should be party to
this dangerous ploy. Finally we
may end with a warning note
again from the Honourable
Chief Justice, "Judges of the
higher courts without public ac-
countability may endanger
democracy itself." We hope
nothing like this will happen to
our fragile democracy.
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A Bad Share Day

and bad days on the stock market. The other day was a bad

THE truth is that even for rich people there are good days

day. and billionaires lost a bundle. How do rich people deal

with bad days? This is my guess.

Bill Gates comes home from the office and his wife senses
something is wrong. "What happened?" she asks while putting

his Microsoft slippers on.
‘I lost S12.1 billion today.”

Mrs. Gates says, "That's terrible. Does this mean I can't re-
cover the couch in the living room?”

"You can't — I'm not made of money.”

'If you Kkeep losing in the stock market, I am never going to

get the living room done."

Bill says, "If we do the couch, I'll have only S71 billion."
Mrs. Gates replies, “It doesn't hurt to spend a few bucks to

make the house look pretty.

Just then the phone rings. Gates says to his wife, "It's Steve

Ballmer. He lost $3.7 billion in Hong

Kung."

Mrs. Gates says, "What's the big deal? Tell him al of us lose
some and win some — as long as we don't lose our private

planes.”

Bill Gates says, "Steve wants to know if he can borrow a cou-
ple of billion so he can fix his driveway.”
Just then the doorbell rings. It's Charles Ergen of EchoStar.

who has lost S1 million. He has a racehorse tie

to him. He savs

to Gates, "Would you like to buy the next Kentucky Derby win-

ner?"

Gates says, "I'm tapped out. 1 can't even afford a

fight my antitrust case.”

- There is disappointment on Ergen's face.

paralegal to

It was your case

that made the market take a nosedive. The least yvou can do is

buy my horse.”

The next one to show up is Henry T. Nicholas 3d of Broad-
com, He says to Gates, "I know it isn't big bucks to you, but | lost

S939 million yesterday.”
‘Not to worry." Bill says,

wanted to refurbish

the market goes up."

‘I'm not in great shape, either. I
my yacht, but I'm going to postpone it until

Henry says, "It's not me — it's my wife. She's afraid that she is

going to have a bad hair day.”

Gates says, "Henry, the only thing you can do is cut back on

your more expensive

. wines and skip the truffles on your salad.
Look, we're in a business where one day you're u

and the next

day you're {n the sewer. That's what being a billionaire (s all

about."

‘Suppose | lose a billion in the market? Will that hurt my

credit?”

‘It doesn’t matter as long you get respect on the Internet.”
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