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Two-stroke engine vehicles

Govt

prefers conversion

Con(;em at alarming rise

e ——.

In revenue expenditure

\
\ . ._
' to Imposing ban Star Repori
The country's leadin A
economists suggested fsierdaf: Kibria at a meeting with the

The government will en-
courage conversion of two-
stroke engine vehicles into
CNG-run ones instead of a ban
in the next budget, said Finance
Minister S A M S. Kibria yes-
terday.

He also said the financial
institutions should tag the
condition of setting up a waste
treatmment plant before giving
loans to any industrial project
to curb the country's environ-
mental degradation.

Kibria was speaking at a
roundtable on “Eco-friendly
Budget™ where academics and
NGO activists urged him to ad-
dress the environmental issues

By Staff Correspondent

take measures in the next bud-
get to discourage import of anti-
environment appliances and
vehicles like air-coolers,
aerosol, refrigerator that uses
CFC gas and two-stroke three
wheelers.

However, Kibria sald poli-
cles and laws won't do any good
for environment. "The major
problem Is the enforcement ol
the law.” He invited practical
suggestions for an eflective en-
forcement of law, but added
that social pressure will be
more effective than enacting
law.

“How will you
whether an engine |is

determine
{Wo-

three wheelers, He said only
one company in a particular
country manufactures these
anti-environment vehicles.
“The restriction would work as
a discouragement for that
company as Bangladesh is the
major importer of the
vehicles.”

He suggested development of
a river route around Dhaka to
reduce pressure on road trans-
port in the capital and said It
will cost only Tk 400 crore.

Atiur Rahman, senior re-
search fellow at BIDS, suggested
that import duty on two-stroke
three wheelers be increased
from 100 per cent to 300 per
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that the government Cep rey-
enue expenditure at a reason-
able level and stop borrowing
heavily from the banks,

They expressed concern over
the alarming increase in rey-
enue expenditure at a meeting of
the Finance Ministry’'s Macro
Economic Advisory Council,
held at the ministry, The four-
hour long meeting discussed the
measures 1o be incorporated
into the next budget,

The economists also saicd
that the plan to increase fer-
tiliser and fuel prices will be a
wrong decision. Instead, they
suggested to lower the prices.,

Finance Minister S A M S

Economic Reporters” Forum
had earlier hinted that gov-
ernment might inerease fuel
and fertiliser prices.

Kibria told the meeting that
there was no reason to be con-
cerned about the government
expenditure and borrowing as
the inflation was kept at a rea-
sonable level, meeting sources
sald.

He said the next budget will
mainly aim to attract more pri-
vate investment, especially in
the manufacturing sector and
there will be special incentives
for the sector.

The meeting also agreed to
lve special attention on In-
ormation technology, agricul-
ture and agro-processing Indus-

_ ' tries in the next budget.

in the next budget and take stroke or four-stroke and who ‘:‘:‘“1- i“-“lllf‘r'l‘“" *‘U';‘;"'Iw_r *“fl‘il" i J ‘.1’”* \ - MY ABSU formed Leadin ecanmnlgts Rehman

steps to check the onslaught on  will do it? ... There is a lack of L O A T 8 z ‘ SELRTRALEY / Sobhan, Wahiduddin Mahmud

environmental. enforcement of law. mandatory and Import of R I!: 14" f\‘._\“t‘\,‘ 1o gea]' Up and Binayak Sen, and finance
The finance minister said diesel without Diesel Particular Wy WS el a8 VLR AR

Poribesh Rokkha Shapath,
Bangladesh Institute of Devel-
opment Studies, Coalition of
Environmental NGOs,
Bangladesh Centre for Ad-
vanced Studies and daily Pro-
thom Alo organised the
roundtable at the BIDS confer-
ence room.

The minister also said the
government is mulling over
setting up a big industrial waste
treatment plant in the citys
Hajaribagh area where most of
the tanneries are. Earlier, the
government tried to shift the
tanneries from that area but
the moves failed in the face ol
opposition.

Most speakers urged the
minister to tighten laws and

fmposing heavy duty on or
banning two-stroke three
wheelers would not arrest the
degradation since there always
remains the possibility of
smuggling in the vehicles
which are very popular here.

A ban on two-stroke engine
may trigger off a movement, he
said

Kibria said the government
is serious about the environ-
ment issue and will encourage
conversion of motor vehicles

into CNG (Compressed Natural
Gas) ones.

Former finance minister A
M A. Muhit, who presided over
the roundtable, emphasised
ban on import of two-stroke

New bench to be formed |

to hear Sharif's appeal

KARACHI. Apr 26: A new
panel of judges will be consti-
tuted to hear ousted Pakistani

the incoming provincial chief
justice will nominate a new

panel to hear the appeals, Khan |

Filter banned,

Speakers also recommended
greater investment in agricul-
ture research and development,
especially on non-cereal crops
such as Iruits, vegetables,
pulses, oil seeds and spices:; in-
creased funding lor awareness
building and sensitisation on
use of agro-chemicals, and pric-
ing policy for use ol under-
ground water lor irrigation

Director general of BIDS
Abu Abdullah, professor of Ja-
hangirnagar University Syed
Abdul Hye, research director of
BIDS Quazi Shahabuddin, Mo-
hammad Alauddin of Univer-
sitv of Queensland and M
Asaduzzaman ol BIDS also
spoke at the roundtable.

Baffled residents try to figure out the damage after a blaze reduced about 50 tin-roof
houses to rubble in the city’s Jurain yesterday:.

— Star photo

tfoiled by
police threats

From Our Correspondent

Wdrkshop In city from May 12

'BNP's bid to give a

'clear view' of vital
issues to activists

By Staff Correspondent

The city BNP will organise a
political workshop on May 12-
13 with the objective of giving
the lield level leaders a clear

uation In the context of the
changing world order.

During the two-day work-
shop, some top BNP leaders and
eminent educationists will give

ness of BNP in the changing
world order.

Talking to The Daily Star,
city BNP General Secretary Ab-

about BNP's politics, its ideals
and programmes. "Now the
party leaders, especially those
working at the field level, need
to be conversant with the latest

Extortion

Arrested cops
- produced in

court, remanded
By Staff Correspondent

A Sub-inspector of City Spe-
cial Branch and a xursprmff*rl
Naik police arrested on Tues-
day, were produced before the
CMM's Court yesterday and the
court placed them on one-day
police remand.

The two — Sl Fattah and
Naik Tota Mian — were rescued
by Motijheel police from a mob

They allegedly took away
2400 US dollars from one To-
barrak Hossain Khasru on
April 20.

Police said they were look-
ing for two other sub-inspectors

anti-govt
movement

An 'All-Party Students Uni-
ty' (APSU) was launched yester-
day to intensity the ongoing
anti-government movement of
the Four-party Alliance, re-
ports UNB.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) vice-president Monwar
Hossain Rana, announced the
formation of the new students
alllance at a press conference at
the Jatiya Press Club in the
morning.

A 15-point demand of the
newly-floated alliance was also
announced at the press confer-
CIlCC.

The eight student bodies are:
JCD, Jatiya Chhatra Samaj,
Islami Chhatra Shibir., Islami

Ganotantric Chhatra League,
and Islami Chhatra Samaj.

As its first programumie, the
APSU will hold a grand rally at
Paltan Maidan on May 9 de-

secretary Dr Akbar Ali Khan
were present , among others, at
the meeting.

CIH virus

Computer systems
in Bangladesh
partially affected

The CIH virus partially af-
fected computer systems in
Bangladesh yesterday, reports
UNB.

"We received more than 100
telephone calls informing that
their computer systems were
damaged by the virus,”
Bangladesh Computer Council
(BCC) executive director Dr Ab-
dus Sobhan said.

He, however, said the num-

tacted them. "We also request
others affected who didn't in-
form us about the matter.”
The BCC had opened a CIH
help desk to make Eenple aware
e

| , vt e R sald. : . 0&. The | a series of le : . partv e < aior issues _ : et TR about averting t invadin
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conviction, following a reshuf-
fle in the superior judiciary, of-
ficials said today, reports AFP.
"Obviously a new bench will
be constituted to hear the ap-
peal of Nawaz Sharif and the
one filed by us demanding the
death sentence for him,” said
public prosecutor lllyas Khan.
Sharif, deposed in a military
coup in October, was convicted
by an anti-terrorism court here
on April 6 of hijacking and ter-

the bench will delay the hearing |
of the appeals” which is sched- |

uled to start May 2, the prosecu-
tor said

Sharif's lawyer Azizullah
Sheikh offered no comment on
the reshuffle, saying only: "Wait
and see. Be patient like us.”

Sharif was convicted on
charges that he attempted to
prevent a commercial plane
carrying army chief General
Pervez Musharraf and 198 pas-
sengers from landing at

150 students seeking admission
into first year Honours class in
Rajshahi Government College
conld not begin this morning in
the face of police threats.

The students alleged that
they were selected through ad-
mission tests but the ('nlle%e au-
thorities postponed the admis-
sion process halfway when
some student organisations
demanded at least 10 per cent
quota for them.

The date for admission ex-

Bangladeshi nationalism, rela-
tions among political parties,
changing world order, science
and technological advancement
and economic development,.

There will also be a total of
seven theoretical classes on
specific topics, besides discus-
sions on organisational mat-
ters.

Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament Prol AQM
Badrudozza Chowdhury will

plain those to party activists
and motivate people,” he added.
Salam said some 200 leaders
of the city, thana apd ward
committees of the party will
participate in the two - day
workshop. Classes will begin at
10 am and continue till S5pm.
Registration forins will be
given from May 1 and each par-
ticipant will have to pay Tk 200
as registration fec. The partici-

pants will be given certificate,

and the other is yet to be identi-
fied.

When Tota Mian was being
taken to a police van on way to
the court, he told reporters he
went there to purchase clothes
for his kids. He was taking tea
and was suddenly attacked by a
mob.

Fattah said he was going by a
rickshaw when he met Tota, a
former colleague, and he
stopped to talk to himn. But a

arrested student leaders, in-
cluding JCD president Habib-
un-Nabi Sohel and general sec-
retary Nasiruddin Ahmed
Pintu.

The next programme will be
declayed from the rally.

or'westers hit
dists, over 1000
houses damaged

date April 26. Dr Sobhan said
there was no report to PC dam-
age from any organisation of
corporate house. : -
"We do believe the some 100
computers hit by the CIH or
Chemobyl virus are of personal
use. When our officials asked
why they didn't take prepara-
tions, they said they simply ig-
nored the warnings.”

He said most of the reported
CIH attacks were from capital
Dhaka. "However, there were

rorism and sentenced to life | . deliver lectures on three topics he said. mob attacked him. '
- e S Karachi on the day of the Octo- ired Feh 07 L A b2 ; e : : B . i 0 also report from several dis-
imprisonment. - pired on rebruary - — The historical background of Video records on Shaheed Motijheel police said Tota Nor'west lashed tl dis- tricts, including Chitt -
- - ber 12 coup C Y . : . . _ i = | , Nor'westers lashed three dis » A1 ng agong.
A new bench will be consti- The plane c SR uEE About 900 seats are lying va- | founding of BNP, Bangladeshi President Ziaur Rahman's life | Mian confessed his involve- | ( icts of the countrv vesterday. The CIH cyber menace had a
tuted because one of the two 1€ planc carryiig MUustar- | cant in 19 departments of the | Nationalism and Ziaur Rah- and work will he screened at the | ment in taking away the dollars P :

judges of the previous bench of

raf,
hours earlier, landed only after

whom Sharif had sacked |

college for the current session,

man's strategy towards politi-

workshop.

and Fattah accompanied him.

causing extensive damage to
standing crops and damaging

massive attack on computer

systems across the globe on

F t t d ’ th conception on various vital is- dus Salam said majority of the | ' ARt P s Pal g Chhatra Majlish. Chhatra ber of affected PCs would not be |
| ‘ﬂS -UNnto-aca sues including the country's so- party's field level leaders and ‘iil_?ﬁd al faraugipatian auger ! LeagueslSSuany Progotishil  so high as they think owners of i
cio-economic and political sit- activists are not well informed ey Jatiyvatabadi Chhatra Dal, all the damaged computers con- |

the provincial Sindh High NATE _ - | college sources said. National | cal parties. Besides, Salam said, there SB sources said they are in- | puge kutcha houses, reports April 26, last year. This time |
~ AL | the army took control of | yniversity is not giving per- 3NP. Secre e , e 3 1 N A ot L ge : S, rep " A |
Court, Abdul Hameed Dogar, el nbenbt - Miel Af niversity 1S not givil g per Bl ecretary General Ab- will be audio and video record- xesu[f{dlmg the incident and a UNB. the damage was not so high fol- |
has been elevated to the _af“_(i AS a‘f!’”"_ i us ‘j”t“h mission for admission as it had | dul Mannan Bhuiyan will give a ing of the theoretical classes case has been filed. At least 500 houses were lowing precautionary mea- |
Supreme Court, the prosecutor g?ll.;trff R e R SHA L PR b already extended the last date | lecture on the reality of malice and steps will be taken to pub- damaged as nor'westers hit sures, in Bangladesh on TV, ra-

said. H- for admission twice for the and relations among the politi- lish the lectures as booklets and Shariatpur district yesterday dio and newspapers. |

Complaint against
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In the reshuffle late Tuesday, _TI{{’ Ef‘,”i“t”r“[r_is“f court ac- | College. cal parties in the country. distribute those across the moniing. The BCC requested all if |
the government also appointed E:u“:11?iﬁéﬁ;dPSLI:(riﬁ‘lH;r!flmltlltlel: The students held the college Party stalwart and former country. 5 m”“SterS At least 30 people were in- anyone's computer was attacked j
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judge Syed Saeed Ashhad as it pe bn% T g e 7 authorities responsible for the finance minister M Saifur The newly formed city : jured when a passenger bus, hit by the virus to contact its help

new chief justice of the Sindh
High Court in place of Deedar
Hussain Shah, who has been
moved to the Supreme Court.

custody in connection with cor-
ruplion cases

lailure.

Govt employees

Rahman will speak on eco-
nomic development during BNP
rule.

Former vice chancellor of

committee has decided to hold

such workshops in every two to

three months, he mentioned.
“We are getting a very posi-

embarrasses

by the storm, fell into a road-
side ditch at Kotapara on
Shariatpur-Mawa road.

desk (phone 8614224 /8613773)
which will remain open till 10
pm today.

It also requested the affected

11 Five of the injured, identi-
After taking oath on Friday, RaJ.w'murder d - " d 3() C DA Dhaka University Prof M tive response from our party pOIlce | tied as Ali Akba]r. 42. Babul PC users to contact their suppli-
: : Nal]nljs death ciman p Maniruzzaman ; Mian = will  Jeaders and activists about the Police authorities ‘felt em- | Sardar, 30, Abdur Rab Sadar, ers or repairing houses to re- !
One kllled as I*lval Bangladesh Government 5Pf‘<"‘k on the U'P?”” I‘“U'_ workshop. Hundreds of our barrassed' with the first ever- | 30, Mozu Sardar, 30 and Bimol store operation of their com- |
t Employees Solidarity Council | Eramine of BNP, Profl field level leaders have alread) formal complaint against five | Chandra, 25, were admitied to  puter systems at the earliest
SCI CINCC Jashimuddin Ahmed will =

groups clash
in Gaibandha

commuted

(BGESC) yesterday demanded 30
per cent dearness allowance,
reports BSS.

The BGESC said the purchas-

give a
lecture on possible political de-
velopments with the advance-
ment ol science and technology

expressed their eagerness to
participate in the workshop.
but we have decided to allow
only 200 leaders to take part in

miinisters by a lawyer who al-
leged that the ministers ter-
rorised the judges by bringing

See page 11 col 8

possible time.
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groups of people at village f(ence on Nalini. prime accused | P€T cent ‘h“'_m’ ‘]‘”‘_"””1‘“"”‘ of Supreme Court filed the com- |
Vaduria in Palashbari thana jj the Rajiv Gandhi assassina- rflk.ii In several times from ] ® plaint with Motijheel police COMPUTER EDUCATION aﬂﬂ
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The dead was identified as
Tuhin, 18, son of Aynal Hugq.

Witnesses said supporters of
one Mannan opened fire on
their rivals, led by Aynal, as
they prevented Mannan's men
from harvesting paddy on a
disputed land at 7 am, leaving
Tuhin dead on the spot.

: . \ tion grade, medical and trans- NEW DELHI. Apr 26: India's Musharrafl's coup ousting Prime s ~ e 3 )
Injured Mithu and Dipti gan, Perarivalan and ( hinna lon gré 2 ! - _"l r 26 I“_ li M 3t NawW l Shari Pak Jacie of the matter it will en-
; adiniited R Med &ant} port allowances. foreign minister said today that iister Nawaz oSharil, Pak- coilrage everv body to 0o to BDo-
WELE AGOUIEA 10 RATIEPUT . SR Istan had enhanced its spon- & , 5 i

cal College Hospital in critical
condition.

yesterday, was communicated
to Nalini in the Vellore prison,
prison superintendent Bal-
achandra told PTL

When contacted from Chen-
nai, Balachandra said the gov-
ernor had allowed Nalini's
mercy petition, but had rejected
the clemency pleas of the other
three death row convicts, Muru-

These orders were also
communicated to the three con-

emergency meeting at BGESC
Segunbagicha office with its
president Syed Ataur Rahman
in the chair.

The BGESC also demanded
of the government for immedi-
ate implementation of their 15-
point demand including in-
creasing TA and DA, pension
gratuity and introducing selec-

BGESC Secretary General
Mohammad Shahabuddin, cen-
tral leaders AKM Mahabubul

‘talks about talks’

the government would consider
holding "talks about talks" with
Pakistan in order to avoid in-

with Pakistan

sorship and support of "cross-
border terrorism” in Kashmir

"We will have to verify first
whether a stick procession is a
violation of law as street pro-
cession or torch procession is
part of the country's political
culture," DMP Commissioner
Matiur Rahman told the news
agency yesterday.

If such complaint is accepted
without examining the prima

lice station to file case against
any procession or agitation,

We change lives

0% &eq B@ (IS

Scifers
7 BOT

IEEEES|
©2 &S : 9 O ol

CIAZRlT]

Police have been deployed in victs by the Jail authorities | . ‘ , £ = B e, . and elsewhere other police officials said. —or ogTFEE e ey = "?I‘;ﬁ?l" Wf £
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Hitler's skull
A fragment of Adolf Hitler'= skull on display at the
exhibition “The Agony of the Third Reich: Retribution”
at the Exhibition Hall of Federal Archives in Moscow.

The exhibition that

opened yesterday has

been

sponsored by several archive agencies of Russia with the
participation of the Russian Federal Security Service,
the Defence Ministry and the Foreign Ministry.

— AFP photo
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Hakim Mian, Mizanur Rahman

CU teachers to

on Apr 29

From Our Correspondent

C HITTAGONG, Apr 26: Chit-
tagong University (CU) aunthor-
ity has arranged a meeting with
teachers on the university situ-
ation on April 29

The meeting will be held at
gallery no. 1 of Science Faculty
Building at 12 noon. It will be
addressed by vice chancellor
and pro-vice chancellor.

The VC and Pro-VC of the
university are allegedly locked
in a conflict over the stalemale,

Three buses carrying teach-

Chittagong llnlvnrsllf.f Club In
the city at 11 am on the day, All

the teachers have been re.

)
/

'

ers will depart from in front of

quested to attended the meeting.

Jaswant Singh's comments,

Atal Behari Vajpayee had told
Parllament that India would
not resume official peace talks

create an atmosphere which
would not aggravate the situa-
tion," Singh said. "We don't shut
any doors..."

Pakistan's military ruler,
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has
said he is willing to talk to In-
dia anytime and anywhere,

Responding to Musharrafl's
offer, Singh told Parliament,
"'We aren't interested in what
they say, but what they do."

Singh said the right climate
must be created for resumption
of dilalogue and Pakistan
should not indulge in "endless
hostlle propaganda and contin-
uous call of jihad."

Musharraf has been quoted
in India as saying that wresting
the disputed region of Kashmir
from Indian control is a jthad
or holy war,

oingh  said

that since

Pakistan's government de-

CAllSe.

Pakistan i{s demanding the
Kashmir dispute be settled by

mir would join either Pakistan
or India.

India opposes such a refer-
endum,

Agri products

IFrom Page |

ing of commerdially and indus-
trially important crops like
sovabean. suntlower and maize;

fruit and vepetable export; de-
velopment of refrigerated dis-
tribution system for fresh and
processed products and produc-
tion of diary and poultry feed,
medicines and vaccines.

Development of technology,
human resource and marketing
infrastructure is not possible
without government support,
they said.

and negligible”,

, during the examinations. The

it is the constitutional right of

300 examinees

From Mape |

properly.” sald one REB official.
REB chairman Prof Khon-
doker Khalilur Rahman said
special arrangements are being
made to take examination o
those whose mistakes in filling
the documents were "minimum

Meanwhile, REB authorities
identified most of the 259 ex-
amination centres as 'risky' in
terins of adopting unfair means

risky centres will be kept under
strict surveillance, REB sources
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sald.

A total of 65 vigilance teams,
comprising both government
and non-government college
teachers, have been formed,

A total of 1,43 818 exami-
nees are upp{-urlnf at the HSC
examinations under Rajshahi

Board this vear.
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