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L'flthln the purview of the law of the land.

The Daily Star

‘Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Al

RESIDENT Shahabuddin Ahmed has made

some difference in the persistently bleak
Shahjalal University situation. He has kindled a
hope for the reopening of the long bedevilled
institution. Under his persuasion the students
have given up their fast-unto-death programme
keeping faith with his assurance that the univer-
sity syndicate would meet on May 6 to devise ways
for an early resumption of classes. He has
promised that as chancellor of the university, he
might even visit Sylhet, if felt necessary on that
day, obviously as part of the facilitatory role he
has embraced of his own accord. He has made it
clear though, that the decision has to come from
the Syndicate and not imposed from the top as
required by the autonomous status of the
university.

This brings us to the crux of the matter relating
to the genesis and snowballing of the tempest at
Shahjalal University. It is the syndicate whose de-
cision to name certain dormitories and buildings
of the university after a select group of celebrities
drew opposition from others who suggested names
of their own liking to be used. The polarisation was
based on the customary notion of the political di-
vide between 'pro-and anti-liberation forces'.

Any serious attempt to reopen the university is
certain to entail an acknowledgment of the nam-
ing controversy as a pragmatic necessity. At the
same time we must also recognise the latest burst
of student, parental, public and civil society una-
nimity that Shahjalal University should be re-
opened at the earliest without any ado. So, we have
the makings of a solution there.

We have a three-point formula to offer by way of
ending the stalemate: one, the syndicate of Shah-
jalal University reiterates its earlier decision to
postpone the naming of the academic halls and
buildings; two, convenes a meeting or meetings
with the representatives of all those people who
oppose the names that the syndicate had put for-
ward to arrive at an amicable settlement of the
question: and three, as the process gets underway
the university is declared reopened. There is no
reason why the functioning of the university
should be held ransom to bunker mentality any

| May Day Thoughts

few seminars and symposia here and there,

special supplements in the print media and
special programmes on the television and radio...
that's what remembrance of the historic event at a
Chicago cattle market last century has been all
about. Essentially, the fate of the workers around
the world, especially in the developing countries
like ours, has remained unchanged. Exploitation
of employees has not 'stopped at all; the means of |
oppression has only changed. Unfortunately still, |
people entrusted with the responsibility of
protecting and promoting their rights, the labour
union leaders, have themselves become part of the
unhealthy nexus, compromising workers' interest
for their personal gains. While the labourers bear
the brunt of oppression, at work and during
movement for improvement of their lot, the so-
called trade union leaders fatten their wallets.

In our context, trade unionism has assumed evil
proportions. Over the years, politicisation, and
subsequent criminalisation, have rendered the
unions, especially at the state-run commercial and
industrial concerns, a coterie of crooks. Domi-
nated by criminal elements, these workers' bodies
have been used as a blanket for anti-social activi-
ties. Vested interest groups have made merry of the
self-seeking and corrupt leaders while the fate of
the general workers has gone from bad to worse.
These enterprises have progressively lost produc-
tivity, an inevitable consequence of recruitment of
incompetent hands on partisan and favouritist
considerations, to eventually become a huge liabil-
ity on the state exchequer. Adamjee Jute Mills
Limited is the obvious example in this regard.

May Day comes again, therefore, as a reminder
that the workers still remain exploited by the em-
ployers, and the labour leaders alike. They must be
helped towards getting themselves free from the
shackles and the onus rests on all of us, the gov-
ernment, entrepreneurs, members of the civil soci-
ety to ensure the same. Workers deprived of their
rights invariably account for low productivity and,
in the long run, an ailing economy. Let us dedicate

ourselves to protecting and promoting the interest
of the workers. That is what we owe them.

What a Feast!

EOPLE of Khulna have never seen the like of it

before: a wedding reception being held at
Khulna Stadium under a huge shamiana (canopy).
This most lavish reception took place on Saturday
with invitation cards having been distributed in
the whole of the preceding month to about 15
thousand guests. Several political leaders attended
the reception.

A deliclous mughlai dish of kachchi biriani was
served for the palate of guests with 100 maunds of
mutton and 50 maunds of the finest variety of
Basmatl rice going into it. Of course, there were
other dishes, equally costly and tasty followed by
desert. All these elaborate and costly arrange-
ments were made by a Whip of the ruling party,
Mostafa Rashid Suja, on the occasion of the wed-
ding of his daughter Shilpi, according to a report
in Prothom Alo on Sunday.

Of late, such extravagant arrangements for mar-
riages or social parties have become a common
phenomenon with a somewhat adverse demonstra-
tive effect on public psyche. But does the govern-
ment accord due permission under the guest con-
trol act or receive the fees for entertaining guests
beyond the maximum limit of one hundred, We be-
lieve the Finance Ministry and the Board of Rev-
enue have a job cut out for them. Let's not compete
with some regilonal figures whose prodigality made
news headlines in the not too distant past. All citi-
zens have a right to hold social functions but

AST year In Kargil Mr Atal
Beharl Vajpayee, lndlgaia

elt

betrayed and Pakistan military
humiliated — betrayed beca;xsc
1€,
together with Mr Nawaz Sharif,
initiated a peace process at
Lahore and, humiliated because
an imposed ceaselire compelled
it to retreat from Kargil. Both
the senses of betrayal and
humiliation have since been
the fire of further
two
always
Smllélht to change the stafus quo
in Kas it could be done

rime Minister

only a month before

stoking
conflict
countries.

between the
Pakistan

hmir an
only through military actions.

Now some Indian leaders and
defence experts are also openly

talking about introducing geo-
strategic changes in the region
through war.
Army
warned that his forces might
cross the line of control and

even resort to a limited war. Mr
Vajpayee himself threatened to
of
Kashmir. Coming close to its
rise of

occupy  Pakistanl part
heels there {s a sharp

28.2 per cent In India's defence

budget which has been termed
‘anti-poor’' by the critics. But as
the war hysteria is kept alive by
the country's Hindu right, the

votaries of public welfare are a

voice crying in wilderness. With
an ominous military build up

under way a fresh consterna-

tion sweeps the region. The war
gathered over the
in the wake of
Kargil war last summer appear

clouds that
subcontinent

to have darkened.

Since January last when the

first serious border clash In

HE Cuban-American com-
munity in Miami and

elsewhere in America
united behind one absurd de-
mand: that 6-year old Cuban
boy Elian Gonzalez's relatives
in Miami, whom the boy had
never before seen in his life,
have more right to his custody,
than the doting biological fa-
ther who travelled all the way
from Cuba to the USA to claim
his son!

The saga of Elian Gonzalez
began on Thanksgiving eve last
November. Elian's biological
mother, divorced from his %)ic--
logical father, attempted to flee
Cuba and enter the US illegally,
on a boat. The boat capsized,
drowning the mother and oth-
ers on it. An American fisher-
man rescued the boy, and the
Immigration and Naturalisa-
tion Service (INS) placed him in
the care of his great uncle
Lazaro Gonzalez, a heavy-
drinking car mechanic, who
would later toy with the Attor-
ney Gepergl of the United
States..! v . ~

Emter -rabid -anti-Castro,
rightwing Cuban-Americans
that inhabit Miami's “Little
Havana™ section. They made
Elian the prize in their struggle
against Fidel Castro. The INS
agents went to Cuba to interview
Elian's biological father, Juan
Miguel Gonzalez, They were sat-
isfied that he is the real father.
They learned further that Elian
lived with the family of his fa-
ther and his new wife in a fash-
fonable multi-room apartment,
and that it was the father who
took Elian to school and cared
for him. Elian’s mother lived in
a shabby one-room apartment
with her boy friend and at-
tempted to kidnap Elian to
America without the father's
knowledge. The father pleaded
with INS agents to facilitate the
return of the boy to him, which
the INS promised, would hap-
pern.

Not so fast, replied the Mi-
ami relatives. “"He (the father) is
speaking for Castro. We will be-
lieve what he says only when he
comes to America.” The father
sent both of Elian’s grandmoth-
ers to America to fetch the boy,
earlier this year. The Miami
relatives refused the Justice de-
partment's request to bring the
boy for a mcetilié with his
grandmothers in Washington,
DC. The grandmothers had to go
to Miami to meet with the boy.
Unable to rescue the boy from
the clutches of the “relatives,”
the grandmothers returned to
Cuba empty-handed.

Earlier this month the fa-
ther himself came to the US to
fetch his son. Surely, this time
the “relatives” would turn the
boy over to the father, right?
Wrong! “"He is a stooge of Castro;
Elian belongs here in the
United States,” was the rela-
tives' response, At this point the
Justice Department obtained a
court order instructing the rela-
tives to turn over the boy. In an
unprecedented move, Attorney
General Janet Reno, who |s
from Miami, travelled to Mi-
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Indian Chief of
Staff General V S Malik

Flirting with Dangerous Illusions

Most defence observers believe that fresh hostilities may erupt during the next mantlf when snow
would start melting in the Himalayas making it possible to intrude into the Kashmir valleys. It
would exacerbate situation on the line of control where the two forces are positioned eyeball to

eyeball. The overwhelming dangers are the chances of the conflict assuming ils

_nuclear dimension.

post Kargil phase broke out in
Chamb between India and Pak-
istan both have been pursuing a
dangerous path of upping the
ante in a series of exchanges
along the line of control. No-
body knows when one such ven-
ture would spiral out of control
to spark ofl bigger conflagra-
tion engulfing the region in its
flame. India, more aggrieved by
constant pinpricks of Pak-
Istan's '‘proxy war' In Kashmir
and bent upon teaching the 'in-
truders' a befitting lesson pre-
cisely aimed at provoking a
wider conflict from one of these
clashes. When Its troops pene-
trated deep into Lanjot in Azad
Kashmir on 24 February killing
and mutilating 14 people in-
cluding women and children, it
could not have any military
purpose other than provoca-
tion. The Pakistani retaliation
followed when Indian soldiers
were killed in an ambush on an
Indian post. One year after
much touted Lahore Declara-
tion, which promised the re-
vival of a peace effort between

India and Pakistan, the rela-
tions between the two have
plunged to an all time low.
General Pervez Musharraf,
Pakistan's chief executive faced
with the prospect of an impend-
ing war has already warned
that his country could use nu-

—

clear weapons If its securlty is
threatened. Indeed, a weaker
Pakistan when confronted with
India's superior conventional
forces and weapons would in-
stinctively resort to nuclear
strike for its survival, Pakistan
officials foresee strong prospect
of an Indian military offensive
both across the line of control
and International boundary by
the onset of the summer. With

-

timely iIntervention by con-
cerned quarters. Rejecting Is-
lamabad’'s formal offer for the
renewal of negotiation, coming
in the wake of Musharraf's pro-
nouncement that he was pre-
pared to talk to "anyone, any-
time, any place” the Indians
have practically shut the door
on President Clinton's sugges-
tion for the resumption of La-
hore Peace Process. They, on
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HECuINES

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

, both countries equipped with

nuclear weapons any military
adventure by any of these coun-
tries may have far greater and
deadlier consequence than |t
can be anticipated. That India
also is prepared for such even-
tuality is evident from its nu-
clear doctrine which envisages
building and deployment of
nuclear weapons. Some of the
BJP leaders have also been
openly brandishing it.

The situation could not be
more delicate in the past be-
cause now there Is no contact at
any official level so that the
tensions are diffused with

the other hand insist on India's
recondition of an end to "cross
yorder terrorism” an
unattainable pgoal steeped in
deep controversy. In the mean
time, Indians are using, to their
advantage, Pakistan's current
diplomatic isolation. The BJP
which leads the ruling coalition
in India is supposedly a com-
munal chauvinistic outfit and
militarism Is the part of its po-
litical philosophy. While the
BJP's coalition partners are
preoccupied with squabbling
over their shares in current po-
litical dispensation, the Sangh
Parivar has indeed a field day

promoting fingoism and reli-
glous frenzy.

Meanwhile, even the verbal
exchanges between the two are
menacing. Defence Minister,
George Fernandes on January
24 propounded a whole new doc-
trine of war — the limited war.

At a stratf:%lc studies conference

in New Delhi he exhorted Pak-

istan to grasp "the real meanin 5

of nuclearisation”. He boaste
that, like in Kargil, India can
engage Paklstan in a conven-
tional war "at any place and
time" chosen by
win t. Pakistan too intensified
its nuclear rhetoric. On Febru-
ary 3 it announced that it had

set up a National Command Au-

thority to create command and
control mechanisms for its nu-
clear weapons and missiles.
The Authority was also en-
trusted with the responsibility

for the control and employment

of strategic nuclear forces and
organisations. It was response
of sorts to India’'s

istan was not sitting idle on nu-
clear front.

The Indian 'answer’ followed
in three days when on February

6 none other than Mr Vajpayee

himself thundered at Jullunder:

Pakistan Is threatening nuclear
war, but do they even know

what it means? He himself

LETTER FROM AMERICA

Out of Control Cuban-Americans!

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

The. Cuban-Americans are an intolerable lot. The demonstrators in front of Lazaro Gonzalez’s house
waived only Cubfm flags. Actually there was one American flag, with the stars upside down! When
two American women held up two posters praising Janet Reno, the Cuban-American

demonstrators beat them up. If the Cuban-Americans are so fond o
should relocate there!

f Cuba, perhaps they

ami to plead with the relatives
to turn over the boy. The rela-
tives would not budge. They
would not turn over the boy
voluntarily, they stressed. The
court-ordered time to turn over
the boy came and went,

By this time the father had
been in the US for three weeks,
without seeing his son. He
pleaded with American public
to facilitate the return of his
son to him. Juan Miguel Gonza-
lez, the father, even promised

. the INS: that he would stay in
- Ameriea until or beyond May

I'l: when the relatives-engi-
neered court hearing for Elian's
asylum in the US is scheduled.
Juan Miguel Gonzalez com-
plained to the Press that his
Miami relatives were offering
him millions of dollars, unsuc-
cessfully thus far, to defect to
the US.

The signs conting out of Lit-
tle Havana were ominous. Sud-
denly the relatives began bad-
mouthing Juan-Miguel Gonza-
lez as a wife-beating, abusive fa-
ther — without a shred of evi-
dence. The last straw was the re-
lease of a "hostage video tape”
by the relatives, in which a
coached Elian, wagging his fin-
ger was heard to lecture his fa-
ther that he did not want to go
back to Cuba. The father was
alarmed. "They are torturing
my son: please help him,” he
pleaded with Attorney General
Janet Reno.

This time the Attorney Gen-
eral acted. She sent in armed
INS agents in the dawn hours of
Sunday, April 23, to rescue the
boy. The operation took only
three minutes. The relatives,
too, were ready. They hid in the
house an Associate Press pho-
tographer named Diaz, a His-
panic, to take photographs of
the INS agents in action. His
photo of an armed INS agent
snatching the boy away from
the clutches of one of the fish-
erman who rescued Elian, was
flashed across the front page of
newspapers all over the world,

The INS had prepared metic-
ulously for the operation. The
house where Elian was stayin
was under 24-hour surveil-
lance. Agents studied the crowd,
their number at different times
of the day and night, their dis-
position and whether they were
armed. The time chosen was
around five in the morning. At
this hour most people are deep
in sleep; those who did not sleep
all night cannot fight it any
longer. People are lethargic and
slow to react. Armed with a
search warrant the agents

knocked on the door, intro-
duced themselves and waited
fruitlessly for thirty seconds
before bursting in. The agents'
threatening outfit, robust
shouting and quick action
stunned and intimidated every-
one around. The raid was over,
successfully and quickly, with-
oul any injury to anyone. A poll
showed that 60 per cent of
Americans supported the
forcible removal of Elian.

Elian was whisked away

from the house inthe anfs of%a" +

female agent who spake Span-
ish, reassuring Elian in Span-

ish not to be afraid because he
was pgoing to meet with his
Papa. After a 90-thinute plane
ride in an INS plane, Elian was
reunited with his Papa at An-
drews Air Force base outside
Washington, DC where the fam-
ily is to stay for a few days be-
fore relocating at the Wye River
Plantation. in Maryland, the
site of the 1998 Mid-East Peace
Conference. To counteract AP
photographer Diaz's unflatter-
ing portrayal of a frightened
Elian, the real family-released
photographs$ of Elian beaming

40 his father's arms. Both the -

photographs.  made the front

Hartal and
Bangladesh

Sir, For the past four years, |
have tried to read The Daily
Star at least weekly if not daily
to know what is happening in
Bangladesh. | enjoy this daily
and especially all of the news
that is provided by the editors. |
must admit that I am very much
concerned with the constant
hartal and strikes declared
against the country and the
people. I love Bangladesh and
especlally the people who make
up this great country. | pray
constantly that God will make
some radical financial differ-
ences for every men and women
of this beautiful country. The
strikes and hartals are costing
SO much to the poor and this
nust be stopped or at least bar-
gained with.

Why
the henefit of so few?

Bill Hermiller,
Dayton Ohilo, USA

ersecute everyone for

Quo vadis,
politicians?

Sir, All ruling regimes un-
leash their private agenda be-
fore leaving office, on the eve of
the next elections; paving the
way for environmental support
during the days ahead. In
Dhaka, it {s not different. First
the SPA — 2000 (an exercise in
futility, due to over-dose), then
blowing hot over the judiclary
tardiness in disposing off cases
of Interest to the party, which
might linger longer when not in
power.

The politics of the student
fronts in the universities have
their other side of the coin; and
the session jams are jammed
between political Interests.
There Is no limit to the politici-
sation of the established insti-
tutions; and the civil service,
the trade and service unions are
openly split into two main fac-
tions, with the third faction
making its presence felt (one

based on the politics of reli-
glon).

What is more disturbing at
the higher levels is that the
communication gap between
the President of the country and
the politiclans which s show-
ing no sign of narrowing. They
talk on different wavelengths to
the same audience (the public),
and the latter is trapped be-
tween the deep sea and the devil
(more than once in our short
history).

surely, the political ap-
proach is not the panacea for
all the accumulated and new
ilinesses; but, in the developing
countries, who can get out of the
clutches of the bizarre politics
displayed by our leader.

here |Is an academic solu-
tion: the priority of the devel-
nrmcul projects have to be
changed. Start with the devel-
opment projects to lmprove the
standard of politics in the coun-
try. It was an unforgivable

omission during the last three

decades; and now we are caught

i

napping.
: Quo vadis, politicians?

A Husnain
Dhaka

Two-stroke
masterstroke

Sir, Notice the slogan: "Ex-
change your 2-stroke engine for
a new 4-stroke engine”: (under
certain subsidised terms and
conditions, with tie-up with a
financial agency). This is a
well-known market strategy
(HP system) which may be em-
ployed by the importers and
distributors of 4-stroke engines
for autorichshaws, to success-
fully get rid of the polluting 2-
stroke engines; working on a

scheme in coordination with
government policy, and UN as-
sistance. This way. in one

stroke, the offending 2-stroke
engines will disappear as if by
magic and the 4-stroke engine
importers will make a fortune!

AZ
Dhaka

pages, each cancelling the effect
of the other.

Immediately after Elian's
rescue, the Miami relatives too
flew to Washington, DC and ac-
companied by a Republican
Senator went to the Andrews

Air Force Base and demanded to

see the boy. They were turned
away. Theyv tried again on Sun-
day: again they were turned
away. It is now up to Juan
Miguel Gonzalez to decide who

_ sees his son. He has to be insane

to let the Miami Mafia into his
house. ‘
- Having lost their
relatives and the Cuban-Ameri-
can community cried foul. For
political expediency shameless
Republican politicians joined
the chorus uPcondemnatinn of
INS, Janet Reno and President
Clinton. These are the same Re-
publicans who supposedly
favour of law and order, now
siding with people who have
broken the law. These are Re-
publicans who espouse family
values, yet favour the relatives’

rights over a father's. Instead of

making sure that Lazaro Gonza-
lez, the chief lawbreaker, is in
jail for contempt of court, the
Republican Senators are hob-
nobbing with him.

The truth is only two persons
acted honourably in this
episode: Attorney General Janet
Reno, who upheld the law, and
President Clinton who backed
her and was profuse in her
praise.

It appears that there are two
sets of laws in America: one for
Cuban-Americans, another for
ordinary Americans. If there is
one criticism one can level
against the Attorney General it
is that she had been too soft to-
wards the Cuban-American

the latter and

nuclear doc-
trine and a reminder that Pak-

prize, the -

glves an answer whep,
even more menacingly that In.
dia wouldn't be the SRR
nuclear weapons., "Butum[ 2
uses them against us, ay o 4
threatens us, we will not {m"l't:
for our annthilation., " Give
this backdrop the nuclear «.:Itm1I
Eﬂ in South Asia i3 very rea)
oth the nuclear arch rivalg
the region are extraordinar)y
volatile and vulnerable to
number of bilateral and domes.
tic factors Including
changing political moonds
politico-religious movements
ever worsening low-intensjy
conflicts in Kashmir, and gen-
eralised diplomatic rivalry.
As a result, the chances of 4,
accidental, unintended, ypa,,.
thorised and even sheer (mpy).
sive use of nuclear weapons j;,
South Asla are grave. There |
hardly any strategic distanc,
between India and Pakistay
Missile flight time betwee,
them can be as little as three
minutes — too little for crisis
defusion. Most defence o).
servers believe that fresh hos.
tilities may erupt during the
next month when snow would
start melting in the Himalayas
making it possible to intrude
into the Kashmir valleys. |
-would exacerbate sftuation oy
the line of control where the
two forces are positioned eye.
ball to eyeball. The overwheln;.
ing dangers are the chances of
the conflict assuming its ny.
clear dimension when even 4
border clash can lead up a nu-
clear holocaust. Worse still.

he said

there exists no more a buffer of

a third party mediation or iis
prospects between them.

community. The patriotism of
the Cuban-Americans has to he
questioned. Every Cuban-
American of any consequence.
from New Jersey Congressman
Menendez to the mayor of Mi-
ami, came down solidly in
favour of the lawbreakers. In
fact, the Mayor of Miami and
Dade County had threatened

that if there were any federal at-

tempt to take Elian by force, the
local police would not cooper-
ate. They did not!

The Cuban-Americans are a
pampered lot. They believe that
as long as Fidel Castro is in
power, every Cuban has a right
to enter the US, legally or ille-
gally. Lest we forget, Elian is in
the US illegally. African-Amer-
icans are quick to point out that
if Elian was black (he is white)
and from Haiti. he would have
been dispatched back immedi-
ately without much fanfare.
Lazaro Gonzalez, Elian’'s great
uncle. at whose house Elian
lived the last five months, and
-whois the chiel couspirator
against the US justice, has not
bothered to learn English alter
spending God knows how many
yvears in the US!

The Cuban-Americans are
an intolerable lot. The demon-
strators in front Lazaro Gonza-
lez’s house waived only Cuban
flags. Actually there was one
American flag, with the stars
upside down! When two Ameri-
can women held up two posters
praising Janet Reno, the Cuban-
American demonstrators beat
them up. If the Cuban-Ameri-
cans are so fond of Cuba, per-
haps they should relocate there!

Singer Gloria Estefan of Mi-
ami Sound Machine, who was
borm in Cuba and is a supporter
of Elian’s Miami relatives, re-
cently complained that Ameri-
cans do not really understand
Cuban-Americans. Actually
they do, Gloria. Americans
have just seen that the Cuban-
Americans believe that their
blind hatred of Fidel Castro en-
titles them to break the laws of
the United States. By trampling
over the rights of others, in this
case a father, the Cuban-Ameri-
cans have vividly demonstrated
that they are no different than.
but are mirror images of, Fidel
Castro’s Cuba!

The first of May every year is
celebrated with due solemnity
as a day to honour the dignity of
labour and to ensure that the
workers and wage earners have
unhindered rights to regulated
working hours, compensation,
benefits etc. The right of work-
ers was recognised after a lot of
blood and tears were shed by the
exploited and humiliated work-
ers more than a century ago.

The event of May 1, 1886 in
Chicago was epoch making in
sacrifice and at least formally
it did away with exploitation of
labour, and some sort of disci-
pline was brought in and to that
extent the working class people
were benefited. But still there is
a long way to go in realising the
real rights of the working class
people particularly for those
who are in the third world
countries. Here, despite the
convention, book-rights, ex-
ploitation still persists in actu-
alities. There are in existence
such situation as child labour,
discrimination in wages of
male and female, inadequate
wages, unregulated working
hours, no job guarantee, ad-
verse working condition etc.
These exist perhaps in a greater
degree in private sector. But this
does not mean that public sec-
tor is free from lapses. There
too injustices are done particu-
larly in matters of promotions
and career prospects. These ir-
regular practices are followed
and even arbitrary conditions
imposed to allow benefit to
chums depriving the genuine
senlors,

It often appears to be a para-
dox that while on the one hand
May Day is observed u holding

1 _the rights of working class peo-

Reflections on May Day

Abu Imran

ple to adequate wages and im-
proved working condition. on
the other their very rights are
grossly violated as noted above.
Why it's so is a valid question.
The simple answer perhaps is
that whatever rights were al-
lowed, were done so under cou-
pulsion and not by option
recognising the right itsell
Hence wherever, and whenever.
there occurs a scope, the labour
or the working class people are
exploited; and pushed to the
wall the workers often revolt.

The rights of workers are
recognised in our religion Is-
lam, too, and it is advised that
they should be fairly and hu-
manely treated. Not only this
but all honest labour was con-
sidered dignified. And people
were encouraged to earn their
livelihood through labour. In
Islam the employers are asked
to pay the worker before his
sweat has dried up. And ex-
ploitation is so discouraged
that even the owner of a camel
is advised not to overburden It.
The Prophet (PBUH) has sald
that the workers and employees
should be humanely treated. In
Islam the concept of master-
slave relationship has been dis-
couraged. There is a saying of
the holy prophet — "Those who
work under us are our brothers.
Give them what you yourselves
eat and wear."

If these are followed prop- ..

erly, the problem rela}in to
violation pnl‘ workers .r%ght
would be substantially min-
imised. This will have a salu-

tary effect on the May Day ob-
Serr{'mmc which has the ogjac*

tives of securing and protec
rights of the workers and wage
earners. s
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