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Conscience — a Heavenly Trait

Time has come for the civil society to identify the wrong-doers and press for suitable re-
medial measures. Otherwise wrong-doers will continue to multiply and bring the country
to the brink of disaster. The political parties should also identify the wrong-doers
and clean the party apparatus and aim at clean politics.

by Muslehuddin Ahmad

UMAN Dbeings are en-
dowed with a heavenly
trait — the Conscience

and this is one of the most im-
rtant gifts of Almighty God to
R?Jmml ings. Indeed. this gift
enables the human beings to
win over the evils and this
makes them different from
animals. Chief Justice Latifur
Rahman, while talking about
the accountability of the judges,
very rightly said, (his delivered
made in Austria was reproduced
briefly in The Dally Star of
April 27, 2000), "His (Judge’s)
first accountability is, of
pourse, to his own conscience.”
It can safely be assumed that
the human beings would lar%el}'
be judged on the basis of this
heavenly trait on the Day of
Judgement. However, the Chief
Justice also added, “But that in
itself is not enough, because
conscience is not always invul-
nerable. What is also needed is
accountability to the Constitu-
tion.....” If conscience becomes
vulnerable to worldly greed and
outside pressure and the human
beings fail to determine the
right from wrong, then they
tend to assume the sub-human
status. If conscience fail to
guide, other considerations in-
cluding the dictates of the Con-
stitution may prove less com-
pulsive and can hardly deter
someone from doing wrong and
giving wrong decisions and
juclg;:ments.
he place of justice is a hal-
lowed place,” and the judiciary,
despite the recent inroad of the
wnr?dly evils into this hallowed
place, still enjoys the respect of
the people. This is why the peo-
ple do turn to judiciary to find
justice which they fail to find
somewhere else. But unfortu-
nately here also many “right
minded go away thinking that
the judge is biased.”

In his speech the Chief Jus-
tice himself was very critical of
the judges and said. ™ The judges
of the higher courts in many
countries are also not above
board. As a policy decision it Is
time to single out those corrupt
judges who have not main-
tained the highest standards of
integrity.” To earn more respect

and confidence of the people,
the Chief Justice umi- decide to
start the process of cleaning up
of the houses of justice in
Bangladesh itself. It Is "nol
only the bench, but the foot
places and precints thereol”
must also be cleaned up. The
present court environment and

particularly that in the lower

court is generally unhealthy
and that needs to be addressed
forthwith, The office of the
Chief Justice, in such an impor-

tant drive, shall certainly need
the cooperation and full sup-
port of the Bar Council and the
Assoclations of Lawyers as
these bodies know the wrong-
doers who are responsible for
the present undesirable envi-
ronment in some courts of the
country.

The Chief Justice, in his
speech, also dealt with the dete-
rioration in other areas of the
soclety. He said, "Our society is
riven by sSocial conflicts, tur-
moil and violence. Dishonesty
and corruption have become all
pervasive.” As the overall situa-
tion stands, it seems that con-
science has virtually taken
leave of many who are in the
helm of affairs and this amply
explains the reasons for the
present poor and chaotic gover-
nance situation, endemic cor-
ruption, extreme political po-
larization etc. The civil service
which used to keep the gover-
nance process stable and
largely geared to people’s wel-
fare regardless of change of gov-
ernments, has been politicised
by the successive governments.
Military which must be kept
above and out of politics has
also largely been affected. In-
deed, all these have added to the
deterioration in the governance
process,

Democracy, established af-
ter a long fight against the mili-
tary regime, could not deliver
fruits to the people. The politi-
cal parties have generally been
observed to be unduly impatient
to dislodge the elected govern-
ments and launch political pro-
grammes which have been ter-
ribly disruptive of normal furc-
tioning of country’'s economy.

This happened before and has
been happening now. Democ-
racy seems to have very little
meaning when there Is practi-
cally no communication be-
tween the leaders of the ruling
party and the opposition. Con-
siderations other than people's
interest seem to influence and
guide the decisions of the politi-
cal parties. This sort of politl-
cal process does not bode well
for democracy,

The elected members of the
Parliament belonging to the
opposition often boycott the
Parliament for months thus
making it a one par:ly parlia-
ment. Then how does the
democracy work ? Who takes
care of the problems of the peo-
ple who elect them? In order to
strengthen democracy the peo-
ple expect the political parties
to assure the electorates in clear
terms that they will not boycott
the Parliament nor will they
resort to the destructive Har-
é:ﬂlhér Eilelrfg‘rnc‘:?s!nplb Hlnex;axse 5 ven.-
tilate their grievances.

Though the country stands
almost at the bottom in terms
of economic position, it is doing
extremely well in terms of cor-
ruption and it is ranking prob-
abry as No. 1 or 2 in the world
map of corruption. Indeed, cor-
ruption, like a disease, has been
spreading through all levels of
the society — youths very much
included. It is feared that a gen-
eration would be lost in the pro-
CEeSS.

Horrifying is the extent of
copying in the SSC and HSC ex-
aminations. Even some par-
ents, teachers and local politi-
cal leaders are directly in-
volved. This type of exams are
meaningless. Better course
would be to abandon this type of
mass exams conducted by dif-
ferent Boards which are often
accused of corruption and poor
handling of the exam affairs.
Indeed, the individual schools
and colleges should be given the
responsibility to take the ex-
ams and award certificates. If
so many universities including
private universities are allowed
to award degrees, then why not
the schools? Once they are in

charge they will be consclous of
their responsibilities. There-
after, let the market mecha-
nism operate and take care of
the rest: Continued poor per-
formance will wipe out the bad
performers. The soclety itself
will then act and take charge.
Now they do not as the certifl-
cates are awarded by someone
else — the Board which means
the government. Even now the
SSC and HSC certificate hold-
ers have to appear In the tests
for their higher studies and for
jobs. Then why this exercise of
mass exam at all?

On the issue of bank default
too we are ranking very high.

Conscience has probably de-

arted totally from there as de-
ault culture seems ever growing
with the people directly in-
volved reportedly enjoying best
of everything on Almighty's
earth. But at whose cost? The
country suffers; the economy
suffers. The assessment is that
the interest rate could be low-
ered by about 2% Iif the de-
faulted amounts could be re-
alised. This would have cer-
tainly boosted country's in-
vestment. Unless strong actions
are taken including withdrawal
of political support, the bank-
ing sector may face collapse In
the near future. The develop-
ment partoers, international
organisations like the World
Bank, ADB etc have been ver
critical of these issues whic
are bringing bad name to the
country. But it needs to be
pointed out that these evils are
mainly in a section of the urban
society and the great majority
of the people of the country are
indeed the sufferers. Time has
come for the civil society to
identify the wrong-doers and
press for suitable remedial
measures. Otherwise wrong-do-
ers will continue to multiply
and bring, the country to the
brink of disaster. The political
parties should also identify the
wrong-doers and clean the
party apparatus and aim at
clean politics.

The author is Chairman, of
CIVIC- WATCH — Bangladesh

Ehud Barak and Peace Talks: A Failure?

Barak seems to be a big disappointment not only to the people of Israel who voted him to
power but also to the international community. He got stuck where Netanyahu did in
the past. The people all over the world ask: Do we see a change of old wine in a new
bottle in the last Israeli election?

by Harun ur Rashid

HEN Ehud Barak was
elected as Prime
Minister with a

landslide victory in May last
year, his poll rate was 59 per
cent among the Israelis. He was
the most decorated soldier in
Israel and he spoke right kind
of words about bringing peace
in Israel with the Palestinians
and Syrians. His V-shaped
smile that adorns his face was
considered to be one of confi-
dence and trust to the Israelis.

Almost a year after his elec-
tion, the poll rate dropped to 40
per cent and ‘Bibi’ Netanyahu's
support is rising, only 3 per
cent behind the declared sup-
port for Barak.

The question is: Why did it
occur?

There is a saying that every-
thing changes, nothing
changes. It applies in case of
Ehud Barak. He came to power
with a big bang. People expected
change for the better. What do
they witness? Failure.

He failed to produce peace
settlement with the Syria and
the Palestine Authority. His
single-mindedness appears 1o
become the root of problems
Some say he is a victim of his

—

image. He wants peace but on
his terms. As in the case with
most human endeavours they
do not conform to the neatness
of mathematics. There is a view
that Barak needs to take his
head out of the clouds long
enough to think of all conse-
quences of his actions. His goal
should be to seek a common
ground that means each side
must appreciate the concerns of
the other and then he will be
able to build bridges and not
barriers.

History has a bearing here.
The creation of Israel is consid-
ered as history's poisoned gift
to the Middle East during the
last century. It had injected
volatility and uncertainty in
the region. War after war was

fought between Israelis and
Arabs to claim the Palestinian
land.

Millions of Palestine people
were uprooted from Israel in
1948 and had been living in
Lebanon and Jordan. They Eave
no right to return to their
homelands. Barak appears to
remain in entrenched position
on the fundamentals of peace—
such as the status of Jerusalein,

the expansion of Jewish settle-
ment in West Bank, the fate of
Palestine refugees, the amount
of land of the West Bank to be
returned to the Palestinians
and the return of Golan Heights
to Syria.

Although Barak is expected
to withdraw the troops from the
Southern Lebanon by July 7 in
accordance with the UN Resolu-
tion 425, there is a view that
without the peace deal with
Syria, it might run the risk of
further destablising the area
and by definition the wider re-
gion. '

What we are witnessing is
the rule of the strong and not
fairness and justice. Barak re-
fuses to compromise on
Jerusalem and is committed to
expanding Jewish settlements
in West Bank and Golan Heights
and expects further concessions
from the Arab side. One Pales-
tinian Cabinet Minister Hassan
Asfour was reported to have
said: "We have nothing new to
add. There is no more room for
flexibility”.

The US Administration has
been trying hard to make a
comprehensive peace deal by

September this year and nego-
tiations have resumed this
week between Israelis and
Palestinians under the watch-
ful eye of US Special Envoy
Dennis Ross. The US Secretary
of State Madam Albright in-
tended to travel to the region to
ensure ‘intensive work’ in the
next six to eight weeks.

The danger appears to be
twofold: first the peace talks
with Syria had collapsed and
does not seem to be any move
for its resumption.. Second, the
timeframe of peace deal with
the Palestinians by September
appears to be impossible unless
Barak intends to compromise
on the fundamentals.

Barak seems to be a big dis-
appointment not only to the
people of Israel who voted him
to power but also to the inter-
national community. He got
stuck where Netanyahu did in
the past. The people all over the
world ask: Do we see a change of
old wine in a new bottle in the
last Israeli election?

a Barrister, is
Bangladesh Ambas-

The author,
former

‘sador to the UN, Geneva.

Chronic Hunger Fractures "Human
‘Right to Food"

by Juan L. Mercado

T the 21st century's start,
A:he most fractured human
ight is not liberty of ex-
Eresslon or protection from ar-
itrary arrest. It is the right to
food.

One out of five, who live in
the developing world today, are
chronically hungry. says the
Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion. That adds up to 790 mil-
lion men, women and children.

“"Malnutrition is an
exquisite form of torture and it
vitiates other human rights.”
the late FAO Regional Represen-
tative Dioscoro Umall told a
conference of Aslan executives.
"Businessman or beggar, man
has a fundamental right to ade-
quate food.”

But "a headcount
those imprisoned by hunger far
exceed political prisoners.” the
Filipino National Scientist
added. "What we have on hand
today {s a massive infraction of

——

shows

human rights.

The ili-fed today approxi-
mate the population of over 61
Cambodias, FAO's Stale of
Food and Agriculture report as-
Serts.

“This estimate captures the
trend.” the Worldwatch Insti-
tute agrees. But breaking down
calories per person, as FAO
does, "does not account for un-
equal distribution of food,
found virtually everywhere.”

The disparities are bleak,
Average food intake of a Cana-
dian child, for example, Is 3,058
calories daily. Compare that to
an Indonesian kid's 1,859, a
Filipino's 2,356 or a Vietname-
se's 2,.502.

The malnourished also blur

the inroads into hunger since
the First World Food Congress
met, at the Hague, in the early
1970s. That Congress issued the
landmark proclamation on the
human rlgljlt to food.

At the Second World Food
Conference, Henry Kissinger
proposed a target: By 1984, no
man, woman or child, would go
to bed hungry.”

"The greatest absolute
progress in reducing hunger was
made in Asia.” once the world's
basket-case, the new State of
the World 2000 report notes, In
Latin America, the nuinber of
underweight
by half.

But there have been serious
setbacks, too. In Africa, the

children was cut

number of wasted children dou-
bled. Hunger exacerbated by the
AIDS epidemic has seen life ex-
pectancy nosedive.

Barring agricultural
throughs, plus a "medical mir-
acle, some African countries
may lose one fifth or more of
their adult population tlurlnF
this decade” the Worldwatch
report foresees.

Thus, the World Food Sum-
mit, in 1996, scaled back to a
more modest” target: reduce
the lmn%ry by about five Singa-
pores (20 million) yearly.

This would halve, by the
year 2015, the over 831 million
pcniple. who went to bed hungry
in the carlf 1990s,

Since then, about eight mil-
lion were lifted out of hunger
zones annually, FAO reports.
This decline s less than half of
what the chastened Summit set
out to do. Why?

break-

Is IJO's Exit a Death Knell for

'We may not have any remorse or cry for the premature and unceremonious exit of 1JO
which was created to help get HYV jute seeds, remove the bottlenecks of the jute industry,
figcht quota and other protective barriers against the entry of jute in the polgpropylene
fibre producing countries, help invent many other jute goods by-products like jutton, wool-
lenised jute ete. IJO failed to live up to any such promises.

very recent news-item an-
nounced an unceremoni-
us exit of 1JO, 1.e. Inter-

national Jute Organisation
with (ts headquarters in
Dhaka. Not only unceremoni-
ously, but also It is a very pre-
mature death of the only unit in
Bangladesh belonging to the
United Nation's family, which
was ushered in with a bang in
1982 — but only to die by 2000
AD, after a very sickly, shabby,
colourless existence for 18
years.

Let us recall its origin, birth
and shortlived existence to
brush up our memory, as
proverbially public memory is
very short, Isn't it? Some four
decades ago, with so much exu-
berance, enthusiasm and a
sense of urgency, the Jute Indus-
t?' was carved out in this part
of the world, now Bangladesh.
The then Bengal Presidency till
August 1947 was practically the
monopolist producer of nearly
all the raw jute of the world, in-
cluding the finest "Golden Fi-
bre" as well as the coarse raw
jute, white and Tossa varlety et

~al. Even after the partition of

Bengal Presidency, almost 80
per cent of the entire jute as well
as the finest quality of golden
fibre came within the jurisdic-
tion of what was then known as
East Pakistan.

Nearly 120, i.e. all the exist-
ing jute mills at the time of par-
tition fell in the share of what
is known as West Bengal in In-
dia,

The two parts of the then
Pakistan had hardly any note-
worthy commodity, minerals,
or industrial goods to be able to
earn substantial quantity of so
much needed foreign exchange.
Quickly came the realisation to
the deciding authority in
Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi
and Islamabad that production
of jute goods in the quickest
possible time could be the
saviour at our critical moment
of shaky economic existence.
Thus between 1950 and 1961-62
in 10/12 years the migrating
affluent Muslim refugees from
India, the Bawas, the Bawanis,
the Adamjees and the Ispahanis
etc. started establishing jute
mills one after another at an
unbelievable speed in the
proverbially marshy land of
then East Pakistan. Thus came
the world's biggest jute mills,
the Adamjee, Platinum, Peo-
ple's and many others. East
Pakistan became a very proud
owner of 76/77 jute mills pro-
ducing sacking, hessian, CBC
and jute carpets. Bangladesh/
East Pakistan not only fed the
rest of the world with raw jute
including about 120 jute mills

Jute Economy?

by Salahuddin Ahmed

located in Howrah, Caleutta, 24
Pargana, Diamond Harbour In
India. but also another 100 jute
mills located in UK, Western
Europe, some even in USA and
Canada. The undersigned, the
author of the write-up in his
capacity as Chairman of Jute
Mills Corporation between
1976-78 and Secretary,
Ministry of Jute between 1980-
82 got a unique opportunity to
visit some of these mills outside
the subcontinent In a very
moribund state,

As referred to earlier be-
tween 1950 and 60/'61, the then
East Pakistan came to possess a
very formidable jute industry
enough to take the lion's share
in the International jute export
trade, snatching away a good
bulk of it from India which was
the pioneer in the industry for
about 100 years During 1969-
70, we produced 50,60,507 tons,
consuming 34.22 lakh bales of
raw jute and exporting almost
90 per cent of the jute products.
Because of the War of Liberation
and chaotic aftermmath its the
total production gradually de-
clined to 3,15,328 tons in 1972
consuming only 18.50 lakh
bales of raw jute. The jute in-
dustry was in a mess, indeed!

Then came the glorious
phase of nationalised indus-
trial sector when 11 big or
medium size corporations were
born. BJMC was one of them.
From hardly three lakh tons in
1972, Bangladesh produced its
highest quantum of jute goods,
6.07,000 tons, in 1981-82. For
couple of years with the excep-
tion of a few well-known sick
mills, the Industry as a whole
including Adamjee Jute Mills
made profits and the mill em-
plovees and workers got the
benefit of production and profit
bonus! In quick succession jute
marketing offices were set up in
Melbourne, Singapore, Kenya,
Brussels and also in Atlanta in
LUSA. These 5/6 jute marketing
offices became the watchdogs
and liaison offices and thus in
1981-82 Bangladesh succeeded
in exporting 5,60,000 tons of
jute goods — an all time high —
leaving its biggest rival India
wondering for a while. Our Gen-
eral Managers (Marketing) lo-
cated abroad were indeed very
dynamic; one or two of them
later on became Secretaries of
different Ministries.

Then, unfortunately, a very
myopic, short sighted and
quixotic decision was taken, by
the government, the then Min-
ister of jute to be precise, in the
name of economy and saving of
foreign exchange and all these
offices were abolished with the

exception of Brussels. To make
a long story short. from the glo-
rious biggest exporter ol jute
goods the situation now has
come down to such a pitiable
state that we could hardly pro-
duce even three lakh tons a year
and much less of it Is belng ex-
ported. There Is a huge stock-
pile and practically all the
mills, nationalised or priva-
tised, are iIncurring heavy
losses with the exception of the
mills owned by the Ispahanis in
Clliilagm]F.

To go back to the history of
the 1JO, this was born as a felt-
need of the jute producing and
exporting countries like
Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Thailand. As a matter of fact
some vears back before the
birth of 1JO in 1982 an organi-
sation called "Jute Interna-
tional” was (born or was it still
born?) As a matter of fact. the
then Secretary, Ministry of
Jute, was nominated to become
the first Executive Director of
the Jute International with
headquarters in Delhl. This
was only to allure Bangladesh's
decision making authorities to
grab the bait. The concept, how-
ever, was sabotaged as soon as
good senses dawned. An organi-
sation with only the jute pro-
ducing and exporting countries
could not be the panacea, {f
about 25/30 major jute goods
consuming countries were left
out. Thus | remember from my
days as Chairman of the Jute
Mills Corporation in early 1976
that how the idea of having
such an organisation was fi-
nally nullified.

The principal malaise which
afflicted the jute producing
countries was their stagnation.
Although very viable high
yielding variety of seeds for rice
and wheat were invented and
introduced successfully, there
was nothing like this for the
jute sector. Synthetic substitute,
polypropylene, a throwaway
bye-product of synthetic
substance came with a bang and

fibres produced out of
polypropylene were indeed very
cheap — avalable almost at a

throw-away price. The question
comes to mind why jute goods
from India and later on from
East Pakistan/Bangladesh were
easily exported throughout the
world by their manufacturing
mills? Because raw jute and jute
goods were then the cheapest
industrial commodity that
could be thought of. So long the
price of raw jute was Rs
15/20/30 or even 130 Taka per
maund, sale of jute goods was
not a problem. Cost of living
not only in Bangladesh, but all

——* .

over the world was going up and
up. While the price of rice,
wheat, potato and evervthing
else was going up, how could the
price of raw jute be left behind?

But when the actual price of
jute was 250/300 per maund for
the low grade ("C-Grade”), and It
s fraudulently, dishonestly
and artificially raised to
600/650 per maund showing the
same jute as higher grade ("B-
Grade”), how could then the
sacking, hesslan or CBC remain
the cheapest packing material,
in preference to polypropylene
made fibre? If anybody cares to
ask me having been a very ar-
dent and humble student of
economics and industrial eco-
nomics, "why this sudden U-
turn for the jute economy”, 1
will say with all the emphasis
at my command, that it is not
only the formidable threat
from the synthetic, but the pre-
sent debacle is more because of
the downright corruption in
nearly all the mills — a kind of
loot and plunder. The debacle is
90 per cent due to the state of
corruption and hardly 10 per
cent due to the threat of
polypropylene. With a bit of
honesty and earnestness, with a
bit of determined management
leadership, it was sufficlent to
curb down the hydra-headed
monstrous performance of the
so called Trade Unions and
CBAs and the slide could be
halted. The jute economy will
die an untimely death because
of corruption and not because of
the polypropylene fibre thireatl

We may not have anyv re-
morse or cry for the premature
and unceremonious exit of 1JO
which was created to help get
HYV jute seeds, remove the bot-
tlenecks of the jute industry,
fight quota and other protective
barriers against the entry of
jute in the polypropylene fibre
producing countries, help in-
vent many other jute goods by-
products like jutton, wool-
lenised jute etc. 1JO failed to
live up to any such promises,
Perhaps only the retired or §
about to be retired Jute Secre-
taries, Chairmen of Jute Corpo-
ration or senior scientists from
the BJRI might well lament be-
cause of the positions available
in 1JO provided the incumbents
with a very comfortable cush-
ion. But remnant of jute is still
there, and can be rejuvenated
because, after all. it is envi-
ronment friendly natural fibre.
Should any one cafre for its
prospect?

The author is a Jormer Sec-
retary, Gouvt of Bangladesh.

McKinnon Thrown in at
Commonwealth Deep End

The Zimbabwean parliament has passed legislation fixing responsibility on Britain, the
former colonial power, to compensate white farmers for land confiscated by the govern-
ment. President Robert Mugabe has agreed to go ahead with elections at the end of May
but relations with Britain are worsening. Gemini News Service reports on an early chal-
lenge for the new Commonwealth Secretary-General Don McKinnon.

HE moment the 61-year-

I old New Zealander Don

McKinnon stepped into his
new job as Commonwealth
Secretary-General he found
himself plunged into a major
crisis.

Violence in Zimbabwe, Pres-
ident Robert Mugabe's bitter
quarrel with Britain, and the
prospect of a May parliamen-
tary election that could herald
the end of his long reign —
which began as prime minister
in 1980 — are matters that have
begun to preoccupy McKinnon.

A foreign minister for 10
years, he is likely to find him-
self centre stage in the first
months of his new office.

McKinnon took over as sec-
retary-general from Chief
Emeka %nyamku on 1 April. As
he did so, Britain's Forelgn and
Commonwealth Secretary,
Robin Cook, was confronting
Mugabe at the Africa-European
Union summit in Cairo, white
farmers in Zimbabwe were un-
der siege from %roups of ang.

squatters, and anti-Mugabe
demonstrators were being
beaten up in the streets ol
Harare.

It was as if the clock had
been turmed back 20 years to the
days when the British govern-
ment of Margaret Thatcher was
trying in vain on the eve of in-
dependence to keep Mugabe
from power in favour of a coalli-
tion led by his late rival Joshua
Nkomo.

Nkomo lost the 1980 elec-
tion and eventually became
vice-president., Mugabe eflec-

— DEPTHnews. I tively cemented white-black re-

Derek Ingram writes from London

Commonwealth Secretary-General
Don McKinnon:
Brewing crisis

lations, but in the historic
three-and-half-month Lan-
caster House talks in 1979 a
crucial issue had been fudged —
land ownership.

At the recent Cairo sumimit,
the former Zambilan leader
Kenneth Kaunda blamed
Britain for this lapse. He was
right. At Lancaster House, it
had been proposed that a fund
would be set up to compensate
white farmers if their land was
acquired by Zimbabweans

When Zimbabwe settled
down to independence, the fund

was quietly forgotten. Twenty
vears later, 11 million hectares
of prime land are owned by
4,500 white farmers. One mil-
lion black farms share 16 mil-
lion hectares — much of it poor
soil.

No one disputes the need for
land reform, but Zimbabwean
negotiations with Britain and
other donor countries broke
down because land was being al-
located to ministers and party
officials rather than to needy
African farmers.

What is happening in Zim-
babwe now is plainly againsl
the spirit of the Harare Declara-
tion approved by the Common-
wealth Heads of Government
meeting of 1991, which was
presided over by Mugabe. This
laid down the accepted political
principles for member stales,
such as democracy, Fmd gover-
nance and the rule of law.

In a new bilography — Eye of
Fire by Phyllis Johnson —
Chief Anyaoku is quoted as say-
ing after that summit: "Zim-
babwe occuples a special place
in the history of the evolution
of the modern Commonwealth,

"The crisis in Rhodesia [the
pre-independence name] posed
the most serious threat to the
continued cohesion — indeed at
a certain stage, the existence —
of the modern Commonwealth ™

He added: "Zimbabwe moved
to freedom...in a remarkable
and continuing act of reconcili-
ation,”

But now, the British press is

calling for the suspension oOrj
even expulsion of Zimbabwe
from the Commonwealth, and
racial element has crept into
comments — reminiscent of the
long years of lan Smith’s white
Rhodesian regime. .
Mugabe has stirred the pot
with Britain further by repeated
intemperate remarks aboul
Prime Minister Tony Blair's
"cabinet of gays’.
Two African Common-
wealth heavyweights, Presi-
dents Olusegun Obasanjo of
Nigeria and Thabo Mbeki ol
South Africa, are worried bys
events in Zimbabwe and ac
tively trying to calm Mugabed
He can be a difficult man tof
calm .
The Commonwealth mecha
nism for dealing with the King
of situation arising in Zim-§
babwe is scrutiny by the Comg
monwealth Ministerial Actiors
Group (CMAG) of eight foreigr
ministers, of which McKinno
has been deputy chairman.
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Its guidelines provide fog
suspension of a member in the
case of military takeover o
other unconstitutional! over
throw of government or of “se
rious and persistent violation
of the Harare Declaration. A se
of tighter rules was deferred a
last November's Common
wealth summit in Durban.

In valedictory remarks i
March, Anyaoku regretted th
delay and said that if these f:
ther rules had now been Ix
force. the case of Zimbaby
would become eligible fg
CMAG's scrutiny.

TOM & JERRY
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By Hanna-Barbera

JERRY SURE CAN
BRING IN THE
BUSINESS,

James Bond
BY WX FLEMING
DRAWPG BY HORAX

7
SERIOUSLY =
PO WE GET

ANY HELP

FROM THE

RUGCSIANG ?

\._\\‘J
\ b

WARNINGS ' T'(L
TEW YOU WHAT

MAJOR GORDIENKD — BEING A

G QU BUNGLER, TYPICAL OF RED ARMY
INTELLIGENCE — BLEW MIS OPERATION
BY A LEAK FROM HIS OWN GROUP

~AND YOU .
JAMES . ARE
CWEET - TALKING
ME INTO FIGHMTING
RIVAL WESTERN
RS SO YOU
OW UP THE
CONFERENCE !

SECURITY
PRECA

. — i

FINALLY ., A
CMINESE PLOT s W

UNTHINKABLE— AND ’ .-‘,"’ > LA k /
THE CONFERENCE S \ 2 4 ‘
PERFECTLY SAFE. -
ANYHOW - PUE TO r,,
HIS OWN AIRTIGHT ',l
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