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Pak, SA tours
of SL to go

ahead

COLOMBO, May 5: Cricket
tours by Pakistan -HIII South
Alrica to Sri Lanka will go
ahead as scheduled beginning
June despite the country bein

ut on war status to fight Tami
iger rebels, reports AP

"The government will not
object to the matches being
played. These tours are a com-
mercial venture,” sald Rienzie
Wijetilleke, chairman of the
country's cricket board,

Wijetilleke was quoted as
saying in the state-run Dally
News that the only concern was
that the two countries would
have reservations about secu-
rity situation in Sri Lanka. "But
I think the tour will go ahead as
planned.” he told the newspa-
per.

The government has in-
voked the Public Securities Act
empowering police and mili-
tary to take any action to save
the sovereignty of the country
and imposed censorship after
putting the country on a war
status. The military is ﬂghtin%
Tamil Tigers, who have saic
they will try to retake Jaffna,
their former capital.

Sri Lanka's 17-yvear war is in
the north and the east, although
the rebels have targeted
Colombo to either kill political
opponents, cause economic
hardship to the government or
to dramatise, their homeland
campaign.

The matches are to be played
in Colombo the port city of
Galle in southern Sri Lanka
and in Kandy in central Sri
Lanka.

The Pakistani team is due on
June 8, while South Africa will
arrive on July 3. Both coun-
tries, are scheduled to play a se-
ries of three Tests against Sri
Lanka and also participate in
one-day triangular tourna-
ment.

“Malik ready
for mquiry

KARACHI, May 5: Pakistan's
former cricket captain Salim
Malik sald Friday he was ready
to face any inquiry on match-
fixing and rejected reports that
he was planning to quit the
country for good, reports AFP.

“l am in Pakistan and will
remain in Pakistan until all
the inquiries clear me,” Malik
told this news agency from La-
hore.

Malik, the central character
in Pakistan's match-fixing con-
troversy, is one of two players
who faces a life ban from the
game.

Malik Mohammad Qayyum,

a judge of the Lahore High Court
who headed a judicial probe
into bribery and match-fixing

allegations in Pakistan cricket
reportedly said his recommen-
dations after a vear long in-,
quiry included a life ban on Ma-
lik and leg-spinner Mushtaq
Ahmed.

Mushtaq is on the West In-
dies tour with the Pakistan
team.

‘I went to England for per-
sonal work but my detractors
were again quick to drag my
name into wrong things,” Malik
said.

Australian cricketers,
Shane Wame, Mark Waugh and
Tim May, claimed Malik of-
fered them bribes to play poorly
during Australia's tour of Pak-
istan in 1994.

Latif criticises
cricket bosses

KARACHI, May 5: Pakistan's
former Test captain Rashid
Latif said Friday the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC) had
done paper work instead of any-
thing “"concrete” against the
menace of match-lixing, re-
ports AFP.

"They have once again
formed committees like they
did last year, they have not
done anythin% concrete,” said
Latif, a central figure in match-
fixing controversy in Pakistan.

“They had formed a commit-
tee in January 1999 but it never
held any meetings until now,’
he said.

Latif said in a statement he
had set up an internet website
on match-fixing.

"Anybody who wants to read
evidence can surf my site
rashidlatif.8k.com -- and in a
short time there will be some
startling news on match-fixing
on the site.” he said.

The site will provide evi-
dence recorded by Judge Malik
Mohammad Qayyum's inquiry
commission in Pakistan during
1998-1999, he said.

“I will not spare those who
have polluted the sacred game,
nor will I leave cricket,” Latif
said.

Latif also criticised 1CC pres-
ident Jagmohan Dalmiya.

Evidence of former Pakistan
captains Imran Khan, Javed
Miandad, Aamir Sohall and
Rameez Raja and of Ataur
Rehman and Aaqlb Javed will
be availlable on the site, he
aclded

Kafelnikov fails
on clay again

PALMA, Spain, May 5: A su-
per-motivated Juan Ignacio
Chela of Argentina ended top
seed Yevegeny Kafelnikov's In-
terest in the second round of the
500,000 dollars Mallorca Open
here on Thursday, reports AFP,

When rain interrupted their
match Wednesday night Kafel-
nikov had struggled to take the
first set 7-5, while Chela, who
showed his form when he
claimed the scalp of seventh-
seed Tim Henman in the Monte
Carlo Masters Series event a
fortni ago, had run away
with the second 6-0.

The third stood all square at
3-3 but it took Chela just eight
minutes to rattle off three quick
games and win that and a place
in the next round 6-3.

during their 26th Professor Abdur Razzak
the NSC yesterday.

Dewan Shahidul Amin Tipu (R) thinking over his next move against Abu Suﬁnn Shakil
National Chess Championship engagement at
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German Cup final

COLOGNE, Ger-
many, May 5:
Stung 2-0 by Real
Madrid In the
opening leg of the
Champions Lea-

ue senit hnal Bayern Munich
haw dragged themselves back
home for a game they are not
keen to play: the German Cup
Final against Werder Bremen,
reports AFP.

It is one of the most presti-
jous events in the German
ootball Federation's calendar
but the Cup has lost a lot ol its
shine in recent years.

An over full season of Euro-
pean commitments has left lit-
tle time or interest for it among
Germany's top clubs.

Bayern Munich have bigger
fish to fry. Manager Uli Hoeness
has firmly stated that the club's
absolute top priority is the
Champions League, a burning
ambition for Bayern after last
year's bitter last minute defeat
by Manchester United, and all
else will be sacrificed for it.
That, he insists, means the
German Cup.

“"We were far too nervous and
held back too much,” Bayern
president Franz Beckenbauer
added after the Real loss.
"There's no point in even
coming here if you are only go-
ing to give 20 percent. Still next
week's return leg game and the
Champions League remain our
top priority. You can forget
about Saturday (the German
Cup final). No one cares about
that.”

The problem is not the Cup
itself but its timing. Tradition-
ally the German football season
comes fto'an end on a muggy
Saturday in Berlin's Olympic
stadium, a cathartic end to 10
draining months of football.
This year though, to accom-
modate UEFA's European
championships in Holland and
Belgium where out-of-form

Germany will be the defending

champions, national coach
Erich Ribbeck requested the
Bundesliga season be reorgan-

ised to give him more time to
prepare the squad.

That has meant the German
Cup final being wrenched out of
its usual place in the calendar
and squeezed in two rounds be-
fore the end of the regular sea-
son.

That is bad news for Bayern
Munich because the final now
comes right in the middle of
their two Champions League
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against Real

semi final games
Madrid.

Once this became apparent a
few weeks ago Uli Hoeness was
scathing in his eriticism.

He slammed the DFB for
their lack of foresight - DFB
spokesman Wolfgang Niersbach
calls it "unfortunate” schedul-
ing - and has even threatened to
send out a reserve squad Satur-
day evening to protect his big
guns for next Tuesday's do or die

Bayern couldn’t care less

return leg battle against Real.

“That's all just tactics by
Hoeness,” Bremen star Marco
Bode said. "l reject claims the
German Cup is not worth any-
thing any more. Hoeness is al-
ways annoyed when he loses -
like last vear., Bayern will give
100 percent and send out their
best team.”

Maybe, because revenge is
the best motivation of all. Sat-
urday's final will be a repeat of
last year's.

Twelve months ago Bayern
entered the final as hot
favourites but they eventually
lost in a penalty shoot out, clear
evidence of broken spirit and
psychological scarring caused
by the Lazarus-like job Manch-
ester United did on them days
earlier in Barcelona,

Bayern manager Hoeness
doesn't forget things like that
quickly, especially against old
foes like Werder Bremen.

‘It is always especially sweet
for Hoeness to beat Bremen. He
enjoys those wins more than
any other," Bayern defender
Markus Babbel ‘%dl(l

"Sometimes we get pald a
bonus for {l:.ffdtin;_{ Bremen.
They are his favourite club to
beat."

"Last year there was criti-
cism because the Cup final was
played two weeks after the Bun-
de a!rqu season ended.

“Now there are other people
complaining. Personally |1
think this year's arrangement
is better than last year's.

"My biggest worry is concen-
tration. Normally you get but-
terflies before a final. This time
though, we are coming straight
from the Champions Leéague
game in Madrid.

“That means we won't even
have a chance to think about
Bremen until Thursday and
that takes away any butterflies
Our sense of anticipation and
excitement for the final are
completely gone."

IMMBURG May
Playing for the
ﬁrst time in six
months, defend-
ing champion
Venus  Williams
edged into the quarterfinals of
the Betty Barclay Cup on
Thursday with a 6-7, 6-2, 6-2
victory over Romania's Irina
Spirlea, reports AFP.
Looking slimmer after the
lengthy break caused by ten-
dinitis in both her wrists, the
second seeded American strug-
gled to find her game in the first
set.

Her serve especially was a li-
ability as she struck nine dou-
ble-faults, with four of those
coming in the tiebreak. She
also rushed many of her shots,
in particular her returns.

After failing to win three
break points in the second game
and another at 2-1, Williams
found herself in trouble at 3-3.

She held off four break
points in that game, and when a
double-fault gave Spirlea an-
other break point to lead 6-5
Williams was forced to scram-
ble to reach a drop-shot and
convert it Into a winner.

But once she had surrendered

American Venus Williams

the first set tiebreak, Williams
snapped into a higher gear

Striking the ball more posi-
tively she broke Spirlea three
times in the second set, and a
further break to love at the be-
ginning of the third was enough
to discourage Spirlea and set
Williams firmly on the way to
victory. ;

Her incentive to win? "I did-
n't want to play just once. I have
some new dresses to wear.” she
said.

Williams has the ability to
change the course of a match
when she feels she is not play-
ing up to her potential, and that
is what led to the turn-around

She dismissed the specula-
tion that arose when her father
Richard recently said he
thought she should retire

In other matches, former
champion Arantxa Sanchez Vi-
cario had to work harder than

she expected to overcome fellow

Spaniard Magui Serna 6-3, 7-6.

Her opponent broke to lead
5-3 in the second set and served
for it at 5-4 before Sanchez Vi-
cario rallied. The number four

seed fafled to close out the
match when serving at 6-5, but
then eased lhrnugll the

Rusty Venus reaches gtrs

tiebreak.

"She didn't miss as much
and | didn't move the ball as
well as in the first set. and 1

missed a couple of easy shots
when | tried to force her!

Sixth seed Anna Kournikova
used the same tactics that she
employed to dispose of her first
round opponent as she swept
aside Sarah Pitkowski of
France 6-3. 6-0.

A heavy forehand combined
with some exquisitely executed
dropshots gave her the upper
hand against an enthusiastic
but less gifted opponent, and
earmed her a quarterfinal clash
with top seed Martina Hingis.

Seventh seed Anke Huber
joined fellow German Andrea
(Glass in the last eight with a 6-

|, 6-3 win over Belgium's
Sabine Appelmans.
Glass, a wild card entry,

edged past Tatiana Panova of
Russia 7-6. 6-3. Third seed Con-
chita Martinez of Spain strug-
gled past Bulgarian qualifier
Lubomira Bacheva 6-4, 5-7, 6-4,
and eighth seeded South
Alrican Amanda Coetzer beat
Anne-Gaelle Sidot of France 6-
1. 6-4

i

makes a backhand return against Irina spirlea of Romania

during their Betty Barclay Open in Hamburg on May 4.

—AFP photo

Sport

Astan U-16 gua]ifiers
BFF picks 36
players

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Football Federa-
tion has selected 36 under-16
players for a residential camp
ahead of the Asian Under-1]
Champlonship Group Two

ualif t:lg round to be held in
ama pur, India from June

The selection was made from
90 booters thruuﬁh a six-day
trial that concluded at the Sher-
e-Bangla National Stadlum In
Mirpur on April 26.

he camp will start at the
BKSP from May 8.

The selected players have
been asked to report to BFF at 2
pm,

Players: Amjad, Munna, So-
hag, Masiur Rahman, Atiqul Is-
lam, Sirajl, Ahsan Kabir, Mo-
hammad Amin, Mohammad
Tareque, Malek, Mohammad
Hasan, Aminul, Ruku, Khochi.
Shipon, Hadi, Ferdous Alam
Murad, Mohan, Parvez, Enam.
Kalser, Masud, Shah Alam
Nadim, Al-Amin, Pappu, Ma-
sudul Islam, Polo, SaIIP:I Ujjal,
Raju, Makbul, Sohel and Syed
Hossain Surat.

Comilla Zilla
zonal champs

From Our Correspondent

0 e _
:%ki Grindlays
National School Cricket |

CHITTAGONG,
Comilla Zilla
Chitte
the A
schools cricket tournament to-
day.

In the final match held at

May D:
School became
nng Zone champlions in

Z Grindlays Bank inter-

MA Aziz Stadium, Comlilla
Zilla recorded a 62-run victory
over Police Institute of Chit-
tagong.

Sent in to bat first Comilla
scored 165 runs for the loss of 8
wickets in the stipulated 30
overs.

In reply, Police Institute
were all out for 103 runs in 23.4
overs,

Sabir Masum of Comilla was
adjudged man-of-the-match for
his all round performance.

Earlier, Selim Abedin
Chowdhury, member of BCCB
and general secretary of Chit-

tagong Divisional Krira
Sangstha, inaugurated the
match,

Yusuf Gani Chowdhury,

newly elected vice-president of

CJKS, gave away the prizes as
chief guest.

BRIEF SCORES

COMILLA ZILLA SCHOOL:
165/8 in 30 overs (Khalifa 25,
Rasel 24, Majumder 23, Hasan
22, Apu 17, Jewel 13, Masum
12: Noman 3/18, Azam 1/4,
Tipu 1/20, Bappi 1/29 and Rubel
1/40.

POLICE INSTITUTE: 103 for
all in 23.4 overs (Shabib 28,
Rubel 15, Ikram 14, Subrata 8;
Masum 3/18, Shawon 2/26,
Rasel 1/4, Sohel 1/11, Khalifa
1/23, Kishore 1/26).

Result: Comilla Zilla School
won by 62 runs.

Schools' v’ball

Semis today

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh International
Tutorial (BIT) of Gulshan
moved into the girls’ semifinals
of the IT Excel schools’ volley-
ball tournament defeating
Agrani Balika Bidyalaya by two
sets to nil at the volleyball
court adjacent to the Banag-
bandhu National Stadium yes-
terday.

In the another match, Green
Herald beat Dhanmondi Girls’
School by an identical margin.

In today's semifinals, BIT
Uttara will take on Green Her-
ald while Viguarunnessa Noon
School will face BIT Gulshan

In the boys’ group, BIT Ut-
tara beat Jatrabari Ideal High
School by 2-0 sets to book a
place in the last four. BIT Gul-
shan also moved into the semi-
finals with an identical win
over Gandaria High School.

BIT Uttara will meet Math-
ertek Abdul Aziz High School in
today's first semifinal while
BIT Gulshan will take on South
Breeze in the other one

Chawla claims

Innocence

LONDON, May 5: A busi-
nessman wanted for question-
ing by Indian police over the
Hansie Cronje match-fixing
scandal declared his Innocence
on Friday, reports AP,

Sanjeev {'_.‘Llum'la. a London-
based clothing importer, is al-
leged to have been the man
whnsv incriminating telephone
call to the South African cap-
tain was secretly taped.

It was that call that eventu-
ally led to Cronje admitting he
took money from a bookmaker
in return for giving match in-
formation in l%‘e biggest scan-
dal to hit the proud old game of
cricket,

Cronje was stripped of the
captaincy and lost lhlw place on
the South African team while
independent investigations be-
san into match-fixing in South

frica, England and India.

Chawla, 32, disappeared al-
ter the allegations were [flirst
made in India but he was in-
terviewed by the tabloid Dally
Express on Friday.

'l have never met Hansle
Cronje and certainly have
never given him any money as
it has been claimed,” he was
quoted as saying.

‘I am innocent and have
done absolutely nothing wrong
and 1 am being chased and has-
sled for nothing.

The Duily Sor

Former heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield (L) and his challenger John Ruiz (R)
pose with promoter Don King the press conference at the Caesars Palace on May 4.

—AFP photo

ACB's means to stay
free from corruption

MELBOURNE,
May 5: Australian
cricketers will be
asked to sign a
public undertak-
ing stating they
are clean of corruption before
every Test and one-day series,
reports AFP.

While the documents have
no legal binding, moral and
ethical standards placed on

players were lauded as the
world's toughest by the Aus-
trallan Cricket Board (ACB) to-
day

Players and officials *will
sign the undertakings to remind
them of obligations and provide
the public a guarantee matches
would be played on merit, ACB
chief executive Malcolm Speed
sald

Speed revealed five initia-
tives to ensure corruption failed
to take a hold in Australian
cricket

In addition to the public un-
dertaking, the ACB resolved to

* Appoint a special investi-
gator charged with probing cor-
ruption in Australia who Speed
hoped would have “very little to
do."

* Call a meeting of other Aus-
tralian sporting bodies to dis-
cuss corruption in sport

* Immediately adopt penal-
ties decided by the Interna-
tional cricket council at a meet-
ing earlier this week and;

* Expand the ACB education
program to include every State
cricketer, academy inductees
and under-19 players, adminis-
trators, umpires and even
groundsmen.

'We're ahead of the rest of the

world In respect of the processes
that we have in place and that
we will put in place,” Speed sald.

The public undertakings
were intended for "moral®” and
"ethical” reasons but not to cre-
ate a legal responsibility, he
sald

It's an undertaking to the
public that the game is going to
be played on Its merits.” Speed
sald.

Australian Cricketers' Asso-
ciation president Tim May said
the undertakings would also be
a constant reminder to players
agamst corruption

Reuters adds from Svdney
that ACB ruled out a review into
the case of Shane Warne and
Mark Waugh who were fined
five years ago for providing
weather and pitch information
to bookmakers

The pair were sanctioned af-
ter supplying the information
during Australia's 1994 tour ol
Sri Lanka but the matter was

not made public until Decem-
ber, 1998
ACB chief executive Mal-

colm Speed said there would be
no review as Warne and Waugh
had already been tried

The ACB formally adopted
the International Cricket
Council's (ICC) mandatory life
bans on plavers lound guilty ol
match-fixing, announced
Wednesday after an emergency
[CC meeting at Lord's

(311

In a statement the ACB also
said it would convene a confer-
ence with the leaders of Aus-
iralia’'s other major sports to
identity common strategies (o

tackle corruption in sporl

Scene from the [T

Excel Schools volleyball competition
match between Agrani Balika Bidyalaya and BIT Gulshan

| {irst

Vaughan uncertain

England delay
training

LONDON. May 5: Englan
have cancelled a planned train-
ing camp ahead of the first Tes
agdinal Zimbabwe in order to

e players more match prac-

tlcr' with their own county
teams, reports Reuters.
England coach Duncan

Fletcher said on Thursday ex-
cessive rain during April ha
meant little cricket bein
played and it was decided play-
ers would gain more effective
preparation for the first Test b
playing county matches. |

"We want to give the England

players another chance to get
valuable middle practice, lo
batsmen to get runs in competi
tive situations and for bowlers
to bowl long spells,” Fletche
said.

The training camp had bee
scheduled for May | 1 13 but the
squad will now meet at Lord™
on May 15 to prepare for the
Test which starts thre

| days later

| Matthew

‘Meanwhile, middle-orde
batsman Michael Vaughan is i
doubt for the first Test againsg
Zimbabwe after retiring hurl
with a suspected broken finge
on Thursday.

Vaughan. one of the con
iracted England plavers after
promising debut in the losing
series against South Africa,
scored 155 for Yorkshire
against Derbyshire. He left the
field after he was struck by
Cassar on his lef
hand

Zimbabwe's stand-in bowl-
ing coach Jeff Thomson tol
The Sun the tourists had a g
chance of beating England in
the two-Test series

M 1 was Zimbabwe. | would-
n't lose any sleep over England,
said the former Australia fasl
bowler. "Apart from Australia
the overall standard is rub-
bish.”

Holyfield- Ruiz
bout June 10

LAS VEGAS, May 5: Evande
Holyfield and John Ruiz did
their best Thursday to sell thei

June 10 bout as a legitimate
heavyweight title fight, reports
AP

Just to be sure the point wa
made promoter Don King dic
his best to help.

| guarantee you this figh
will be a better would champi:
onship fight than Lewis ant
grant,” King said. "That figh
was a farce.’

Holyvfield and Ruiz got to:
gether for the formal an
nouncement of their fight fol
the WBA portion of the Theavy
weight title, only five days afte
Lennox Lewis demolishet
Michael Grant in less than tw
rounds to retain the other twe
major portions of the title

AUS federal court orde
stripping Lewis for defendin
his title against Grant instea
of Ruiz, the WBA's top con
tender. means the heavyweigh
title is fractured once again

Both fighters used the Lewis
Grant rtht to justify their rea
sonimg that Lewis should hav
to vatate the title for not light
ing the top contender

at the court near Bangabandhu National Stadium Lewis thought Grant shoul@
VPStE‘I‘[iH‘L _S[ﬂr P}‘lﬂlﬂ. ALY bhe en NO t }{L must haws
: : been out of his mind,” Ruilz saic
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