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Judge named for
& .

Hansie hearing
+ JOHANNESBURG, May 4:
South African judge, Justice
Edwin King, is to head the in-

uiry into the Hansie Cronje af-
air which will start hearing ev-
idence on Monday, reports
Reuters.

Ngconde Balfour, the Minlis-
ter of Sport and Recreation,
said at a news conference today:
"The commission will have a
lifespan of one month and will
publish a report on June 30 de-
tailing fts Investigation into
this matter.”

Cronje was sacked as South
Africa’s captain last month af-
ter admitting he had accepted
money from an Indian book-
maker during a one-day series
with Zimbabwe and England in
South Africa last January.

The inquiry commission
will be based at the Ministry of
Justice offices in Pretoria.

Penuell Maduna, the Minis-
ter of Justice, confirmed that
the commission would have no
powers to hand out any pun-
ishment and that its findings
would be presented to President
Thabo Mbeki and the Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC).

Maduna confirmed that any
subsequent decisfons will "flow
from the findings of the report.

He added it was his wish for
the hearings, which will be un-
der oath, to be made public.

"But Judge King will have the
discretion as to what should be
in camera.”

Judge King will be assisted
by Shamila Batohi.

Noor Ali new
Bagan boss

Sports Reporter

Noor Ali was recently elected
the new president of Kalabagan
Krira Chakra. The election was
held on April 23 during an ex-
ecutive meeting of the club at its
premises.

A pioneer promotor of Kal-
abagan for the last couple of
yvears, Noor Ali is a leading
businessman of the country.

He is the mana%lng director
of Unique Group of Companies
and president of BAIRA
(Bangladesh Association of In-
ternational Recruiting Aden-

" Elahi

From page 13

Harun at long-oll

Tarun suffered yet another
severe blow when Sarfraz, on
48. limped off the ground after
suffering cramp. He however re-
turned after skipper Minhazul
departed for 33, but played only
few dot balls before being clean
bowled by Saiful.

The match finally swun
Kalabagan's way when Khale
Masood was spectacularly
caught by off-spinner Fahim
Muntasir, who dived full length
to his left to pluck the ball
inches off the ground. Fahim
also mopped up the Tarun tail
to finish with two for 43 in his
10 overs.

It was Kalabagan's tentl
victory from 13 games. The are
now trailing title-bound
Abahani Krira Chakra by six
points.

On the other hand, it was
Surjo Tarun's fifth defeat and
second In a row in the six-team
Super League

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the
Janakantha Premier Division
Cricket Super League match
between alabagan Krira
Chakra and Surjo Tarun Club
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium yesterday:

KALABAGAN KC

Harun ¢ Enamul b Khairuz

zaman 0
Rafiqul ¢ Enamul b Suja 7
S Elahi b Anisur 119
Rajin ¢ Masood b Anisur 4
Tarig ¢ Anisur b Suja =50
Bikash st. Masood b Enamul 14

Salful ¢ Masocod b Anisur AR
Mustadir run out ’
Ripon not out 1

Extras: (b-2, Ib-4, nb-9, w-8B) Z3
Total: (For B wickels in 47
overs) 263

Fall of wickets: 1-3: 2-26: 3-
38: 4-187: 5-247; 6-249; 7-257:
B-263.

Bowler 0O M R W
Anisur Rahman 10 - 42 3
Khalruzzaman 1 Q0 2 |
Suja Erfan 10 0O 49 2
Manzoor Elahl 4 O 19 0
Enamul Hoque 6 0O 39 1
Rahesh Chauhan 6 0 38 0
Minhazul 3 o 1B 0
Ashraful 4 0 2 0
SURJO TARUN

Ashraful ¢ Ripon b Saiful 15
M Elahi run out ]

Al-Shahriar ¢ Harun b Ripon 42
A Sharfaraz b Salful >
Minhazul ¢ Rafiqul b Ripon K<
K Masood ¢ & b Fahim ]
Enamul ¢ Shaheen b Ripon 0
Chauhan b Saiful 2
Khaliruzzaman b Fahim 1
Anisur B Saiful 12
Suja not oul 6
Extras: (b-3. I1b-5, w-4) 12
Tolal: (All out in 43 overs) u7

Fall of wickets: 1-20: 2-53; 3-
107; 4-174: 5-174; 6-177; 7-184;

B-187; 9-191.
Bowler O M R W
Bikash B 0 2B 0
Sailul Islam ] 0 5l 4
Fahimm Munlasir 10 1 43 2
Tarig Mehmud 5 O 13 0
Ripon B 0 40 3
Mustadir 3 1 || 0
won by 56

Result: Kalabagan
runs,
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Reefat-bin-Sattar (R) and Khandkar Aminul Islam durin_;‘.:‘
sak National Chess Championship engagement at the NSC yesterday.

their 26th Professor Abdur Raz-

—Star photo

VALENCIA, Spa-
i, May 4: With
the benefit of hin-
dsight the gamble
backfired - un-
lortunately for
even Imore spec-

Barcelona
tacularly than they could ever
have feared, reports AFP.

Tuesday's 4-1 hiding by
neighbours Valencia in their
Champions Cup semi-final first
leg has left Barca's Dutch coach
Louis Van Gaal with plenty of
food for thought after his team
choked on an extravagant help-
ing of "paella valenciana”.

Van Gaal, desperate to go
down alongside compatriot Jo-
han Cruyil in the annals of his
famous club’'s glorious history,
wagered that his side's tradi-
tional attacking potency would
be enough to book a place in the
final on May 24 at the Stade de
France.

But the Catalan giants' cava-
lier attitude to defensive duties,
Ela}.'iug just three men at the

ack lor the away leg, coupled
with an over reliance on vouth
proved their ull:lulllg -

It was not a mistake to play
three at the back, But when a
team loses a coach loses." Van
Gaal admitted after what the El
Periodico daily termed his
club's “crucifixion” at the
Mestalla stadium as Valencia
overwhelmed them with two
goals from Miguel Angel An-
gulo, a Gaizka Mendieta penalty
and a Claudio Lopez special.

‘Had we scored early on it
could have been a completely

different game,” he added for-
lornly.

Ine sound beating was Bar-
ca's worst mauling since a 4-0
home reverse against Dyvnhamo
Kyiv three seasohs ago’ and
Wednesday's headlines will
have made miserable reading
for Van Gaal and his cohorts.

"Valencia have a foot in the
final. They vaporised Barca In
an epic match,” trumpeted ABC,
while Marca was equally hy-
perbolic, saying: "Valencia
stuck the Knife into Barca."

Valencia-based daily Lev-
ante summed up by observing:
"Paris swims into view" for
their local favourites while AS

sports daily said simply: "This
way to Paris".

Van Gaal must now fear lor
his future after two previous
first-phase exits and what must
surely now prove one defeat too
many at the top level, even |i
Barca can still reach the final
by repeating their 3-0 league
success at the Nou Camp over
their rivals earlier this season,

Barca have suffered a huge
blow to their credibility hot on
the heels of a controversial
Spanish Cup exit after they re-
fused to play a semi-final sec-
ond leg at home to Atletico
Madrid, claiming too many of
their players were on interna-
tional duty,

By unhappy coincidence, in
that competition Barca were
also three goals adrift from the
first game.

But a domestic Cup success

would not have kept Van Gaal
in his hot seat. At Barcelona,
only a European crown can

guarantee even a medium-termn
tenure,

Van Gaal's legions of critics
in Catalunva will point, not
just to defensive shortcomings,
but also to a decision to field
youngsters such as forward
Gabri and Carlos Puyol, insist-
ing the team structure is more
important than individual con-
tributions. In theory he is right.
but as Barca's Finnish striker
Jari Litmanen shrewdly ob-
served: "Footbhall always throws
up surprises. The favourites
don't always win."

Litmanen and

Van Gaal

Van Gaal,Barca cornered

know that all too well as they
were architects of the 1995 final
success over Juventus, achieved
by a young, untried Ajax side.

Now they are experiencing
the other side of the coin.

For Valencia, they have suc-
ceeded In umklnf‘ a mockery ol
the Champions League format
as they now stand on the verge
of the final having beaten the
reigning domestic champions
without having landed the
Primera Liga themselves In
three decades.

They also falled to score In
IWO gainva against Manchester
United in the group stages but
with the sudden death format
not applying to the first dozen
matches of the tournament Hec-
tor Cuper's men must feel like
the cat with nine lives.

Only such a format can per-
mit a side to lose three "cup”
matches and still live to tell the
tale

Yet Cuper will not dwell on
that thought for long with next
week's second leg already up-
permost in his mind.

“We have to put a stop to the
euphoria. I've not given Paris or
the final a thought yet.” he In-
sisted.

Despite their fine run, the fu-
ture may not be so rosy for Va-
lencia.

Even though two-goal hero
Angulo insisted that "the win
proves we have one of the best
squads in Europe” the glue hold-
ing the group together may lose
its adhesiveness come season's
end.

With Parma running the rule
over Francisco Farinos to re-
place Chelsea target Dino Bag-
gio and AC Milan said ready to
pounce for Gerard Lopez Segu,
who followed uap ‘a hattrick
against Lazio in the quarters by
switching roles brilliantly to
mark Dani out of the game
Tuesday, the Italian phrase-
books are already out.

Spain may be dominating
this season’'s Champions League
but the lure of the lira remains
as strong as ever.

And should Valencia com-
plete the job by lifting the tro-
phy in three weeks time Cuper
himself could end up Serie A
bound.

I ONDON, May 4
v1namo Kviv
striker Serhil Re-
brov has revealed
his multi-million
pound move to To-
ttenham “should be signed and
sealed” within the next two
weeks, the Press Association
reported Wednesday, reports
AFP
Rebrov has already held
talks over what would be a club
record-breaking deal for Spurs
and is confident of completing
the transfer by the end of the
Premier League season

And in an astonishing twist,
the Ukrainian international
has admitted George Graham
has beaten rival Arsene Wenger
to his signature due to Arsenal'’s
transfer policy.

Rebrov Is understood to have
agreed a 25,000-pound-per-
week l40.0‘]0*(1()][31'-:1=“’Pf_‘k|
contract with Spurs, with only
the fee to be finalised between
the clubs.

The 26-year-old has become
one of the hottest properties in

A

Spurs close in on

Europe having scored 100
League goals Igr:}r Kyiv, along
with a further 24 in UEFA com-
petitions.

Italian giants Inter Milan
were believed to be favourites to
sign Rebrov as a replacement
for injury-plagued Brazilian
ace Ronaldo, which would have
seen him at the San Siro along
with fellow Ukraine star An-
driy Shevchenko, who joined
AC Milan from Kyiv last sum-
mer

Kyiv reportedly want around
1 1 million pounds (17.6 million
dollars) for Rebrov, which
would smash the north London
club’s prevtous record of 6 mil-
lion pounds (9.6 million dol-
lars) they paid Newcastle for Les
Ferdinand In 1997

But Rebrov, in commenting
on negotiations with Spurs,
sald: "They managed to find a
common language with me

‘It's just a matter of whether
the two clubs can agree a fee, but
I am confident that within two
weeks the deal should be signed
and sealed,

‘I am looking forward to

Rebrov

plaving in England. I like it bet-
ter than Italian football, al-
though I can’t explain why.

‘But at a club like Tottenham
there's a trainer (Graham) who
gets the strikers to run and get
the ball. | am used to that, |
have played like that all the
time

Graham has moved for the
35-times capped international
after Glasgow giants Rangers
failed to complete a deal, while
Wenger stalled due to the Gun-
ners current involvement in
the UEFA Cup

Rebrov added: "We (my wife
and ) were all set to go to Glas-
gow to have a look around, but
there was a problem with the
transfer and we couldn't com-
plete the deal.

"Arsenal didn't do a deal be-
cause they are playing in the
UEFA Cup and all their transfer
policies will be decided after the
Cup final (with Galatasaray)
later this month." '

Tottenham, meanwhile,
maintained their stance that
nothing had yet been finalised

i Open in Munich on May 3.
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Australian Richard Fromberg playing against Moroccan Younes El Avnaoui in the BMW
~—AFP photo lon the sidelines,

Sport
McGrath the |

costliest

SYDNEY, May 4: Glenn Mc-
Grath was Thursday ranked
Australian cricket's most pre-
cilous commodity, ahead ol
record-breaking captain Steve
Waugh and the nation's moslt
successful Test bowler Shane
Warne, reports AFP.

The matrallan Cricket
Board (ACB) refused. to divulge
the rankings this week when
they released their 25 con-
tracted players for the next
year,

But skipper Waugh re-
sponded to reports he was the
highest ranked, and subse-
quently the beneficiary of a
E!ﬁ.ﬁOO-dullﬂr (65,000 US) pa
rise, by revealing McGrath
would hold the top ranking for
the second consecutive year.

"Glenn McGrath is the num-
ber one ranked player In the
Australlan cricket team.,”
Waugh told a Sydney radio sta-
tion Thursday.

"l recelve a captain's al-
lowance which wnu[d probably
put me on top or close to It

“Glenn would be the hi
pald player at the moment.”

McGrath stands to earn
more than 600,000 dollars
(348,000r US) in the next year
from the ACB in the form of a
315,000-dollar retainer, up by
95,000 dollars from last year,
plus match payments.

McGrath's number one rank-
ing came despite Waugh's
shrewd and aggressive cap-
taincy placing Australian
cricket on a pedestal as the
world's best team.

In the past 12 months,
Waugh guided Australla to a
world record 14 one-day
matches without defeat that in-
cluded a World Cup triumph.

Waugh's ruthless Test team
have won their past 10 matches
-- the greatest winning streak in
Australian history and one
short of equalling the world
record of the West Indies teams
of the mid-1980s

Waugh has played in every
one of Australia's 17 Tests since
March last year, making 1160
runs and five centuries.

In the same period, McGrath
claimed 60 Test wickets at an
average of 21 97

Dismal batting
by Zimbabwe

LONDON, May 4: Zimbabwe
shivered under the grey skies at
Canterbury on Wednesday,
leaving cold-victim Andy
Flower under the weather with
the tourists' poor batting dis-
play, reports AFP.

With eight days of cricket
left before the first Test against
England at Lord's, Zimbabwe
captain Flower is concerned
about the form of key batsmen
Neil Johnson and
Grant after an under-strength
Kent attack bowled them out for
159,

Johnson was
without scorin
Flower managed just 10 runs,
both falling to four-wicket
seamer David Masters on his
first-class debut.

Zimbabwe would have fared
even worse had tailenders
Heath Streak and Mluleki
Nkala not contributed 47 be-
tween them.

It was Johnson's fourth duck
in six innings, stretching back
to the recent West Indies tour,
and he has still to score a run so

1est

dismissed
while Grant

far in England, while Grant |

Flower recorded a zero in the
opening match against Hamp-
shire

Johnson, one of the world's
top one-day players, struck
Masters to mid-off and Flower

was taken at slip by Indian Test |

star Rahul Dravid off Masters,
bowling commendably straight
and using a good slower ball.

Masters, 22, claimed two
wickets before lunch and a cou-
ple afterwards to post four for
44 from 18 overs - the same re-
turn as left-arm spinner Patel,
who sent down 30.4 overs

He was given his chance be-
cause of Kent's seam bowling
problems, with England’'s Dean
Headley (back), Martin
McCague (ankle), Ben Phillips
(back), Julian Thompson
(cartilage) and Martin Saggers
(thigh) all ruled out.

It summed up Zimbabwe's
day when Streak (23) smashed a
shot against the heel of Robert
Key at silly point and the ball
lobbed nicely for Patel to take
an easy caught-and-bowled
chance at the other end of the
pitch.

Stuart Carlisle dug himself
in making 14 from 74 balls be-
fore captain Matthew Fleming
brilliantly caught him at short
cover off a Darren Scott full
lOSS

Streak got some solace when
he fired out Ed Smith Ibw with
the new ball before bad light
ended play 10 minutes early
with Kent 10 for one.

Former Australian Test ace
Jelt Thomson arrived Wednes-
day as Zimbabwe's bowing
coach for the first hall of the
tour

Rios tumbles
in Mallorca

PALMA, Spain, May 4: For-
mer World Number One
Marcelo Rios of Chile continued

to struggle to find his best form
as he lost In three sets to
Spaniard Albert Portas

ednesday In the second round
of the 500,000 dollars Mallorca
Open., reports AFP,

Number two seed Rios lost
steam In a gruelling match to
fall 6-2, 6-7, 4-6 and he admit-
ted that he would need to play
much better if he were to stand
a chance In the French Open
which climaxes the clay court
season In early June.

| 'was slow and | had cramp
in the third set.” sald that tacl-
turn Chilean who briefly topped

the world rankings in 1908 he.
lore atigue and

njury put him |

bhrother !
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HAMBURG, May
4: Martina Hingls
cased Into the
l‘llﬂl’ttl’“llﬂl!’i of
the Betty Barclay
Cup here Wednes-
day with a 6-4, 6-1 victory over
Austria’s Sylvia Plischke, and
Anna Kournikova put her three
defeats In last weekend's Fed
Cup behind her as she beat
Israel's Anna Smashnova 6-3,

6-2, reports AFP.
Hingls, who is expected to re-

sain the number one ranking
rom Lindsay Davenport this

week, overcame some stiff re-
sistance from Plischke to claim
the opening set, but then swepl
to a commanding 4-0 lead In
the second with the ald of some
strong baseline play.

“I tried to play too much of a
hardcourt match In the begin-
ning, and | was excited and a
little bit nervous,” sald Hingls
“In the second set | was looser
and had more control.”

Kournikova, making her de-

but in Hamburg. used a power-
ful forehand and a succession
of dropshots and winning re-

o

turn against compatriot M
Barclay Cup in Hamburg yest

Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario is about to make a re-

agui Serna in the Betty
erday AFP photo

LONDON, May 4
Surrey struggled
as Simon Katich
helped Durham
build up a com-
manding position
against the County Champions
at Chester-le-Street on-Wednes-
day, reports AFP

The Western Australia left-
hander batted 187 minutes for
43 not out when bad light ended
play on Day Two with Durham
on 121 for seven in their second
innings and leading by 25]

|

Against excellent bowling
from Simon Brown and Neil
Killeen, Surrey were all out for
104

Martin Bicknell bowled su-
perbly for Surrey. But the home
side recovered from 14 for four
with first-innings hero Nicky
Peng pulting on 47 with Katich
-- before Bicknell had him
caught at the wicket for 23

Martin bowled superbly to
earn figures of 31-9-65-6. in-
cluding a spell of 12-3-18-4 al-
ier tea

But when he was pulled out
of the attack late in the day Or-
mond and Kumble responded
with growing confidence,
putting on 45 to haul Leicester-
shire to 263 for nine in the Di-
vision One lixture

Yorkshire ended the [firs!
day in a strong position at
Headingley as David Byas and
Michael Vaughan batted solidly
in an unbroken opening stand
of 74 in reply to Derbyshire’s
239 all out

But it could have been even

against
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Hingis sails into last eight

turns to compensate for her
lack of numerous errors from
the baseline. In the end,
Smashnova was simply over-
powered by a stronger and
more versatlle opponent.

'She brings every ball back,
so | had 10 be very patient.®
sald Kournikova. "1 had to go
for my shots because | knew
she wasn't going to make a mis-
take or a winner.

She was just going to keep
going, so | had to do everythin
myself. Even though 1 missed
tried to go after the shots, and |
thought that for a first
(European) clay court match it
wasn't bad.”

The sixth seeded Russian
also insisted that she was nol
discouraged by her lack of suc-
cess In Pﬁum ow, where she lost
three matches in four days.

“Those matches were very,
very tough and vrri,' competitive
and it was actually greal (en-
nis,” she insisted.

“The matches could have
gone elither way. After each
match there | said | played

reat tennis, and | think every-
yody there saw that it was
pretty tennis to watch.”

Fifth seed Barbara Schett,
who has struggled this year af-
ter enjoying a highly successful
1999, received another setback
when she was forced to retire
Russia’s Tatiana
Panova

Feeling dizzy and suflfering
from the flu, she retired with
Panova leading 6-3, 1-0. The
Austrian has now lost five
opening round matches in eight
tournaments this year, and lost
elght of 16 matches

In other matches,
seeded German Anke Huber
rallied to beat Denisa Chlad-
kova of the Czech Republic 6-3,
4-6, 6-0, and Magui Serna of
Spain outlasted Switzerland's
Patty Schnyder 6-4, 1-6, 7-6

Sabine Appelinans of Bel-
gium defeated Argentina's
Mariana Diaz Oliva 6-3, 7-6,
Sarah Pitkowski of France over-
came Amanda Hopmans of the
Netherlands 6-0, 7-5, Andrea
Glass of Germany beat Luxem-
bourg's Anne Kremer 6-2, 1-6,
6-4 and Lubomira Bacheva
emerged from a clash between
two Bulgarian qualifiers with a
6-3. 6-3 win over Pavlina Nola

seventh

winning the toss on a testing
pitch after reducing the visitors
to 79 for five

Matthew Hoggard did the
early damage with three wick-
ets in a line opening burst, but
Australian Michael Di Venuto
took advantage of some loose
bowling from Darren Gough
hitting 70 before he was caught
by Yorkshire captain Byas in
the slips off Ryan Sidebottom

Australian star Shant
Warne marked his first-class
debut for Hampshire with a
third-ball duck on the opening
dav of the clash with Somersel

at .'."}',-IIThflIIl].‘lIi"ll
i

Warne was trapped 1bw by
England paceman Andrew
Caddick. who hnished with live

for 62

But Derek Kenwayv hit an un
beaten 93 to rescue Hampshire
from the perils of 123 for eight
to 232 all out

Leicestershire fought back Bv the close Somerset had
with a defiant unbroken last subsided to 14 for two. with
wicket stand between James Shaun Udal claiming the wick-
Ormond and Anil Kuamble to ets of Marcus Trescothick and
spoil one of Lancashire seamei nightwatchman Caddick
Peter Martin's best displays on
Day One at Old Trafiord. In Division Two, a second-

wicket stand of 196 between
Justin Langer and Mark Ram
prakash saw Middlesex take
control on the first day against
Northamptonshire at Lord’s
Captain Langer made 120
and Ramprakash -- the man the
Australian has replaced in
charge at Middlesex -- con
tributed 93 towards a total ol

282 for three

Langer reached his half-cen
fury off just 43 deliveries and
quickly notched his century be-
fore finally falling to Darren
Cousins, beaten by a quicker de-
livery which clipped the top ol
his leg stump.

Ramprakash succumbed just

County C’ship scores |

frommn Richard | his
middle stump

At i';il.‘_}‘ilri“'flil
underlined h
(O TEOPEN a Se
England career Warwick-
shire reached 252 for two
against Glamorgan

ogan on (o

Nick Knight
determination
nd phase in his

1
i i |
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The 30-yvear-old left-hander
batted [aultlessly for an un-
beaten 127 in nearlv five hours
and shared in an opening part-
nership of 172 in 47 overs with
Michael Powell |7

Chelmsford was lit up by Es.
sex's Stuart Law as he hit a
magnilicent centuryv on the
opening day of their clash with
Nottinghamshire

The Australian finished un-
beaten on 120 from a m st
210 for six total as bad light 11
t1.4 overs from the dav's sched
L1 1¢

Law reached his ntun
irom |14 deliveries., but apart
irom Paul Gravson n |'.- Ise
looked at eas

Lssex were s 1 in 1Dle
alter 1":1[.-5 put in, Nasser Hus-
sain caught at short leg off a
Paul Franks lifter for just four

But Law and Gravson put to-
L:-!Ilr’]’ a partnt r“!i:; Ol ..1,."' i
'Y overs bel the latter was
David "nTll”Il“* 101

T,
4K

trapped Ibw by

David Lucas brought A

181] WOILLS
back into it with four wickets 1n
Lhe space ol 13 deliveries at a
personal cost of three runs

In the day's other matches
Gloucestershire plundered 425

for four against Oxtord Univer-
sities at Bristol with Matthew
Windows hitting 166 and Tin
Hancock 85, while at Fenner's
Australian Test star Glenn Mc-
Grath picked up four wickeis for
just 10 runs as the students
struggled to 109 for eight in re-

better for the home side. who seven runs short of his centuny ply to Worcestershire's 254 for
failed to make the most of when dragging a wide delivery six declared
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