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Ullapara Sc College Principal's

office ransacked by examinees

From Akhteruzzaman Bablu

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 28: Office
of the Principal of Ullapara
Sclence College in Sirajgan|
district was ransacked by the
students on Thursday, the first
day of Higher Secondary Cer-
tificate (HSC) examinations
under Rajshahi Education
Board.

The examinees ransacked
the office for not allowing the
outsiders to supply coples to
them. Police intervened result-
ing in chase and counter-chase
between police and ransackers.
Alter sometime police con-

trolled the situation.

Meanwhile, despite tight
measures taken by the local
administration, unfair means
in examination centres IS ranm-
pant in various centres n Sira-
ganj district, though it has
yeen checked considerably in
Sirajganj Sadar thana centre.

If the administration takes
more tight measures in the cen-
tres in rural areas and in other
thana centres, the bad practice
will be checked or controlled
siguificantly, expressed some
guardians whose sons and
daughters are sitting lor 115C
examinations from the village

Deputy Commissioner (DC) of Sirajgan) AFM Saiful Islam

visiting the Bagbati

Degree College

Centre under

Sirajgan) sadar thana during the English First Paper

examination of HSC examinations on Thursday. He
expressed satisfaction observing tight steps in the
centre. — Star photo

centres.,

This year the total number
of HSC examinees In Sirajgan|
district is 16,778.

Of them the major number —
3,006 examinees in Kazipur
thana, 2,945 in Shahjadpur,
2.676 in Raigonj, 2,273 in Ulla-
para 1,320 in Kamarkhonda,
1.716 in five centres ol Siraj-

anj Sadar thana, 821 in
%nrash. 712 in Chowhall and
1,309 In Belkuchi thana are sit-
ting for HSC examinations.

One copy-supplier Abdul
Karim of t'lll&lgt' Janpur has
been arrested from Bagbati
centre on Thursday.

A total of 716 have been ex-
pelled on Thursday, the [firs!
day of English first paper exan-
ination.

The number of expelled st
dents are thanawise: Kazipur —
46, Sadar thana centres — 54,
Shahjadpur — 125, Ullapara —
67, Kamarkhonda -— 151,
Raigonj — 192, Belkuchi — 51,
Chowhali — 26, and Tarash —
SCVEell.

The district administration,
in the meantime, has deployed

BDIR to nuvntain law and order
e and aronnd the examination
centres so that outslders can
not supply coples to the exami-
nees. Despite all these steps, un-
fair means is being adopted by
the examinees in Kazipur,
Raigonj. Tarash, Ullapara, Ka-
markhonda . Belkuchi,
Chowhali and Shahjadpuar cen-
tres at randomn.

Witnesses sald, adoption of
unlfair means in these centres
has broken the previous
records. Some examinees and
invigilators complained that
they had been disturbed by the
outsiders during examinatiorn
hours on the first day of HSC
examination.

Painting show on Liberation
War, Language Movement

From Anwar Al

NATORE, Apr 28: An ama-
teur painter ol Natore. Rumi
Shaila Sharmin, a Masters [i-
nal year student of Psychology
Department of Rajshahi Uni-
versity arranged her first solo
painting exhibition at the RU
Central Shaheed Minar
premises recently.,

Though Rumi had no aca-
demic background of art and
drawing or Fine Arts, she in re-
cent timnes, has emerged as one
of the promising painter of the
country with a special charac-
teristic of her own.

With her very personal style
of paintings she has depicted on
the canvas the pangs and pride
of the country's Liberation War
and the Language Movement
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Rumi, a promising amateur artist

various aspects of her fir-:
Shaheed Minar premises

Her paintings have depictod
the nostalgic moments, a re-
membrance of the memories of
our liberation war and language
movement. At the same time
her paintings have depicted the
distressed of men, women and
children.

KU} Shaheed Smarity Sam-
grahashala (RU Archive) and
RU unit of the 'Freedom Fight-
ers' Cultural Command' jointly
organised the exhibition, which
was formally inaugurated by
the vice-chancellor of the Lni-
versity, Professor Saidur Rah-
man Khan

\ lIL-‘

With 43 exhibits on show
this was a massive assemblage
of works ]i_‘-.' one young artisi
drawing admiration.

Out of the total 31 are exhib-
ited for the first time.

The crisis, cries, and con-
flicts ot life touched Rumi quite
deeply and she tried to depict
life in its varied aspeclts

A large number of people
enjoved the show. Of the ex-

hibits. 'Bijoy Ullash.' 'Bangla
Ma'. 'Amar Borna Mala'. '‘Da-
hon', Badhvabhumir Chattare’

Jananee Janmabhuni’, ‘Nirja- |

ton',  Protyvashito #Frottush',
Obhijog’, "Prosanti,” and
‘Urechilo Pakhira' have been

lightly appreciated and enjoyed
by the visitors.

showing the visilors
painting show at RU
Star photo

Ruri. since her early age has
been engaged in drawing. paint-
mgs, writing reports and partic-
ipating In various functions
She is also programme conduc-
tor of magazine programme
‘Nobarun' (of college and uni-
versity students) and regular
performer of drama Iin
Bangladesh Betar, Rajshahi.

Rumi's father Md Sharif
Uddin serves as Rajshahi Re-
gional Information Officer ol
Agriculture and her mother
Shirin Sharif is a renowned
writer, poet and radio artiste.

RU students
face crisis of
drinking water

From Kamran R Chowdhury

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
Apr 28: Resident students of the
university have been facing
acute crisis of safe drinking wa-
ter for a long time

About 15 thousand resident
students of 10 male and 4 [e-
male dormitories on the cam-
pus drink tubewell water. We
cannot relay on the supply wa-
ter which comes out of taps as
rooftop tanks are not cleaned
regularly, some students alleged

However, in the dry season,
students have to drink
contaminated” water from
rooftop tank when most of the
tubewells go out of order.

Another problem is the pres-
ence of iron beyond permissible
level in the water of Rajshahi.
The iron causes various water-
borne diseases

Students have urged the au-
thorities concerned to set up a
water treatment plant to solve
the problem.

Students, particularly fe-
males, complain they are also
facing hair loss problem be-
cause ‘contaminated’ water.
Most of the female students
bathe in ponds situated in their
:]ﬂll premises to avold the prob-

em.

445 bottles of
phensidyl syrup
seized in Ctg
From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 28: Fou.
hundred and forty-five bottles
of Indian phensidyl syrip were
seized and three people were ar-

rested in this connection in the
city on Saturday.

Ershad tells Pabna rally
4 parties united
to protect
country

PABNA, Apr 28: Jativa Party
Chairman H M Ershad on
Wednesday said the four-party
alliance would establish a wel-
[are-oriented goyernment oust-
ing the Awami League govern-
ment forever by waging a united
movement, reports UNB

"We the four parties have
forged unity to protect the coun-
try form misrule, terrorism and
extortion of Awami League gov-
ernment.” he told a public meet-
ing at Pabna town hall ground
on Wednesday.

Jatiya Party District
venor Azizur Rahman
presided over the meeting.

He said instead of fulfilling
its pledge to build a Sonar
Bangla, the government un-
leashed a reign of terror across
the country, he said adding that
some 82 people were Killed in
the capital alone last month

The deposed president said
mills and factories were closed
after the government came to
power. The country is flooded
with Indian goods and drugs
smuggled into the country from
India are destroving the vouths,
Lie added.

JI' Secretary General Naziur
Rahiman Manzur. presidium
member Kazi Firoj Rashid and
former MP A K M Shamsuddin
also addressed the meeting

Boy killed 1n
Jhenidah road
accident

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Apr 28: A boy
was crushed under the wheels of
a passenger bus on Tuesday at
village Laudia under Sadar up-
azila.

The victim was identified as
Moktar Hossain, 8.

According to police, a
Barisal-bound bus hit the boy
from behind, killing him on the
spot. The boy was crossing the
road.
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Viral tfever
breaks out
in Faridpur
From Our Correspondent
FARIDPUR, Apr 28: Viral
fever has broken out in the
town in an epidemic form, al-
fecting a large number of people
People are pouring into hos-
pitals and private chambers ol
doctors complaining high tem-
perature, severe headache and
cough
Doctors have attributed the

outbreak of the disease to the
seasonal change in weather.
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A recent nor'wester in Jamalpur

ters,

uprooted many electric poles. Photo shows such an
uprooted pole near Jamalpur Palli Biddyut Samity, Rural Electrification Board headquar-
— Star photo by Muhammad Ah

155 incidents recorded in Moulvibazar last VI

Fire incidents increasing,
one killed in Feni

One person was killed and
many houses were gutted In
devastating fire incidents in
various districts recently, re-
port agencies,

A shop owner was feared
dead inside his stationery shop
in a fire at Jagannathbari Road
in Feni town on Sunday.

Witnesses sald the fire broke
out while the victim, Murari
Mohon Saha, 72, was lighting a
lamp in his shop adjacent to an
oil store.

But firetighters did not find
any body when they put out the
lame.

However, local people later
recovered a burnt skeleton
from the shop and it was
thought to be of Murari.

The extent of loss by the fire
was estimated at Tk 10 lakh.

Over 50 semi-pucca and
kutcha houses of Ghosaildanga
area under Doublemooring
thana in Chittagong were gut-
ted in a devastating lire early
April 16,

Fire Brigade sources said the
fire originated from an electric
short circuit at about 3 am and
soon engulfed the entire area.
Casualties could not be con-
firmed by the firefighters.

Firefighters with the help of
locals brought the fire under
control at about 5:30 am

An earlier report says:
Eleven dwelling houses were
gutted in two separate fire inci-
dents in Chittagong city re-
cently.

Fire Service sources said,
four houses were burnt Into
ashes in a fire that broke out at
Barek Building Square re-
cently. The fire originated from
an electric short circuit at a
dwelling house and soon en-
gulfed the surrounding arcas.
Two fire units from Agrabad

By Staff Correspondent

Fire Station doused the blaze
after about an hour,

In another Incident seven
shanties were gutted at OR
Nizam Road rendering about
100 people homeless recently

There was no report of casu-
alty.

At least four houses were gut-
ted in a devastating fire at
Shasanghata village near Pri-
mary Training Institute (PTI)
under sadar thana of Satkhira
district recently.

The fire originated from an
electric short circuit from a
house and Immediately en-
gulfed other houses,

The firefighters rushed to
the spot and extinguished the
blaze alter one hour of hecotie
efforts.

Meanwhile our Moulvibazar
Correspondent says: A total ol
155 tire incidents occurred in
Moulvibazar district during the
last year (1999).

The loss on account of fire
was estimated at about Taka 77
lakh 69 thousand 768.

Md Amir Hussain Ma-
jumder, Assistant Director of
District Fire Service and Civil
Defence Departiment told The
Daily Star correspondent in
Moulvibazar that at least 26
people died in 164 incidents in-
cluding road and water trans-
port incidents.

The source of fire incidents
recorded during the year 1999
in Moulvibazar district were
furnace. In 38 fire incidents
which caused loss of Taka 22
lakh 77 thousand 800. Electric
short circuit caused 32 fire in-
cident and loss from it esti-
mated at Taka 5 lakh 02 thou-
sand 268. Burning cigarettes-
34, loss from it Taka 2 lakh 80
thousand 500, display of fire-6,
loss from it Taka 1 lakh 75

thousand 200, setting lire on
property by unruly mobs or by
unknown criminals-16. which
caused loss of Taka 12 lakh 96
thousand. burning ashes and
other fire works-26, and losses
from it estimated at Taka 27
lakh 72 thousand 600 and fire
incidents of unidentified rea-

sons-3 and losses from it taka 3

thousand.

The Assistant Director ol
Fire Service and Civil Defence
also added that property worth
Taka 1] lakh 24 thousand 200

were gutted in 67 fire incidents

under the territory of Moul-
vibazar Fire Station. Valuable
worth Taka 29 lakh 31 thou-
sand 868 were gutted in 38 fire
incidents under
Fire Station and
worth Taka 37 lakh 13 thou-
sand 700 were gutted in 50 fire
incidents under the territory ol
Kulaura Fire Station.

Besides this, 74 road and wa-
ler transport accidents were oc-
curred in Moulvibazar and 15
people died in Moulvibazar
Ninety-three incidents were oc-
curred in Srimongal and 10
people died and one such inci-
dent in Kulaura where one per-
son died.

There are only three fire sta-

tions in Moulvibazar district,
one at Moulvibazar, one at
Srimongal and the other at Ku-
laura upazila headquarters

According o Fire Brigade Of-
ficials, they have no sophisti-
cated firefighting materials in-
cluding vehicles.

It is very urgently needed to
set up new fire stations at Bar-
alekha, Rajnagar. Kamalganj
upazila headquarters and
Sherpur. Shamsernagar and
Juri which are important busi-
ness centres of the district.

Srimongal
valuables

Shroud .
LALMONIRHAT, Apr 2 pProcession

H:
League activists attired (n S]M"m than one thousand Awami

iroud on Monda ded
town demanding immediate o y paraded in the
bandhu murder case. re x:_:; bxﬁgl'ltlon of the verdict of Banga-

They also held a ra ly in front of |
%4 ocal mu
was nd¥lrcssed by AL leaders Nazrul Hagq Palw:::-'lcg::!! lgi::rnl':i‘:ﬂ

Haq Sarkar and Chhat
and Mofazzal Hossain, League leaders Rezaul Haq Patwar

Allowance for women

SYLHET, Apr 25 Some 4,410
‘ : p Poor women of 98 uni
upazilas have been brought under a monthly allgxﬂanl?c!cm rt:-l-
gramme, rr;;{oil;ls UNBE. y
Forelgn ister Abdus Samad Azad i
: 1a -
gramme at a function at the anditorium of ggcull;us(:rlvl}:cpég-

partment here on Thursday. Eacl
the programme will recelvey’l‘k ICOI{)DJJEI:; mﬂfr? AR pter

Two commit suicide

cide In two thanas on Friday. ,f;’,or‘;s UNEg'Edly committed sui-

Bokull Akhtar, 20 wife of Anwar Hossain. of villa
Saturia thana committed suicide by takin
other Incident, Golap, 24, son of Chan Mia. of Hatkora In
Daulatpur thana took his life by hanging himself from the ceil-
ing of his house. Separate UD case were filed.

e Gheor in
pesticide. In an-

-

2 killed in road mishap

MYMENSINGH, Apr 25 At least two persons were killed and
20 others Injured in a road accident on Mymensingh-Sherpur
highway at Rupchandrapur under Tarakanda thana on Mon-
day, reports BSS,

Eye witnesses said a loaded Sherpur-bound truck from
Dhaka Ehmged into roadside ditch after its driver lost control
over it killing one person on the spot and injuring 21 others
who were travelling on board the truck. Some of them were crit-
ically Injured. One of the critically injured person died at My-
mensingh Medical College Hospital. The victim could not be
identified. The injured five were admitted to Mymensingh

h«}eldical College Hospital and the rest were released after first
alcl,

Two fugitives held

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 28 Police on Saturday arrested two more
fugitives, who fled from court hazat early this month. from
Kanrkhop forest area in Ramu thana, reports UNB.

The arrested are Rashid Ahmed and Mostaque Ahmed — both
hailed from Ukhlyaghona village of the thana. Firing shots and
exploding bombs on police, a gang of miscreants snatched away
I8 under-trial accused from court hazat here on April 10. Police
so far arrested nine of them.

Smuggled goods seized

RAJSHAHI, Apr 28: Plainclothes police seized Indian goods
from a minibus here Tuesday and arrested a man in this con-
nection, reports UNB.
~ On information, police raided a bus of Baishakhi Courier
Service and seized Indian goods, including spare parts of mo-
torcycle, spices and medicines, worth about Tk 4 lakh. The ar-

l'lE‘Stf:d was Identified as Mohammad Ali. helper of the bus
driver.

Bumper Boro output likely

BAGERHAT, Apr 28 Boro production appears to surpass its

DHAKA SATURDAY, APRIL 29,3000 |

Procurement target dampens
enthusiasm of wheat growers

THAKURGAON, Apr 28 Re-
juvenated by successive bumper
productions, wheat growers of
the district have embarked on
harvest, reports UNB.

Agriculture officials said
harvesting on 90 per cent of
wheat fields in Haripur, Peer-
F“”i and Ranishonkoi upazil-
as while 60 per cent in sadar
and Shaliadanga upazillas
have already been completed.

Some 1.5 lakh metric tons of
wheat are expected to be pro-
duced in the district as 60,000
hectares of land were brought
under the cultivation. '

"The good news is that this
year's wheat corns are much
healthier than previous years,"
said Deputy Director of the dis-
trict Mohaimnmad Abdus Salam.

As agriculture workers got
engaged in wheat harvesting,
labour wages have shot up in
the district,

Dav-labourers are demand-
ing Tk 700-800 for harvesting
one acre of land, villagers said.

Meanwhile, wheat price
continues to show an upward
trend in the district. It is now
selling at Tk 330 per maund and
likely to exceed the government
rate of Tk 356 soon

Even then the bad news is
there. Despite a bountiful pro-
duction of wheat, the govern-
ment has decided to procure
only 19,000 mts of wheat from
the district this year dampen-
ing the enthusiasm of the grow-
ers.

Various peasant organisa-
tions demanded of the Food De-

Parliament Speaker Alhaj Humayun Rashid Chowdhury speaking as the chief guest at
the llnaurgurnl. function of the two-day celebration of the Silver Jubilee of Bangladesh
Manipuri Sahitya Sangsad, a tribal literary association held here recently. — Star photo

partment to take steps for
procuring at least 50,000 tons of
wheat.

There have been allegations
that some influential people
have stored a huge quantity of
wheat to supply it to govern-
ment godowns, depriving the
genuine farmers to sell their
produces to the government.

Another report from
Kishoreganj savs: The goveri-
ment is destined to suﬁer loss
due to inefficiency of
Bangladesh Agriculture Devel-
opment Corporation (BADC) in
Kishoreganj region.

BADC has decided to sell
11.62 lakh kg of wheat seeds in
the open market for the con-
sumption as the seeds remained
unsold.

Like previous years BADC
stored 11.62 kg quality wheat
seeds to supply to the farmers
and encourage them in wheat
cultivation.

But the farmers did not buy
the BADC seeds this year as
they were disappointed using its
seecs last year. As a result 11.62
lakh kg seeds remained unsold

in 3 godowns of BADC in the re-
gion.

The farmers cultivated
wheat on 9,840 hectares of land
against the target of 13,500
hectares this year due to non-
availability of good seeds.

As the farmers did not take
BADC seeds, more than 10.24
lakh kg remained unsold in
Kishoreganj godown, 22,000 k
in Pakundia godown and 1.1
lakh kg in Netrokona godown.

The costly seeds are now be-
ing sold in the market at nomi-
nal price causing a huge loss to
the government. Tender has
been invited from the buyers to
sell the seeds. '

A competent source said an
influential quarter is trying to
buy the wheat at throwaway
price through manipulation in
connivance with a section of
dishonest BADC officials

Deputy Director of BADC re-
gional office M Helal Uddin
Chowdhury, however, said the
wheat will not be sold if the
quotation was lower than the
market price.

92 leprosy patients

detected in Jhenidah

From Delwar Kabir

JHENIDAH, Apr 28 A total
of 92 leprosy patients were de-
tected here between July 1995
and December 1999, Of them six
were detected in Jhenidah
Sadar thana, 13 in Sailkupa,
three in Kaliganj, five in Harli-
nakundu, two In Kotchandpur
and nine in Mohespur thana
last year.

Civil Surgeon office sources
said, a total of 46 lepers were
cured and rest 46 were provided
with sufficlent drugs llrmn Six
thana health complexes THC,

Civil Surgeon Office sources
sald, six Leprosy Control Assis-
tants (LCAs) were trained to de-
tect and assist the physicians.

When contacted, some lepers
sald that they were provided
with Refampicin capsule,
Clofezemine and Dapson
tablets free of cost.

Some patients, however, do
not know about the proper
doses of medicine,

Anwar Hossain, 40, a farmer
of village Baromoururl In
Sailkupa thana Is such a care-

was Killed
jured in a clash between 1wo ri-
val groups at village Amuria in
Sadar upazila on Sunday.

less patients. The patient suf-
fering with multi Bacilary ler—
rosy may die at any time as he
is not taking drugs regularly al-
though the health workers are,
engaged in motivation work.
The aloresaid patient can be
cured within a vear if he is pro-
vided with sufficient drugs.

civil surgeon office sources
said.

Man killed 1n
clash over
harvesting

From Our Correspondent
MAGURA., Apr 2X A man
and 11 others In-

The dead was identified as

Kalipada Biswas, 50.

Local people and eyewit-

nesses said the clash erupted
over harvesting at a disputed
paddy hield.

target due to favourable weather and easy avallability of fer-
| tiliser, reports UNB.

Farmers have already embarked on harvesting Boro paddy
in all upazilas with an estimated output target of 1.2 metric tons
per hectares. Deputy Director of Agriculture Extension Depart-

hectares of land against :lie-{ar?ek-e{—l-&JH-GMwm—'Hmp
gathering is now goingrorr inr fnll swingrand 9s Wkely to b&com -
pleted by the end of May. I

Art for people’s development
A mobile art exhibition was arranged recently by
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy in collaboration with
Chandpur district administration. Eminent artist Hashem
Khan inaugurated the exhibition. — Star photo

Rivals' clash leaves man dead

MANIKGANJ. Apr 28 A man was killed and 15 others were
injured, four seriously, in an attack of the rival group while
harvesting paddy al Nalghaira beel in Daulatpur thana on
Monday, reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said dispute over one bigha land at the
beel continued for several vears between Abdul Aziz and
Champa Begum. Last year the court awarded the ownership of
the land to Aziz who cultivated paddy on it. As men of Aziz went
to harvest paddy, rivals attacked them with deadly weapons in
which Batiar Rahman. 42, received grievous injury and died on
the spot. Punnu Bibi, 35, Abdul Aziz. 60. Abdul Quader, 55, and
Rabbani, 40, injured seriously in the attack were rushed to the
Pangu Hospital in Dhaka.

Efforts on to remove illiteracy

NARSINGDI, Apr 28: Deputy Speaker Advocate Abdul Hamid
on Friday said the present government was continuing sincere
efforts to erase illiteracy from society, reports BSS.

The government has placed top priority to education and
taken a range of measures for the development of educational
institutions in the country, he said. The deputy speaker was ad-
dressing the inaugural function of the two-day golden jubilee
celebration of Narsingdi Government College on the college
premises as the chief guest. Presided over by Principal of the
college Prof Surja Kanta Das, the function was also addressed,
among others by Vice-chancellor of the National University
Aminul Islam, parliament member Raji Uddin Ahmed Raju,
Janata Bank Chairman Mohammed All and Samsul Hoque, a
former student of the college.

Rangpur AL leader dead

RANGPUR, Apr 28: Rangpur District Awamli League Vice-
President and Bangludesh Bar Council member Advocate
Nazrul Islam on Thursday died at Mohakhali Metropolitan
Huﬂ:lta] in Dhaka, reports BSS.

e was 62. Advocate Nazrul was suffering from gal-bladder
ailment for a long time. State Minister for Communications
Anisul Haque Chowdhury condoled the death of Advocate
Nazrul and prayed for the salvation of the departed soul. The
state minister also conveved sympathy to the members of the
bereaved family.

Loan for cooperators

SHARIATPUR, Apr 28: RISDA, a non-governmental organi-
sation has disbursed over taka 2.96 lakh as loans among the
members of the Cooperative Societies in seven thanas receutly,
reports BSS,

The loan has been given to run small business, establish
school library and adult education centre in the thanas. RISDA
has already realised Taka 24 25 lakh as outstanding from the
local borrowers.

ment Rafiqul Islam said Boro paddy was cultivated on 21.035 |




