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Further EU gains in China’s
WTO talks welcome: US

HK Democratic Party chief backs pact

BRUSSELS. May 3: The
United States has negotiated a
strnnf nEreement on China's
entry to the World Trade Organ-
isation (WTO) but any further
concessions the European
Union can win from Beijin
would be welcome, a senfor U
official sald yesterday, reports
Reuters.

After the United States
reached a bilateral agreement
with China last November, the
EU is the biggest trade power
that has yet to conclude a deal
with Beijing on its bid to join
the world trade body. EU Trade
Commissioner Pascal Lamy is
hoping to wrap up a deal in
talks in China during the week
of May 15.

Deputy US Treasury Secre-
tary Stuart Ejzenstat said he
and Lamy had discussed Lamy's
Inrthcnmln% trip to China “at
substantial length” during talks
in Brussels on Tuesday.

"We very much wish Mr
Lamy well in his negotiations,”
Eizenstat told a news confer-
ence.,

The White House is currently
trying to round up vote sin
Congress for legislation that
would grant China permanent
trading benefits in the United
States. A vote on permanent
normal trade relations (PNTR)
iIs scheduled for the week on
May 22-26 in the US House of
Representatives.

‘We believe that our agree-

ment ... Is so strong, that re-
ardless of what happens with
the EU agreement, it s more
than sufficient to merit giving
PNTR to China and getting
China into the WTO ... It is an
unparalleled opportunity for
American companles,” Eizen-
stat said.

But, if Lamy was able to ne-
gotiate further tariff reductions
or other market access provi-
sions with China, such conces-
sions would also benefit the
United States and would be wel-
come, Elzenstat sald.

Under WTO rules, conces-
sfons made to one WTO member
must be made avallable to all,
so any additional benefits won
from China by the 15-nation

EU would have to be granted to
US firms too.

Meanwhlile, Hon Kong
Democraltic Party lcat%rr Mar-
tin Lee met President Bill Clin-
ton and Democratic lawmakers
vesterday to make the case that
permanent normal trade rela-
tions with Belfing will improve
human rights and the rule of
law in China,

White House oflicials ar-
ranged for Lee to see Clinton
and to join in the US president’s
talks with undecided Demo-
cratic lawmakers to show that
people who support reform in
China also support permanent
normal trade relations with
Belfing.
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Bhuiya, Managing Director,
present,
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The first Board of Directors’ meeting of Global Insurance
Limited was held at the company's Head Office in the city
Monday. In the meeting, Architect Mubasshar Hus=ain
was unanimously elected chairman of the Board while A R
Howlader was appointed chief adviser of the company A R
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and other directors were also
—Global Ins photo
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Uganda qualifies for

IMEF, WB

WASHINGTON. M The
International Monctary Fund
(IMI") aind the World Bank have
announced that Uganda has
qualified for 1.3 billion dollar
in debt relief, reports AFP.

The amount Includes inter-
est due on 660 million dollars.
or about two-fifths of Uganda's
total International debt,

The announcement yester-
day brings Upanda's total debt
relief to 2.0 billion dollars.
supplementing relief alreads
Janted under an earlier ver-
sion ol the IMF and World
Bank's debt relief initiative.

Uganda’s eligibility for debl
reliefl under the enhanced
Heavily Indebted Poor Coun-
tries (HIPC) initiative s a
recognisation by the Interna-
tional community of the
progress made in implementing
economic reforms and poverty
reduction.,” the IMF and the

debt relief

Bank sald in a joint statement,
The decision to fund the debt
reliel for Uganda was delayed in
April by the IMF after it learned
that President Yoweri Museveni
had purchased a Gulfstream jet
for some 37 million dollars ;

Uganda's government had
committed 1o "wholly offset the
recent payments related 1o the
purchase of a presidential air-
cralt by cuts in defense and
other non-wage expenditures.”
SO as not to derall poverty re-
duction. according to the state-
ment

Uganda remains one of the
Imre.ﬁt countries (n the world
yut inflation there has dro
to 5.3 per cent from 16.1 per
cent in the last six years, and
the share of those living in
poverty dropped from 56 per
cent in 1993 to 44 per cent in
1997, the statement said. -
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Mohiam Hossein
new MD of
HBEFC

R TEx "

SM Moniam Hosscvin has
been promoted to the post ol
Managing Director of House
Building Finance Corporation.
Says a press release.

Prior to his new assignment,
he worked as the Managing Di-
rector (Current Charge) of
HBFC.

With an MBA degree from
the University of Karachi in
1967, Moniam Hossein started
his banking career with the
Shilpa Rin Sangstha as an In-
vestmeut Officer in 1969. He
worked In dillerent important
positions of BSRKS in Khulna. Ra-
jshahi and Dhaka

Moniam Hossein was also
the General Manager ol Rupali
Bank Lid
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Addendum No. 1 (one)
| Dated: 20/4/2000 against
Tender Enquiry No: Pur-

The closing & opening date of
BPDB’s International Tender
| nquiry No. Pur-402/2000| |
dated 8/3/2000 for supply
of Spare Parts (Radiator &

Torque Convertor) for |
Bheramara GCT Powerl|
Station, PDB, Bheramara,

Kushtia is hereby extended
up to 10/5/2000.

All other terms & conditions
will remain unchanged.

|
Biddut/Jana-1889(4)/99-2000
DFP-10106-27 / 4

G-807

Director of Purchase
PDB, Dhaka

402/2000 Dtd. 8/3/2000 |

' Microsoft to opt for time

to examine breakup plan
Objections to be filed on May 10

SEATTLE, May 3: Microsoft
Corp said yesterday it will ask
for more time to prepare a de-
tailed defence against the US

overnment's proposal to
ngrmkup the software giant to
curb its monopoly in computer
operating systems,
Reuters.

Microsoft will file its objec-
tions to the government's pro-
posal on schedule on May 10,
and also will suggest allowing it
more time to gather data and
detail its opposition to the
breakup plan, spokesman Jim
Cullinan said.

Cullinan said that because of
the complexity of the proposal
by the US Justice Departiment
and 17 states filed last Friday,
Microsoft wanted to do further
research into the plan.

“We have not started even
looking into the details of their
proposal.” Cullinan said

"We are going to state our ob-
jections to it and propose our
remedy ... and we are gning to
look ahead to the process,” Cul-
linan said. "There could be
hearings and witnesses with

" examination and cross-exami-

nation”.

The government will have
until May 17 to answer Mi-
CroSofn’s objecons, anda conurt

reports,

granted, it could postpone a fi-
nal remedy for months.
Microsoft said last week be-
fore the plan was announcedl
that it would need more time to
present a response if the gov-
ernment called for a breakup,

JB MD visits
ReadyCash
office 1n city

Managing Director of Janata
Bank S A Chowdhury yesterday
visited the head office of Amer-
ican International Bangladesh
Ltd (ReadyCash) located in
Dhanmondi, says a press re-
lease.

ReadyCash President M J
Islam, Secretary M E Islam and
Director Todd Anderson re-
ceived the JB managing direc-
tor.

During his Inspection,
Chowdhury visited various de-
})artmcnts of the ReadyCash of-
ice. MJ Islam informed de-
tailed him about the ReadyCash
service.

Janata Bank was the first
bank to negotiate with Ameri-

can mrernarionar{BDr Ltdand- —~abhout- 80 per-cent-of PCs, ‘to- |

and Cullinan said it had beern
understood that the process
could take longer if the gov-
ernment s remedy was as harsh
as a breakup.

A government official said
that Microsoft was siply seek-
ing to delay the process. The of-

Hicial said Microsolt had all of
the mlormation it needed to
cvaluate the government's pro-
posal and there was no need to
engage in extensive discovery.

At an April 4 meeting with
the parties, Judge Thomas Pen-
field Jackson discussed with
lawyers for both sides what
would happen next.

‘What | do not want to do is
to have caused this thing to drag
on through a number of months
of additional proceedings,
Jackson salid.

In its proposal, the Justice
Department said Microsoft
should be broken in two, with
one company selling the Win-
dows operating system for per-
sonal computers and the other
handling other programmes
such as word processing and
Internet browsing software

Microsoft was found guilty
last month of abusing its con-
trol over Windows, which runs

hearing iIs scheduled lor May subscribe to this service for the  harnn rivals and strong-arm
24 If Microsoft's request is  benelit of its customers. partners,
g

Janata Bank Managing Director S A Chowdhury is seen at a department of American In-
ternational Bangladesh Ltd (ReadyCash) at Dhanmondi in the city yesterday.

1 Tender No. & date
Description of stores

4
Sale price of tender

the tender.
opening of tender.

Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation

Krishi Bhaban
49-51, Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000
(Purchase Division)

Local Tender Notice

1-Pacha(P)32/99-2000
20.04 2000
Power Tiller (with accessories)—

Tk 250/- (Taka two hundred &

documents (Non- fifty) only.
refundable)

4 Last date of selling 14.06.2000.
of tender documents

3 Date & time of 15.05.2000 at 12:00 hours
submission of tender

6 Date & time of 15.05.2000 at 12:05 hours.
opening of tender

Z  Place of submission Tender box kept in front of the
of tender office of the General Manager

(Purchase), Purchase Division

(3rd floor), BADC, Krishill
Bhaban, 49-51, Dilkusha C/A,
Dhaka.

Chittagong Hill Tracts Integrated
Agricultural Development Project.
Local fund.

Tender documents can be purchased on cash payment from
the Cash Section of Accounts Division (3rd floor), BADC,
Krishi Bhaban, 49-51, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000.

Tender documents will not be sold on the date of opening of

No tender documents or part thereof will be accepted after

i _BADC, Dhaka.

dt

Nos

Md Faridul Alam
Manager (Purchase)
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Workers protest poor labour standard

30 Cambodian garment
factories shut down

PHNOM PENH, May 3: More
than 1,000 garment workers on
Wednesday marched for a third
stralght day to protest poor
labour conditions, a strike that
has reportedly brought 30 fac-
tories to a halt, reports AP.

The mostly female
protesters stopped In front of
the Ministry of Labour, shout-
ing slogans to the beat of tradi-
tional drums and waving ban-
ners saying "Fight Soclal Injus-
tice."”

The demonstrations began
on May Day, an iInternational
holiday celebrating workers,
and have continued through the
middle of the week.

beginning to alarm industry
leaders, the Cambodia Daily re-
ported Wednesday.

"This Is a matter the gov-
ernment must handle,” Roger
Tan, secretary general of the
Garment Manulacturers Asso-
ciation, was quoted as saying.

"These demonstrations are
creating disruption of work and
problems for the factories.”

Municipal leaders were
quoted as saying the demon-
strations have been peaceful
and that labour unions ob-
tained proper permits.

Dozens of civilian and mili-
tary police kept a close eye on
Wednesday's march, directing

As many as 30 garment fac- traffic around the mass of
tories have been shut down by workers outside the Ministry of
the strike, a situation that is |.abonr
e
e
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Director of G'TZ Dr Hessameddin Tabatabai addre==c~ 1l
closing ceremony of "Business Expansion Course
iIsed by Promotion of the Private Sector, Component-B 1in
Dhaka city, at the BRAC Conference room yesterdayv. Ri-
carda Meissner, Team Leader, PPS-B, GTZ, and Eduardo

Canela, Senior Expert and
are also seen in the picture.

Training onN :
Business KExpansiq
Promotion of the Private Secld

2" May 2000.BRAC INN
crief Guest: Drff. Jssameddin Tabat ot
TR - e

Organized by

organ-

Chief Trainer of the course,
—GTZ photo
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1 Name of work

2 Estimated cost
3 Earnest money

4 Eligibility of the
firm

o) Precondition to

8 Place of tender
receiving/

tender opening

DFP-10028-27/4
G-809

-« Civil Aviation Authority
of Bangladesh

Kurmitola, Dhaka
No CAAB/EM-3/1999-2000/7

Re-Tender Notice

RMO E/M works services at Osmani
Airport; Sylhet during the year 1999-
2000 (SH: Providing & Installation of
sub-mersible water pumping set) Code
No 3005.

Tk 3,03,969/- only.

Tk 7,600/- only in the shape of Bank
Draft/Pay Order from any scheduled
bank of Bangladesh in favour of the
Executive Engineer E/M Division-3,
CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka.

CAAB, Kurmitola enlisted 'B' & above
class E/M contractor having valid
electrical licence and experience In
similar nature of works

Above

purchase/set necessary papers in favour of their
tender schedule eligibility for purchasing tender
schedule.

6 Value of tender Tk 250/- (two hundred fifty) only (non-
papers refundable).

7 Place of a) Superintending Engineer, P&D/QS
availability of Circle, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka
tender b) Executive Engineer, E/M Division-

3, CAAB, Kurmitola, Dhaka
¢) Airport Manager, Osmani Int'l

Office of the Executive Engineer, EM
Division-3, Kurmitola, Dhaka

Opening

9 Last date of 14-5-2000 during office hours
tender selling

10 Date & time of 15-5-2000 up to 1200 hrs.
tender receiving

1.  Date & time of 15-5-2000 at 1230 hrs.

In case of unavoidable circumstances, if the total transport
and communication are disrupted on the date of receiving and
opening tenders will be received and opened on the next office day
Other terms and conditions of the tender will remain unchanged
Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders
or part thereof without assigning any reason

firms may apply with

Airport, Sylhet.

PA to Member (Ops & Plans),
Chief Engineer, HQ, CAAB and
Director (ZIA), CAAB,
Kurmitola, Dhaka.

Executive Engineer
E/M Division-3

A CAA_I%, Kurmitola, Dhaka.
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| Following are yesterday's American Express Bank rates
i_gmhf ative) of major currencies _?%fmwt_ifﬁ_kﬂ sl s
urrenc | 1 Buyi | Buyi
| : !sﬁﬁ?oo lBc” TP .ooié%m 00
; RS0 & { | Cean | ExporiBMl | Transfer |
| _US Dollar __4’_512390_ 512700 | 508100 | 50857 0580 |
| PoundStg | 802774 | 803401 | 79075 | 788375 | 787256
| Deutsche Mark | 242150 | 242348 | 282120 | 231421 | 231000
’ Swiss Franc !F_30055? | 300792 : 204465 | 293579 | 293181 s
| JapaneseYen | 04740 [ 04744 | 04654 | 04640 | 04633
| Dutch Guilder | 214920 | 215088 | 28010 { 205390 | 205088
| DanishKrona | 62507 | 6255 | 61218 | 61033 | 60947 |
| Australian § | 307073 | 07312 | 294139 | 293253 82837
| Belgian Franc | 1.1741 | 11750 | 11254 | 1.1220 11204 |
| Canadan$§ | 348066 | 348538 | X882 | 337264 06784 |
; French Franc | 7228 | 1258 | 63210 | 69002 GE-IG :I
| HongKong$ | 65806 | 65046 [ 650% | 6.48% | 64807
} ltalian Lira | 00245 | 00245 | 00234 | 00234 | 00233 |
| Norway Krone | 57627 | 57672 | 56727 | 56556 56475
| Singapore$ | 301743 | 301979 | 202213 | 291333 20019 |
| Saudi Rial | 136868 | 137075 | 135111 134705 13.4513
| UAE Dirham _ | 139866 | 139975 | 137968 | 137543 | 137347 |
| SwedishKrona | 57565 | 57600 | 56847 | 56675 | 56505 |
Qatari Riyal | 14112 | 141232 | 130160 | 130741 138543 |
| Kuwaiti Dinar | 1720513 | 1721857 | 1598502 | 1593689 | 159.1424 |
| ThaiBaht | 18346 | 13357 | 12216 | 1317 | 13158 |
Euro | 47 8621 473091 | 463087 | & | 451877 |
. Bill buying rates : B
' TT Doc | 30Days | 60Days | 90Days | 120 Days | 180 Days|
| 507112 50,3866 499632 | 49508 | 491163 | 482655 | &
| US dollar London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) : | B
Buying | Seling | Curre 1 3 6 Months | 9Months | 2 |
| ($) __{(S) |ncy |Month |Months | | , Months |
| 505850 | 512300 | USD | 635500 | 656875 | 678375 | 70065 | 71615 |
| 787254 | 802774 | GBP | 618960 | 635750 | 648125 | 659301 | 570250
Cash/ | Cash/ | EURD | 394500 | 410750 | 428000 | 444938 | 457250
TC TC

Shipping Intelligence

CHITTAGONG PORT

Berth position ;'nuilu'rlunimn- -

f vessels as on 3-5-2000

Berth  Name of vessels Cargo l. port Local Date ofLeaving
No call agent arrival -
/| Sheng Yang (48) Gl (St. Coll Sing RML - 35
. olrorat Naree R Secd RowaRainbow 17/4 S/9
/3 AA Venture RicelP Kara Cla 22/49 6/5
17’94 New Success Cd Sing F"?*'_.;‘- 2 55
)/ Marine Express Wheat(P Teke: Total 9/4 10/5
J/6 prillilant PescadoresGl(St.( >ing Everetd 30/ 4 35
J/7 Altair Gi Swich Lutful 20/4 15
/10 Mergul Rice(P) Yang MTA 29/4 6/5
)1 /11 Achiever Cont P Kel RSL 26/4 i
1/ 12 Iran Nabuvat d B ABB BSC 24/4 15
J/13 Kota Singa Cont Sing PiliBD 26/4 -
CCT/1 Kota Cahaya Conl Sing Pil (BD) 22/4 4/5
OCT/2 Xpres Renown Cont Sing RSL 2/5 /2
) Ban Ann C.Clink Pada RML 29/4 2D
GSJ Banglar Mamata Repair B3 A 75
TSP Elizabeth R Phos HamreSeacom 22/4 10/5
RM/3 Cormorant-1 CDSO Kaki Rainbow 21/4 15
RM 4 Chavchavadze CDS| Parag Sealill 28/4 65
RM/6  Ocean Dolphin MS Atlantic 2/5 4/5
DOJ Halla HSD Albuja ECSL 26/4 4/5
DDJ/1  Banglar Shikha Repair Sing BSC 17/4 15/5
RM/9 Banglar Moni Repalr BSC R/A 6/9
KalcolU) Gretke lldendroll Urea Sing Everetl 28/4 15
Vessels due at outer anchorage
Nanic ol vessels Date ol L port Local Carg Loading
arrival call agenl port
Dea Conoueror /0 oSing Araleen P Equip
Lima SBS Cement
OSG Alpha (Cont) 24/4 1S Sing RSL Coni Sing
Amethyst 29/4 /5 - Total Yellow Wood
Mary Nour /5 Mala BSL CementiScan)
Norbulk Oak /5 Seacom C. Clinker .
Banga Birol (Cont) 24/4 2/9 Sing Bdship Cont Sing
Jin Cheng 14 Tang Bdship & -
Dafu 1/5 S Hal Bdship SPL Cargo
Da Fa 1/5 Sing RSL Cont Sing
Arabella (Cont) 24 /4 15 QCSL Cont Sing
Jurong Balsam (cont)26/4 15 Sing Nol Cont Sing
Jaya Mars /5 Everbest Cont Cal
Elmwood 15 CCNL Sugar -
Professorpavienko 4/5 Sing psal Cr Coll
miumph Kaoshiungi48)30/4 55 Rml Cr Coll :
Kota Naga (Cont)26/6 65 Sing Pil(BD) Cont Sing
Kota Berjaya /O Everetl d -
Sea Galant /5 Everett G
Zaaml /5 Hald Cross -
Gazlion 25 Sing MEL - -
Banglar Robi (Cont) 4/5 Sing BSC Cont Sing
QC Pintadl fcont026 /4 6/5 QCSL Cont Sing
Green Island 72 Vanco Roval Gl (Yellow Peas)
Banga Bljoy (Cont)30/4 85 Bdship Cont Sing
Kota Cahaya 8/5 sing Pil(BD) Cont Sing
Chu Hong (Cont)30/4 85 Sing QCZSL Cont Sing
Xpress Nil Gir1)30/4 8/5 : RSL Cont Sing
Q¢ Teal 11/5 . Sing OCS.  Cont Sing
Banga Bira) 11/5 Bdship Cont Sing
Orient Independence 12/5 Bdship Cont Sing
Tiger River 18/5 Sing Nol Cont Sing
Able Lieutenant (24 /Roro)30/418/5 : BBA Vehi
Tanker due
Ocean Moray 4/5 Sing ECSL L.Oil
Romaniag 6/5 Rasth ASTA C. Qi
Global Ceres 65 - Sealilt o L
Name of vessels Cargo L port Local Date of
call agent .IrrI\;E!_
Vessels at Kutubdia
Energy Exdplorer-1V Bl 51
Ismava B 17/8
MFB Devimatha Bl <1 14
MFB Sonn B 24/ 10
MFB Lakshmi Bl R/A(2811)
[rge CSK-6 B R/ARB/ 1]
Tug Magarita Bl R/ARS/11)
Tug Dharma Sakti- 108 BB R/ARLI/ D)
Dea Champion Arafeen R/AR27/2)
Seabulk Command B R/A(27/2)
Smit lloyd-74 : BBl R/A4/1)
Vessels at outer anchorage
Ready on
Nove Voyage CDSO Kapt OTL 25/4
Arkan Wheat (P) Rasa  Seaglory 23/4
Chavchavadze CDSO Parag Sealin 28/4
Hyoksin Cement Zaka PSAL 27 L
The above were Wednesday's shipping position and

perfornnance of vessels of Chittagong port as per
of CI'A supplied by HRC Group, Dhaka

erthing sheet




