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Occupation of flat

OC wants
transfer
of case

By Staff Correspondent

The OC of Dhanmandi thana
has asked his superiors to let
some other agency to investi-

ate the complaint about
orcible occupation of a flat in
the city by Sadik Abdullah, son
of Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah.

Mohammed Hanif said that
the case should be handed over
to some other agencies since “it
is very sensitive,” and that the
mother of the accused also felt
that Dhanmandi police were
also involved in the matter.

A top DMP official said the
top most authorities are being
consulted for a decision on the
matter.

Earlier, police arrested three
people In this regard and re-
manded them for interrogation.

« Later police sent them to jail.

Police also did not accept the

complaint as an FIR but as a

eneral diary. Dhanmandi po-
fce accepted six general diaries
on the same incident from
April 26 to May 1.

Sadik Abdullah was accused
of forcibly occupying the sixth
floor and the ground floor of a
seven-storey building at Lake
Circus in Kalabagan.

A general diary filed by
Shahjahan Begum, sister of the

See page 11 col 7

Plot to kill PM

Shoib Chowdhury
indicted

Police indicted businessman
Shoib Chowdhury vesterday
allegedly for plotting to assas-
sinate Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and 30 others including
ministers, Awami League lead-
ers and her close relations. re-
ports BSS.

The Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of police
submitted the charge sheet yes-
terday to Motijheel police and
to the Chief Metropolitan Mag-
istrate (CMM) Court. 2

Abdul Kahar Akand. assis="
tant sarperintendent of CiD po-
lice, implicated Shoib Chowd-
hury in the case after a thor-
ough Investigation of eight
months.

Police said Shoib Chowd-
hury sent an E-mail to a local
newspaper announcing a huge
award on the heads of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and 30
others including her close rela-
tions. ministers ancd senior
Awami League leaders on May 4
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The death toll in capsize ol
two passenger launches in the
Meghna on Monday rose to 96
with the recovery of 53 more
bodies yesterday, reporls re-
celved in Dhaka said. :

Some 100 passengers ol the
launches were still missing.

Meanwhile. the Slli;)plug
Ministry yesterday constitute
a three-member comunittee 1o
investigate the accidents and
submit its report within 15
dd"q'

Our correspondents from
Brahmanbaria and Narsingdi

By Staff Correspondent

reported recovery of 46 bodies

from one launch -- MV Dolphin-
- which sank at Lalpur near
Zia Fertiliser Factory and
seven from Mirzarchar where
the other launch -- ML Bengal
Bird -- capsized,

Earlier on Tuesday, 27 bod-
ies were recovered from Lalpur
and 16 from Mirzarchar.

The over-loaded launches
carrying more than 200 people
each capsized due to a
nor'wester at about 4 pm on
Monday.

Forty-six bodies were recov-

ered from Inside MV Dolphin
yvesterday as a crane from a
nearby bridge construction site
lifted the launch from the river
bed alter a 22-hour salvage op-
eration. our Brahmanbaria
Correspondent reported.

Local people expressed dis-
may that no salvage vessel of
Bangladesh Inland Walter
Transport Authority (BIWTA)
reached the spot as yet

Our Narsingdi Crrespondent
Adds: Local people recovered
seven more bodies from Lalpur
yesterday. BIWTA salvage ves-
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53 more bodies recovered: One launch salvaged

Death toll 96: 100 still missing

sel Rustam located the sunken
launch Bengal Bird 45 feet deep
nunder water.

As Rustam failed to lift the
launch, another BIWTA vessel-
Hamja-- was brought from
Barlsal yesterday evening.

Ol the bodies recovered ves
terday, 32 were identified. They
are Billal Hossain, 8. Kamal
Hossain, 30, Narayan Saha, 40,
Shafiqul, 58, Farida Yasmin,
28. Moinuddin, 30, Yasmin, 10,
Moinul Islam, 35. Milon, 50,
Bashir, 24, Ralia. 35, and hei
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SUST Syndicate meets May 6
to fix date for reopening

SYLHET, May 3: An uneasy
calm is pre vaillnF in Sylhet as

lln' Shahjalal University of
Sclence and Technology Is ex-
pected to reopen by the middle
of this month, after long five
months of closure,

Sources said the university
Syndicate Is scheduled to hold
an emergency meeting on May 6
to fix the date for reopening.

The Chancellor of the uni-
versity President Shahabuddin
Ahmed took the initiatives for
reopening the university,

The Vice-Chancellor
university told The

of the
Daily Star

From Staff Correspondent

Uneasy calm
in Sylhet

that since the President himself
had suspended the naming of
the halls, the meeting will not
discuss it. "The president will
see to the matter, so we have
nothing to do with that now."”
The president had asked us
to reopen the varsity and we are

to follow his instruction, said
the VC,
Meanwhile, the All Party

Action Committee (Opposition)
here agitating for realising Iits
four-point démand includin
withdrawal of the naming an
renaming the buildings and
dormitories of the varsity after
the companions of Hajrat
.‘uhahjnlai (RA) has again
threatened to launch tougher
agitation programme, if the
varsity Is reopened withoul ac-
cepting its demands.

The other APAC demands
include removal of the VC and
Dr Jafar Igbal

The APAC has also

See Page 12 Col 7

StanChart, Grindlays to
remain separate
entities for 18 months

By Inam Ahmed

An iIntegration team from
the Standard Chartered Bank
head office in London is likely
to come to Dhaka in a couple of
weeks to settle the process of
acquisition of the ANZ Grind-
lays Bank, according to sources
concerned

The team comprising offi-
cials from both StanChart and
Grindlays is also likely to work
on staff and branch rationali-
sation

"But the whole process will
take about one and a hall vears
and meanwhile both StanChart
and Grindlays will continue to

work as separate legal entities,”

said an ofticial.
Meanwhile, it been
hinted that although there may

has

not be much changes at the
lower and mid-levels of the
banks, there may be some

changes and redundancies in
the higher level. But those who

both SCB and Grindlays have
branches and there are places
with perceived demand for
branches, but the Bangladesh
Bank was not giving permission
to open new ones. This ra-

tionalisation process is mainly

meant for branch relocation for
SCB which wanted to become
bigger through acquisition.
failing in organic growth due to
regulatory constraints
Grindlays with its Bogra
branch has 15 outlets whereas

SCB has six well located
branches. With Iits approxi-
mately 380 people, Grindlays

made a profit of Tk one billion
while SCB with its about 220
])t‘u{;h' macde a profit of around
Tk 700 million in 1999. SCB,
known for its technological
edge, is the forerunner in Au-
tomated teller machines, Tele-
banking , treasury and lately

{"'I[Jf.-ICiH‘ |h![ll‘xill!_{ solutions

had
was trans-

the High Court Division
transierred the case
ferred to Bhola.

The three companies are
Beximco Pharmaceuticals,
Doha Securlities At

Shinepukur Holdings Ltd.

The High Court nn June 15,
1999 approved petitions by the
three companies for transfer of
the cases to the Second Addi-
tional Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court from the third
meltro court.

These are three of the 15
complaint cases filed by the
SEC accusing directors of dif-
ferent companies of manipulat-
ng the share market in 1996.
On January 3, 1999, hearing on
charge framing against the
three accused companies began
in the First Additional Sessions
Judge's Court., Dhaka and

Hartal in Ctg
today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, May 3: Sup-
porters of the four opposition
parties here organised a rally
and brought out processions in
the city today in support of to-
morrow's dawn-to-dusk hartal
in greater Chittagong.

The All Party Action Comn-
mittee of the four opposition
parties called the hartal to
protest swearing-in of the CCC
mayor and commissioners
elected In January 3

The swearing-in ceremony
was held in Dhaka yesterday.,

The BNP, JP, Jamaat and
10).) boycotted the January 3
clection and agltuh'ri to resist
the polls.

the High Court verdict,

The three scam cases were
listed as the 34th item in the
daily cause list of the Appellate
Division yesterday, mentioning
an application for adjournment
irom the respondent comgpa-
nies.

Appearing in the Court, Dr M
Zahir argued that the item
should be upgraded in the cause
list as the judge to whose court
the companies were seeking
transfer of the case was himsell
Lransivired to Bhola by a Law
Ministry notification dated De-
cember 15 last year.

He also said that the petition
of the three companies had be-
come infractuous and the only

way to delay the hearing was by
filing an application for ad-

journment

See page 11 col 8

vears, Pelrobangla has been
without a chailrman for the last
two weeks. The previous chair-
man, Mosharraf Hossain, re-
tired last month after serving
two terms on contract

Syed Anwarul Haque,
ing engineer, retired early last
year. Prior to his retirement, he
was promoted as the regular di-
rector of the Mines and Miner-
als Division.

The prime minister has
given the go-ahead on the move
and it is now being processed by
the Establishment Ministry

However, sources said
Haque's promotion and ap-
pointment may create dissatis-
faction among the officials and
employees in Petrobangla as
well as in its affiliates where
many olficials feel they were

See page 11 col 7
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| will get the axe will get hand- Grindlays is the market leader
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NASA allays fear

WASHINGTON, Mayv 3: Re-
lax! NASA says this Friday will
not be doomsday. And if any
disasters do occur, please don't
blame the planets, reports
Reuters.

Rumours of a new apoca-
lypse to arrive at 4 am EDT
(O8O0 GMT) on Friday probably
got started when people realised
that Earth’'s moon and the five
bright planets — Mercury,
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Sat-
urn — will line up, with the
planets on the opposite side of
the Sun from Earth.

"The world hasn't ended any
of the other times that the
planets moved into what as-
tronomers call conjunction, so

CHITTAGONG, May 3: The
Chittagong University Syndi-
cate will meet on May 5 to take
punitive measures against the
students Involved in the killing
of three CU students. The meet-
ing will also discuss implemen-
tation of the other demands in
phases to bring back normalcy
at the university by May 8,
Earlier, the agitating student
organisations and CU au-
thorities held a meeting vester-
day and signed an accord in this
regard.
Accordin

to the accord, the

I&ludfnt bodies will withdraw

siege and harmi‘rrngmmnu- on
May 8 and the CU authorities
will take measures against the
students involved in the two in-
cidents during which one
SIMbir activist Zobaver was

lﬂlhf:r two S

killed on May 15 '99 and an-
ibir activists —

CU Syndicate meets
tomorrow, may expel
o-71 students

From Our Correspondent

Mahmudul
Rahimmuddin
December "99.

The measures will be taken
in the light of the report sub-
mitted by the probe body
formed by the syndicate.

In the meeting It was further
agreed that CU authorities will
implement the other demands
in phases.

The other demands of the All
Party Students Alllance (APSA)
include withdrawal of cases
against 54 Shibir activists and
withdrawal of police from the
campus.

Meanwhile, as a part of the
measures against the students
responsible for kllllug those
threé Shibir activists, 5-7 stu-
dents may be expelled tem-
porartly from CU, sources said.

The University remained

See page 11 col 8

Hasan and
— were killed in

A In!
gain!
By Staff Correspondent
The Dhaka City Corporation
has felled seven 30-year old
rain-trees along the 100-foot

wide _rtmfl at Mirpur Sectlon-
11.5 lor "widening the road un-

der the Dhaka Urban Transport
Project.”

The move has angered the
“kesidents of the area and the
town planners alike. Residents
sald they did not understand
why the DUTP should widen the
already wide duel carriageway.

A town planner termed the
decision to fell the valuable
irees "an amateurish move
without any wisdom whatso-
ever”.

DUTP project director
Shafiul Islam told The Dally
Star that the trees were located
“In the middle of the road” and
therefore had to be removed
“for the sake of the develop-
ment work”,

The World Bank-atded Tk
1,100 crore DUTP is the largest
project ever taken to Ilmprove
infrastructure of the city,

“There would have heen se-
rious accidents had we not re.

See page 11 col 8

there's no reason to think it
will this tunr.' the National
Aeronautics and Space Admin-

istration said on its Web site,
WY Hélhd_gﬂ\'

'There  may well be
tsunamis, earthquakes or other
natural disasters Friday, but
they won't be caused by the

other planets,” NASA said

The planetary line-up will
not be visible from Earth be-
cause the Sun's glare will get in
the way, according to Sky &
Telescope, the popular astron-
omy magazine. There will be
another tight planetary group
ing on May 17, and that will not
be visible either.

See page 11 col 8

section 11 and 12. Dhaka City Corporation felled the rare trees to

wide road” under the DUTP.
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iht' remains of the age-old rain trees left scattered along the road between Mirpur

“widen the 150-foot
— Star photo I
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Life bans for
match-fixing

-

LONDON. May 3. Life bans
for players involved in match
fixing were introduced with
immediate effect today by an
emergency meeting of the In-
ternational Cricket Council
(ICC), reports Reuters

At the end of a two-day meet-
ing convened to discuss the
match-fixing crisis afflicting
the sport, ICC president Jagmo-
han Dalmiya announced a se-
ries of measures cricket's ruling
authority hopes will stop the
rot.

They include life bans for
plavers who [ail to perform on
their merits in an interna-
tional match due to a betting
arrangement or encourage an-
other player to perform below
his usual standard

Receiving money lor giving
any information at all about
the weather. teams or state of
the ground to any body other
than the media will also incur a
life ban

There will be a stringent
In'*lh-lih which may 2O uj  to life

bans il anvone
misbehaviour
Dalmiva also

Dah Ll saidd
;u.—:-.-nnr.wf} the

immediate establishment of an
independent ommission
charged with investigating alle-

. ¥
r";}-:’lil'-"ll."' 0]

The
figation

two months

match-fixing

Anti-Corruption Inves-
will be set up within
and empowered (0O

solicit information {rom any
Lu[.wr‘r or official in nnection
with allegations ol rruption

| including betting and match-
lxing
The new body will be headed
by an experience i person with a
e E_J] ba I«Lj* und and 1 cpo rt di-
rectly to the chairman of the
|CC's code of conduct commis-
sion. Lord Grilfiths

Promotion of 7
Addl Secys
recommended

Bv Special Correspondent

he Superior OSelection
Board (SSB) vesterday recom-
mended promotion of seven

Additional Secretaries as Sec-
retary against 11 vacancies

The Board which met vester
day ailter long had a back
log of promotions to clear
Promotion of four other ad-

ditional secretaries was dis-
cussed but no decision was
taken. The cases of police and

others were also not disposed
of, highly placed sources said.

The SSB consists of seven
members, five of them retired

Secretaries on extension of
service
Board chairman Quazi

Alam refused to say
about the promotions
1 asked olfi Idl‘\ COn-

Shamsul
.m_x'tlnn%
Earlier

cerned not to talk to the press or
disclose
the sources said

anything on the matter

recommendations
sent to the Prime
for consideration

The

additional secretaries

The

recommended to becomne Secre-
tary are Abul Kalam Azad,
holding
idris

lence:
charge of Rural Development
and Cooperatives;

now
IWTA;
De-
in-

charge of the
Alam. in- charge ol
Amiangshu Sen,

Sirajul Is-

lam

m-charge of Labour and

an- 4

is frtinfi .-_—"HHJ'. of

1

¥ e

-

Emploviment; Syed Abdur Rob,
in « harge of Culture
Helaluddin Khan, in-charge of
Textiles and Arobinda Kar, in-
charge of power

FEMA submits
recommendations
for electoral

reforms to Khaleda
B}' Staft Con respondent

The F.ur Election Ndator-
ing Alliance submitted its elee-
tion recommemndations 1o BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia yes-
terday and sought her support
to bring about changes in the
electoral rules and regulations.

A delegation led by acting
chairperson of FEMA Abul Ah-

san while handing over the rec-

See page 11 col 8




