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a real scare when, they were re-
duced to 83 for five in 1b overs.

14 The Baily Star
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Barthez intends

to quit Monaco

FONTVIEILLE, Monaco. May

Jd: France's World Cup goal-
Keeper Fablen Barthez has de-
manded a transfer after a spat
with Monaco coach
Puel, French daily L'Equipe re-
Rt;)rtcd on Wednesday, reports

Barthez said that Puel ques-
tioned his motivation during a
recent French League match
against Marseille, which
Monaco lost 4-2,

"Puel sald "1 have no confi-
dence in you ... you had a debt
on the day of tlw match at the
Stade Velodrome. You were
bought by Marseille,” Barthez
said.

Dalmiva let

From ]x:ge 13

Teputation has been injured
and harmed by the conspiracy
against him\when he filed his
lawsuit against Aggarwal.

And, with his three-year
tenure as president due to end in
June, Dal;:uixa will be grateful
that the 1ICC has cleared his
naine,

Meanwhile, Richards chal-
lenged former Indian Cricket
Board chairman Inderjit Singh
Bindra to make a formal writ-
ten submission to the ICC solic-
ftors after making a series ol
match-fixing allegations.

Hard evidence has been lack-
ing in much of the finger-point-
ing which has gone on since
South African Hansie Cronje
was sacked after admitting tak-
ing money from an Indian
businessman for supplying in-
formation on matches involv-
ing his country.

It seems likely that the ICC
will announce on Wednesday
that an investigative panel will
be set up to deal with issues of
this kind in future and Bindra’s
evidence could provide a useful
starting point.

"He has written to the board
indicating that he has a certain
amount of information, so we
have advised him to contact our
solicitors,” said Richards.

"One of the frustrations of
this whole issue is the lack of
hard evidence and I would urge
anyone in our sport who has
any Information should bring
it forward. whether it be to the
ICC, the relevant governing
body, the police or the media.

"We are totally determined to
rid our sport of any corruption
and malpractice.”

Abahani

From page 13

sibul. for whom it was the sec-
ond five-wicket haul in the
League, also saw Brothers tuin-
bling with more than nine of
their share of 4lovers remain-
ing unused

Abahani. in their chase,

Eol

But an absorbing 63-run part-
nership for the undr; feated sixth

wicket between Anisur Rahman

and Asadullah Khan (lasht*{i
Brothers' hopes lor a
turnaround.

The two young players, who
were the last recognised bats-
men in the Abahani lineup, re-
ceived a standing ovation from
a few thousand 101.;1! sky blue
supporters for their association
in the match-winning stand

A matured head on a young
shoulder Anisur scored 36 off
37 balls. The most interesting
facet of Anisur’s innings was a
four over mid-off and an
exquisite six over long oll
Samarasekara's successive de-
liveries in the 25th overs. His
two-stroke brilliance under
overcast condition also drove
Abahani's fear of a rain-inter-
rupted result at a break-even
situation.

Brothers apptarmi to have
enjoyed a mental over
Abahani with a score o I 35 at
the end of 25 overs. But Anisur s
exploits in that costly over by
Samarasekara took Abahani t
137 in 25 overs

Asadullah scored 27 off it |

included a couple ol

(d S1M

balls it
fours and

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Janakan-
tha Premier Division Super
League match between Abahani
Krira Chakra and Brothers
Union at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium yesterday:

BROTHERS UNION:
Shahriar lbw b Igbal 1]
Ehsanul run out 45
Samarasekara ¢ Naimur b
Hasibul 4
Farhan ¢ & b Hussain 35
Sanwar run out 4

Joshi ¢ Mizanur b Hasibul 13
K Mahmud st. Mizanur b

Rehman 14
Jahangir b Hasibul ]
Mokter ¢ Rehman b Hasibul |
Kamal not out |
Imran ¢ Anisur b Hasibul 0

Extras: (Ib-5, nb-1, w-5) 11

Total: (All out in 31.5

overs) 145
Fall of wickets: 1-18; 2-37; 3-

92: 4-96; 5-111; 6-127;, 7-135; B-

140; 9-141.

Bowler 0 M R w
Hasibul 85 1 45 5
Iqgbal 5 0 27 1
Abdul Rehman 8 0 3 ]
M Hussain 7 2 28 |
Nalmur Rahman 3 0 |7 0
ABAHANI KC:
Hussain ¢ Farhan b Joshi 18
Zahid ¢ Samarasekara ¢ Sanwar 13
Azam c Sanwar b Joshl 37
Nalmur run out B
Akram run out 0
Anisur not out g5
Asadullah not out 27
Extras: (Ib-3, w-4) 7
Tolal: (For 5 wickets In 27
OVers) 116
Fall of wickets: 1-19; 2-49: 3-
74: 4-74; 5-83.
Bowler O M R w
K Mahmud 1 0 32 0
sunil Joshi 9 | 2 2
Sanwar 6 0 3. |
Imran Rahim 1 0 21 0
Samarasckara 4 0 y, 5 0

Result: Abahani won by 5
wickets,
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IVALENCIA, Spain,
‘May 3: Valencla
i‘\t‘f\t’d up a feast
of attacking foot-
CHAMPIONS', ) to score a de-

el served 4-1 win
over Spanish rivals Barcelona
in their Champions League
semi-final first leg at the
Mestalla stadium here on Tues-
day, reports AFP.

Had an audacious late back-
heel from Javier Farinos not
flashed wide the damage might
have been even worse for
Barcelona, who now face an up-
hill struggle to claw back the
deficit next week at the Nou
Camp

But two from Miguel Angel
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enough for starters with only a
Mauricio Pellegrino own goal to
cheer the Catalans.

Barca, who have won the
trophy just once - under Johan
Cruyff's tutelage in 1992 - have
been this season's goal kings
and went into the match having
netted 42 times in 14 matches
for an average of exactly three
per game with world player of
the year Rivaldo bagging ten of
them.

In contrast, Valencia, who
have never won the competi-
tion, had made the net ripple a
‘mere’ 26 times having played
two extra games in a prelimi-
nary round, though they had
conceded just 12 goals to Barca's
|8 prior to Tuesday.

Histarv, was on Valencia's
side as thep.had won both pre-
vious European encounters
with their local rivals - as well
as two of this season's earlier
meetings - and brimming with
confidence they duly set about
their visitors with gusto.

With meetings in recent sea-
sons between the two averaging
four goals apiece the 50,000
crowd knew they were in for a
classic - and the vast majority
went away well satisfied as that
average was surpassed

Rivaldo, twice on target for
Brazil against Ecuador last
week in a World Cup qualifier,
had promised before the game
that Barca would score at least
once to set themselves up for
next week's Nou Camp return.

Indeed the Catalan giants
have scored in every European
match they have played since a
1-0 defeat at Bayern Munich in
September 1998.

But without suspended Por-
tuguese playmaker Luis Figo,

 —— - —

Angulo, a Gaizka Mendieta
penalty and a sizzler from
Claudio "Piojo" Lopez were
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they were on the back foot from
the early stages and went be-
hind after ten minutes when
Angulo swivelled to crash home
a rising drive from inside the
box.

Rivaldo tried to galvanise a
tentative Barca with two efforts

which flew just over before
Farinos sent a pilledriver
whizzing above the Barca

crossbar as Valencia quickly
got back into the %rnuvf:.

Barca keeper Ruud Hesp al-
most let a loose ball dribble
over his line but gathered his
wits to avert disaster before
Farinos became the first name
lo go Into Swiss referee Urs
Meier's notebook on 20 minutes
for bringing down the maraud-
ing Rivaldo.

A turning point looked to
have arrived on 25 minutes
with Valencia's Kily Gonzalez
hitting the post with a shot on
the turn before Lopez crashed
home a drive only for the effort
to be chalked off for an appar-
ent shove on Zenden although
the challenge looked a fair one.

Barely a minute later, Va-
lencia fullback Pellegrino - a
former Barca man - turned the
ball into his own net to level the
scores at 1-1 after a tantalising
cross from the left by Dutch
1998 World Cup winger
Boudewijn Zenden.

But two minutes before the
break Angulo put Valencia back
in front from close range after a
searching low cross from Kily
Gonzalez, who had robbed
Gabri.

And a minuté into first-halt
time added on Gaizka Mendieta
made it 3-1 from the penalty
spot after Pujol clattered into
the rampaging Angulo, who
along with strike partner Lopez,
Kily Gonzalez and Mendieta,
was proving far too hot for Bar-
ca's suspect defence to handle.

It was Mendieta's fourth goal
of the tournament.

Barca rallied after the inter-
val and skipper Pep Guardiola
fired wide on the hour before
their disbelieving coach Louis
Van Gaal reacted by sending on
Jari Litmanen in place of Dani,
a huge disappointment.

Another player not on song,
Patrick Kluivert, then sent a
tame header into the arms of
Valencia keeper Santiago
Canizares on 67 minutes fol-
lowing a Zenden corner.

At the other end, Mendieta
forced Hesp to make a fine stop
before Carboni just got in a
tackle to stop Zenden in his

Valencia players celebrate their team's fourth goal against Barcelona during the
Champions' League semifinal first leg at Valencia on May 2.

— AFP photo

Valencia lesson for Barca

tracks as the action
switched to the other end.

Zenden then gave way to
Portuguese forward Simao

Sabrosa and Angulo also de-
parted for Valencia, replaced by
David Albelda.

The final goal was a master-
plece with Valencia breaking in
numbers and Lopez rifling
home a first time left-foot shot
in off Ruud Hesp's far post,

Valencia's last European
home defeat came eight seasons
ago against a,mll in the UEFA
Cup dml they held both of last

season's finalists - Manchester
United and Bayern Munich - to
draws earlier in the campaign.
As Van Gaal had himsell fore-
cast, their performance came as
110 surprise,

They have also shown their
mettle away from home with a
1-1 group phase draw at Bayern
and wins at Rangers and Bor-
deaux while they also boast two
Fairs Cup successes and one
UEFA Cup win,

Van Gaal had said belore the
game that he believes it is more
difficult to win titles by playing
attacking football than adopt-
ing a more cautious stance. But
going forward from the first
whistle is ingrained in the

Catalan club’s philosophy and
on this occasion it let them
down.

Prior to Tuesdav
won ten drawn three

again

they had
and lost

just one ol then Lhaanpions
League matclies he defeat
coming in the quarters at
Chelsea, whom they blew away
5-1 in the return le g, whereas

Valencia had sulfered three
VETSES.

Yet Barca, who lost here 3-1
in the Primera Liga earlier in
the season before a 3-0 success
at the Nou Camp, have not had a
good record in recent clashes
between the two regional rivals
and Valencia beat them at the
start of the campaign to lift the
Spanish Super Cup with Lopez a
particular thorn in their side.

Lopez has now netted 12
times against Barca - including
seven in four games last season
alone.

The two clubs had met twice
previously in European compe-
tition, with Valencia winnin
7-3 over two legs in the ol
Fairs Cup - forerunner of the
UEFA Cup - in the 1962 final
and then emerging victorious
again in the Cup Winners Cup
quarter-finals 20 years ago be-
fore gmng[ on to lift the trophy
at Arsenal's expense.

Ic-

MILAN, May 3:
Juventus coach
Carlo Ancelotti
may not be a gan-
bler but his team
will be playing
double or quits for the Italian
league title this weekend
against Parma. reports AFP.

Victory would leave them at
worst two points clear of Lazio
with just one more match to
play. at Perugia. At best, they
could be crowned champions on
Sunday afternoon If Lazio
failed to win at Bologna.

But the consequences of de-
feat in Turin do not bear think-
ing about for the Delle Alpi sta-
dium faithful: Lazio could un-

Lee's ankles
operated on

SYDNEY, May 3: Australian
[ast bowling sensation Brett Lee
Is recuperating after surgery on
both ankles, reports AFP.

He went under the surgeon’'s
knife in a Sydney private hos-
|:1tal on Tuesday to remove
yone spurs at the back of the
ankles after suffering soreness
for the past two seasons.

Surgeon Kim Slater sald the
(}IH*FHIIUIIH were successful and
should keep Lee pain-free (n fu-
ture,

Recognised as the fastest
bowler in Test cricket after
bursting onto the international
scene last summer, Lee timed
the operation to coincide with
his olf-season.

He will be fit for Australia's
next assignment -- the one-day
series against South Africa in
Melbourne in August.

Lee will be on crutches for
about eight days before begin-
ning 6-8 weeks of physiother-
apy

‘I have been strapping my
ankles for every match but |

:4

won't have to do that any more,"

said Lee,

“This winter was a good time
to get the ankles right so 1 won't
have problems In the future.”

expectedly find themselves top
of the table with only Reggina to
beat at home.

The arithmetic is all too
simple after Juventus' shock de-
feat to Verona last weekend, as
star striker Alessandro Del
Plero is the first to recognise,

"We can't afford to make any
more mistakes," he told re-
porters.

“Sunday Is going to be a spe-
cial day, and it could go either
way. We could be champlmm or
we could be overtaken."

Veteran defender Ciro Fer-
rara was already wlllpping up
his teammates, saying: "We're
going to have to put on a great
performance against Parma.”

Ancelotti himself is stoical
despite the team’s latest set-
back, saying: "The champi-
onship didn't end in Ve rona
but then, we knew it wouldn't

Ancelotti has frvquenlly
been putting on a brave face
since March 25.

That morning, his team were
nine points clear and strolling
towards the club's 26th league
title. Since then, they have lost
three and won three, while
Lazio have caught up by win-
ning five and drawing one.

And Juventus can expect no
favours on Sunday from a
Parma side who have their own
agenda for the last two matches

the millennium season,

Two consecutive 0-0 draws
have seen Parma slip from
third to fifth place - jeopardis-
ing their chances of the Euro-
pean Champlions League next
SEASOI.

Parma need points if they
are not to be left behind by AC
Milan and Inter, and coach Al-
berto Malesanli is convinced his
men can rise to the occasion.,

“For us, it will be like a
Champions League final and for
them too - because the y want to
win the title," he said. "All Itflh«

will have their eyes on us... but
we're confident . ”
Parma's Brazilian striker

Marclo Amoroso, the Serie A's
top scorer last season with Udi-

Anx10us times for Juve

nese but plagued with uuur:e:;
this season, was also upbeat.

"We're still hoping for a place
in the Champions League,” he
said. "In Turin, we're going to
enjoy ourselves.

"And it's a lucky ground for
me - [ often score goals there."

Ancelotti may not be a gam-
bler, but there are enough peo
ple who think Lazio are clearly
worth a flutter; the club's share

price soared by 20 percent on
Tuesday morning when the
markets re-opened after the

holiday weekend

Andersson
to miss

Euro 2000

STOCKHOLM, May 3: Swe-
den's international forward
Andreas Andersson has been
riuled out of Euro 2000 because
of an injury to the cruciate li
aments in his knee,. Swedish
press agency TT reported Tues-
day, reports AFP.

Twenty-six-year-old Ander-
sson, with six goals in 26 inter-
national appearances, told a
iress conference that he would
e out of the game for six
months,

It is the latest in a series of
injury blows for Sweden who
will also have to do without
Andersson's AIK Stockholm
team-mate Pontus Kaamark
and Sunderland's Stefan
Schwarz.

Andersson began his career
with IFK Gothenburg before less
than successful stints with Ital-
lan glants AC Milan and En-
glish Premiership side Newcas-
tle United.

Sweden were drawn along-
side co-hosts Belgium, Italy and
Turkey In Euro 2000, to be
staged In Holland and Belgium
from June 10-July 2.

Sport

| |

Premier kabadi

Sports Reporter

Fire Service B beal
Bangladesh Rifles A by 167-33
points in one of the two Premier
Division kabadt league matches
held at the court mﬁnccnt to the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dinm yesterday.

In the day's other match,
Dilkusha Sporting Club
recorded a 11-9 win over
Bangladesh Army B.

Sonall Bank will take on
Bangladesh Army A in today's
first match while Bangladesh
Police A will meet Bangladesh
Rifles B in the second match.

English Premiership

Petit Gunners’
hero

LONDON, May 3: Arsenal's
French midfielder Emmanuel
Petit came off the bench to
strike a hotly-disputed injury-
time winner in a 2-1 English
Premiership win over London
rivals West Ham on Tuesday,
reports AFP,

Victory for the Gunners kept
their Champlons League hopes
firmly on track amid bad-tem-
pered scenes after -the final
whistle at Highbury

Alter Marc Overmars'
minute goal had equalised

Paolo Di Canio's first-half
opener, Petit was alleged to
have handled the ball in the
build-up to his deflected late
strike but referee Paul Durkin
failed to spot it.

The officlal then sent off
Trevor Sinclair with just sec-
onds left for his second book-
able offence and he was sur-
rounded by angry Hammers
players - led by Paulo Wanchope
and John Moncur - at the final
whistle.

Arsenal are second Iin the
table, three points ahead of Liv-
erpool in third, and five ahead
of fourth-placed Leeds. All three
teams have three games left to
play as the race for a place
among Europe's elite next sea-
son hots up.

Former Inter Milan team-
mates Gianluca Festa and
Alessandro Pistone ensured a
share of the points for Middles-
brough in a 2-2 draw with North

70th-

East rivals Newcastle at the
Riverside Stadium.
Festa snatched a late

equaliser for Middlesbrough af-
ter Pistone had smashed New-
castle into a 2-1 lead in a pul-
sating game which will be re-
membered more for the passion
running through it than the
quality of the football.

Brazilian Juninho headed
the hosts in front after five
minutes, but Gary Speed lev-
elled within five minutes.

Scottish Premiership

Celtic see off
Dundee

GLASGOW, May 3: Mark
Burchill's ninth-minute strike
was enough for Celtic to edge
Dundee United 1-0 at Tannadice
on Tuesday, reports AFP.

Scottish Players' Player of
the Year Mark Viduka played in
Burchill who struck a powerful
first-time effort low beyond the
reach of keeper Alan Combe to
give the visitors the three
points.

It was Celtic's first win since
April 5. Rangers have since
clinched the title and now have
a 19-point lead over their Glas-
gow rivals.

In second-half injury time.
United almost equalised when
substitute Stephen McCona-
IGFuE saw a header come back

ff the post, but Celtic hung on
for a hollow victory

St Johnstone midfielder
Carl Kane hit a last-minute goal
to give his side a dramatic 2-1
victory and Kkeep Aberdeen
seven points adrift of Kil-
marnock at the foot of the Pre-
mier League table.

The Pittodrie club cannot be
relegated to the First Division
but manager Ebbe Skovdahl
has urged his side to finish
strongly and go above Kil-
marnock before the season is
over and boost their Scottish
Cup Final dreams.

Aberdeen would have taken
a draw after Darren Dods had
levelled Robbie Winters' opener
but Kane cropped up in the dy-
ing seconds to give his side the

points with just three games
remaining.

Liverpool secure
new sponsorship
deal

LONDON, May 3: Premier-
ship glants Liverpool an-
nounced a new sponsorship
deal with Reebok on Tuesday
that will earn the club 21 mil-
lion pounds (33.6 million dol-
lars) over the next three years,
reports AFP.

The Anfield club, whose
llnk-uéj with Granada last year
netted around 20 million
pounds (32 million dollars) for
a 9.9 per cent stake in the club,
claim their new shirt agree-
ment s the biggest currently in
the Premiership.

They have had sponsorship
from Reebok since 1996, and
the current deal - worth around
4m pounds (6.4m dollars) a year
- has 12 months to run,

The new agreement includes
updating the final year of the
present deal plus a two-year ex-
tension at 7m pounds (11.2m
dollars) a year.

Some of the cash will go to
fund Anfield's youth academy,
but there will also be a signifi-
cant amount available for Ger-
ard Houllier's transfer capital.

Liverpool's chief executive
Rick Parry sald: "This exten-
sfon to the current deal will en-
able us to continue the devel-
opment of the academy, plus
stadium redevelopment and
more funds to strengthen the

squad.”
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Scene from yesterday's Premier Division Kabadi League encounter between Fire Service
and Bangladesh Army at the court near Bangabandhu National Stadium.

— Star photo
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French First Division preview

PARIS, May 3:
With two games to
go in the French
season the race is
on to see who will
joln newly
crowned Champions Monaco in
Europe next season while a host
of clubs scramble to avoid
joining already relegated
Montpelller in the Second
Division, reports AFP.

At the top of the table Parlis
St. Germain have perhaps the
easiest job of holding onto their
second place and the vital au-
tomatic berth in the Champions
League as they host a Mont-
pellier side with nothing to play
for but pride.

PSG picked up a fine 2-1
away win over Bastia in their
last outing and leapfrogged
Bordeaux and Lyon into second
place and a win over Montpel-
lier would set them up nicely go-
ing into the last day of the sea-
son when they visit Troyes,

Bordeaux should stay in
touch as they host fallen UEFA
Cup semi-finalists Lens who are
neither in the running for Eu-
ropean places or threatened
with relegation.

Only a point separate PSG
and high flying Bordeaux who
have won six straight matches,
but coach Elie Baup will proba-
bly be happy to finish the sea-
son in third and grab a qualify-
ing spot in next seasons Cham-
pions League.

Lyon in fourth have seen
their season go a bit pear-
shaped after hanging on to sec-
ond spot for most of the season
but although they face rela-
tively easy matches against
Bastia at home Thursday and

Montpellier next week they will
have to hope that either PSG or
Bordeaux slip up or settle for a
UEFA Cup spot.

The scramble at the bottom
is equally intriguing as illus-
trious clubs such as Marsellle
and Cup finalists Nantes clam-
our with the likes of Nancy
Rennes and Metz to avoid the
embarrassment of ?mng down.

One of the crunch games is at
Marseille's Velodrome where
they host Tony Cascarino and
his Nancy teammates before he
leaves for Paris-based Red Star
at the end of the season.

Nancy popped their heads
above the relegation waters last
week when they dramatically
beat Nantes with a 90th minute
penalty after Cascarino had

iven them the lead with a first-
1alf header.

Marseille could only manage
a draw at Auxerre leaving them
just three points above the rele-
gation zone and they will not
want to go to Sedan on the last
day of the season needing a re-
sult after losing the title last
year on the corresponding fix-
ture.

Nantes who host s.urprlse
packages Sedan will be trying to
put Sunday's French Cup final
out of their mind as they are

holding one of the unhicky rele- -

gation straws.

They are a point from safety
but would probably colicede the
French Cup they won last sea-
son to the highly popular ama-
teurs from Calais at the Stade
de France were they to be guar-
anteed safety.

If Nantes are still in con-
tention they will visit fellow
relegation candidates Le Havre

Battle for Euro places

in their final match.

Metz and Rennes have also
been dragged into the dogfight
at the bottomn but only a disas-
ter will see them playing Sec-
ond Division football next sea-
son.

Rennes who were the sur-
prise team of last year and
played UEFA Cup football this
season will want to be careful
when they visit Auxerre before
hosting Metz a week later.

Rennes are only three points
above Nantes and will want to
ensure their safety and ease
their nerves before the visit of
Metz.

Auxerre will still have the
services of coach Guy Roux, who
announced Tuesday that he will
step down at the end of the sea-
son after a record-breaking 39
years at the helm of the French
First Division club.

It marks the end of the
longest period in continued ser-
vice for a coach at a single top
level European club.

Roux, 61, who will stay at the
club in a backroom capacity,
became coach at the Burgundy
club when the modest outfit was
in the French equivalent of the
sixth division, it is now eight in
the top flight.

Meanwhile, Metz host
Troyes and a win at the Saint-
Symphorien stadium will guar-
antee their safety.

FIXTURES:

. Thursday: Paris St. Ger-
maine v Montpellier, Bordeaux
v Lens, Lyon v Bastia, Marseille
v Nancy. Auxerre v Rennes,
Monaco v Le Havre, Metz v
Troyes, Strasbourg v St. Eti-
enne, Nantes v Sedan

| ONDON, May 3:
l.nglish Premier-
~hip club Totten-
ham have con-
lirmed they are in
the race to sign
Dynamo Kyiv striker Sergei Re-
brov but could still face a
formidable fight to land the 26-
vear-old Ukrainian inter-
national, the Press Association
reported Tuesday, reports AFP.

Some reports suggest the
deal is already done with Re-
brov accepting a basic 25,000
pound-a-week (39,000 dollars)
pay packet and only the fee left
to be negotiated at around 11m
which would shatter the club
transfer record.

Tottenham Director of Foot-
ball David Pleat, however, said:
"We do have an interest and we
have had talks but nothing has
been finalised yet.”

Pleat revealed last week that
Spurs, who have been criticised
by their fans for a lack of ambi-
tion in the transfer market,
were ready to sign at least two
top-quality strikers this sum-
mer.

The mid-table side also face
delicate new-contract talks

with skipper Sol Campbell who
has attracted the interest of
Premiership champions

Manchester United and Nor-
wegian top-scorer Steffen
Iversen.

Rebrov is one of the Europe's
hottest properties and has
scored over 100 League goals for
Kyiv and 24 in Europe for last
season's Champions League
semi linalists.

If Rebrov goes it would be the
second major loss in less than
12 months for Kyiv although
they were well compensated
when they sold fellow
Ukrainian Andrei Shevchenko
to AC Milan for a staggering
18m dollars.

It was believed that Serie A

fants Inter Milan were
avourites to land Rebrov as a
replacement for injury-blighted
Brazilian ace Ronaldo but three
other Premiership outfits are
also in the reckoning.

Chelsea. Arsenal and
Manchester United - now that
the 19m pound move for
Dutchman Ruud van Nistelrooy

has fallen through - may also
have an interest in Rebrov.

If Spurs get their man they

2.

Middlesbrough's Gianluca Festa llureground} and Alan
Shearer of Newcastle are in pursuit of the ball during
their Premiership clash at the Riverside Stadium on May

— AFP photo

blazoned on the back and large
groups of Japanese can be seen
making
Oly mpic Stadium here when
Nakata is playing.

Spurs eying Rebrov

would certainly have to signifi-
cantly outstrip the club record
6m they paid Newcastle for
former England striker Les
Ferdinand in 1997

Japanese PM
meets Nakata

ROME. May 3: Japanese
Prime Minister Yoshiro Morli
took advantage of his visit to
[taly to meet with his country’s
star footballer Hidetoshi
Nakata of Serie A club AS
Roma. the club announced
Tuesday. reports AFP.

The 62-year-old Mori is also
a rugby fanatic and still plays
but could not resist the oppor-
tunity to meet the 23-year-old
midfielder before returning to
Tokyo.

"We only talked about sport,”
said Nakata.

Nakata, moved to Rome at
the start of the year from Serie
A rivals Perugia in a 17 million
dollar deal which saw Roma's
Russian midfielder Dmitri
Alenichev move the other way.

Japanese tourists rarely
miss an opportunity to buy the
star's jersey with his name em-

their way to the

Zidane wants to
prove a point

BERLIN, May 3: France are
out to prove their World Cup
win was no fluke in the upcom-
ing Euro2000 chmuplonsh‘l:l.)s.
Zinedine Zidane said Tuesday,
reports AFP.

"Whatever happens we're
going to prove that the world ti-
tle wasn't a fluke,” Juventus’
French international assured
German football magazine
Kicker.

“It'll be amazing If we can
also take the title of European
ch.uupions But it's not going to
be easy,” added the man who
scored two of France's three
oals in their 3-0 defeat over

razil in Paris in 1998,

Zidane was reluctant to
nominate a, favourite for
Euro2000 which is being co-
hosted by Belgium and the
Netherlands between June 10-
July 2.

“There isn't a great deal of
difference between the 16
teams. Quite a few of them have
claims on the championship.”




