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One shot dead
as BCL factions
clash in Pabna

PABNA, Apr 27: One person
was shot dead and 35 others
were injured in a clash between
two factions of pro-Awaml
League Chhatra League in sadar
thana today. reports UNB.

Altaf Hossain, 50, was killed
as an armed group opened fire
while attacking the house of
former BCL leader Moniruzza-
man at Badalpara, about 10-Kmn
off the town, at about 8 am.

Police said the attackers
ringed Moniruzzaman's house
nnﬁl opened fire indiscrimi-
nately, leaving Altal Hossain
dead.

Some 26 people were injured
in the mtac’f\' and 11 of them
were admitted to Pabna General
Hospital.

Later, three critically in-
jured — Sheuli, 18, Amir Hos-
sain, 30, and Masud, 25, — were
shifted to Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital with bullet
wounds.

Police arrested one person in
this connection. A case was
filed,

Next FF-people
grand rally 1n
Ctg on May 13

The next grand rally of the
freedom fighters and people
(Muktijoddha-Janata) will be
held in Chittagong on May 13.
reports BSS. : ,

Convenor of the Sammilito
Muktijoddha Front (SMF) and
Political Adviser to the Prime
Minister Dr S A Malek an-
nounced it at a review meeting
on the post-Muktijoddha-
Janata grand rally in the city.

"As part of our movement (o
resist the razakars and enemies
of democracy through reuniting
the freedom fighters under a
single banner, we have decided
to hold the grand rally of the
freedom fighters and people in
Chittagong on May 13," he said.

Dr Malek, who presided over
the meeting, said in the first
phase the grand rally of the
freedom fighters and the people
will be held in all divisional
headquarters and then in the
districts and upazilas.

The aim of holding such
grand rallies and meeting is to
reunite the freedom fighters to
foil the nefarious designs of the
razakars an enemies of democ-
racy, he said.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by SMF steering coms-
mittee members Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed, Ma-
habubuddin Birbikram and
Major (Rtd) Ziauddin Ahmed.

Principal accused
in Jalal Murder

Case sent to jail

By Court Correspondent

The Fifth Additional Met-
ropolitan Sessions Judge's
Court, Dhaka yesterday sent
Ziaul Ahsan, the principal ac-
cused in Jalal Ahmed Shafi
Murder Case to Dhaka Central
Jail.

Ahsan surrendered to the
Metropolitan Sessions Court as
per directives of the High Court
with a prayer for bail. The court
rejected bail prayer and sent
him to the jail.

The next date for hearing
was fixed on May 16.

Ahsan was granted an ad-in-
terim bail from the High Court
Division of the Supreme Court
on September 12 last year for 14
weeks. The HC cancelled Ah-
san's bail on February 27 on the
basis of a petition filed by the
prosecution lawyers and asked
him to appear in the lower court
within 15 days.

Since then Ahsan absented
himself from the court three
times on grounds that he had
been suffering detachment of
the retina and mental depres-
sion for long time.

Ahsan went to the court yes-
terday after his two sureties
were asked to produce him in
the court at the earliest.

The decomposed body of
Jalal, a DB Informer, was re-
covered from the roof-top water
tank of DB office at Minto Road
on March 25 last year.

The CID investigated the
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which is involved in grabbing

Arrested 3 on remand

Forced occupation of house in city
By Staff Correspondent

The three persons, arrested
during a raid at a house Kalaba-
gan in the city on Wednesday,
were produced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's court
yesterday.

The three - Shahidul Islam
allas Babu, Mohiuddin alias
Pintu and Syed Mahmud,
were placed on three days’ re-
mand, police said.

Police said no specific
charge was brought against
them but admitted that they
were arrested on the basis of a
written complaint by one Sha-

jahan Begum. Police said they

would decide whether to accept
the complaint as an FIR or a
General Diary after investiga-
tion.

Shajahan Begum is the sis-
ter of the owner of the house
from where they were arrested
In the complaint, she alleged
that a gang of terrorists tried to
grab their seven storied build-
ing.

Police said the arrested per-
sons are members of a notori-
ang called Emon Group
killing and

land, extortion,

other criminal activities in the
city.

Talking to this correspon-

dent, some residents of the area
also alleged that the gang used
to operate under the command
of Sadik Abdullah, son of Chief
Whip Abul Hasnat Abdullah,

Permaission for

pvt radio station
soon: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina yesterday said the gov-
ernment would give permission
for private radio station soon
alongside the operation of in-
dependent television with satel-
lite facilities for the electronic

media, reports UNB.
"We must ensure that media

activities serve larger interesl
of the people and the nation as
well, she said while reviewing
the activities of different
partments under the Ministry
of Information at
tariat,

de-

the Secre-

GMG back
In business

By Special Correspondent

GMG Airlines is back in

business after one of its De

Havilland Dash-8 aircraft
made a suspected heavy landing

at Zia International Airport on
April 10.

GMG sources said that the
aircraft had its landing gear-
ring fixed and its Black Box re-
turned by the Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh fol-
lowing which the aircraft was

airborne again from April 19.

The Black Box was seized by
the CAAB following the inci-
dent. It was taken to Singapore
by a member of the CAAB inves-

| tigal ing team.

Shahab Sattar, Managing

| Director of the GMG airlines
' told the Star that the Black Box

was not damaged as claimed by
the CAAB.

He said the Flight Data
Recorder or Black Box was cer-
tified after every 4000 hours of
its flying by the manufacturer.
There was nothing wrong with
it. There was no recording on
certain portions, which was not
uncommon. ‘But it cannot be
described as damaged’, he
added.

BB circular to
keep banks
open in Ctg

port Saturday

Star Report

The Bangladesh Bank yes-
terday issued a circular to all
the banks in the Chittagong
Port to keep their businesses

open on Saturday, banking
sources said.
According to the circular,

| the banks in the port will also

case and chargesheeted five |

people for the killing. Of the ac-
cused Abdul Malek is still ab-
sconding. The victim's son Ab-
bas Uddin filed the case.

The remaining three now in
custody — havildar Billal Hos-
saln, constable Abdur Rauf and
canteen manager Anwar Hos-
sain — were produced before the
court yesterday at about 11 am.

remain open on Friday in case
of general strike on any previ-
ous working day of the week to
make up for the loss.

It was decided in the wake of
repeated pleas from the busi-
ness community who continued
to suffer due to unrest and
strikes at the port, one business
leader said.

He sald country's exports
and imports are facing severe
problems due to crisis in the

| port,
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and were involved in m‘cupylnF
the ground floor and the sixth
floor of the house from where
they were arrested.

Sadik Abdullah denfed the
charges and said that he would
vacate the house soon. He also
blamed a section of newspaper
for publishing 'false’ reports.

Shahanara Begum, mother
of Sadik Abdullah, told this
correspondent that a section of
newspapers printed ‘fictitious’
statement of her husband Abul
Hasnat Abdullah. She said her
husband did not speak to jour-
nalists.

Abul Hasnat Abdullah has
left the country on April 24 to
attend a programme of the In-
ternational Parliamentary
Union. He is scheduled to return
on May 12, she added.

Take care of
Karwan Bazar

roads, pavements

[Leaders of different
associations urge

By Staff Correspondent

Different organisations in
Karwan Bazar area have ap-
pealed to the authorities to take
measures to repair the roads in
the area and also to remove en-
croachment from footpaths.

The leaders of Truck Owners’
Association, Truck Drivers
Union, Bangladesh Shopkeeper
Hawkers' Association and
Bangladesh Rickshawvan
Drivers' Association were
talking at an informal meeting
convened by The Daily Star on
its premises yesterday

The leaders blamed the di-
lapidated condition of the Kar-
wan Bazar roads, encroach-
ment and indifference of the
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
for the 'chaotic situation’ of the
area

President of the Truck
Drivers’ Union, Roy Ramesh
Chandra said although Karwan
Bazar vegetable market caters

Students dance at the nobin boron programme, meant to greet freshers, of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal on Dhaka University campus yesterday.

—Star photo
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Japan ready_ as ever to
respond to aid call

—m

Yutaka Yokoi tells The Daily Star

Japan will continue to re-
spond to the international
community's call for aid de-
spite growing pressure from its
taxpavers.

Yutaka Yokoi, Director,
Loan Aid Division, Economic
Cooperation Bureau of Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan,
said being the largest ODA

. donor Japan shoulders the re-

for about ten million people of |

the city, the authorities have
not bothered to build a parking
lot for 300 to 400 trucks arriv-
ing there everyday.

He said measures must be
taken to make a one-way road
so that the trucks may come
from one side and leave from
the other. He said parks which
have been illegally occupied
should be converted into truck
terminals to make room for
this big volume of traftic.

Christopher Gomez, Presi-
dent of Truck Owners' Associa-
tion said that while the author-
ities allowed garment factories
to grow along the VIP roads, the
police do not allow trucks to
stop there. "The garment facto-
ries must have their merchan-
dise loaded and unloaded but
the police do not allow," he
said.

The meeting was chaired by
the Editor of The Daily Star,
Mahfuz Anam.

7 Bangladeshis
die from carbon
monoxide
poisoning in UAE

AJMAN, United Arab Emi-
rates, Apr 27: Seven Bang-
ladeshi men, including a father
and his three sons, have been
found dead from suspected
carbon monoxide poisoning,
newspapers reported today,
says AFP.

Police said it was likely the
men inhaled carbon monoxide
from a generator they were us-
ing during a power cut in their
two-bedroom flat in Ajman, in
the north of the United Arab
Emirates, and died in their
sleep Wednesday, the Gulf News
said.

APAC threatens
to halt activities
at Ctg port

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Apr 27: Sup-
porters of All-Party Action
Council (APAC) laid a slege to
Chittagong port this alternoon
tlmnandlnﬁ withdrawal of gov-
ernment decision to take Tk
150 crore from the port fund.

They also submitted a mem-
orandum to the port authority
during the siege programme at
4:30 P

Before the siege programime,
a rally was held near port con-
necting road which was chaired
by convener of APAC and presi-
dent of city BNP Mir Md Nasir
Uddin.

APAC leaders, however,
threatened to halt all activities
at Chittagong port and the city
if the decision was not with-
drawn by May 10.

Meanwhile, 22 trade unions
called a 24-hour strike at Chit-
tagong port on May 10 demand-
ing withdrawal of the decision.

The pgovernment recently
asked the Chitta unﬁ{ yort au-
thority to give Tk 150 crore
from its fund. But the decision
triggered labour and political

unrest at the port.

. sponsibility of contributing to

sustainable social and eco-
nomic progress.

Japan is facing economic
difficulties and there have been
major changes in the domestic
and international environment
so lar as aid disbursement is
concerned, said Yokoi in an in-
terview with the Daily Star.

Japan which Is the larcFesl
bilateral donor to Bangladesh
has prepared for the first time a
Country Aid Plan “for
Bangladesh, stimulating a
comprehensive Japanese Over-
seas Development Assistance
policy for five years.

“We are facing enormous
pressure from our taxpayers.
Our economic situation is not
what it used to be. And we are
facing big financial problem.”

He said 70 per cent Japanese
supported providing ODA to its
developing partner. “"But the
hardcore people are opposing it
and their number is increasing.
But we still feel ODA is needed
for developing countries.”

Yokoi led a 10-member dele-
gation that arrived in the city
on April 24 for a two-day bilat-
eral yen loan consultation
meeting with Bangladesh. The
delegation left for Tokyo yes-

. terday.

He also explained the Coun-
try Aid Plan prepared [or
Bangladesh. Under the new
CAP, Bangladesh and Japan
will discuss the necessity of the
aid for a project. Japan will de-
cide the size of the project and
the timelrame for completion
of the project.

By M. Shamsur Rahman

Yokoi said the ODA will be
given in phases, depending on
the implementation of the pre-
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Yutaka Yokoi

vious phase to be monitored by
Japan Bank for International
Cooperation (JABIC).

The CAP, formulated this
year for Bangladesh, Vietnam,
Thailand, Philippines, Egypt.
Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania and
Peru, is meant to enhance effec-
tiveness and transparency.

Yokoi said Bangladesh is
considered very important as it
is the spokesman for the least
developed countries (LDCs), and
since Tokyo is making strenu-
ous efforts to reinforce ties with
the South Asian countries.

“Strengthening relations
with Bangladesh will con-
tribute to Japan's relations
with the LDCs and also to polit-
ical stability throughout South
Asia. In extending economic
cooperation, Japan has taken
into account the enormous de-
mands placed on it by
Bangladesh and its capacity to
service those debts.

He said democratisation in

Bangladesh has been estab-
lished since 1991 and economic
structural reforms are in place.

The director of Loan Aid Di-

vision said democratisation is

strong in Bangladesh but local
politics remains the weakest
point.

"l learned that a general
strike is being called. It takes
severe toll on the economy. You
have a parliament which
should be made more effective. |
personally like to see the par-
liamentary system in action.”

Asked to comment on the is-

sue of corruption in govern-
ment that was raised during the
Paris Consortium meet, he said
it is a poison for the people of
the country.

People will lose faith in the
government if corruption can
not be dealt with, Yokoi said.
This very poison will act as a
detriment to future ODA of a de-
veloping country.

However, he said corruption
can be reduced by enhancing

" salary of low paid government

officials.

Yokoi said poverty allevia-
tion will get top priority in get-
ting Japanese aid, which was
also emphasised during the
Paris meeting recently.

He said the seven per cent
growth rate target envisaged by
the Bangladesh government is
the key to poverty alleviation.
The economic growth led by the
industry and energy sector is
mostly desired.

Yokol said other major de-
velopment issues are develop-
ment of agriculture since it will
be the most important industry.

Rural development, im-
provement of productivity, ba-
sic infrastructure for invest-
ment and export promotion,
and disaster management will

also be on the list of priority ar- |

eas of Japanese economic coop-
eration.

He. however, said that im-"

See page 11 col 8

Civil society should

play vital role to

rejuvenate SAARC

CPD dialogue told

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a dialogue said
that the civil soclety should
play a leading role towards re-
activating and enhancing eco-
momic co-operation in %nuth
Asla and rejuvenating SAARC
for greater prosperity and de-
velopment in the region.
~ The dialogue on South Asia
2010: Challenges and Opportu-
nities was organised by the Cen-
tre for Policy Dialogue at its
conference room yesterday.
CPD Chairman Professor
Rehman Sobhan was the mod-
eralor.

Regional co-operation
should be advocated in the in-
terest of small states like
Bangladesh, the speakers felt.
Some of them called for making
maximum use of Bangladesh
port facilities to facilitate the
trade of landlocked countries
like Bhutan and Nepal.

Former Foreign Secretary
and Co-Convenor of Coalition
for Action on South Asia Co-
operation (CASAC) Farook
Sobhan presented the keynote
paper.

Since there was no alterna-
tive to regional co-operation for
maximising trade and business
in South Asja, all states should
divert thelr attention and ef-
forts to deriving benefit from
the greatest amount of regional
co-operation, Sobhan said.

“The Imperative for regional
co-operation has Increased in
view of globalisation,” he said.

The dialogue was based on
the outcome of a major regional
conference, convened by the
Coalition for Action on South
Asla Cooperation (CASC) which
was held in Kathmandu from
December 1 to 3 last year.

State Minister for Forel
Affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Foreign Secretary Shafi Samd,
former foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman, azi Zafrullah,
Hemayet Uddin and Laila Rah-
man bir were among these
who attended.

Speakers said that interac-
tion, particularly at people-to-
people level, needs to g: intensi-
fied through networking ar-
rangement at the non-govern-
ment level.

Speakers also underscored
the role of Bangladesh to bring

about a political understanding

between SAARC countries, es-
pecially two estranged big
neighbours,

rof Rehman Sobhan said
Bangladesh should “liberate”
Nepal and Bhutan from their
landlocked condition.
Bangladesh interests would be
served best by giving access to
the landlocked states to the Bay
of Bengal, he said.

Crimes on the rise

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 360 cases against
2044 people were filed under the
Public Safety Act (PSA) over the
last 70 days across the country,
half of which were in Dhaka
city, police said,

Of these, 171 cases against
566 people were filed in the
Dhaka Metropolitan police
area alone. Police arrested only
199 people in the city.

According to records, the
number of cases under PSA and
other legal provisions increased
dramatically. Forty-five cases
were registered with the DMP
during the month of February,
58 in March while 68 cases were
filed until April 25.

Twenty-four cases of mur-
der, 11 of robbery and 41 of
mugging were filed in April.
Twenty-six cases of murder, 40
of robbery and 18 of mu iu§
were filed in February while 2
cases of murder, 22 of robbery
and 41 of mugging were filed in
March.

The statistics were given
during a press briefing at the
police headquarters yesterday

nmrnlnf,. Assistant inspector
enera (AIG) of )olice
Confidential) Mahmud Shaja-

han, AIG (operations) Sanaul
Huq and AIG Kamrul Ahsan
were present at the briefing.

The briefing was organised
to inform newsmen of the suc-
cess of block raid, which began
on April 24,

The officials said 275 people
were arrested from April 24 to
26 from four zones in the DMP.
Sixteen platoon of BDR, 16 pla-
toon of police and eight platoon
of armed forces were involved

in the operation.

During the period of raid,
5613 bottles of phensidyle, 300
Fram of heroin and 63 cans of
ocal liquor were recovered.

The officials, In reply to a
question, said tth will con-
tinue the raid until the situa-
tion fmproves. An additional
deputy commissioner Is over-
seeing the raid, they said.

The officials said the block
raid aims to curb the rising in-
cidents of crime.

Asked when they will start
cleansing drive against the cor-
rupt personnel in the police,
they said it has always been
there: whenever there is allega-
tion against someone, action is
taken,

Plan to procure
APCs for police

By Mizan Al

The government is l:lanumg
to strengthen the riot handling
capacity of the police depart-
ment by procurinhg four Ar-
moured Personnel Carriers
(APCs), highly placed sources
sald,

The APCs would be pur-
chased shortly at a cost of TK
2.8 crore , according to official
sources. Each of these carriers
would cost the government
about Tk 70 lakh.

The APCs may be imported
either from Turkey or Russia,
sources sald, adding that neces-
sary study in this regard has al-
ready been conducted and the

See page 11 col 3
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Keep eye on environment while
conducting exploration

Sajeda asks foreign oil cos

Environment and Forest
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury asked the foreign oil com-
panies yesterday to keep an eye
on environment while conduct-
ing exploration and commer-
clally producing gas, reports
UNB. -

"We expect oil and gas explo-
ration companies will take into
account the sensitivities of our
coastal ecosystem,” she said at a
workshop on "Impact of Oil and
Gas Exploration on Coastal and
Marine Ecosystem in
Bangladesh.”

National Conservation
Strategy Implementation Pro-
ject (NCSIP) of Ministry of En-
vironment and Forest and
IUCN-Bangladesh jointly or-

anised the workshop at the
ARC auditorium.

The workshop, split into five
sessions, focused on environ-
mental damages caused by oil
and gas exploration work and
emphasised that proper Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) be carried out by skilled
professionals before implemen-
tation of any project to min-
imise impact of offshore and
onshore exploration activities.

Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) has been made
compulsory for every project by
law, Sajeda said and hoped that

foreign oil companies would .

follow proper EIA codes for oil
and gas exploration.

Narrating natural gas as the
country's future respurce base,
she sald it must be used without
any harm to ecological balance.

‘Sajeda iterated the govern-

ment's full commitment to
safeguarding environment and
said the government wants to
integrate economic develop-
ment with environmental pro-
tection to ensure a sustainable
growth and balanced use of re-
sources. '

She referred to recent steps
taken by the government, in-
cluding passage of environmen-
tal court act, amendment to
1995 environmental conserva-
tion act and updating 1927 for-
est act with special focus on so-
cial forestry.

Environment and Forest
Secretary Syed Marghub Mur-
shed chaired the inaugural ses-
sion while Charge d'Affaires of
Norwegian Embassy in Dhaka
Erik Berg, IUCN country repre-
sentative Dr Ainun Nishat and
NCSIP programme coordinator
Munjurul Hannan Khan also

spoke.
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Praver Timings

April 28 |
B | _Azan Jamaat |
. Fajr . 4-45 5.15 |
Juma | 1230 | 130 |
Asr | 500 4 515
Maghrib | 625 | 6-30 |
Esha { BO0 4830 34

Source: Islamic Foundation ‘
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