Vocal classical recitation: sigh Commission of
India presents a vocal classical recitation by Indian artist Su-
lochana Brahaspati and her Banﬁladcshl disciples. Venue: High
Commission auditorium, House No 25, Road No 2, Dhanmondf
R/A. Time: 10:30 am.

DRU talk: phaka Reporters Unity (DRU) will hold a talk on
Bangladesh-German relations. Venue: DRU auditorium, Segun

Bagicha. Time: 11:00 am.
BSA annual conference: the 18th annual confer-

ence and scientific seminar and annual general meeting of
Bangladesh Soclety of Anaesthesiologists will be held. Venue:
Academy for Planning and Development, Nilkhet. Time: 11:00

ani.

Views exchange meet: National Committee for Bei-
jing Plus Five Review (NCBPR), Bangladesh will hold a Views ex-
change meet between editors and columnists of national dailies
on the subject of increase of reserved seats for women in the par-
llament. Venue: VIP lounge, Jatiya Press Club. Time: 11:00 am.

Rabindra Sangeet competition: Bangladesh
Shishu Academy will hold a Rabindra Sangeet competition for
children in observance of Rabindranath Tagore's 139th birth an-
niversary. Venue: Academy premises. Time: 3:00 pm.

Closing ceremony: The closing ceremony of
Bangladesh Sanjukta Tanti Samitee's exhibition of ‘Sonargaon
Jamdanis' will be held. Venue: Handloom Weavers Service ollice,
House No 69, Road No 9/A, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 4:00 pm.

Satyajit Ray Retrospective: satyajit Ray, a doc-
umentary by Shyam Benegal and Kapurush O Mahapurush (The
Coward and the Holy Man) by Satyajit Ray will be screened.
Venue: Indian High Commission auditorium, Rd No 2, Dhan-
mondi R/A. Time: 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm.

SAFA Assembly meeting: the SAFA Assembly
meeting will be held. The Technical sessions of SAFA seminar
and valedictory session will also be held. Venue: ICMAB Bhaban,
ICAB auditorium and Winter Garden of Hotel Sheraton respec-
tively. Time: 9:30 am. 3:30 pm and 7:00 pm.

Seminar: School of Business of Asian University of
Bangladesh will hold seminars on "Corporate Banking,” "WTO
and Globalisation” and "E-commerce.” Chief guest: Science and
Technology Minister Lt Gen (retd) Mohammad Noor Uddin Khan
in the morning session and Fisheries and Livestock Minister A S
M Abdur Rouf in the afternoon session. Venue: School of Busl-
ness, Asian University of Bangladesh,

Memorial meet: united Nations Association of
Bangladesh will hold a memorial meet to mark the first death
anniversary of former secy general of the association and educa-
tionist General Syed Ahmed Hossain. Venue: Hotel Purbani.
Time: 5:00 pm.

JU WOI‘kShOp: A day-long workshop will be held on writ-
ing texts for higher education in Bengali. Venue: Senate Hall of
Jahangimagar University. Time: 9:00 am-6:00 pm.

Seminar: Prothom Bangladesh, a socio-political organisa-
tion will hold a national seminar on "Development of mines in
Bangladesh: Crises and Prospects”™. Venue: VIP lounge of Jatiya
Press Club. Time: 3:00 pm.

Film ShOW: The British Council in association with Lever
Brothers Bangladesh Ltd will screen Meeting Venus and Queen of
Hearts. Venue: British Council auditorium, 5, Fuller Road. Time:
4:00 pm and 6:30 pm respectively.

Meeting: The Dhaka central secretariat of Democratic
Lawvers Association will hold a meeting. Venue: Room No 74 of
Supreme Court Lawyers Association Building. Time: 4:30 pm.

Satyad'it Ray Retrospective: arryer' bifatri
{Days & Nights in the Forest) will be screened: Venue: Iridian High
Commission auditorium, Road No 2. Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 6:15

pm.

T rature may rise

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty or
squally wind is likely at a few places over Dhaka, Rajshahi.
Barisal, Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and at one or two places
over Khulna division till 6pm today, reports UNB.

Met office predicted one to two degree Celsius rise of day
temperature over the country during this period.

The country's highest temperature 35.0 degree Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Chuadanga and the lowest 21.7 degree
Celsius at Srimangol.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6.30 pm and rises on
Sunday at 5.20 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity recorded
in some major cities/and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 33.3 244 68 78
Chittagong 31.1 233 83 74
Rajshahi 34.6 236 29 61
Khulna 33.2 24.0 74 o8
Barisal 31.0 23.2 78 73
Sylhet 32.7 23.0 80 62
Cox's Bazar 292 224 97 80

Manzoor Ul Karim, president,
Bangladesh Scouts, M Fazlur
Rahman, Chief National Com-
missioner, Md Ataharul Islam,
Line Director (In charge), BINP,
also spoke on the occasion re-
garding the necessity of nutri-
tion In our dalily life,

Buddhist Peace
Fellowship of

Dhaka College
63-65 Batch Assoc

The Association of Dhaka
College 63-65 batch students
yesterday held a meeting to
condole the death of former
Managing .Director of
Bangladesh Muktijoddah
Kalyan Trust SJM Akramuz-
zaman at Palli Karmia Sahayak

Foundation (PKSF), reports
BSS. Bangladesh
The speaker at the meeting The new executive commit-

presided over by PKSF Director
General Dr Salauddin Ahmed
highlighted different aspects of
the life and works of late
Akramuzzaman especially his
contribution to war of libera-
tion.

Late Akramuzzaman who
studied in Dhaka College in 63-

tee of the Buddhist Peace Fel-
lowship of Bangladesh (BPFB)
was constituted at a special gen-
eral meeting held in the city re-
cently, reports BSS.,

The office bearers are:
chairperson — Sumanalanker
Mahathero, vice chalrperson —
U Shit Maung, secretary —

65 batch died on April 22 fol-  parimal Mutsuddi, treasurer
ing over charge of his new as-  g5.,2a, members — Uatta-
signment ol Divisional Com- . 1ankar Bhikkhu, Samanta

missioner of Sylhet,

Bangladesh
Scouts, BINP

A colourful procession was
brought out as part of the Na-
tional Nutrition Week on April
27 at 7:30 am from National
Scout Bhaban to National Press
Club, says a press release,

Bangladesh Scouts and
Bangladesh Integrated Nutri-
tion Project (BINP) organised

Bhadra Barua and Major Retd
Maung Saw Nyunt,

Bangladesh City &
Poura Karmachari
Federation

General Secretary of Dhaka
City Corporation Sramik Kar-
machari League Khorshed Alam
has been elected president of
Bangladesh City and Poura

Karmachari Federation, re-
the procession and held a rally ports BSS.
to mark the week which was ob- Shamsuddin Asalat, Habl-

served on April 23 (o 29.

Abdul Matin Khasru, Minis-
ter lor Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs formally inau-
gurated the rally as chiefl guest.

bur Rahman and Salma Begum
have been elected secretary
general, organising secretary
and women aflalrs secretary of
the federation respectively.

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
May 5: The university authori-
ties have conferred PhD degree
on Samad Shikdar, an eminent
freedom fighter.

He obtained the degree fromn
the Institute of Bangladesh
Studies (IBS) for his research
on Practice of Contraceptive in
relation to gender disparity in
Bangladesh: A study of three
villages in Rajshahi district.”
Prof PC Sarker was his re-
search coordinator.

Dr Samad completed his
masters in Political Science
from Dhaka University in 1977
and began his career as family
planning officer.
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Bangladesh Scouts Leader
Trainer and National Deputy
Commissioner (Training) Has-
san Mahmud Babar obtained
PhD from Bangladesh Agricul-
tural University, Mymensingh
under a scholarship of Osimi
Foundation, Switzerland, says
a press release.

The subject of his research
work was 'Studies on collar rot
of sunflower' and coordinator
was Prof Dr. Bahadur Mia.
BAU.
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Andrew Alak Kumar Dewari,
research fellow of the Institute
of Bangladesh Studies (IBS) of
Rajshahi University has ob-
tained PhD degree from Ra-
jshahi University recently,
says a press release.

The title of his thesis was
"Mass media and the growth of
agriculture with reference to
principal crops in Bangladesh.”
His research coordinator was
Dr M Zainul Abedin, Professor
of Economics IBS, Rajshahi
University.

i R O

Touhida Tasnima Lima
stood First Class First in MSS
final examination held in 1999

(Academic Year-1997) from
Dhaka University in Public
Administration, says a press

release.

She also secured First Class
2nd position in BSS (Hons) in
1998. Touhlda Tasnima Lima is
the wife of Sanjib Bashir

of Ghulam Rahman, Executive
Director of Eastland Insurance
Company and Mrs. Kamrunessa
Rahman.
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M Masrur Reaz has received
Melssner's Award as a recogni-
tion of his performance In the
‘Business counseling training
for small and medium enter-
IFTIEEH' organised by German

echnical Cooperation (GTZ),
says a press release,

He Is a faculty member of
School of Business, North
South University, He is an MBA
from USA and a member of the
American Alumni Assoclation
in Bangladesh.

He Is also a member of Cen-
tre for Human Excellence
(CENCE), a human resource de-
velopment organisation.

eaz Is working as a consul-

tant In varfous development
| projects,

Ahmed, and the eldest daughter |
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Youngsters lead a colourful procession of the Kendriyo Khelaghar Ashor in the city
yesterday brought out to mark its 48th founding anniversary.

—Star photo

Congratulations
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Anupam Das, a student of
Saudhersree Government Pri-
mary School has obtained pri-
mary scholarship in talent
pool, says a press release.
He is the son of Jogendra Das

,
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of PS Sulla, district Suname-
ganj.
* ok A
M Miss Farzana
d Noshin Chowd-
hury (Promi),

daughter of Mr &
{Mrs Shaheen
Chowdhury of
|Crescent Road,
Dhaka obtained
Kindergarten
< (class 1l) schol-

arship (exam held in 1999) from
YWOA Girls School.
SAVS A Press release.

" She is now a student of class
11l of Vigarunnisa Noon
School.

RU confers PhD.
M Phil degrees
on 20

From RU Correspondent
RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY.
May 5: The university authori-
ties have conferred PhD and M
Phil degrees to twenty re-
searchers, according to the rec-
ommendations of the Academic
Council and Syndicate of the
University.
The PhD degree holders are
M Abdur Rashid (IBSc). Md Os-
man Gani (UGC), Md Shafiqur
Rahman (IBS), Shahnaz Parvin

(History), M Tahas Uddin
(Philosophy). Shikha Arefin
(Bangla), Mahbuba Begum

(Zoology), Md Zahurul ‘Ildq
(Chemistry). Md Mohatab Hos-
sain (Zoology). Md Sarwar Ja-
han (Applied Chemistry), Bimal
Kanta Saha (Zoology), Muhd
Samad Shikdar (IBS), Abul
Kalam Md Rafiqullah (IBS), and
Andrew Alok Kumar Dewari
(IBS).

The M Phil degree holders
are: M Abdul Karim (Islamic
History and Culture), M Nurul
Amin (Philosophy), M Rabiul

Alam (Zoology), SIMA Raz-
zaque (Accounting). M Anwarul
Islam (IBSc) and Ajit Kumar

Das (Political Science),
3

DU Gha unit
admission
test held

The admission test of ‘Gha’
unit for First Year Honours
(1999-2000) of Dhaka Univer-
sity was held yesterday, reports
BSS.

About 15 thousand students
sat for the test.

Vice Chancellor Prof A K
Azad Chowdhury, Pro-vice
Chancellor Prof M Shahadat
Ali. Treasurer Abul Hashem,
Dean of the Social Science Fac-
ulty Prof Mohammad Asaduz-
zaman. Deans of other facul-
ties, Proctor and senior teach-
ers visited the examination
centres

Ex-cabinet secty
Siddiqur Rahman
dead

Former Cabinet Secretary
Mohammed Siddiqur Rahman
died of lung cancer at the Mount
Elizabeth Hospital in Singapore
early vesterday. He was 67,
reports BSS.

Rahman graduated from the
Dhaka University with distinc-
tion and was a University Blue
from Sir Salimullah Muslim
Hall

He joined the erstwhile civil
service of Pakistan in 1957 and
during his career held secretar-
jal positions in different min-
istries. He was also appointed
Ambassadar of Bangladesh to
Egypt and was the presideut ol

B:lllg];ult‘hh Football Federa-
tion
Besides his olfficial service

he was also involved in many
social and benevolent activi-
ties

He left behind his wife, three
sons, two daughters and nu-
merous relatives, friends and
admirers. _

He will be buried at his fam-
ily graveyard at village-
Dharabhanga, thana
-Nabinagar of Brahmanbaria
district.

The first namaz-e-janaza of
Siddiqur Rahman will be held
at Banani Jamah Masjid today
at 8 am

His qulkhwani will be held
on May 8 at his Banani resi-
dence (House No 42/1, Road No-
7. Block-H) after Asr pravers.
Another qulkhwani will be
held at his village home
Dharabhanga on May 7.

Blast kills 1
in Karachi

KARACHI, May 5 : A bomb
exploded in front of a police sta-
tion in Karachi today, killing at
least one and Injuring four

other people, police and resj-
dents said, reports AFP.

Former secretary Mushfiqur Rahman presenting flowers to
BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia at her 29 Minto Road office
yesterday to mark his joining the party.

—Star photo

.
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Jatiya Press Club inaugurated painting and music classes
for wards of its members at the club premises yesterday.

—Star photo

3 admission seekers
expelled in DU

Three admission seekers to
Dhaka University were expelled
for adopting unfair means dur-
ing the admission test of the
‘Gha’ unit yesterday, reports
UNB.

Sources sald three admis-
sion seekers under '‘Gha’ unit
(Subject change) at the Curzon
Hall examination hall were ex-
pelled as one of them was a
‘proxy’ examinee. The remain-
ing two were expelled for chang-
ing their question and answer
sheets with each other.

Meanwhile, Pro-Awami
Chhatra League, BNP's student
front Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
and JSD backed Chhatra League
brought out separate proces-
sions on the campus welcoming
the fresher yesterday.

Journalist
Sukhendu

dead

CHITTAGONG, May 5: Jour-
nalist and eminent cultural or-
ganiser Sukhendu Bhat-
tachariya died of cardiac arrest
last night at the age 57, reports
BSS.

A senior sub editor of The
Daily Azadi, Bhattacharya suf-
fered the massive heart attack
while he was going to office. He
died on way to hospital.

He left behind his wife,
mother, two brothers, and host
of admirers to mourn his death

He began his career as a
journalist with local English
daily 'The People's View' and
joined The Daily Azadi in 1986.

The body of Sukhendu was
taken to his office and kept
there for sometime where his
colleagues paid last respect to
him.

Mayor of Chittagong City
Corporation A B M Mohiuddin
Chowdhury also paid tribute to
him at Azadi office.

Police Super
Shamim Reza dies

Superinten-
dent of Police

and valiant
freedom figh-
ter Shamim

Reza Khan died
of cancer yes-
terday at the
National Uni-
- versity Hospi-
tal in Singapore. He was 51,
says a press release

He left behind his mother,
wife, two daughters, six broth-
ers, one sister and a host of rel-
atives to mourn his death. He
was the First Secretary of
Bangladesh High Commission
in Singapore till his death.

His body will arrive in the
city at 5 pm today aboard a
Bangladesh Biman flight from

Singapore and a namaj-e-
Janaza will be held at Ra-
jarbagh Police Line in the

evening. Then the body will be
sent to his Shekher Char resi-
dence in Rajshahi town and al-
ter a second namaj-e-janaza
there at Alupatti tomorrow af-
ter Asr prayers, he will be
buried at Tikapara Graveyard.

Reza joined the Police De-
partment in 1973 and served
there in various capacities lor
26 vears

Death anniversary
of Syed Ahmed
Hossain today

The first death
anniversary of
Sved Ahmed
Hossain, the
founder Secre-
tary General of
United Nations

Assoclation of
Bangladesh
(UNAB) and

renowned cul-
tural activist, will be observed
today, reports B5S

Censor certificate
of two English
movies cancelled

Bangladesh Film Censor
Board has temporarily can-
celled censor certificates of two
English' movies — "Ninja Oper-
ation-7 Roval Warriors" and
"Ninja the Protector” for having
vulgar and uncensored scenes,
reports UNB,

The films imported by RK
Trade International and Talent
Entertainment were bein
screened at 'Dulal' and 'Kanan
cinema halls in Fenl.

Love Bug havoc

From Page | .

The new varfant changes
that have been detected by
Computer Assoclated are a new
subject line with the words
“fwd: Joke," In them and an at-
tached file called "Very Funny
VBS".

Experts have warned users
not to open any electronic mail
file with the subject “fwd: Joke"
and should immediately delete
them. The company also en-
courages computer users to up-
date thelr antivirus software.

However, BCS, the assocla-
tion of computer vendors, is-
sued an alert notice:

* People who recelve the e-
mail "ILOVEYOU" or "VERY
FUNNY JOKE" should not open
it, but delete it immediately,

* If the message is opened,
users should on no account
open the attachment "LOVE-
LETTER-FOR-YOU. TXT.vbs".

* If the attachment is opened,
users should log off, switch off
the computer and contact ex-
perts.

People can get detail Infor-
mation and necessary help
from the BCS after dialing its
general secretary M Atiqul Ah-
san at 9121537 or 9121998, said
a release of the association to-
day.

He's behind

the screen

The person behind the dev-
astating "ILOVEYOU" computer
virus hid behind a screen of
hacked e-mail accounts and
pre-pald Internet user cards, a
Philippine Internet service
provider said Friday

"Actually, we don't know
who he |s,” said Jose Carlotta,
chief operating officer of Ac-
cessNet.

Ranson

From Page |

ing a case, but you try to find out
a dalal (broker or middleman)
to recover your vehicle,” a Sub-
Inspector told him.

Rahman, an experienced
transport owner from the old
part of the city, soon found out
‘the broker in-charge' of Agar-
gaon area.

“Give me two days’ time,” the
broker said in a polite voice.

The next day, the broker
turned up at Rahman's garage
with photocopies of his vehi-
cle's bluebook and other docu-
ments. “Your vehicle has been
traced, but you need to pay Tk
33,000 to get it back.” he said

Rahman thought for a while
The autorickshaw had cost him
more than Tk one lakh. "Okay,
here is Tk 25,000 and the rest
will be paid after I get the vehi-
cle back,” he said. Within
hours, Rahman's vehicle was
returned to him

According to police, similar
thefts are taking place almost
everv day In the city. At least
half a dozen organised gangs
are operating in the city and au-
torickshaws are their prime
targets. The gangs are mainly
operating from Shanir AkKhra,
Mirpur, Agargaon and Demra
areas.

Rahman quoted the dalal as
saying, “Part of the ransom
money would go to the police
station concerned”

Rahman went on, “Not only
autorickshaws, ever)
dozens of motorcycles are also
stolen in the same way. If you
have connections and know the
dalals, chances are there to get
back the stolen vehicles, oth-
erwise not. Police will not help
you.” In the past, he lost four
vehicles which could not be
traced

The killer

From Page |

Pasha was arrested in con-
nection with the Ashik murder
case in the city and released on
bail about a vear and a half
back, Mohammadpur Police
said

He is also a suspect in an-
other double murder inside the

PWD building at Agargaon
about three years back, police
said

Babul had sought nomina-
tion from Awami League to con-
test the last city corporation
election in Ward No 44

Some sources said Babul was
the brother-in-law of Alhaj
Mokbul Hossain, ruling party
MP from Dhamnondi-Hoham-
madpur area in the city

When contacted, Mokbul de-
nied it. "He (Babul) is not my
relative. He is a partyv worker",
Mokbul said

Babul is a sports man. He is
general secretary of the Basket
Ball Federation and a FIFA ref-
eree, Mokbul said. Babul did not
maintain any relationship
with Pasha since he came to
know about his (Pasha) in-
volvement in murder cases, the
MP added

Killing of a person within
300 yards of the residence of a
ruling party MP Is a conspiracy
against the government and the
MP, Mokbul said

Babul could not be contacted
for comments.

S5 ministers
From Page 1

remarks’ about judges of the
higher courts in connection
with the death reference in
Bangabandu murder case

'I'liu‘ complainant also said
that the ruling party leaders
had ‘terrorised’ by leading a -
stick procession’.

Two davs later, the com-
plaint was registered as FIR.

The accused In the case are
Foregin Minister Abdus Samad
Azad, Forest and Environment
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury, Home Minister Moham-
mad Nasim, state minister for
shipping Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya. state minis-
ter for planning Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir and Awami
League relief and social welfare
secretary Mukul Bose,

day
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They suspect, though, after
comparing notes with other lo-
cal service providers, that the
virus author Is a 23-year-old
male living in Manila's lower
middle-class Pandacan district.
Police are working with the
cmnpanics.

Carlotta's company offers
pre-pald e-mall accounts acti-
vated with the purchase of a
plastic card, much like a phone
card, where the buyer is not re-
quired to give personal infor-
mation. The cards are cheap,
and It's eas\}i Internet access for

1

the many Filipinos without a
credit background.
The erson behind

"ILOVEYOU" also used the more
common type of e-mall account,
but they probably weren't his
own,

2 brothers
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vards off the residence of Haji
Makbul Hossain.

When Rebel got down from
the car to buy cigarettes, Pasha
shot him dead at about 7:45 am.

Pasha came back in front of
the house and called Jewel.

He took Jewel near Lalmatia
powe: supply office, shot him
dead at about 8:00 am, and fled
away leaving the car, police
said.

Police recovered the bodies
and sent those to Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital.

Jewel and Rebel were second
and fourth among Hossain's
flve sons and one daughter,
family sources sald. Jewel was a
fleld worker of Proshika while
Rebel was an HSC student

Police recovered the aban-
doned car from near an under
construction building at Kazi
Nazrul Islam Road. Its driver,
Mahbub was picked up from
Mohammadpur area, police
said

The keys of the car were al
the ignition point. Police also
recovered three spent cartridges
from the dash board and an-
other from the floor of the car.

Mohamm~~ pur police came
to know about the murders
when they started looking for
Dr. Ali's car. Dr Ali, after wait-
ing for about half an hour in
front of his house, lodged a
complaint with police that his
car was missing from in front
of his house

Murder of the two brothers
took place just one month after
the triple murder at Rasulbagh
at Gulshan

100 murdered
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law in front of their residence
at Satarkul in Badda area on
April 15

On the following day, police
constable Abdul Motaleb was
shot dead bv punmen at Keshab
Banerjee Lane at Shutrapur

An alleged mugger was
beaten to death and his vehicle
torched by a mob at Topkhana
in the city on April 19

Unidentified miscreants ab-
ducted a young man - Farroq
alias Fahim -- from Shahbagh

area on April 1, took him to
Uttara and killed him

Another voung man --Zakir
Hossain was shot dead at
Khilgaon on April 19

A nine-year-old maid, Nil-

ufa, was tortured by her land-
lord and thrown in a dustbin.
She was rescued by local people
and admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital where she died
on April 20

Young man

From Page |

by police immediately

Police said a gang ol eight
yvouths called Ali out of his
house and took him to
Dakkhingaon Road number 2
and started beating him. At one
stage, they shot him

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
the attending doctors declared
him dead

Father of the victim, Sam-
suddin, filed a case in this re-
gard

Meanwhile, Pallabi police
recovered beheaded body of a
young man from the Eastern
Housing Project at Rupgan]
vesterday morning

Police sent the
DMCH for autopsy

Police suspect the voung
man, 30, was Kkilled at least five
days ago.

A case was [liled in this re-

gard

RUF frees 4 UN

helicopter crew,

2 passengers 1n
Sierra Leone

FREETOWN, May 5 : Former
rebels of the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) today freed
four UN helicopter crew and two
passengers in eastern Silerra
Leone, a UN spokesman said
here, reports AFP.

A Russian official told Inter-
fax in Moscow on Friday that
the four helicopter pilots had
been released, and that they
were Russian.

Philip Windslow, civilian
spokesman of the UN Mission
in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL),
said the RUF had also returned
the helicopter.

Windslow said all six former
hostages, who had been cap-
tured in the Kaillahun region,
had returned to Freetown and
were (n good condition.

He said the releases were a
“positive development,” adding:
"We hope to see more.”

According to the United Na-
tions in New York, the four pi-
lots were taken hostage along
with a group of 30 UN mission
members on Monday in the far
east and another 39 hostages
are being held at Makenli. in the
center nflhe country.
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