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May Day
today

The Historle May Day will be
observed in the country as else-
where in the world today with a
renewed pledge to protect rights
of the working class and in-
crease production in mills and
factories, reports UNB.

On this day in 1886, four
workers were Killed in police
firing in Chicago of America
during a movement to establish
eight-hour working day and
rights of the workers,

The day is public holiday.

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and Leader of the Oppo-
sition Khaleda Zia gave sepa-
rate messages on the occasion.

Different organisations and
Labour and Employment Min-
istry have taken up pro-
grammes including discussion
and street dramas to highlight
the significance of the day.
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Air bus purchase

Khaleda embezzled
Tk 140 cr in '95,
says Mosharraf

¢ Minister for Civil Aviation
and Tourism Engineer Moshar-

raf Hossain said yesterday for-
mer Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia misappropriated 35 millidn
US dollars (TK 140 crore) in the
purchase of two air buses for
Biman Bangladesh Airlines in
January, 1995, reports BSS

He said in a statement it is
absolutely ridiculous that
Khaleda who is now on bail in
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Holiday

The offices of The Bailp Star
will remain closed today
(Monday) on the occasion of
May Day.

Therefore, there will be no
issue of the newspaper tomor-
row (Tuesday).

Our new numbers

19 Karwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215

Phones : 8124944, 8124955
& 8124966

Fax: 8125155

— Inside Today
Article

) Flirting with
Dangerous

Illusions

Column: Perspectives
By Brig (Rtd) M Abdul
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DCC fellfn?g roadside m&koga

Opposition opts for no
hartal programme

Judges urged to discharge duty without fear or favour

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia has urged judges and
lawyers not to be scared by
threats from anybody and to
discharge their responsibilities
without any fear or favour.

“Today, | want to assure you
that the entire nation is behind
you ... Do not be scared at any
threat,” she sald and urged
judges not to do any "injustice”
to anyone.

"The ruling Awami League
may not have confidence in the
judiciary, but the nation has
full confidence in judges and
the judiciary”, she said address-
ing a mammoth public meeting

By Staff Correspondent

at Paltan Malidan in the city
yesterday. The meeting was or-
ganised by the Dhaka city unit
of All Party Action Council.

"Judges are not bound to
abide by dictation of minis-
ters,” she sald referring to a
minister's recent demand for
completion of trial of Banga-
bandhu murder case by Decem-
ber 30, 2000,

Jatiya Party Chairman HM
Ershad, Jamaat-e-Islaml
Ameer Golam Azam and Islami
Oikya Jote Chairman Azizul
Haq also addressed the meeting.
City BNP President Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka presided.

Referring to AL’'s recent stick
Prnccssion to press its demand
or execution of the lower
court’s verdict In the Banga-
bandhu murder case, she said,
"The ministers and AL leaders
who led the stick procession
and made offensive words
against judges have to be tried
under the Public Safety Act”,

Condemning AL's stick pro-
cessions, the Leader of the Op-
position in Parliament said the
ruling partr has set up a “very
bad example by issuing threals
against judges and giving them
dictation”.
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BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia wavin
Maidan in the city yesterday.

g at the crowd before addressing a joint rally of the four-party alliance at Paltan
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Shikdar, Faruque and
Lashkar to die in
Khalid murder case

From Quazi Amanullah

KHULNA, Apr 30: Ershad Ali
Shikdar, 'Jamai' Faruque and
Liaquat Lashkar were sentenced
to death today in the sensa-
tional Khalid Murder Case.

Accused Nasir Khan and
Idris 'Jamai' have been sen-
tenced to transportation for life
and fined Tk 50,000 each.

Accused Sentu, Yunus
Sarder, Latif Sarder. Matiar
Rahman alias Mati, 'Fancy'

Mona (absconding), Ashraf Ali
Shikdar (absconding), Ayub
Munshi (Absconding) and Kujo
Altaf (absconding) have been
sentenced to suffer seven years'
of Rl each and fined Tk 5,000, in
default to suffer more one year
RI each.

The judgement in this mur-
der case was delivered at 5-35
pm by Hasan Imam, Additional

District and Sessions Judge
who is also in charge of the
Special Court trying most of the
murder cases against Ershad
Shikdar and his armed cadres.

Accused Dadan Fakir, Asad,
Babul, Abu Zafar Ghazi, Abdul
Monnan, Jahangir, Shahabud-
din Sarder, Nurul Islam
(absconding), Babu (abscon-
ding), Jainal Sarder (abscon-
ding), Bimal Das (absconding).
Selim Haider and Kazi Asgar
Ali Tara have been acquitted as
allegation against them in this
murder was not proved, the
judgement said.

The court also ordered to re-
lease the acquitted accused if
not wanted in any other case.

This is the second judgement
delivered by the judge of the
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The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has started felling 15-
year-old mahogany trees along
the Kemal Ataturk Avenue at
Banani in the city despite
protests from residents.

The DCC says it is removing
the trees "within the carriage-
way to improve and widen"” the

Home Minister says
Police asked to
investigate
case against

5 ministers
By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim yesterday sald he has
ordered investigation into the
allegation of terrorising people,
brought against five ministers
including himself.

A Supreme Court lawyer, Go-
lam Kibria, submitted an FIR to
Motijheel thana on Tuesday ac-
cusing five ministers and a
ruling party central leader of
terrorising people by leading a
stick procession against High
Court judges in the city on April
18. The FIR was filed under the
Public Safety Act (PSA).

"As the allegation also in-
volved me, [ felt it should be in-
vestigated ... So, | have given
order to examine if there is any

See page 11 col 7
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Biman to promote
638 pilots

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Biman Pilot As-
soclation (BAPA) and Biman
management agreed on promo-
tion of 68 pilots before expiry of
a BAPA ultimatum yesterday.

According to Biman sources,
the two sides however, failed to
agree on the issue of hiring of
expatriate pilots for the air-
lines.

As per a formula, 20 First Of-
ficers (FOs) of F-28 will become
FOs of Airbus 310, 17 Airbus
FOs will become Captains of
domestic flights, 13 Captains of
domestic flights will become
FOs of DC-10, 12 FOs of DC-10
will become Captains of Airbus
and 6 Airbus Captains will be-
come DC-10 Captains.

A (It’.‘lﬁfatl()n of BAPA led by
its President Captain Mafidul
[slam held talks with Biman
Managing Director Air Com-
modore Rafiqul Islam at Bi-
man's headquarters from 5:30
pm to 9 pm. They agreed to hold
further talks on others issues
next week.

By Staff Correspondent

150 feet road under the World
Bank aided Tk 1,100 crore
Dhaka Urban Transport Project
(DUTP).

During a visit to the site yes-
terday, this correspondent
found that about ten trees had
already been felled along the
northern side of the road. The

entire road from the west to the
east will be stripped of the trees,
the contractor's men there said.
These were planted as 'avenue
trees’ at a substantial cost.
When contacted, S A Saleh
Ahsan, Executive Officer at DC-
C's Gulshan-2 zonal office said
widening of the road was being

Trees being felled along the Kemal Ataturk Avenue in the cityr yesterday.,

done under the DUTP and the
work was being monitored from
the Nagar Bhavan (DCC office).
A senior engineer of DUTP
said he was not aware of trees
being felled along the Kemal
Ataturk Avenue. He said one
engineer, Salam, was in charge
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AL move to resolve intra-party
feuds, reinvigorate network

The ruling Awami League is
readying itself for yet another
attempt to break the long-
drawn stalemate in its organi-
sational activities by solving
internecine conflicts and rein-
vigorating the party network
alter several such attempts had
failed earlier,

The latest AL move also
alms at combating a blustering
opposition campaign against
the government and finding out
prospective candidates for the
next general elections in the ar-
eas where the party has weak
base, insiders said.

For this, the party has as-
signed 79 of its leaders who in-
clude 41 lawmakers, 24 of them
ministers, to embark on a coun-
trywide campaign

The assigned leaders also
include the (Tr:'put}' speaker, two
advisers of the prime minister,

By Nazmul Ashraf

mayors of Dhaka and Chit-
tagong and four whips includ-
ing the chief whip.

According to the latest plan
the AL top notches are sched-
uled to talk with leaders of local
party units, address public ral-
lies and evolve ways to remove
Intra-party feuds during a five-
day visit to different areas of
the country, beginning on May
3

The team, split into 14
groups, will visit 45 districts
out of the 64. Earlier, five min-
isters were asked to visit 19
districts where the party failed
to get any seat in the 1996 gen-
eral elections. However, it later
won two seats in those areas in
by-elections

The AL drive comes when the
BNP-led opposition alliance is
on a stormy campaign denounc-
ing the government and seeking

public support in the next gen-
eral election which is still a
vear away unless early polls
takes place,

The ruling party took a simi-
lar move in January involving
more ministers, MPs and other
central leaders. But most of the
assigned leaders did not go by
the plan

“Dislocations in the January
schedule were caused by the
ministers’ preoccupation with
their official responsibilities
I'his may also repeat this time
But the ministers have been
requested to consult local
leaders in their assigned areas
on any change in the schedule
convenient to them.” said AL
office secretary Abdul Mannan
Khan, who worked out the
schedule.

Talking to The Daily Star,

See page 11 col 7

CU studentsﬁiay siege
to VC's office:
Hunger strike on

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 30: Some
students of Chittagong univer-
sity laid a siege to the office of
the vice chancellor at 4 pm to-
day while a syndicate meeting
was going on there, campus
sources said.

The meeting was called to
discuss ways to break the
stalemate at Chittagong univer-
sity, sources added.

'No conflict
in BNP'

There is no 'right-left or lib-
eral-hardliner conflict' in BNP.
the party said in a press release
referring to a Daily Star news
analysis headlined "Infighting
over movement strategy pushes
BNP towards a dead end” pub-
lished on April 27.

The press release issued by
Information and Research Sec-
retary of BNP Ahmed Nazir on
April 29 said that the observa-
tions in the news analysis were
not correct :

"In this connection we want
to say that there is no conflict

See Page 12 Col 3

The activists of BCL, Chha-
tra Union and Chhatra Front
took part in the SI€EgE pPro-
gramme

They also staged demonstra-
tion in front of VC's office de-
manding reopening of the uni-
versity.

Meanwhile, over 100 stu-
dents under the banner of 'Gen-
eral Students Society’ began
fast-unto-death in front of the
administrative building of
Chittagong university vesterday
demanding reopening of the
varsity and resumption of
shuttle train service

Chittagong university re-
mained closed for the last four
months, making academic life
of 14,000 students uncertain

The stalemate began after
ftwo activists of Islami Chhatra
Shibir were killed in a gunbat-
tle with the activists ol
Bangladesh Chhatra League on
the campus on December 19 last
year.

However, the Syndicate
meeting continued till writing
of this report at 6 pm

The students of Chittagong
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'Hacked' ISP
changes its
domain
address

By M Shamsur Rahman

Brac Bdmail Ltd, whose do-
main server was 'hacked' on
Saturday, has temporarily

solved the problem by changing
its domain address

The Internet Service
Provider (ISP) yesterday sent
mails to all its 1300 subscribers
seeking apology for the incon-
venience. It requested them to
use the new domain address —
bracbd.net — instead of earlier
domain — bdmail.net.

The e-mail services of Brat
Bdmail was disrupted on Satur-
day due to hacking. All mails
directed to accounts of Brac
Bdmail's subscribers Saturday
returned undelivered

When an user sent a mail to
info@bdmail.net™ account, it
received a massage that said,
“"We Are sorry to inform you
that BRAC BDMAIL has been
severely HACKED.” The reply
also contained the hacker's web
site address, which also an-
nounced that it was hacked

The company had initially
denied any hacking in its do-
main server. But it regretted in-
convenience to its subscribers
vesterday.

Talking to The Daily Star,
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Fresh drive soon to
recover public land
in Dhanmondi RA

By Staff Correspondent

The Public Works Depart-
ment is likely to resume evic-
tion programme to recover pub-
lic land from encroachers (n
the Dhanmondi{ lake area soon,
sources said.

The latest move comes after
it was revealed that the recent
eviction drive falled to recover
all the encroached public land.
The Dhanmondi Lake Devel-
opment Project officlals said it
will not be possible to lay the
walkway component of the
project under tln: existing situ-
ation.

“Complications are arising
as the residents are producing
documents to prove ownership
for the encroached land alnn?
the lake,” sald a project official,

A meeting at the LGRD Min-
istry on Tuesday decided that
an 24-hour ultimatum will be
served to the encroachers to
remove all obstacles from the
project area. But the notices
were not served due to bureau-
cratic tangles.

“We are all walting for an-
other meeting to discuss the
next course of action, and | am
sure the eviction drive will have
to be restarted,” sald a PWD of-

ficial, who is in charge of the
eviction drive carried out by the
DCC and the PWD,

He said at least seven build-
ings are currently posing prob-
lems for the walkway compo-
nent. PWD [s also looking into
another 10 structures in the
area which are causing obsta-
cles to the pm?tfr:t's work.

Meanwhile, although the
construction of the two bridges
at Road-32 and Road-8 was
completed more than a month
ago, authorities are not npu-:nlnF
them to public. Top DCC anc
LGRD officlals now insist that
the prime minister should offi-
clally open the two bridges. But
sources told the Daily Star that
the Prime Minister's Office told
the officlals that it will be ap-
propriate for the PM to inaugu-
rate the entire lake project.

The Dhanmondl area Is suf-
fering severe traffic jam due to
the closure of the bridges. "It
does not make any sense how
these officials could expect the
prime minister to Inaugurate
two small bridges when the en-
tire project remains unfin-
ished,” wondered a project offl-
clal.

3250 more expelled on
third day of HSC
examinations

By Staff Correspondent

Some 3250 examinees were
expelled for cheating at exami-
nation in different centres un-
der Dhaka, Jessore, Comilla
and Chittagong education
boards on the third day of HSC
examinations yesterday.

The examinees sat for test on
Bengall 1st paper.

According to Dhaka Educa-
tion Board officials, a total of
/35 examinees were expelled
from different centres in 14 dis-
tricts,

Of them, one examinee was
expelled in Dhaka city, ten were
In Gazipur, nine In Munshi-
ganj, 153 In Narsingdi, five in
Manikganj, 64 in Tangail, 125
in Mymensingh, 151 in Ja-
malpur, 88 (i Sherpur, five in
Kishoreganj. 48 in Netrokona,
|3 in Faridpur, 15 in Gopalgan|.
19 In Rajbari 21 1n Madaripur
and eight In Sharistpur dis-
tricts,

Jessore Education Board
(JEB) officials sald a total of
310 examinees were expelled
from different centres In 13 dis-
tricts, :

Of them, 32 were expelled In
Patuakhall, 25 in Pirojpur, 19
in Bhola, seven In Jhalokathl,

15 in Khulna, 23 in Bagerhat,
efght In Satkhira, 76 in Kush-
tia, five In Barguna 19 in
Chuadanga, 29 in Meherpur, 15
In Jessore, 33 in Jhenaidah and
four in Magura districts.

According to Comilla Edu-
cation Board officials, a total of
068 candidates were expelled
from seven districts under the
board.

Of them, 25-were expelled in
Sunamganj, 65 in Feni, 34 in
Laxmipur, 33 in Brahman-
baria, 12 In Habiganj, 127 in
Chandpur and 272 in Comilla.

Chittagong Education Board
oflicials saild a total of 99 exam-
inees were expelled yesterday
for cheating at the examina-
tion.

Our Correspondent from Ra-
jshahi reports: Three teachers
and some 1520 candidates were
expelled yesterday from 15 dis-
Iricts for cheating at examina-
tion.’

Of them, 98 were expelled in
Rajshahi, 81 students and one
teacher in Chapainawabgani,
43 In Naogaon, 48 in Joypurhat,
28 in Pabna. 136 {n Rangpur,
165 candidates and two teach-
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