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tion: Bangladesh Red Crescent Society
a reception to Sheikh Kabir Hossain on his
guest: Minister for

ome, Post and Telecommunications Mohammad Nasim,
Venue: BA Siddiky Nursing School auditorium of Holy Family
Red Crescent Hospital. Time: 11.00 am.

NY: Novartis (Bangladesh) Ltd

operation of "Ovaltine” in

Ban‘FIadcsh. Venue: CIRDAP conference room, Chameli House,
17, Topkhana Road. Time: 11.00 am.

Public dialo

ublic dialogue on "

€: Centre for Alternatives will hold a
wer and Public Safety.” The dialo
on the themes: State Laws, State Institutlons

1e will
olice,

Judiclary, Parliament), The Nexus Between Coerclve Power and
Politics, Human Rights, Minority Rights, Gender Rights etc.
Venue: Nat Mandal, Dhaka University. Time: 3.00-6.00 pm.

Discussion:

Jowno Nipiron Protirodh Mancha

(Platform to Resist Sexual Harassment) will hold its monthly

discussion on "

rience of Harassment of Women." Venue:

Club Room of Paribagh Slum. Time: 4.00 pm.

(The

Sat¥m'it Ray Retrospective: cniriyakhana
will be screened. Organisers: Zahir Rathan Film

Society. Venue: Indian H hl SCmnmlsalnn auditorium. Road No
pm.

2. Dhanmondi R/A. Time:

=y ey i

Sat ajit'Ray Retrospective: Mananagar (The
Big City) will be screened. Organiser: Zahir Raihan Film
Society. Venue: Indian High 5(Z‘A:mmn54'5.1«3':': auditorium, Road No
.15 pm.

2. Dhanmondi R/A. Time:

Thundershowers likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accom
porary gusty to squally wind is likely at many places over
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Sylhet and Chittagong

tem

nied by

divisions and at one

or two places over Khulna and Barisal divisions during the next

12 hours till 6

The count
36.4 degre
at Srimaugnl.

pm today, repo

rts UNB.
's highest temperature recorded yesterday was
e Celsius at Jessore and the lowest 18.4 degree Celsius

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:27 pm and rises to-

morrow at 5:24 am.

Maximum and minimum

temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenh?lg

Dhaka 33.8 21.9 76
Chittagong 33.6 252 78 81
Rajshahi 35.0 20.7 86 66
Khulna 34.2 262 70 70
Barisal 33.6 27.0 76 70
Sylhet 25.5 20.0 S5 85
Cox's Bazar 34.0 278 - 86

7777 more expelled

From Pagc 1

Of them. fifteen were ex-
d ja, Dhaka icity, 57 @

ipur, 34 in Naravanganj.

217 in Narsingdi, 36 in Mun-

oy e e B 2 W

51 in Manikganj, 397

5hl_Fa.n_|.
in Tangail, 362 in Mymensingh

193 in Jamalpur, 215 in
Sherpur, 48 in Kishoreganj, 65
in Netrokona, 67 in Faridpur,
74 in Gopalganj, 55 in Rajbari,
109 in Madaripur and 44 in

Shariatpur districts.

Meanwhile, one vehicle car-
rying Thana Nirbahi Officer
(TNO) was ransacked yesterday
at Damudya in Shariatpur. The
incident took place because of
the strict measures taken by the
local administration to check
unfair-means at examination
centre.

In Rajbari, some expelled
candidates ransacked the Gov-
ernment Adarsha Women Col-
lege and Injured at least seven
people on the second day of ex-
amination.

According to official sources
the expelled students and their
friends attacked the college
principal and some other em-
ployees at about 1 pm.

Four policemen were also in-
jured during the incident. One
of the injured employees of the
college was admitted to Sadar
Hospital. His condition was
stated to be critical.

Our Jamalpur Correspon-
dent reports: One person was
sentenced to two years impris-
onment supplying copy during
English 2nd paper examination
at a centre at Sarishabari yes-
terday.

Police sald Ashraf Ali, son
of Solimuddin of Patddeha vil-
Iaﬁc. was caught red handed
while supplying copies to his
friend at Keazuddln Talukder
College centre. The on-duty
magistrate formed a temporary
court where All was found
gullty and awarded the pun-
Ishment.

Jessore Education Board
(JEB) officials said a total of
1705 examinees and three
teachers were expelled yester-
day from different centres in 16

Forex snatching

Tota confesses,
Fattah denies

By Staff Correspondent

A young foreign exchange
trader, Khasru, who had {denti-
filed two Ognllcemen who took
away 2400 US dollars from him
earlier, Is being threatened by
some men of the accused po-
licemen, his relatives alleged
ymtcrm.

Si Fattah of city SB and
Tota Miah a suspended police-
men, accused of forcibly taking
away the dollars, were sent to
Jall custody on Friday after
‘One-day police remand, Moti-
Jheel police sald yesterday,

Tota Mian confessed taking
away the dollars from Khasru
on April 20, but Fattah denfed
his involvement in the inci-
dent, police said.

The two were cau
beaten b
identifie

ght and
a mob when Khasr
them (n front of for-

branch of Janata
urana Paltan on

€ign exchan
Bank at
Tuesday,

“centr
Beet

districts.

Police arrested 16 examinees

and ontsidegs from three college

fm Kiishtia for violatimg
n 144 imposed in and
around the centres.

Of them, 99 candidates were
expelled in Patuakhali, 33 in
Barguna, 183 in Barisal, 81 in
Pirojpur, 66 in Bhola, four in
Jhalakathi, 152 in Khulna, 117
in Bagerhat, 90 in Satkhira,
338 in Kushtia, 79 in

Chuadanga. 54 in Meherpur,
133 students and two teachers
in Jessore, 45 in Narail, 202 in
Jhenidah and 29 in Magura dis-
tricts.

According to sources in
Comilla Education Board, a to-
tal of 727 examinees were ex-
pelled from different examina-
tion centres under the board.

Our Correspondent from Ra-
jshahi reports: Six vigilators
and 3022 candidates were ex-
pelled yesterday from 15 dis-
tricts for adopting unfair
means, sources in Rajshahi Ed-
ucation Board said.

Of the total, two hundred
seventy-five were expelled from
Rajshahi, 197 students and
three teachers in Cha-
painawabganj, 112 in Naogaon,
96 in Pabna, 284 in Rangpur,
279 candidates and two teach-
ers in Gaibandha, one teacher
and 197 students in Kurigram,
96 in Nilphamari, 49 in Lal-
monirhat, 340 in Dinajpur, 201
in Thakurgaon, 128 in Pancha-

gar. 521 in Sirajganj, 109 in Bo °

gra and 138 in Natore.

Our Chittagong Correspon-
dent writes: A total of 284 stu-
dents were expelled yesterday
for alleged cheating on the sec-
ond day of HSC examination.

Of them, one hundred eighty-
three were expelled in Chit-
tagong city, 66 In Cox's Bazar,
22 in Rangamatl. five in Ban-
darban and eight in Khagrach-
hari.

Meanwhile, some untoward
incidents occurred at Govt
Women College and Pahartali
College centres where a%imlwl
copy suppliers and candidates
ransacked windows and doors
of the two colleges.

Bangabandhu murder

351 DU teachers
demand speedy

trial

By Staff Correspondent

Three hundred and fifty-one
teachers of Dhaka University
in a statement yesterday de-
manded Immediate pro-
nouncement of the final verdict
in Bangabandhu murder case
and {ts execution.

They noted with dee
cern that punishment
killers cnur

COn -
or the
d not be confirmed

by the Supreme Court as yet al-

though the district judge court

pronounced the u:chem
nearly one-and-a-half years
ago.

They sald hearing of the
death reference by the Supreme
Court had recently hit compli-
cations which mlpylt cause fur-
ther delay In the trial.

‘Furthermore, the associates
and patrons of the killers are
irving to delay the trial or to
destroy the process of punish-
ment of the killers,” the DU
teachers said.
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'Implement Wage
Commission
recommendations'

Left Democratic Front urged
the government yesterday to
announce and implement the
recommendations of the Wage
Commission for the welfare of
millions of workers, reports
BSS.

“The government has im-
plemented the recommenda-
tions of the Pay Commission,
but didn't say anything yet
about the announcement of the
Wage Commission,” the left
leaders said at a rally in the
clty.

With its coordinator Bimol
Biswas In the chair, the rally
was addressed by Manjurul Ah-
san Khan, Khalekuzzaman,
Nirmal Sen, Rashed Khan
Menon, Mujahidul Islam Se-
lim, Dilip Barua and AFM
Mahbubul Haque.

They said the Western coun-
tries were trying to impose the
“labour standard” on the devel-
oping countries in the forum of

Poor service

From Page 1

deteriorated sharply since
1991, he said.

It is important that regula-
tory process and procedures
should be put in place to prop-

erly monitor BTTB's perfor-
mance against a range of ser-
vice quality measures,

The switching and trans-
mission equipment suffer the
burden of too many supplier
types. There is transmission
equipment from Fujitsu, NEC.
Alcatel, Motorola, Nokia, GTE,
JRC, OKI, TRT and Bell, experts
said.

"Only BTTB could overcome
all sorts of hazards if it took a
planned programme to make its
service people-oriented," the
expert observed.

The BTTB should unify its
equipment range, establish a
monitoring cell and utilise its
already installed monitorin
equipment, another expert said.

Tﬁere Is a modern monitor-
ing system at Sher-e-Banglana-
Far but the monitoring system
1as never been in operation
since its installation at least 10
vears ago, said a source.

Five ministers
From Page 1

yesterday evening when asked
to comment on a newspaper re-
port that they have accepted the
FIR as a case.

He echoed comments of DMP
police commissioner Matiu
Rahman who had told the BBC
Radio on the same day that "it
cannot be said that a case has
been taken up. There is some
confusion. What we understand
as recording a case is not like
that. It is under investigation. If
the allegation is substantiated.
we will accept it to restore peo-
ple’s trust.”

He also said that “the matter
involved the question of civic
rights of staging protests and
demonstrations.”

The accused are Foreign
Minister Abdus Samad Azad,
Forests and Environment Min-
ister Syeda Sajeda Choudhury,
Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim, state minister for
Shipping and BIWTA Mofazzal
Hossain Choudhury Mayva,
State Minister for Planuing
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir and
Awami League relief and social
welfare secretary Muku! Bose

Seminar
From Papge 1

ment in bus, taxi and four-
stroke vehicle services, they
said.

Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Traffic Serajul Islam said solv-
ing Dhaka’s traffic problems
should be a joint task for differ-
ent agencies. He said his de-
partment's plan to turn some
roads into one-way thorough-
fares was facing stiff resistance

For example, he said, the
business community at Bangla
Motor link road has threatened
agitation if the road is not re-
verted to two-wayv traffic sys-
. Vikarunnessa School an-
thorities have also refused to
open its gates for easing the
traffic jam on the road there.

The DC Traffic said about
30.000 warrants are now pend-
ing against traffic rule viola-
tors, In most of the cases the
police could not trace owners of
the vehicles concerned because
those have changed hands but
addresses have not been up-
dated,

Rajuk Chairman M Azizul
Haque said Dhaka is the poor-
est capital in the world with an
annual per capita income of 831
US dollars. He said there should
be separate lanes for rickshaws.
Ten new roads have been
planned by Rajuk and the final
move s underway to start con-
structign. He said 73 vehicles
ply onfone kilometre road in
Dhaka ®ity compared to 250 ve-
hicles an the same space in
many cities in other countries.

RrplyinE to a question he
sald Rajuk Is taking action
against people who have built
ramps on footpaths to facilitate
access to their buildings.

The BRTC Chairman sald,
no new private investment in
the city bus service Is coming
forth due to traffic congestion.
He sald the government should
take steps to ease the problem to
attract private investment,

Speakers recommended that
TV and other media could be
used to créate public awareness
about proper road use. There
should be a well coordinated au-
thority to manage traffic in the
metropolis, they said.

Abdul Alam Bhulya, a design
supervisor and consultant, said
the Motor Vehicle Ordinance
1983, now In force, was framed
in the light of the Motor Vehicle
Act 1939 which did not take
Into account rickshaws, pedes-
trians and hawkers who occupy
lootpaths In the clty now. The
law must be amended, he said.

The workshop was conducted
by scout leader and BUET

t professor Nizamuddin Ahmed.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina consoling a victim of the
nor'wester at Laxmiganj in Netrokona yesterday.
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BUP discussion on foreign aid

'Agriculture sector must
get priority'

Speakers at a discussion on
"Foreign Aid, Trend of Devel-
opment and Reflection on Rural
Life" yesterday identified in-
come inequality as number one
problem that increases social
unrest, reports BSS.

The Inequality is rising day
by day between the rural and
urban population in terms of
access to resources, income and
power sharing,” said noted
economist and chairman of
Bangladesh Unnayan Parishad
(BUP) Dr Kazi Kholiquzzaman
at BUP auditorium in the city.

Dr Kholiquzzaman said
though the basis of GDP growth
is agriculture, donors always
suggest curtailing subsidy to it.
Agriculture sector must get pri-
ority in policy formmulation, he
added.

Referring to degradation of
land and water resources, Dr
Kholiquzzaman urged all con-
cerned to work for improving
the environment,

In his main presentation,
noted economist Prof
Mosharaff Hossain said the per
capita income and living stan-
dard of people have increased
but 68 per cent of those living in
rural areas are still landless.

Prof Hossain sald Infras-
tructure of the country has Im-
proved from the 60s. Electricity
coverage has increased to 59 per
cent, number of vehicles in-
creased to 25 per cent and road
coverage increased to 18 per
cent from the 60s to date, he
added.

Referring to the entry of
around one million people in
labour market every year, Prof
Hossaln sald the huge unem-
ployment and new entry in
comparison to slow expansion
of labour market is breaking
social serenity.

Dr Hossain said three mil-
lion people out of nine million
in Dhaka City alone live in
slums. Malnutrition and in-
human living conditions of
slum dwellers have put pressure
on civil amenities, he added.

Referring to foodgrain pro-
duction, Prof Hossain said agri-
culture production is not at par
with the population growth
condition Livestock sector, es-
pecially poultry farming, has
improved a little, he added.

Prof Hossain laid emphasis
on people's access to productive
resources for building a pros-
perous nation.
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CU students

From Page |

Salauddin Ahmed, Yusuf Sharif
Khan, Haiat Hossain Malibub
Ullah and Monir Ahined spoke
in the meeting.

Meeting sources sald some
teachers were critical of the CUJ
authorities for the stalemate
and suggested for appointment
of new VC and pro-VC for end-
ing the crisis,

But the incumbent VC in his
speech said that appointment of
new VC and pro-VC won't bring
the solution to the crisis.

However, the meeting ended
Inconclusively, sources said

UNB adds: the Syndicate has
decided to hold an emergency
meeting at 11 am tomorrow to
discuss campus situation.

During the hunger strike
Alamgir, a final year student of
English Department, burnt his
books, notes and papers to show
his anger against continued vi-
olence on the campus.

The striking students
blamed the university authori-
ties, political parties and gov-
crnment for creating the stale-
mate,

They vowed to continue the
programme until positive steps
were taken by the authorities to
reopen the university.

Another group of general
students and guardians staged a
sit-in at New Market from 10
am to 1 pm against the deacdlock
on the campus.

They announced that they
would march towards the cam-
pus on May 3 and stage a sit-in
at No | gate.

PM visits Netrokona

From Page 12
seeds, for the affected farmers.

"We've successfully tackled
three big natural disasters dur-
Ing our time — one severe cy-
clone, one devastating flood
and one silent drought. Due to
immediate and long term steps
of the government people d.hl
not suffer much from these
calamities.” she sajd listing the
measures during the 1998 flood
and 1997 cyclone.

She said the %uwrrumem has
also formed medical teams and
provided healthcare services to
the affected people,

Addressing a meeting at
Shadhupara High Sr.'fmr)l

round In Purbadhala, the
rime Minister criticised the
absence of the opposition MPs
from Parliament,

She sald although the MP of
the area is from BNP, but he did
not come here to stand beside
you. Neither they go to parlia-
ment, nor they take care of the
people who elected them.

‘But Awami League is the
party of the people and it al-
ways stands beside the people
during their time of need.” she
said.

Hasina said on this dav
(April 29) in 1991 the country
was stuck by severe cyclone. At
that time BNP was in power but
they were not at all aware of the
cyclone devastation, in which
three lakh people were killed.

Even the then Prime Minis-
ter (Begum Zia) did not confirm
how many people were killed in

that cyclone. m'cnrdlug to gov-
ernment data 140,000
were killed, she sald,

State Minister for Land Al-
haj Rashed Mosharraf, State
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Tourlsm Syed Ashraful Islam,
former BNP leader Yunus Man-
dal, Fazlur Rahman Khan MP.
Shamsul Huq MP, Jalaluddin
Talukder MP, Mosharraf Hos-
sain and Waresat Hossain Belal
also addressed the meeting,

The Laxmigan| meeting was
addressed by Fazlur Rahman
Khan MP.

While distributing relief, in-
cluding rice, saree, lungi, steel
plate and glass tumblers to the
storm victims, the Prime Min-
Ister inquired about their con-
dition and consoled them by
touching their heads.

AL leader Nazrul
Islam dead

Veleran Awami Leagne
leader of Rangpur region Advo-
cate Nazrul Islam died at a city
clinic on Thursday. He was 63.
reports BSS.

He is survived by his son,
daughter and a host of relatives.

Islam, a member of Awami
League National Committee and
former president of Rangpur
Bar Council, devoted his life to
progressive politics and socio-
cultural activities.

His qulkhwani will be held
today after Asr prayers at his
Guptapara reaid[;ntf* in Rang-

pur.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia speaking at the National Council of Bangladesh Banks

Employees Association at the Engineers' Institute yesterday.

Star photo

peo ph-

President: Hunger strike

From Page 1
ence in the functioning of a Re-
public and a Kingdom.

He said the decision regard-
ing re-opening of SUST will be
taken at its Syndicate meeting
on May 6 and if required, “I will
go to Sylhet”.

The President ailso said, " |
have already talked to the 1G of
police for your security. 1 will
talk to the Prime Minister to
solve the problems immedi-
ately.

“As Chancellor, if I give or-
der fromm Dhaka to re-open the
university, it will hamper au-
tonomy of the university. The
Syndicate will give decision
considering every aspect™. he
added.

He also inquired about the
well being of the students and
advised them to devote to stud-
ies. He assured them that the
problems would be solved im-
mediately and that he would

again talk to the Prime Minis-
ter in this regard.

The President was accompa-
nied by SUST Vice Chancellor
Prof. Habibur Rahman, its Reg-
istrar Jamilur Reza Chowdhury
and Abul Mal Al Muhit.

Later, Dhaka University
Vice Chancellor Prof. AK Azad
Chowdhury also visited the
Shaheed Minar and talked to
the students.

A total of 38 hunger-striking
students felt sick yesterday,
eight of whom were shifted to
Dhaka Medical College Iospi-
tal and another 14 were given
saline.

In the last 4 days, 23 students
were admitted to DMCH. They
include Subir, Masud, Sohel,
Sager, Kamal, Shamal and
Bappy.

Some teachers of Jahangir-
nagar University, a group of
students of Jagannath Hall of
Dhaka University and leaders
of Ganotantrik Chhatra Oikkya
(GCO) also staged a token
hunger strike yesterday ex-
pressing their solidarity with
the demands of SUST students.

Workers Party General Sec-

retary Rashed Khan Menon,
Monjurul Ahsan Khan of
Communist Party of
Bangladesh, Nirmal Sen of

Sramik Krishak Samajbadi
Dal and some other leaders of
small parties also joined the
token hunger strike yesterday.,

The President later talked to
the political leaders, who urged
him to try to retain the names
of SUST dormitories and build-
Ings, announced by the Syndj-
cate earller,

Earller, GCO brought out a
procession Irom Dhaka Uni-
versity and held a rally at the
Central Shaheed Minar ex.
pressing solidarity with the
SUST students' demands.

Bangladesh Road Transport
Employees’ Union also brought
out a procession and joined the
hunger-striking students at the
Shaheed Minar,

Earlier, a five-member dele-
p‘nllnn of the SUST students met
the Prestident at the Bangabha-
ban at around 3 30 pm yester-
tlay. This followed a visit to the
Shaheed Minar by the Presi-
dent’s Military Secretary Maj.
Gen. Jalaluddin Ahmed and

lE-Iu':hrn:-lﬂrj.'r Ismail Hossain at

about 2 30 pm.

They urged the students on
behalf of the President to break
the hunger strike. But the stu-
dents r:*{%tsr(i and proposed that
the President should either
come to the Shaheed Minar or
give a specific assurance about
re-opening of the university.

However, on the insistence
of the Bangabhavan officials, a
delegation of the students
agreed to meet the President at
Bangabhaban. Five students -
Manik, Zakir Hossain, Ashim
Raihan, Alamgir Hossaiu and
Nurul Islam - accompanied the
otlicials to Bangabhaban and
requested the President to visit
the hunger-striking students at

the Shaheed Minar. sources
added.
Meanwhile, Association of

Development Agencies in
Bangladesh (ADAB) in a state-
ment yesterday urged the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister to
take necessary steps to re-open
the SUST.

Khalid murder

From Page |
Ghat on the night of May 6.

Shikdar had called Khalid,
Chayan and Monir for settlin
a dispute over the lease of Jai
Khana Ferryghat.

In fact, they were called for
murder instead of settling the
dispute, said Noor-e-Alam, one
of accused in the case during his
judicial confession under 164
on September 1 last year.

Noor-e-Alam was arrested
on August 30. Later, he was
made government approver. He
witnessed all the murders as
Ershad Shikdar's chief body-
guard,

Khalid murder case was
transferred to Khulna thana on
May 19 from Tejgaon thana. AC
of Kotwali Zone Bakhtiar Hos-
sain investigated the case.

L] L]
Kibria
From Page |

There is an opportunity to
invest on power tiller assem-
bling and manufacturing plant
as there is growing demand for
many power tiller among the
farmers. “The demand will cer-
tainly go up in the future and
the banks should come up with
funds to invest in the rural area
for the modernisation of the ru-
ral economy.”

State minister Abul Hasan
Chowdhury saild the banks
usually rally behind the estab-
lished businessmen to avoid
risk. "But business can't be
risk-free no matter it s an es-
tablished house or not.”

Bank chairman M. Syeduz-
zaman, a former finance minis-
ter, sald his bank's baslc com-
petence and technology-based
infrastructure for Information
flow will give its staff the
strength to push the frontiers of
risk where necessary.

A. Rouf Chowdhury said the
bank wants to work in partner-
ship with the government to al-
leviate poverty. He also empha-
sised Investing on human re-
sonrce development and the
necd 1o create more jobs as
some two crore people. includ-
ing 50,000 educated youths are
unemployed in the country,

System hacked
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more  telephone lines from
BTTB, better service, etc
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It said, "Attention all: You
might be the next victim if you
cant provide security for

clients.” The hacking has been
domne in the grater interest of the
Internet users in Bangladesh
We feel sorry for all Brac Bd-
mail users for their inconve-
nience, the message continued

It also invited comments
from anyone on the hacking

Brac Bdmail systems offi-
cials, however. denied that
there had been any such hack-
ing. "We had a little problem in
our systems, but there wasn't
any hacking.” one official said.

Another official requesting
anonymity said, “Probably
someone was playing foul in the
area where Daily Star is lo-
cated.”

However, at least two users
of Brac Bdmail told the Daily
Star over telephone that they
received similar messages.

Eddie Barlow

From Page |

The South African collapsed
at around 7 p.m. He was rushed
to a nearby clinic in the diplo-
matic area and later to the
Combined Military Hospital
(CMH) where doctors stated his
condition ‘stable’.

“"He Is out of danger,” said
Syed Ashraful Huq, general sec-
retary of Bangladesh Cricket
Board (BCB), to the Daily Star
over telephone late last night.

“But the left side of his body
Is still paralysed,” Ashraful
said from CMH, adding that
Barlow was kept at the Inten-
sive Care Unit.

BCB president Saber Hossain
Chowdhury, who was on way to
London to attend an emergency
ICC meeting, rushed to the
clinic hearing the news and had
the middle-aged South African
immediately shifted to the
CMH.

~ As the news of Barlow's ill-
ness spread out, many anxious
people phoned at the Daily Star
office.

Barlow attended the first day
of the month-long national
camp for the Asia Cup on I
day. The jovial BCB develop
ment director spent two hours
with his boys at the BUET
ground and was scheduled to re-
sume the training today alter a
day’s break yesterday.

"We request cricket lovers
across the country to pray lor
his speedy recovery.” sald
Ashraful in an emotion-chokecd

voice.
Wasteful

Fromn Page 12

since they target only the pests
that eat the crop. Beneficial in -
sects and predators do not feed

on that plants, so they are not
affected, sald Siraj.

Siral admitted some larmers
use granule pesticide as preven -
tive application when growing
high vield varleties. Siraj at-
tributed the recent increase In
pesticide use to the Increase in
the cultivation of high vield va -
ricties. l

'y & f
Khaleda
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Deseribing  country's sitiia-
tion as grim, Khaleda in her 40-.
minute speech said the back-
bone of economy been
shattered due to ruling party's
politicisation and integration
ol its activists in all vital sec-
1Oors

Referring to the recent Paris
Aid Club meeting, she said go
ernment s massive corruption
had featured prominently at the
donors' meeting

She said the fragile economy
would collapse if Awami League
coIrntinue in I,’H_‘!Uu'I!'I

"We are in movement not
guided by lust for power but for
savings the country from the
clutches of plunderers,” she
said.

Addressing the meeting for-
mer Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman said the Central Bank
should enjoy total autonomy
iree from the dictates of the Fi-
nance Ministry.

Government could not bor-
row Tk 4,000 crore from banks
if the central bank could act
irecly without caring for inter-
lercnce of the govermment in its
day to day business

Calling the Finance Minis-
ter as incompetent and lacking
foresight, Saifur said he
(Kibria) had bluffed the nation
in his budget speech. He spoke
of raising revenue collection by
22 per cent but it has not in-
creased even by hall per cent
during the first half of the year
added Saifur Rahman

Presided over by Bangladesh
Bank Employees Federation
president BM Bakir Hossain,
the meeting was addressed by
Khondoker Mahbubuddin
Ahmed, Abdullah Al Noman,
Nazrul Islam Khan, Mirza Ab.
bas and Sadek Hossain Khoka
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has

prised him of her recent visit to
the United States, an official
press release said

President Shahabuddin vis-
ited the university student who
had been on fast-unto-death at
the Central Shaheed Minar

They broke their fast with
assurances from the President.
also Chancellor of the univer-
sity. for doing "evervthing pos-
sible”™ on his part for resolving
the problems

Prime Minister Hasina
stayed with the President for
some time and apprised him
about various aspects of her re-
cent visit to US where she had
fruitful talks with American
leaders and officials on bilat-
eral economic issues, said the
release.

The Prime Minister sald she
was awarded "Pearl S Buck”
award from the Randolph Ma-
con Women's College and deliv-
ered lectures in various educa-
tional Institutions

The governor of Virginia de-
clared April 8 as “"Sheikh
Hasina day®™ and the Mavor ol
Lynchburg presented her golden
key of the city

*This was a rare honour for
the people of Bangladesh,”
Hasina told the President. She
sild her visit was fraitial

President Shahabuddin ap-
preciated the Prime Minister s
visit to US, l

Two bodies
recovered
Jy Staft Correspondent

Police

recovered
unidentified v

e of them was beheaded an
another slaughtered. from
rice field at
Demra thana vesterday
Sir Salimullah
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s said

that the bodies were decom-
posed and apparently left on the
rice field beside the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway a week ago

Both were wearing jeans. Farm-
ers tending their field found the

bodies and informed Sabujbag
thana. Later. Demra thana rr:;
covered the bodies

The area where the bodies

were lound is on the border of

the two thanas

Further details were not
available. The bodies were
taken to SSMC morgue for au-
Ix*}:'ﬁ_‘n.

Wrist watches
worth Tk 6 lakh
recovered at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

A special squad of the Na-
tional Board ol Revenue and
Customs recovered 1184 wrist
watches worth about Tk 6 lakh
from the ladies toilet at Zia In-
ternational Airport on Friday
night, said a press release of the
customs _’U‘.‘N't‘ﬁ'iﬂ}'_

Public hospitals
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annual budget INMSR) ol taka
25 000 for every bed whereas in
practice we need at least double
the amount. This is beyond
imagination.

The NICVD. where mostly
poor patients crowd for heart
treatment, cannot even supply
common drugs, let alone the life
saving ones - an illustration ol
lack of attention to the poor

Professor M A Zaman, the
NICVD Director. had earlier
told The Dally Star that with
the existing supply ol drugs
only 30 per cent of the patient's
needs can be met while the rest
has to arrange their own drugs.

"Poor are made poorer when
they are admitted to hospitals,
particularly if It involves
surgery.” said a patient at
NICVD. “I got admitted after
several attempts over the last
two months but now | have to
wait until I can arrange my own
drugs and medical accessories
required for surgery.”

To deal with such a crisis, a
number of hospitals have set up
‘patient wellare fund but they
are available to a very limited
number of people.

During the fourth five-year
health project, the government
annually spent about Tk 50 |[wr
person on health which was far
too less o meet the minbnuwm
requirement

But experts suggest that the.
government should gradually
raise the annual allocation 1o
at least 12 US dollars per person
with special attention lor the

needs ol the poor.
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